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PHEFACE. 


During tlie culenclar year 11)23 the following- volumes of 
the ‘JFaiina of llritisli India’ appeared— Diptera, Vol. Ill. 
J^lpunniVui(t\f S>/rpliula\ ('onopuhr, (Kstruhr^ by E. Ilrunetti, 
and OuGOciKi::TA, hy Dr. J. Stephenson. 

In 11)22 llie first volume of the Aves,'- re-edited hv 
Mr, Fj, C. Stuart Daker^ was published. The present volume 
eoutaius a furtlier instalfiient of tlie Fasseres iueludiii;;' the 
("inciuhv. (Di])pers) ; Furdiihr (Thrushes, ete.) ; 

Musn<'apid(e ( ITycatchers) : Lanikbr (Slirikes) : P/rruridfc 
( Dronn-os) ; Splviid'f ( Warbhu's), and (( rolderests, 

ete.). It is lioped that, a tliird volume will complete the 
Passeves and possibly also include the \Vood[)eckers, Ilarbets 
and other birds oontaim^d in Volume III. of ih(‘ lirst edition 
with lh(‘ exce])tioii of the Striphlit and Falconidx. 

C/crtain additions and alterations have been madt* in the 
form in which tin' first volume of this edition appeared, 
The^e it is hoped will be an inqirovement and will be of use 
to i*ead(*rs other than pure lieid-naturalists and observers. 
The first rel'er(mc(‘ to (*ach ^enus and also the type of the 
oenus and the type-locality litive been given, MTieii the 
typical form of any genus or species is extra-liniital to the 
area included in this work, similar references have again 
been given and also a brief note showing how the nearest 
form in Indian limits diliers from the typical one. 




PUEFAOB. 


ir 

Finally, separate keys to the subspecies have been given 
as well as keys to the species ; these it is hoped will 
facilitate identification. 

I may add that the present volume is in other respects 
fully up to the standard set by the author in his previous 
publication of eighteen months ago. 


Christ's Collep-e Lod«e, A. E. SHIPLEY. 

Cambridtre. 

loth ^farcli, 1924. 



AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


This second volume of the Avifauna contains a further 
instalment of the Fasseres, including 473 species and siih- 
spccies, bringing the total number dealt with up to date to 
The second volume of the Avifauna ha.s appeared 
within about 20 months of the first, although the prescribed 
])eriod between the publication of each issue is snp{)osed to 
be two years. This is due to the persistence of our Editor, 
Sir Arthur E. Shipley, and, it must be added, to the fact that 
the Authorities concerned fully appreciate the value of rapid 
production in a work of this nature. A still more important 
success gained by th(‘ Editor is sanction to a sixth volume to 
the Avifauna, which is to contain a full Synonymy of all first 
refenmees in addition to corrigenda and addenda to the 
first five volumes. 

It is ho])ed that the third volume will be completed in 
another 18 months or less and that subse(|uent volumes will 
appear at even shorter intervals. Keaders will, however, 
realize that any work which entails the consideration of sn/^~ 
speries —a new factor in Indian Zoology—also entails an 
enormous amount of ^Museum work, which cannot be hurried 
over. Nomenclature, also, is at present in such a state of 
flux that it is extremely ditticult to follow the writings of 
those who make a s[)ecial study of this subject, in addition 
to the original research work the Author liimself has to get 
through. 


I'pper Norwood, 

March 1924. 


E. C. 8TUAUT BAKER. 
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Family CINCLID^. 

The Dippers comprise a small group of birds which have under¬ 
gone special adaptation to suit them to a more or less aquatic life. 
They appear to be closely allied to the Troglodytxdce^ or Wrens, on 
the one hand, and to the Tiirdidce^ or Thrushes, on the other. 

The nididcatiofi of these birds is very peculiar—the nests 
are very large and domed, and the eggs are pure white—and is 
certainly more like that of the former than that of the latter 
family. 

In the Dippers the bill is very like that of the Wrens, it is 
almost as long as the head, narrow and straight, the tip slightly 
bent down and notched; the nostrils are covered by a large mem* 
brane ami there are no rictal bristles ; the wing is short and 
rounded ; the tail exceedingly short and the tarsus long, smooth 
and very strong, with short, powerful claws. 

The sexes are alike and the plumage of the young is barred. 
A semi-adult plumage is acquired in the first autumn moult but 
the feathers of parts of the breast and throat are fringed with 
white, these fringes being lost by abrasion in the succeeding 
season. The head is narrow in front and the feathers of the fore¬ 
head very short, lying close to the head. The plumage generally 
is very firm and dense. 

Genus CINCLUS Borkhausen, 1797. 

Type, cinclns Linn. Type-locality : restricted to Sweden. 
The characters of the genus are those of the family. 

Key to Species, 

A. Chin and breast white.... Cinclus cinchiSy p. L 

B. Chin and breast brown. Cmclus pallasii^ p. 4. 

Ginclus cinclns. 

Sturnus cinclns Linn., S. N., i, p. 291), 1706. 

Type-locality : Sweden. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Chin, throat and breast white; abdomen 

brown . C,c, cashneriensis^ p. 2. 

B. Chin, throat, breast and abdomen all white. C. c. leucogaster^ p. 3. 

The bird hitherto known as Cinclus sordidusy which is only an 
aberrant form of cashmeriensisy has the lower parts all more or less 
brown, but the brown is much paler than on the upper parts and 
not concolorous with them as in pallasii, 
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(477) Cinclus cinclus cashmeriensis. 

Ike Kashmir Dipper or White-breasted Astatic Dipper. 

Cinclus cashmeriensis Gould, P. Z. S., 1869, p. 494 (KRshiiiir). 

Cinclus kashmiriensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. (1890). 

Cinclus sordidus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 106. 

Vernacular names. Daodui-di (Caehari). 

Description. Forehead, lores, crown and upper back chocolate- 
brown ; edges of eyelids with white feathers ; remainder of upper 
plumage slate-colour, each feather centred and edged with black ; 
on the back the slate and brown gi'nde into one another; wing- 
feathers brown, edged with slate and the secondaries edged with 
white ; tail slate-colour, faintly cross-i’ayed; chin, throat, cheeks 
and breast pure white; remainder of louver plumage chocolate- 
brown, darker than the head and deepening to dark chocolate on 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel; bill black or blackish 
brown ; legs and feet dark brown, slaty-brown or almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm.; wing 90 
to 100 ram.; tail 48 to 56 mm.; tarsus 27 to 29 mm.; culmen 
18 to 19 mm. 

Young birds after the first spring moult are like the adults but 
the feathers of the abdomen, vent, posterior flanks and under tail- 
coverts are streaked with white. 

Nestlings have the whole upper plumage slate-grey, the feathers 
edged w ith dark brown ; wing-coverts grey, w ith dark centres and 
broad white tips w^hich form two wing-bars; wiug-quills dark 
brown with broad terminal edges of w hite and the outer webs 
broadly edged with grey ; the whole lower plumage is white, the 
dark bases of the feathers showing through here and there, with 
numerous narrow bars of black or blackish brown. 

The birds hitherto known as Cinclus sordidus^ which have the 
whole throat and breast brown like the head, are generally 
accepted as nothing more than aberrant specimens of the Kashmir 
Dipper. They occur over exactly the same area and intermediate 
forms are not very rare. The types of sordidus and cashmeriensis 
were both obtained at the Tso Morari Lake, Ladak. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Murree Hills, Garhvval, Nepal, Sikkim, 
Tibet East to Kanni. Northern Assam as far East as Tezpur, not 
East of the Dibong or Brahmaputra and not South of that 
river. West to the Khagan Valley, and the whole N.W. Frontier. 

NidifLcation. The Kashmir Dipper breeds in Kashmir from 
early April to the end of June at all heights from the loudest 
valleys up to 12,000 feet and possibly much higher. In the 
Kh^an and Kurram Valleys on the extreme N.W. Frontier, 
Major C. H. T. Whitehead took two nests in the end of June at 
12,O00 feet. The nests are large domed structures, much the size 
and shape of a football and are built of moss, roots, grass and 
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leaves well matted together and lined with soft moss and grass. 
They are generally placed on a rock, small island or stranded log 
in the middle of a stream, sometimes on rocks or betw^een boulders 
on banks and often, wherever it may be placed, it is a most con¬ 
spicuous object, thougli in appearance it is so like a lump of 
rubbish, left by the flood, that it escapes detection. The eggs 
number four or five and are pure white with soft glossless texture 
and fragile shell. In shape they are normal or pointed ovals. 
Pifty eggs average 25*9 x 18-5 mm.: maxima 21*1 x 18*9 and 
20*3 X 19*5 mm.; minima 22*8 x? and ? X 1C*4 mm. {Hume). 

Habits. This Dipper is found both in summer and winter at 
very high levels and is one of* the hardiest of birds. It has been 
seen at 15,000 feet in midwinter and Walton recorded it as com¬ 
mon at Chuinbi at 14,000 feet at that season. It spends all its 
time on fast-running streams, sometimes hunting the rocks and 
shallows for insects, etc., at other times pursuing its prey under 
water. It prefers rapids and turbulent waters to the more placid 
pools and is extraordiinarily active under the most difficult of con¬ 
ditions \vhether above or below water. It flies with speed and 
directness, skimming along close to the surface, notifying both 
start and stop to its flight by its shrill whistle. 


(478) Cinclus cinclus leucogaster. 

Tin; White-bei.lied Dipper. 

Cinclus leucogaster Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 252 (18*50) (West 
Siberia). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Kashmir Dipper but the lower parts 
are all white, with the exception of the extreme posterior flanks 
and vent which are brown and the under tail-coverts wliic^i are 
slaty-grey ; even these parts, however, are also much marked and 
fringed with white; tlie head, neck and upper back are generally 
ilecidedly paler than in cushmeriensis. 

Colours of soft parts a?id Measurements are the same as those 
of the last bird. 

Distribution. AV^est Siberia, Turkestan, Altai, the region of 
I.*ake Baikal and straggler South to Gilgit, from which last-named 
place there is a typical specimen in the British Museum. 

Nidification. I can find nothing recorded. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Both this race and the last differ from typical Cinclus cinclus in 
being much darker, less reddish above and by the brown extending 
further down the back into the slate-colour. C. c, cashmcriensls 
also differs in being less red on the abdomen next to the white 
breast. 

B 2 
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Cinclns pallasii. 

Cittchis pallusii Temm., Man. d'Orn., i, p. 177 (1816). 
Type-locality: Crimea. 

A>// to Subspecies. 

A. Chocolate of liead etc. not very dark j cul- 

men from front 18 to 19 mm.^ . C. temni ostne,, p. 4. 

13, Chocolate very dark ; culmen 20 to 22*0 mm. C. p. mariloy p. o. 


(479) Cinclus pallasii tenuirostris. 

The J>'i)iAN Biiowx Dipper. 

Cinclus imnirvstris Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 2o2 (1850) (Central 
Asia). 

Ci7iclnx asiaticmt. Blanf. & t)ates, ii, p. 103 . 

V6riiacular names, yamhoufj-karriah (Lopcha) ; Chutia-nakka 
(Bhut.). 

Description. A ring of feathers on the eyelids white, often 
hardly showing: terminal edges of secondaries white and, in 
freshiy moulted birds, a narrow pale fringe to the greater coverts. 
With these exceptions the whole plumage is chocolate-brown, the 
concealed portions of the wings and tail rather darker. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris ha/.el-brown ; bill black or nearly so ; 
legs light to dark brown, sometimes tinged with plumheous ; soles 
paler and yellow isli. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 101 mm.; tail 55 to 00 mm.; 
tarsus about 28 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan,Himalayas from NainiTal and Murree, 
through Kashmir, Simla Hills, (larbwal, Nepal and 8ikkim to 
East Assam, North of the Brahmaputra and not 8outh of this 
river. 

Niclification. The Brown Dipper breeds throughout its habitat 
at all heights from the foot-hills up to 14,QUO feet, generally 
nesting below 9,000 feet. In Eastern As.sam Stevens found it 
breeding in the Subansiri Gorge, practically at the level of the 
plains, m DeceniVier and January. In Sikkim, Garhvval ami 
further North-West it appears to breed Irom January and February 
on to April and even early May, but the later nests may be 
those of birds whose first broods have been destroyed by floods. 
The nests are placed in situations similar to those selected by the 
Kashmir Dipper, but they resort to boulders on banks of streams 
more often, perliaps, than to those in mid-stream. The nest is 
the same unwdeldy ball of moss and grass, very conjpactly and 
stoutly built, measuring extenmlly anything up to a foot in 
diameter. The walls, however, are so massive that the internal 
egg-chamber is only some four to live inches in diameter, with an 
entrance between two and three inches across. The eggs are 
indistinguishable from those of other Dippers. Twenty eggs 
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average 25*6 x 18*3 mm.: maxima 281 x 18*4and26*1 x 19*1 tnm.; 
minima 24*4 x 18*1 mm. and 25*3 x 17*3 mm. 

Habits. Although this Dipper often wanders up to very great 
heights and even breeds at such when there are suitable streams 
available, it is essentially a bird of the lower levels from 5,000 or 
G,000 feet downwards. It breeds, as already mentioned, in the 
cold weather almost in the plains, but when the rivers get swollen 
and muddy in April and May it then seeks higher ranges where 
the streams rise and fall quickly and soon become clear again 
even after heav}* rain. Stevens writes “ one of the wariest of 
birds, its arrowy flights, as it skims a foot or so above the water, 
and the inaccessible nature of its haunts make it a most difficult 
bird to procure specimens of.” They have the same shrill cry 
which seems common to all the Dippers and which they utter at 
intervals when on the wing. 


(480) Cinclus pallasii marila. 

The Form os ax Brown Dipper. 

Cinclus marila Swiuhoe, Ibis, 18^, p. 187 (Formosa). 

Vernacular names. Di-dao-bni (Cachari). 

Description. {Similar to the Indian Brown Dipper but darker 
everywhere. Both this and the last bird differ from C, p,pallasii 
in being less deep a chocolate in colour. This race is distinguish¬ 
able from C\ p. sotdei in being a trifle paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill black ; legs 
and feet liorny-brown, plumbeous-brown or almost black ; soles 
always paler and yellowish or fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 116 mm.; culmen 20 t’O 22*5 mm. 
The same measurements in C\ soulei are 108 to 115 and 23 to 
24 mm. respectively. 1 cannot divide Formosan birds from those 
of China, Burma and Assam. In the British Museum collection 
there is one Formosan, one Burmese and one Chinese bird, each 
with a wing of 116 mm. and several Assam specimens with 
wings of only 06 and 08 min. 

The young bird differs from tliat of the Indian Brown Dipper 
in being much darker; the grey above is replaced with brown and 
the dark centres to the feathers are larger; the lower plumage is 
brown, each feather with broad white edges. 

Distribution. At present not well defined. Formosa, whence 
it was described by Swinhoe; Shan States (Harington) \ Chiu 
Hills {Mackenzie) and the mountains South of the Brahmaputra 
Kiver. Probably it will be found to be a small, low-level form of 
O, p, soulei extending all through the Burmese and Indo-Chinese 
Hill country. It has also been killed at Kuatun. 

Nididcation. In the Khasia and North Cachar Hills the normal 
breeding season is December to February, before the sti*eams 
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begin to fill up, but many birds lay in early April and even in May, 
though these latter place their nests in such positions that they 
are generally washed out in the first rains of June. I, however, 
took one nest with eggs as late as July, evidently the production 
of birds which had liad their first attempts destroyed. The 
early nests are all placed on boulders, fallen trees or piles of 
debris lying in mid-stream or on rocks actually under waterfalls, 
through wliich the birds have to pass to the nest. The later 
nests are more often placed on the banks and cliffs above tim 
rivers. They are luige affairs, often over a foot long by eight or 
ten inches wide and, when one knows what to look for, very con¬ 
spicuous. To the casual observer, however, they look only like 
masses of moss and leaves left by a falling flood. The effgs number 
four or five and are just like other Dippers’ eggs. Thirty eggs 
average 2(v7 X 18*ff mm. : maxima 28*5 X 10*2 and 27*0 x 20 0 nun.; 
minima 24*3 x 18*^1 and 2G-0 x 17*7 mm. 

Habits. This Dipper is very common in the Khasia Hills 
although not so very ofteri seen, for it keeps very closely to streams 
which pass through woods, each pair apparently haunting its own 
stretch of water. Occasionally its sharp cry may attract one^s 
attention on some open piece of river or stream as it flits hurriedly 
from one cover to another, especially in late autumn when the 
rivers and streams are running low'. At this season and before 
nesting commences, it seems less secretive but it is always a 
shy, wild bird and most difficult to watch. It lives almost as 
much under water as above it and feeds on tiny fish, insects, tad¬ 
poles and water spiders, in catching which it displays most 
extraordinary activity. 



Fig. 1.— Copsi/chus Sm saii/ari$^ 


Family TURDID^. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both innndibies smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus bilaminated, 
the lainime entire and smooth ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue 
non-tubular; nostrils always clear of the line of forehead, the 
space between the nostril and the edge of the mandibles less than 
that between the nostril and the culmen; plumage of the nestling 
mottled or squamated. There is only one moult in the year, in 
the autumn, but the fringes to the feathers of the winter plumage 
wear off in summer, causing a great alteration in colour in many 
species. Rectrices usually twelve, rarely fourteen. 

The Tukdid^ includes the Short-wings, Chats, Forktails, Robins, 
Thrushes and Accentors and forms a large family of the Passeres. 
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The only character which links all these species together is the 
squamated plumage of the young. The Dippers also have this 
characteristic but in other structural characters they show their 
affinity to the Wrens and therefore constitute a satisfactory family 
between the Troc/lodi/tklcey or W^rens, and the Turdulce, 

From the Mmcicapidce^ or Flycatchers, the young of which also 
have mottled or squamated plumage, the Thrushes are easily 
sepamted by their having no hairs over the nostrils and base of 
the bill and also by their long, strong tarsi. The only exception 
to this is the genus Zoothera, wliich has frontal hairs somewhat 
developed and overlying the nostrils. The exceptionally power¬ 
ful and long tarsi of this bird and its general Thrush-like 
appearance more than suffice, however, to show its proper position. 

In the Brachypierygime and in some other genera, especially 
Phoinlcurus and Saxicolity the shafts of the feathers of the forehead 
are long and the webs somewhat disintegrated but these can¬ 
not be considered hairs, nor do they lie over the nostrils as is 
always the case wdth the Mwscicapid<K. 

I have divided the Turdida into six Subfamilies, which form 
groups easily distinguishable from one another by the field- 
naturalist, although there are really no structural differences 
between the Chats, Redstarts and true Thrushes. 

As already noted, the Cinclime have been raised to the status of 
a family, CincUdir, The Short-wings, Brachypterygiru^, have been 
brought from the Tirnaliidcey or Crateropodidce of Oates, to the 
present family, their position in which is determined by their 
squamated juvenile plumage and, finally, I have separated the 
Forktails from the Redstarts, the peculiar structure of the tails 
of the former clearly differentiating them from any other of the 
Turdid(r, 


Key to SuhfamiUes, 

A. Wing very short and rounded; tail very 

short. BrachypterygintBy p. 9. 

B. Wing pointed and not very short; tail not 

very short. 
a. Tarsus smooth. 

a\ Habits Muscicapine; food principally 

captured by sallies from a perch_ SaxicoHneCy p. 22. 

b\ Habits terrestrial; insect-food sought for 
on the ground. 

a". Tail deeply forked; middle pair of 
feathers shortest; penultimate pair 


longest. EnicurintBy p. 66. 

b'\ Tail normal; square or rounded.... PhcenkuriiKey p. 67. 
c'. Habits terrestrial and arboreal; they are 

both insectivorous and frugivorous ., Turdina^y p. 120. 

6. Tarsus scutellated. PmnellineBy p. 186. 
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Subfamily BllACHYPTERYGIN.E. 

This subfamily, which formerly Oates placed in his Crateropo- 
dklos^ is at once separated from that family by the fact that the 
young are all squamated, though they show a certain superficial 
resemblance to it in their long legs and short tails. * 

Since Oates wrote the Avifauna we have learnt much about the 
young of many more species than was known in his time, a fact 
doubtless due to his own recognition of the importance of this point. 
JB. major major (Gardew), B. major albiventris (Howard Campbell), 
Heteroxenkus (Baker), Hodcfsonim^Lat^vivora (Osmaston) 

are all known to have youiig of true Thrush type and it is now 
possible to place them in a position to which their habits and 
nidification also entitle them. 

The bill is slender and about half the length of the head; the 
rictal bristles vary from small and weak in La}'vivora to well- 
developed in Brachypterifx, The wings are short and rounded, 
the tail short or very short; the tarsi long, but more slender than 
in the TimaliicUe. They are not gregarious. 


Key to Genera, 

A. Tail but little graduated or nearly square, 

outer feathers tailing short of tip of tail by 
less than half the length of tarsus. 
a, 'fail not less than twice the length of tarsus. 
Second primary much shorter than 

longest secondaries... 

//. Second primary equal to, or exceeding, 

secondaries . 

h. Tail much shorter than twice the length 
of tarsus . 

B. Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers falling 

short of tip of tail by as much as the length 
of tarsus . 


Brachyptkryx, p. 9. 
Larvivora, p. 1 l>. 
Hetkroxenic us, p. 1(>. 


Hodgsonius, p. :21. 


Genus BRACHYPTERYX. 

llorsf., Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 157 (1820). 

Type, B. moniana. 

The genus Brachypieryx has the bill about equal in length to 
half the head, fairly strong and broad at the base, but slender from 
the centre to the tip; the nostrils are long ovals and are overhung 
by the lengthened shafts of the frontal feathers ; the rictal bristles 
are long. The wing is short and rounded; the tarsus smooth, 
long and strong and the tail is almost square. The sexes are alike 
and the young, like all the rest of the family, heavily squamated. 
There is only one species represented by two mces, both confined 
to a comparatively small area. 
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Brachypteryx major (Jerdon), 1844. 

Key to Subspecies^ 

A. Sides of nbcioiiien psle chestnut. /?. major majory p. 10. 

B. Sides of abdomen slaty-blue . B. major atbiventris, 

[p.lU 


(481) Brachypteryx major major*, 

Ti[B KuFOUS-BELLIEI) SltORT-WlXG. 

Phanicura major Jerd., Madr. .Tour, {j. S., xiii, p. 170 (1844) 
(Nilgriris). 

lirachyptery.v rvfiventns. Blanf. & OaU's, i, p. ISO (18S9). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and frontal line black ; above this faint 
traces only of a blue line on forehead and above eye ; upper 
plumage, wings and tail, sides of bead and neck dark slaty-blue; 



chin, throat and breast slaty-blue, nearly as dark as the back; centre 
of abdomen wbitisli; remainder of lower plumage pale chestnut, 
suffused with brown below breast and on flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black ; legs and feet 
pale fleshy-b^o^’l n, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total lengtii about 170 to 180 mm.; wing 78 to 
83 mm.; tail 69 to 65 mm.; tarsus 29 mm.; culmen 16 mm. 

Distribution. Nilgiris; Brainalmgiris, Coonoor and adjacent 
hill-i*anges. 

Nidificatiou. The Kufods-breasted Short-wing breeds in the 
Isilgiris in March, April and May from about 6,000 feet up to 
the highest levels. It makes a cup-shaped nest of green moss 
lined with roots and outwardly fitting the hollow, in tree or bank, 
in which it is placed. Tlie tree selected, generally in preference 
to a bank, does not aflford much concealment as, unlike if. c/wafis, 
it does not choose one covered with moss or parasites. The eggs 
seem to be always two in number. In shape they are long, rather 


* This species cannot bear the mime rvfiventm, Jerdon 1672, as he bad 
already given it the name of majar in 1844. 
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narrow ovals. The ground-colour is a greyish white, greenish 
white or yellow, btit this is so completely covered with minute 
freckles ot reddish brown that the egg appears to be urncoloured 
olive-brown. In a few specimens tl»e marks are confluent as a 
cap or ring and in some they are sufliciently sparse for the ground¬ 
colour to show through and they then appear to be an olive-green. 

My eggs, taken by Sir A. G. Cardew, Major Packard and others, 
average only X Itj-o mm. but Hume gives the length as up to 
25*9 mm. and the breadth u|) to 17 5 inin. 

Habits. This 8hort-wing is common in the Nilgiris about Oota- 
camund, haunting the shohtSy or copses, in the hollows between the 
grass-covered hills. Although they do not keep to very heavy 
covfU' they are shy retiring birds. The cock is said to have a very 
pretty little song, but so low that it is not often heard. 


(482) Brachypteryx major albiventris. 

The White-bellied Short-wixg. 

CaUene a/hiiYutris Fairbank, Hlanf., P. Z. S., 1867, p. 863, pi. 39 
(Palni Hills). 

Jirachypteryx albiventris, Hlunf. Oates, i, p. 185. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and a narrow frontal band velvety-black ; 
above this a band of bluish white. Remainder of plumage as in 
the last bird but the chestnut replaced with slaty-blue on the 
low'er plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris huff to red-buff; bill black; legs 
and feet dark horny-brown to plumbeous black. 

Measurements. Wing 7vS to 83 mm., 6 ; 73 to 78 mm., $; 
tail t)3 to 65 mm.; tarsus 29 mm.; culmen 15 mm. 

Distribution. Palni Hills and Travancore oniy. 

A specimen obtained by Bourdillon at Mynal, Travancore, 
shows a considerable amount of rufous on the vent and flanks, 
proving this bird to be merely a race of ^•afirenh'is and probably 
specimens from the hills of North Travancore will be intermediate 
between the two. 

Nidiflcation. In every way like that of the Eufous-bellied 
Short-wing. The eggs, also, cannot be distinguished from those 
of that bird. The average of 12 eggs is 23*7 x 16’5 mm.: maxima 
26*6 X 17*0 and 23*6 x 17*3 mm.; minima 21*0 X 16*0 mm. Eggs 
taken by the late Rev. Howard Campbell were found in April 
and May, 

Habits. Much the same as those of the last bird. It is found 
in shady cover, either singly or in pairs, and keeps entirely to the 
ground or to the lower bushes and scrub but, though so terres¬ 
trial in its habits, it flies well when forced to do so. 
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Oeiuis LARVIVOBA. 

Ilodgs., J. A. S. 15., vi, p. 102 (1837). 

Type, L, brunnea. 

The genus Larvivora contains three species, one resident in 
India, one in Burma and the third found in the Eastern portion 
of the Empire in winter only. The first two are only locally 
migratory, whilst the third has a very wide range over Eastern 
Asia. 

In Larvivora the sexes are different in coloration and the 
young are barred and spotted. 

In this genus the bill is slender ami about half the length of 
the head and the nostrils are long ovals. The wing is rather 
pointed, with the first })riniaryof somewhat small size; the tarsus 
is slender and long and the tail is much shorter than the wing. 


to Sjtecies. 

A. Upper plumage blue. 

a. Lower plumage white . 

b. J^ower plumage britrht chestnut. 

c. Throat and breast light chestnut, abdomen 

white . 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown. 

(i. Tlirout and breast pale fulvous, mottled 

with brown. 

e. Throat and brea>t bright fulvous, mottled 
with brown. 


A. ( t/ane, , p. 12. 

X. hnmnea, eft P* 

X. icickhamiy S > P- 15, 

X. oyowc, 2, p. 12, 

X. brunueOy 2, p. 14. 


(483) Larvivora cyane. 

The Siberian Blue Chat. 

Motacilla cyane Pall., Beis. Kus.s. Ueichs, iii, p. 007 (1770) (East 
Siberia). 

Larvivora cyanea. Hlanf. & Oates, i, p. 181. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—-Adult male. Lores and a line under the eye 
black ; cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck and whole upper plumage 
dark blue, the sides of the neck generally darker than elsewhere; 
tail and wing-quills browni.sh black, suffused with dark blue ; 
below white, the flanks washed with blue and the sides of the 
upper breast very deep indigo-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black in the breeding 
season; horny-brown above and fleshy-yellow or pale horny 
below in the non-breeding season; feet, legs, and claws white to 
pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 150 mm.; wing 71 
to 81 mm.; tail 47 to 50 inm.; tarsus 26 mm.; culmen about 
12 mm. 

Adult female. liores, forehead and sides of the head fulvous- 
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rufous, mottled with darker; remainder of upper plumage olive- 
brown, tinged with russet on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
tail and wing-quills brown, edged with fulvous-rufous; greater 
coverts brown, edged and tipped with rufous; below white, the 
breast-feathers edged with brown and tinged fulvous; flanks 
fulvous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above horny brown, 
mandible fleshy-yellow; feet white to fleshy or fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements practically the same as the male. 

Young male is like the female, but acquires a certain amount 
of blue on the lower back, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail at 
the first autumn moult, sometimes, also, patches of blue on the 
wing-coverts. 

Nestlings are squamated on the lower plumage, spotted on tiie 
upper. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Siberia and Japan and 
possibly also in Mongolia and Xorth-Eastern China. In winter mi¬ 
grating South to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma, 
Malay Peninsula, Borneo and probably most of the islands, 
ISIanipur and Assam. The label on the Pinwill specimen, ‘‘from 



Fig. 3.—He»ul of L. 

Simla,” is undoubtedly wrong, nor is there any further evidence in 
support of Seebolnu’s statement that it winters in Xorth India. 

Nidiflcation. This beautiful little Short-wing breeds abundantly 
in Japan, making a cup-shaped ne.st of mos.s and leaves on the 
ground or in an old stump or a hole in a tree. The eggs number 
four or five and are in colour like rather deeply-coloured Hedge- 
Sparrow’s eggs. The texture is very smooth and the surface has 
a distinct gloss. Thirty eggs average 19*6 x 14*5 mm. 

The breeding season is from early May to early July. 

Oates considered it possible that this Blue Chat bred in Burma, 
ns he obtained a specimen on the 21st May. It has never again 
been procured in the breeding season and his bird was certainly 
only a late visitor. 

Habits. The habits of the Blue Chats are the same as thovse of 
the other Short-wings. They are shy retiring birds, keeping much 
to forest and undergrowth, feeding entirely on the ground or 
close to it and are purely insectivorous. They all have a rather 
sweet but not very loud song, which they utter either on the 
ground or from some bush or low tree and in winter at all 
events, they liave a habit of flirting their tails not unlike some 
of the true Chats. 
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(484) Larvivora brunnea. 

Tjie Indian Blue Chat. 

Larvivora hrunnfia Jlodjrs., J. A. S. B., vi, p. 102 (183/) (Slkkiiu) ; 

Hlaiif. & Oates, i, p. 182. 

Vernacular names. Manzil-pho (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, lores, ear-coverts and 
sides of neck black ; a long broad siipereilium white ; remainder 
of upper plumage dark blue ; wing-quills brown edged with blue; 
point of chin and narrow line under the black cheeks white ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries blue ; throat, breast and lower 
plumage bright chestnut; centre of abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts white. The amount of white on the abdomen varies 
considerably individually. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black in breeding season, 
horny-brown above, fleshy below in winter; legs and feet fleshy 
to dark yellowish fleshy ; “ legs and feet blackish-grey (Forrest), 

Measurements. AVing 70 to 78 mm.; tail 40 to 48 miu.; 
tarsus 27 mm,; culmen 13 mm. 

Adult female. Above similar to the female of L. njane but the 
whole breast, flanks, under wing-coverts and axillaries are dark, 
bright fulvous; in some birds the fulvous is much suffused with 
brown and in a few practically tlie whole of the lower parts are 
fulvous, leaving only the under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

The young male is like the female but has the whole l)ack 
darker, much suffused with blue, especially on the lower back to 
the tail and also on the wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas, Kashmir and Garhwal 
to Sikkim and Bhutan. In winter throughout India and Ceylon, 
Assam, X. Burma and Yunnan. Specimens taken in Ceylon and 
the Nilgiris in April and Alay’^ have black beaks and may possibly 
breed locally. 

Nidiffcation. The Indian Blue Chat breeds during Afay, .Tune 
and early July from Kashmir to Sikkim and is very abundant all 
roiiiul Murree. The nest is almost invariably place/1 on the 
ground at the foot of a tree or hush, sometimes without any 
vegetation to screen it from view, sometimes under a bush or on 
a bank covered with weeds and moss. It never, however, seems 
to .select very thick cover. The nest itself is a large, loosely put 
together cup of dead leaves, lined with hair or fine roots and at a 
short distance looks like a little pile of rubbish drifted against tho 
trunk of the tree or blown up on the bank. The eggs number 
three or four and are pale spotless blue, just like dark Hedge- 
Sparrow^e eggs. Twenty-four eggs average 19*4 x 14*5 mm.: 
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maxima 20*4 x 16*0 mm.; minima 18*4 x 14*1 and 18*9 x 
14*0 mm- 

It has not yet been found to breed in the Nilgiris as was at 
one time supposed, and in ten years Sir A. J. Cardew, a very close 
observer, never saw it once during the breeding season. 

Habits. The Indian Blue Chat frequents forest, preferably 
such as is not very dense in undergrowth but at the same time is 
shady and cool. It keeps much to the ground and never ascends 
into the trees, though it may feed in the lower growth occasionally. 
It is an extremely shy bird, resenting observation but during the 
breeding season in Kashmir when the hens were sitting Davidson 
found that the males were very bold, singing their pleasant little 
song in almost every small patch of thick jungle. 

It breeds from about 5,000 feet upwards and Stevens obtained 
it rather lower down thau this in Nepal during the winter 
months. 


(485) Larvivora wickhami. 

The Cuix-Hills Blue Chat. 

Larvivora wickhami Stuart Baker, Nov. Zool., xxiii, p. 298 (1910) 
(Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage slaty-blue; forehead and above 
the lores rufous ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts pale dull buff, the 
edges blackish, making this part of the plumage mottled ; visible 
portions of the wing like the back; primaries blackish brown 
edged with dull buff; tail, central feathers like the back, outer 
ones blackish suffused with slaty-blue on the outer webs; clnn, 
throat, fore neck and breast light rusty cliestnut, the centre of the 
throat slightly paler; an indefinite slaty-blue band, interrupted 
in the middle, across the breast; abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts white; nnder wing-coverts and axillaries dull rusty-buff. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill black ; legs very pale flesh-colour, 
almost white ” (inr/v/m???). 

The tail-feathers are only slightly acuminate, but would possibly 
be more so in a freshly-moulted bird. 

Measurements. Wing 72 mm.; tail 43 mm. ; tarsus 24 mm.; 
ciilmen 10*5 mm. 

Distribution. Chin Hills. 

Nidiffcation. The nest of this Blue Chat api>ears to be very 
similar to that of the Indian Blue Chat and has been taken on 
Mt. Victoria and other peaks in the Chin Hills, at about 7,000 
feet, by Messrs. Macdonald, Wickham and others. The eggs are 
indistinguishable from those of other species of this genus, and 
those in the possession of Mr. J. M, D. Mackenzie and myself 
average about 18*6 x 13*8 mrn. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus HETEROXENICUS. 

Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C., xii, p. 55 (1002), 

Type, //. cniralis, 

Gould’s name Dn/nioc?iares being preoccupied as a name for a 
genus of Coleoptera, Sharpe’s name Jleteroxenicus (‘ Hand-List of 
Birds,' iv, p. 56, 1903) must be used. 

Tlie genus Hetei^^xenicus differs from Brachypteryx principally 
ill having longer tarsi and a still shorter tail, in other respects it 
is very close to tliat genus. The bill is much as in that bird, 
rather more slender, with long oval nostrils and moderate rictal 
bristles. The wing is short and rounded ; the tail very short and 
the tarsi veiy long and slender. 

The young are not, as stated by Oates, like the female, but are 
squamated and spotted as in all the Ihirclulcp. 


Key to Species. 

A. Upper plumage chestnut. I£. sfellatng^ p. !(>. 

B. Upper plumage blue. 

a. Chiu and throat chestnut .. . 11. hyi^cryttiruHf d )P* H. 

h. Chin and throat indigo-blue. H. 7nj)aien{<i8, (S, p. 19, 

c. Chin and throat white. 

a\ Abdomen barred with ashy. 21. cruraligf p. 18. 

h\ Abdomen without any bars. JI. < 5 , p. 20. 

C. Upper plumage brown. 

d. Chin and throat chestnut. II. hyperythms^ $,p.l7. 

e. Chin and throat ashy-brown . JI. cniralis^ 5, p. 18. 

f. Chin and throat dull white. //. 7iip(tlefmSf J , p. 19. 

y. Chin and throat fulvous . 11. sinmsisy 2 » P- 

(486) Heteroxenicus stellatus. 

GoULI/S SllOET-WING, 

Brachypteryx {D7'ymocha7'es) stellatus Gould, P. Z. 8., 1868, p. 213 
(Sikkim). 

Brymocha/'cs stellatus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 187. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and a narrow frontal line black; crown to 
rump, upper tail-coverts, tail and wing-coverts bright chestnut; 
a narrow* superciliuin, chin, throat and breast grey tiiiely vermicu- 
lated with narrow bars of black; low^er breast dark grey turning 
to rufescent brown on the vent and posterior flanks, each feather 
venniculated as on the breast but with the addition of a triangular 
white spot; under tail-coverts rufous-brown, barred with paler 
rufous and spotted with white; rump like the vent. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides brow n; bill black; legs horny 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; w ing 72 to 
77 min.; tail 45 to 47 mm.; tarsus 30 mm.; culmen 12 mm. 
Distribution. Sikkim only. 
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VidificatioiL Unknown. 

Habits. Nothing is known about this very rare bird. Blanford 
obtained it in Sikkim at 12,000 feet and there are two or three 
specimens in the Tring Museum obtained at still higher elevations, 
whilst Stevens procured it at about 7,000 feet in the Mai Khola 
Valley, East Nepal, in early April. He thinks it may breed in 
this valley or in its vicinity. 

(487) Heteroxenicus hyperythrus. 

Tub Edsty-bbllibd Shoet-wino. 

Brachypteryx hyperythra Jerdon & Blyth, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 201 
(Sikkim). 

JDrymochares hyperythruM, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 187. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores and frontal line black; a 
short, rather broad supercilium white; whole upper plumage, 
sides of head and neck and exposed parts of wings and tail deep 
blue; concealed parts of wings and tail brown; whole lower parts 
from chin to under tail-coverts bright chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, more or less 
fleshy at the base and on the mandible during the non-breeding 
season ; legs fleshy to light horny brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 63 to 
64 mm.; tail about 45 mm.; tarsus 29 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage olive-brown, the ear-coverts 
with pale shafts ; plumage below chestnut sufEused with brown 
on the flanks and vent and albescent on the centre of the 
abdomen. The white eyebrow is absent or obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts as in the mae. 

Measurements. Wing about 62 mm.; tail 38 mm.; tarsus 
28 mm.; culraen 11 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim. "‘N. Lakhimpur and Margherita in 
Assam (Stevens), 

Kidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Another very rare bird of which little is knowm. 
Stevens saw it at Tonglo, Sikkim, at 9,700 feet, in January, and 
he also obtained specimens iu the plains of North Lakhimpur in 
winter. The Sikkim specimens were seen in dense bamboo 
growth. 


(488) Heteroxenicus cruralis. 

Thb Whitb-beowbu Shoet-wikg. 

Calliope cruralis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, jj. 933 (1843) (Darjiling). 
Drymocharts ct'uratis* Blanf. Si Oates, i, p. 1^, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

VOL. II. c 
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Description.—Adnlt male. Lores, frontal band and over eye 
velvety black; a supercilium from the forehead to the back of the 
^r-coverts white; centre of abdomen with broad ashy margins 
to the feathers; under tail-coverts with narrow ashy margins; 
remainder of plumage deep indigo-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill dark horny blackish, 
lower mandible a little paler; legs fleshy brown to “greyish 
brown (Wardlaw Ramsay), 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 65 to 
71’5 mm.; tail 42 to 44 mm.; tarsus 31 mm.; culmen 12 mm. 

Female. Lores, a ring round the eye and narrow frontal line 
golden ferruginous; a silky-white superciliiim ; upper plumage 
olive-brown, tinged with ferruginous, especially on the head; 
lower wing-coverts like the back ; visible portion of greater wing- 
ooverts, wing-quills and tail chestnut-brown; under plumage 
ashy brown, paler and more fulvous on the abdomen and rufescent 
on the vent and under tail-coverts. 



Fig. 4.—Head of K cruraUs, 


Distribution. Himalayas from Simla and Qarhwal to Eastern 
Assam both North and South of the Brahmaputra. Chin Hills, 
Kachin Hills to Kareni. 

Nidiflcation. The White-browed Short-wing breeds from 5,000 
up to at least 10,000 feet, perhaps a good deal higher. Around 
Darjiling Osmaston found it breeding between 6,000 and 8,000 feet 
and in the Khasia, Naga and Cachar Hills it breeds from 5,000 feet 
up to 9,000 feet. The breeding season lasts from the end of May 
to the middle of July. The nest is a large oval affair made 
entirely of moss, lined with moss roots and placed in among the 
strands of living moss growing either on a rock face or, more 
often, on a tree. From its position it is very hard to find. The 
eggs number three or four and are pure white, fairly glossy and 
measure about 22*7 X 16*2 mm. 

The male often breeds in immature plumage. 

Habits. Like the other birds of this genus, this Chat is an 
inveterate skulker, keeping entii*ely to the ground or to the thick 
low cover in mossy humid forests. It frequents heavier under¬ 
growth than either of the preceding genera and is even harder to 
watch or shoot but it has a pretty little song which betrays its 
whereabouts. 
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(489) Heteroxenicus nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Nepal Short-wing. 

Brachypteryx nipalensis Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 74 (Nepal). 

Drymochares nipalensis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 188. 

Yemacular names. Inrui-piji (Kacha Naga). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores and an obsolete frontal band 
black; a white eyebrow, often concealed by the feathers of the 
•crown; sides of head and neck, whole upper plumage and visible 
portions of wings and tail deep slate-blue; chin, throat and centre 
of abdomen white ; sides of breast and flanks smoky-slate, shading 
into the blue of the upper parts and generally forming a well- 
deflned band across the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to dark brown; bill 
dark brown above, yellowish horny below and with yellow-white 
gape; the bill is nearly black in the breeding season ; legs and 
feet fleshy white to dark purplish fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 58 to 
64 inm.; tail 27 to 32 mm. ; tarsus about 26 mm.; eulmen 11*5 
to 13 mm. 

Female. Lores and feathers above the nostrils fulvous ; sides 
of head and neck and whole upper plumage ferruginous olive- 
brown ; a concealed white eyebrow; below dull white; sides of 
' breast, a band across it and flanks fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements the same as in the 
male but the bill is never black. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to Eastern Assam, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, Hills of 
Arrakan, Tenasseri m. 

Birds South of the Brahmaputra and in the extreme East of 
Assam only difler from those of the West in that the males are 
like the females and never put on the blue plumage except in 
very rare cases, and even then, as a rule, only partially. I can 
see no other diffei'ence iu either coloration or size. 

Heteroxenicus n. caroUnoi La Touche, 1898, found in Eohkien, 
is a well-marked race with much brighter under plumage, more 
fulvous buff and much less brownish; this race also occurs in 
Annam and will probably be found in the Shan States. 

H, n, harterti Weigold, 1922, from Setchuan seems very doubt¬ 
fully distinct from carolhice. 

Nidifllcatiou. In the Hills South of the Brahmaputra the Nepal 
Short-w'ing breeds from tbe end of April to June or the first few 
days of July, between 3,000 and 6,000 feet. In Sikkim it breeds 
in June and July between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. The nest is 
globular, made of moss, roots, leaves and bracken, bound together 
with grass and moss and lined with skeleton leaves. It is 
generiSly placed against a tree or clump of shrubs, sometimes in 
amongst the branches low down or, rarely, on the ground itself. 

o 2 
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It may be placed in thin shrub or secondary growth or in dense 
evergreen forest and is generally well hidden. The bird lays 
three to four eggs which are miniatures of those of BracJiypterycc 
major but smaller and shorter in proportion. The ground-colour 
is some shade of olive-green or pale sea-green and usually this is 
almost entirely obliterated by innumerable freckles of light 
reddish. The eggs appear practically unicoloured, varying from 
olive-green to olive-brown. Sixty eggs average 19-5 x 14*5 ram.: 
maxima 22-3 X 15*0 mm.; minima 18-5 X 14*2 and 19*0 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. In the winter the Nepal Short-wing is found either 
singly or in pairs, never in flocks like the Timaliine birds. It is a 
very shy, retiring little bird, keeping entirely to undergrowth of 
evergreen forests, secondary growth in deserted cultivation or^ 
less often, to low scrub-jungle. It is essentially a ground-bird 
in all its habits, seeking its insect-food almost entirely amongst 
the leaves and fallen rubbish but sometimes working through the 
low undergrow’ths and picking ants and Aphid® off the lower 
stems and branches. It has a pretty little song of a few short 
jerky notes, which it is fond of repeating, perched on a low branch 
in the middle of a bush or cane-brake. According to Stevens it 
descends in winter to the foot-hills and even into the Plains, but 
South of the Brahmaputra we never obtained it much below 
3,000 feet. 


(490) Heteroxenicus sinensis. 

The Chinese Shout-wing. 

Brachypieryx sinnisU Rickett & La Touche, Bull. B. O C., vi, p. 60’ 
(1897) (Kuatuu, N. Fohkien). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adnlt male. Lores dusky black; a snpercilium 
from the nostrils behind the ear-coverts white ; remainder of upper 
plumage dark, dull blue; concealed parts of wings and tail dark 
brown; below from chin to vent and under tail-coverts smoky- 
blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill above horny-brown, 
below yellowish; legs fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 66 mm.; tail 47 to 51 mm.; tarsus 
29 mm.; culmeri 11 mm. 

Adnlt female. Lores and a ring round the eye fulvous; whole 
upper plumage fulvous-brown, tinged with rufous on wings and 
tail; below pale dull fulvous, albescent on the belly, brighter on 
chin, throat and fore neck; under tail-coverts ochre-yellow. 

Distribution. W. China. Dibrugarh in Assam (Z>r. //. A" 
Coltart) and Hungram, N. Cachar Hills. Probably it will be found 
to extend throughout the bills of extreme North Burma. 

Hidification. Bicketts and La Touche found this Short-wing 
breeding in Kuatun in April and May. Eggs taken by them are- 
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pale, dall terra-cotta in colour and measure 21*0x 15*3 mm.; a 
nest taken by one of my Naga collectors in N. Cachar at 6,000 ft,, 
and another brought to Dr. Coltart by Trans Dikku Nagas, in 
both cases the parent birds being caught on the nest, have eggs 
exactly similar in size, shape and texture, but in colour they are 
reddish olive-brown. The nests were said to be domed and to 
have been made of grass, leaves and moss with a lining of skeleton 
leaves. 

Habits. These do not appear to differ from the habits of the 
Nepal Babbler. 


Genus HODGSONIUS. 

Hodgsonius Bonap., Consp. Av., i, p. 300, 1850. 

Type, IJ, phopnimroides. 

The genus Hodgsonius is represented by a single Himalayan 
species very closely allied to Heteroxenicus and Brachypteryx. 
The sexes are differently coloured, as in the former; the wing is 
short and rounded and the bill is like that of Brachypteryx ; the 
rictal bristles are weak ; the tarsus is long. It differs from others 
of the subfamily in its comparatively long tail, thus showing an 
approach to the SaxicoJince, 

The young are squamated as in all the nestlings oE this family. 

(491) Hodgsonius phoenicuroides phcenicuroides. 

Hodgson’s Shokt-wing. 

Brachypterm plurnicuroides Ilodgs., Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, 
App. iv, p, 153 (1846) (Nepal). 

llodijsonius phcenicuroides, illanf. & Oates, i, p. 190. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Plumage above and below dark, but 
fairly bright, slaty-blue ; the wing-quills brown, edged with the 
same blue; bastard-wing black with broad white tips; central 
pair of tail-feathers blue-black, the next pair light, bright 
chestnut on half the outer web and obliquely to the base of 
the inner web, the four outer pairs chestnut on the basal halves, 
black on the terminal halves; abdomen white, posterior flanks and 
vent suffused with brownish ochre; under tail-coverts slaty- 
brown with broad white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-brown 
above, lower mandible light horny, gape yellow; legs pale reddish 
brow’n to olive lead-colour. 

Measurements. Total length 180 to 190 mm.; wing 73 to 
77 mm.; tail 75 to 82 mm.; tarsus 30 mm.; culmen 15 mm. 

AdtQt female. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous 
on the margins of wing-quills and tail; the bases of the reetrices 
tinged with chestnut where they are chestnut in the male ; sides 
of head and lower plumage ochraceous, suffused with brownish 
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OQ flanks and albescent on chin, throat and abdomen ; under tail* 
coverts dark ochraceous edged and centred paler. 

Toting. Upper plumage dull rufescent brown, the feathere 
edged darker and with fulvous spots, most marked on head and 
nape; below dull fulvous, each feather edged vuth brown and 
with pale centres or shaft-stripes. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Kashmir to North-East Assam* 
Yunnan. 

The Yunnan bird is rather dark but agrees with the Hima¬ 
layan bird, rather than with the Chinese, in size. 

Nidiflcation. Hodgson's Short-wing breeds throughout its 
habitat at elevations between 6,000 and 12,000 feet during June, 
a few birds laying in July. The nest is a massive cup of leavea 
and grass lined with finer roots and grass and often with a 
little hair, fur or feathers. It is placed either actually on the 
ground or within a few inches of it in thick undergrowth and 
bushes. The birds generally lay three eggs, sometimes only two 
and very rarely four; in colour these are a dark blue, darker than 
those of any other Indian bird except Garrxdnx alhiyulitris but,, 
unlike these latter, they have no gloss. In shape they are 
rather broad ovals and the texture is stout and smooth. Forty 
eggs average 21*7 X 15*9 mm. and the extrenjes are: maxima 
24*1 X 16‘3 and 22*1 x 17*0 mm.; minima 20*0 X 16*3 mm. 

Habits. This Short-wing is much more of a true Chat in its 
habits than the other birds of the subfamily. Davidson says: 
“the male has the habits of a Robin, hopping about with its tail 
over its back and is very pugnacious to other birds trespassing 
in its vicinity. Both sexes, however, were partial to thick 
cover and, except in the neighbourhood of the nest, very shy.’' 
They have a sweet little song, which they utter from the tops of 
low bushes and they keep less to the ground and more to hushes 
in their search for food than do any of the other Brachy'pUryginoi, 


Subfamily SAXICOLINiE. 

The SaxicolincB or Chats form a natural section of the ThrmJui 
and to some extent lead from the true Thrushes to the Flycatchers. 

They are well represented in the Indian Avifauna, though the 
greater number of species are migratory and very few are really 
permanent residents in the Plains. They have an autumn moult 
and a farther seasonal spring change in coloration caused by the 
abrasion of the fringes of the feathers. The sexes are almost 
invariably dissimilar, sometimes strikingly, sometimes only 
slightly. 

In the Chats the bill is strong and the rictal bristles well 
developed, sometimes very numerous and strong; the wing is 
pointed and is nearly always longer than the tail, which is almost 
square or is graduated. The tarsus is fairly long and strong. 
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Key to Geneva, 

A. Bill broad at base; rictal bristles numerous and 

strong. 

a. Tail decidedly shorter than wing and not 

noticeably graduated. Saxicola, p. 23, 

b. Tail almost or quite as long ns wing and very 

much graduated, the outermost feathers 
falling short of the longest by about half the 
length of tarsus . Obeicola, p. 34. 

B. Bill narrow and not strikingly broad at base; 

rictal bristles moderate or weak. 

c. Tail with a pattern of two colours. OEnanthe, p, 38. 

d. Tail all of one colour . Cercomela, p. 54. 


Genus SAXICOLA. 

Saxicola Bechst., Orn. Taschenb., p. 216, 1802. 

Type, Saxicola rubicola, by subsequent designation, Selby, 1825. 

The name Praiincola has hitherto been used for the Stone- 
Chats but this is not available, having been previously used by 
Schrenk for the Pratincoles (1798). In 1825 Selby designated the 
Stone-Chat Saxicola rubicola as the type of the genus Saxicola of 
Beehstein. This name must therefore stand. As Saxicola cannot 



Fig, 5.—Head of Saxicola caprata. 


therefore be used for the Wheatears the name (Enanthe Vieillot,. 
1816, will have to be used for this genus, the type by tautonymy 
being (Enanthe cenanthe (Linn.). 

In Saxicola the hill is rather less than half the length of the 
head, broad at the base and well notched; the rictal bristles are 
very strong; the wing is well pointed and the first primary is 
large, varying from half to one-third the length of the second ; 
the tail is decidedly shorter than the wing and is only slightly 
rounded; the tarsus is moderate. The sexes are invariably dis¬ 
similar and the seasonal changes of plumage are very marked. 


^ Key to Species, 

A. Plumage entirely black and white. 

B. Plumage not entirely black and white. 

a. Chin and throat black . 

b, Chiu and throat white or pale rufous. 

a\ Inner webs of tail-feathers white .... 
b\ Inner webs of tail-feathers block or 
brown. 

a'^ Wing over 80 mm. 

A". Wing under 80 mni. 

e.. Chin and throat brown. 


S, caprata, <5, p. 24, 

S. torguatOf d, p. 28. 
S, macrorhyncha, p. 32., 


8, imignis^ p. 33. 

6'. torquata, $, p. 28. 
S, caprata, $, p. 24. 
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Sazicola caprota. 

MotaciUa taprata Liun., S. N., p. 835^ 1766» 

Type-locality: Luzon. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Below very rusty, the white absent or con¬ 

fined to a very small area on abdomen and 
under tail-coverts. 

a. Wing (57 to 72, generally under 70 mm... S. c. burmauiea, p, 24. 
h. Wing 71 to 81, generally over 75 mm. .. S. c, atrata, p, 26. 

B. Below much paler, the white of the under 

tail-coverts extending to abdomen and 
posterior flanks and often right up to 
oreast ..... S. c. hiculor, p. 26 


( 492 ) Saxicola caprata bnrmanica. 

Tub Bubmesb Stone Chat. 

Saxicola cnpraia hurmanica Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xliii, p. 9 
(1928) (Pegu). 

VemacTilar names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole plumage black with the 
exception of the upper and lower tail-coverts and the feathers of 
the wing next the back which are white, the latter forming a 
very conspicuous patch. 

After the autumn moult the feathers of the back and breast are 
fringed with rufous-brown, making these parts look quite brown 
rather than black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, eyelids plumbeous; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 67 to 
72 mm.; tail 44 to 60 mm.; tarsus 22 to 23 mm.; culnien 11 to 
11*5 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage greyish brown, with dark brown 
mesial streaks; the lower back tinged with rufous; upper tail- 
coverts ferruginous; tail dark brown, obsoletely edged paler; 
lores, forehead, chin and throat brownish grey, gradually dark¬ 
ening on breast and becoming more rusty, or fulvous, on abdomen 
and posterior flanks; the breast, upper abdomen and flanks 
streaked to a varying degree with dark brown, sometirnos altogether 
absent; wing-coverts and quills dark brown edged with pale 
rufous ; under tail-coverts pale rufescent. 

In winter the grey margins are very broad and make the whole 
bird look more grey. 

Youi^ male. Like the female but much darker and more richly 
coloured above, below darker and boldly streaked with very dark 
brown; the white wing-patch well developed. 

Kestliug very dark brown above, each feather spotted with 
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fulvous; below^ dark brown spotted with dull fulvous rufescent; 
the white wing-patch of the male is present to some extent from 
the very first. 

This form of capraia is very close to the true S. caprata caprata 
but is distinctly bigger, the wing-measurements of the latter 
being 63 to 65 uiin,, in one instance, only, 67 mm.; the culmen 
measures 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma, Yunnan and Assam, 
South of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. There is very little on record about the breeding 
of this race of S. caprata. Messrs. Harington, Hopwood, and 
others found it breeding in the Chin and Kachiri Hills in April 
and May. Mr. J. T. Mills and I found it breeding in the Hills 
of South Assam, and Oates took its nests in Pegu. The nest is 
the usual rough pad of grass and roots, generally lined with hair 
or fur of some kind, less often with feathers. It is placed in a 
hole in a bank, tree or wall or actually on the ground iu a natural 
hollow under the shelter of a bush or tuft of grass. The eggs 
number three to live and are indistinguishable from those of the 
other subspecies. The few 1 have seen measure about 18’5x 
13*7 mm. 

They breed from the level of the Plains up to at least 6,000 ft. 

Habits. The Pied Chat is extremely common iu most parts of 
Burma in the hills and plains alike, up to some* 4,000 ft., above 
which it is less abiindant. It frequents open country and is not 
found iu heavily forested areas, but it may be seen in grass-lands 
and all kinds of thin bush, cultivated and semi-cultivated country. 
It has the usual habits of the family, catching insects on the 
ground by making little sallies from some point of vantage. It 
constantly spreads and flirts its tail up and down like the rest of 
the genus. 


(493) Saxicola caprata atrata. 

The Southern Indian Stone-Chat. 

Pratincoh atrata Kelaart, Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 177 (1851) 
(Ceylon) ; Blanford & Oates, ii, p. 60. 

Vernacular names. Kampa nalunchi (Tel.), 

Description. Exactly like the Burmese Stone-Chat but much 
larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 81 mm,, generally 75 to 77 ram.; 
tail 49 to 51 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen 13 mm. 

The females and young vary from those of S. c. burmanica in 
size only. 

Distribution. Ceylon, Travancore, Mysore in the extreme 
South, Nilgiris and Malabar, The Kauara birds appear to belong 
to the smaller Northern race. 
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Nidification. The Southern Indian Bush-Chat breeds from 
March to June in the hills of Ceylon and Southern India from 
3,000 feet iipv^ards. It is not a forest bird and is most common 
round about villages, cultivated land, grass and light scrub-jungle. 
The nest is a cup or shallow saucer of grass and roots, lined with 
fur, hair, wool or almost any other soft material, and it may be 
placed in any kind of bole or hollow whether in bank, building or 
drain. The eggs number three to five and only vary from those 
of the next bird in their somewhat larger size. Fifty eggs average 
19*5xlo’2 mm.: maxima 21*0x15*2 and 20*0x 16*2 mm.; 
minima 17*5 X 14*0 and 17*7 x 14T mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(494) Saxicola caprata bicolor. 

The Northebk Indian Stone-Ciiat. 

Saxicoia hicolor Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 92 (Deccan). 

Pratincola caprata (part.). Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 59. 

Vernacular names. Pidha^ Kala Pidha (Hind.); Kximpa nalancln 
(Tel.). 

Description. Similar to S. c. hmnanica but intermediate in size 
between that bird and S, c. airata and with the white of the 
under tail-coverts extending well on to the abdomen and pos¬ 
terior flanks, often quite up to the breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 77mm.; tail 44 to 48mm.; tarsus 
22 to 24 mm,; culmen 11 to 12 nim., the latter measurement 
obtaining only in a few specimens in the extreme South of its 
range, adjoining the larger-billed 8'. c. atrala. 

The females and young are only distinguishable from airata 
by their smaller bills and rather vsmaller size. 

I cannot separate Hartei’Fs rossorum from hicolor in so far as 
our Indian birds are concerned. There are very big series of both 
of these supposed races in the British Museum and the limits of 
measurement are the same in each for wing, tail, tarsus and bill,, 
whilst the extent of white on the belly varies to exactly the same 
degree. Persian and Afghan birds (fo, however, differ somewhat 
and are separable. 

Distribution. North of the area occupied by the Southern form, 
to every portion of India, North-East to Bengal and Assam North 
of the Brahmaputra, North to the Himalayas from Assam to the 
extreme North-West, Oudb, Sind. 

Nidification. The Northern Indian Stone-Chat breeds through¬ 
out its area both in the plains and in the hills up to 8,000 feet. The 
principal months of the breeding-season are April and May in the 

E lains and May and June in the hills, but in Sind it appears to 
reed in March and April and again in August, in which month 
Barnes took its eggs. The nest is a pad, shallow saucer or fairly 
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deep cup of grass and roots lined with any soft material, such as 
hair, fur or wool, but feathers are not often used. It may be 
placed in a hole in practically any position and it has been taken 
from wells, houses, retaining walls, road-side banks and railway 
cuttings, old dead or fallen trees, or even from a hollow on the 
ground under a bush, tuft of grass or other shelter. Although 
the bird is so common the nests are not always easy to find as 
the parent birds are said to be \ery cautious in visiting them, 
whilst the hen slips away unnoticed or sits tight until danger has 
passed. The eggs number three to five, generally four. The 
normal ground-colour is a pale bluish white or less often a pale 
stone or pinkish white, whilst in a few eggs it may be a darker tint 
of blue. The markings consist of freckles, specks and small 
blotches of light reddish brown, generally rather indistinct and 
numerous everywhere, occasionally bolder and well defined. They 
are nearly always more numerous at the larger end where they 
often form a ring or cap. In shape they are short, broad ovals 
with a tine, smooth texture only slightly glossy. One hundred 
eggs average 17‘f)xl3U mm.: maxima 19‘2xl4'5 and 18*2x 
15’0 mm.; minima 16*2 x 13*4 and 17 0 x 12*9 mm. 

Habits. The Northern Indian Stone-Chat is a resident almost 
throughout its habitat but it seems to leave its highest ranges m 
winter and in so?ne parts moves locally from the plains to the 
adjacent hills for breeding-purposes. It is not found in heavily- 
forested country but is common in grass-lands, thin scrub and 
mixed cultivation, and appears to prefer the vicinity of villages 
and gardens. It takes nearly all its food off the ground by little 
flights from some prominent stone, stump, fence or other place 
with a clear view all round. Less often it will make little sorties 
into the air and capture an insect on the wing, not, however, with 
the invariable success which follows its attempts on the ground. 
It is fond of spreading and jerking its tail about like all Chats, 
and during the breeding-season it also drops and quivers its wings, 
raising its scapulars to show the broad white patch on the coverts. 
At the same time it puffs out the feathers of the rump. Its notes 
are indistinguishable from those of the English Stone-Chat. 

Saxicola torquata* 

Muacicapa torquata Linn., S. X., i, p. 328, 17G0. 

Type-locality : AV^est South Africa. 

Keif to Subspecies, 

A. AVhite on base of tail straight across all 

feathers. 

a. Wing nearly always under 71 mm.; culmen 
about 12 mm. 

a\ Paler; underparts pale rufous on flanks 

and abdomen . S, t. indica^ p. 28. 

6'. Darker; the orange-rufous of breast ex¬ 
tending to lower breast and flanks .... S. stejnegei'i, p, 30^ 




28 


TURBID J5. 


h, Winjif nearly always over 71 mm.; culmen 

about 15 mm.... przewalsktt\ p. 30. 

B. White on tail most on inner web of second 
pair of tail-feathers, decreasing in extent 
outwardly. /S. p. 31. 

The races are not easy to define by a key, though on actual 
comparison the differences are at once appreciable. The big bill 
of JS. f, ^wzewalskii will, however, nearly always suffice to dis¬ 
tinguish that race, whilst S. t. siejnegen will not be found over 
the greater part of the winter area of S, t. indica. 

(495) Saxicola torquata indica. 

The Indian Bush-Chat. 

Pratincola indica Blytli, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 129 (1847) (India, 
Calcutta). 

Pratincola maura. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 61. 

Vernacular names. Adiwi-campa'-nalanchiy Adain-cionpa-pita 

<Tel.). 

Description.—Male. After the autumn moult the forehead, 
crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars and upper rump are black, 
with broad fulvous or rufous margins to the feathers ; the inner¬ 
most wing-coverts pure white ; the remaining upper wing-coverts 
black, edged with rufous; primary-coverts and wiiiglet black 
edged with whitish; quills dark brown, the primaries narrowly, 
the secondaries broadly edged with rufous ou the outer webs and 
tips; lower rump and upper tail-coverts white, frequently suffused 
with orange-rufous ; tail black, narrowl}^ edged with pale rufous ; 
the extreme bases generally white ; lores, sides of head, chin ami 
throat black, most of the feathers edged with fulvous ; a patch of 
white on each side of the neck; breast orange-rufous, remainder 
of the lower plumage paler rufous ; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries black with narrow white tips. 

In summer plumage the fringes on the black plumage wear 
off and these parts become deep black; the rufous ou the upper 
tail-coverts disappears and these become pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; witig 67 t<i 
71 mm.; tail about 50 mm.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 11 
to 12 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and ear-coverts brown, the feathers 
broadly tinged with fulvous; more rufescent on lower back ; 
upper tail-coverts pale rufous; lores, a ring round the eye and 
ear-coverts dusky fulvous; forehead, supercilium and chin ])ale 
fulvous, remainder of lower plumage still paler fulvous, the bases 
of the feathers showing through more rufescent, especially on the 
breast. 
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Nestling. Head black, with broad fulvous central lines; mantle 
brown with golden-fulvous centres and fringes; rump and upper 
tail-coverts bright ferruginous; lower parts dull fulvous; the 
breast freely streaked with dark brown; the wing-feathers are 
brown, broadly edged with ferruginous buff. 

The white wing-patoh is very early developed in the male. 

The Indian Bush-Cliat is very closely allied to the European 
Stone-Chat (>S'. t. ruhicola), from which it differs in having no 
streaks on the upper tail-coverts and in having the black axillaries- 
and under wing-coverts tipped witli white. 

Distribution. Ifreeds from extreme East to extreme West of 
Himalayas and thence North to Western Siberia, Transcaspia, 
Turkestan and Persia, lu winter throughout Northern India to- 
the hills in the North of Mysore and Travancore, Andamans and, 
rarely, in North-West Burma. 

Nidiflcation. The Indian Jfush-Chat breeds during late May, 
June and early July in the hills and about a mouth earlier in the 
lower ranges and plains. Marshall has recorded it as breeding at 
Saharan pur but this must have been quite an abnormal occurrence,, 
for the district has had many good ornithologists working it since 
that date without any repetition of its nesting having been re¬ 
corded. It may have been a mistake. It does, however, breed 
occasionally at the foot of the Himalayas in the plains of 
North-West India, but typically it is a hill-breeder between ele¬ 
vations of 2,000 and 8,000 feet. It breeds in great numbers in 
Kashmir, theSimla and Garhwal Hills between 5,000 and 7,000 feet, 
in Sikkim certainly up to 9,000 feet, whilst in the Khagaii and 
Kurram \'alleys Whitehead and Harington found it breeding at 
even higher elevations. The nest is a cup of grass, leaves aud 
roots, sometimes niix(3d with other materials and generally lined 
witli hair or fur. It is placed in holes in walls, under rocks 
and boulders, occasionally in banks and still less often under 
bushes and tufts of grass but nearly always well concealed. The 
eggs number four to six and have the ground-colour a pale, rather 
dull blue with freckles of light reddish brown sometimes fairly 
numerous over the larger half of the egg, sometimes coalescing in 
a well-detined ring or cap and sometimes almost absent. Fifty 
eggs average 16*9 x 13*5 mm.: maxima 18*5x14*0 and 1G*2 x 
14*5 mm.; minima 15*4 X 13*0 and 15*8 x 12*6. 

Habits. The Indian Bush-Chat differs little from its English 
cousin in its habits. Usually it is seen perched up on some rock 
or high stone, flicking and spreading its tail about and every now 
and then launching forth after some insect on the ground below 
it and then returning to its seat to devour it. Its flight is strong 
and fairly direct but it is not good on its feet and seldom runs 
on the ground. It keeps entirely to open country aud is most 
common on bare, rocky hillsides in summer and about villages and 
cultivation in winter, especially when they are interspersed with 
stony, bare wastes. 
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(496) Sazicola torquata przewalskii. 

The Tuiikestax Bush-Chat. 

Pi'utincola manra var. pfzeicalskii Pleske, Wis. Res. Przewalski’a 
Reis., Vo^^, i, p. 46 (1889) (Kansu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The darkest and largest race of S. torquata^ both 
sexes showing this character distinctly, especially on the under 
plumage; the axillaries are black with only obsolete white tips. 
The orange-rufous of the underparts is much deeper and extends 
well on the flanks and even on to the centre of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Bush-Chat. 

Measurements. Wings 72 to 77 inm.; culmen 15 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Tibet, the higher ranges of the Kachin 
Hills, Shan States, Yunnan and Western Central China. In 
winter throughout Eastern India, Assam, Burma and Siam, 
straggling west into Kashmir. 

Nidification. The only nest taken within the limits of tliis work 
was found by Mr. J. P. Cook at Monywa, Chiu Hills, on the 6th 
June and contained five eggs. These have the ground-colour 
pale yellowish white and they are well-marked witii reddish browm, 
principally at the larger end. They measure about 17*2 x 13*8 mm. 

The nest was described as a shallow pad of grass and roots, 
lined with hair and feathers, and placed in a hole in a bank under 
a thick root. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(497) Saxicola torquata stejnegeri. 

The Japanese Bush-Chat. 

Praiincola rubicola stejnegeri Parrot, Verb. Orn. Ges. Bayern, viii, 
p. 124 (1908) (Iturup in N. Japan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both sexes are darker than indica, not quite so 
dark as przewalskii. 

Colours of soft parts as in S. t. indica. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 71 mm,; culmen 13*5 to 14*5 mm. 
Meinertzhagen says that the bill is wider and stouter than in 
either of the last two races, but the difference is not easy to see. 

Distribution. Breeds in Siberia, East of the Lena to Japan, and 
from Trans-Batkalia to North-Eastern China and Saghalien. In 
winter it is found throughout Southern China, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Malaya, Burma, Assam and Eastern Bengal. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in great numbers about Mt. Fuji¬ 
yama in Japan, making a typical Bush-Chat’s nest and laying eggs 
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like those oi S.t, torquata but generally less blue and more heavily 
«narked. Forty eggs average 17*8 x 18*7 mm; 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(498) Saxicola torquata leucura. 

The White-tailed Bush-Chat. 

Pratincola leucura Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 474 (1847) (Sind); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 63. 

Vernacular names. Khar-qyldda (Hind, at Monghyr). 

Description. Like the Indian Bush-Chat but very much paler, 
the rufous below is confined to a patch on the breast and the upper 
parts in winter are also much paler in both sexes. The tail is 
quite different; all other forms of the Stone-Chat or Bush-Chat have 
the white, if any, confined to the extreme base, straight across. 
In this bird the pair next the centre pair is typically all white on 
the inner web decreasing slightly in extent to the outermost pair; 
on the outer web the white varies from a line at the base to about 
half the feather, also decreasing in extent to the outermost pair 
which is generally pale brown throughout. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in S. t. indka. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Assam to Sind and also in the 
foot-hills and plains adjoining them. It has also been found in 
the low hills of Northern and Eastern Burma through to Pahpoon 
in Tenasserim. 

Nidihcation. The White-tailed Bush-Chat breeds in the sub- 
Himalayan plains and foot-hills from Assam to Garhwal and 
Currie obtained them breeding at Multan* in considerable 
numbers. In Assam they breed in the tracts of thatching-grass 
land which run for many miles without a break except for .swamps 
and patches of coarse ekra and reeds. Of Garhwal, Whymper 
writes ; “ I never saw them in our parts except in the Terais and 
Bhabers, so that 1,500 or, at the outside, 2,000 feet is their limit, 
though, doubtless, if there was swampy ground and heavy grass 
I can imagine their following it up hill considerably higher. Their 
nests are very well concealed and a favourite site is a tangled mass 
of grass brought down by floods and stranded, and I have seen a 
nest fully two feet inside one of these masses. The only way 
I could And nests was to go about until a female joined a male 
and then watch the former back on to her nest, a very difficult 
job in the long grass they frequented.'^ Mr. P. W. Mackinnon 
said that he had found this Chat at Debra Dun and, finally, 
Mr. Stevens obtained them breeding in the Mai Valley in East 
Nepal. The eggs, wliich number three to five, cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished from these of P, t, indica but taken as a whole are 


* An imperfect specimen was wrongly described by me In 1913 as Pratmcola 
inaura (= Saxicola torquata indim)^ 
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paler, less blue or blue-green in tint and rather more profusely 
freckled with reddish. Twenty-four eggs average 18*0 x 14*0 mm.: 
maxima 191x14*1 and 16*8x 14*6 mm.; minima 16*4x14*4 
and 17*5x13*6 min. They breed from the end of April to the 
end of May. 

Habits. This subspecies is merely a form of the Indian Bush- 
Chat breeding in the plains and low-levels but, curiously enough, 
instead of being darker and more richly coloured than its relations 
breeding in the mountains, reverses the usual rule and is paler 
and less richly coloured. It frequents grass-lands, reed-beds and 
stretches of elephant-grass but keeps to such as are in swampy 
land or in the vicinity of swamps. It is probably a much more 
common bird all along the Terai than is supposed but its haunts 
are seldom visited by Europeans except when shooting big game 
and they are easily overlooked or merely accepted as the common 
Chat on migration. 

(499) Saxicola macrorhyncha. 

Stoliczka’s Brsu-CiiAT. 

Pratincola macrorhyncha Stoliczka, J. A. S. B., xli, pt. ii, p. 238 
(1872) (Cutch) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 63. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage sandy-buff, broadly streaked with 
dark brown ; lores and a broad supercilium pale buft’; ear-coverts 
rufous-bufP; lores and ear-coverts marked with dark brown ; upper 
tail-coverts white or rufous-white; middle tail-feathers dark 
brown, edged with sandy-bufF, the next pair white on about four- 
fifths of the inner web and about two-thirds of the outer webs,, 
increasing gradually to the whole of the outer web on the outer¬ 
most pair; a broad patch of white on the wing-coverts next the 
back; other wing-coverts and quills black, edged with rufous- 
sandy ; chin and throat pure white; remainder of lower plumage 
very pal© buff, generally darker on the breast; under wing-coverts 
white, with the black bases showing through ; axillaries white 
with black bases. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris brown; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 77 mm.; tail 50 to 54 mm.; 
tarsus 24 mrn.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Male in summer. Above, the pale margins are nearly worn off 
and the bird appears to be a sooty-black ; the supercilium becomes 
white and the lower surface creamy-bufl, the black bases often 
showing through. 

Female similar to male but with no white wing-patch and ne 
white on the tail. 

Measurements practically the same as the male. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-black, paler at 
base of maxilla and on mandible. 



SAXICOLA. 


33 


Young males are like the adult but have the white wing-patch 
very small and the white on the tail less in extent and strongly 
tinged with fulvous. 

Young. “Upper surface earthy brown, streaked and spotted 
with pale creamy butt*; upper tail-coverts pale creamy-bufF; wings 
dark brown, all the feathers edged with rufous, the median coverts 
with triangular whitish tips; tail dark brown, all the feathers 
edged on both webs and tipped with rufous; the outer pair of 
feathers have the entire outer web and a small portion of the base 
of the inner web rufous; sides of the head, lores and ear-coverts 
dirty white mottled with brown; the lower surface dull huffish 
white, mottled with brown on the throat and breast.^’ (Whistler, 
‘ Ibis,* 1922, p. 304.) 

Distribution. A resident species in the Punjab, Rajputana, 
Northern Gujarat, Cutch and Sind. 

Nidification. Unknown but Mr. H. Whistler obtained speci¬ 
mens in pairs, in the Jhang District, Punjab, in April and July, 
and obtained young birds in August and September. 

Habits. Mr. Whistler writing of this Chat in the Jhang District 
records : “ Its favourite haunts are the wide plains of a hard, sandy 
soil, fertile when ploughed and irrigated, but normally of the con¬ 
sistency and appearance of a ‘ made-up * tennis court; they arc 
bare of grass for the most part, but are studded with the small 
desert plants of ‘ Uck* and ‘Karil* (wild Caper) and diversified 
with small sand-dunes and broken ground. 

“ A few pairs also inhabit the somewhat different area of the 
Nurpar Canal escape, where the running-off of volumes of waste 
canal-water has produced great reed-beds, surrounded by jungles 
of Pampas-grass. 

“ In habits Stoliczka’s Chat resembles the other members of 
the genus, perching on the tops of bushes or stems, at times fairly 
tame, at others surprisingly wild. 1 never heard any call-note 
uttered.*' 


(500) Saxicola insignis. 

IIODGSON*S BuSIl-ClIAT. 

Pratincola insif/nis Hodgf*., List Mam. Birds B.M., App. p. 153 
(1817) (Nepal); Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 64. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in winter, liores and ear-coverts black; 
head black with narrow fulvous fringes; upper plumage black with 
broad fulvous edges; upper tail-coverts white, more or less 
suffused with rufous; tail blackish with narrow rufous edges and 
concealed white bases ; edge of shoulder of wing, a very big patch 
next the back and the greater primary coverts white; remainder 
of wing black, the inner secondaries edged with fulvous; point 
of chin black; chin and throat white, sometimes smeared with 
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rufous; rest of lower plumage rusty ferruginous, deepest on the 
upper breast and palest on the abdomen ^ otten a few spots or 
black on the Lre-neek and upper breast; under tail-coverts fulvous- 
white; axillaries and under wing-coverts white with black bases. 

In summer the pale fringes are worn off the upper parts which 
become wholly black; the spots on the fore-neck and breast also 
seem to disappear. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 162 to 166 nun.; wing 83 
to 92 mm.; tail 49 to 54 mm.; tarsus 27 mm.; culmen 13 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings brown, edged with dull 
fulvous; upper tail-coverts dull ferruginous; tail brown, edged 
paler; forehead and faint supercilium fulvous; below pale rusty 
fulvous, darkest on the throat and breast which are sometimes 
lightly spotted; sides of neck, throat and brc^ast generally 
brownish. The greater coverts of the wing are not white, nor is 
there any white wing-patch as in the male, but the fulvous 
margins to the greater and median coverts form two broad wing- 
bars. 

A young male has the upper plumage of the male and the 
lower that of the female. 

Distribution. Occurs in winter on the plains of Xorthern India 
from Cawnpore to the Bhutan Hoars. Mandelli obtained this 
Chat in the lower bills of 8ikkim and the Bhutan Hoars in April 
but the breeding-grounds are still unknown, 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Beyond the fact that this Chat is found in flat, open 
country thickly dotted with eaiie-fields nothing is recorded about 
it. 


Genus OBEICOLA. 

Bonap., Comp. liend., xxxviii, p. G (1854). 

Type, 0. melanoleuca. 

This genus differs from Saxicola in having a longer and much 
more graduated tail. 


to Species. 

A. \yhole upper plumage, wings and tail black. O. jerdoni^ cf» P- 35. 

B, Upper plum^e ashy and black; wing-coverts 


largely white; tail margined white. O.ferrea, cf, p. 36. 

C. Upper plumage rufous-brown or rufoua-ashy. 

a. With no supercilium. O.jerdoniy 9 , p. 35. 

b. With a supercilium . O. ferrea^ 9, p. 37. 


Oreicola ferrea has been divided into two races by Hartert 
and I think rightly, though his chief character for separating them, 
length of tail, is of no use. There are very fine series of both forms 
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in the British Museum and these show that whilst the tails of 0./. 
ferrea range from 55 to 00 in in., those of O.f, haringtoni range from 
51 to 03 mm. On the other hand, when two rows are laid out, 
one of the Western form, ferrea^ and one of the Eastern form, 
haringtoni^ the latter is obviously a much whiter bird below and 
quite easy to distinguish. The eggs laid by the two races contrast 
well witli one another. 

(oOi) Oreicola jerdoni. 

JrvJlDON’s Bl'su-Ohat. 

Oreicola jeidoui Blyth, Ibis, ]8t)7, p. 14 (India, PunitM); Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. (Ui. 

Vernacular names. Uao tisha-gashira (Cachari). 

Description—Adult male. Whole upper plumage, wings and 
tail glossy hiue-baeic; whole undHr plu’nage white; under wing- 
coverts black sometimes tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill and h^gs black. 

Measurements. 3\>tal length about 150 to 155 mm.; wing 67 
to 60 mm.; tail 61 to 60 mm.; tarsus 23 mm.; culmeu 11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage brown, tinged with rui'ous on 
the lov^e^ back and rump ; u{)per tail-coverts rufous ; wings brown 
e<lged with the colour of the back; chin and throat white; 
remainder of lower plumage pale fulvous, darkest on breast and 
Hanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements a tritie less than the male, wing 64 to 68 mm. 

A young male is like the female hut darker and broadly marked 
above and on the breast u ith dark edges to the feathers. 

Distribution. Tlie sub-1 limalayau Terai and adjoining jdaiiis 
from Eastern Behar and Eastern Bengal, through Assam and a 
great part of the Chin, Kachin Hills and lower liills of Central 
liurina to Prome. 

Kididcation. 1 found this Cliat breeding in great numbers in 
the vast plains of sun-gntss, or thatching-grass, on the Nortli bank 
of the Brahmaputra in the Lakhimpur District. Stevens found 
liiem breeding right under the foot-hills in the same district and 
they occur as far West as the grass-plains in tlie Northern })arts 
of the Kamrup District hut in much smaller numbers. They also 
breed in some of the upland grass-plains in the Chin Hills. The 
nest is very hard to Hnd. being tucked away amongst the roots of 
tlie grass and quite invisible until these are torn apart. It is well 
built of roots and black tibroiis materials, lined with fine grass and 
in shape it is a compact, stout little cup. They lay from early 
April to the end of May, but principally in the last week in April. 
The eggs number three or four, sometimes two only being incu¬ 
bated. In colour they are a bright hedge-sparrow blue, only in 
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rare instances with a very faintly freckled ring at the larger end. 
The texture is close and fine with a slight gloss, and they are very 
stout little eggs for their size. Thirty eggs average 16*2 x 
13*2 mm.: maxima 18*0x13*6 mm.; minima 15*2x12*4 mm. 

Habits. Jerdoii’s Bush-Chat is just like the other Chats of the 
genus S(vvicola in all its ways but is not, perhaps, quite so quick 
or lively in its movements on the wing whilst it is even more 
active on its legs when hunting for its insect-food. It takes most 
of its prey by short flights from some twig at the top of a bush or 
a tali reed, either descending to the ground or clinging to the 
lower parts of the reeds, etc. Bonietimes, however, it regularly 
hunts amongst the bottoms of the reeds and grass for insects more 
like a Babbler than a Chat. It is a very silent little bird but the 
male sometimes utters a low “chit-ehurr, ehit-chiirrr,” accom¬ 
panying the not<‘ with a flirt of its expanded tail. Its Hight is 
direct and strong but under ordinary eirmjmstances it seldom flies 
far. 


Oreicola ferrea. 

to tStihspecle^s, 

A, Darker alx>ve and more grey below at 

all seasons . (h ferrea ferrea, y. 

B. Paler above and purer white in summer 

and less grey in winter below . (), ferrea harliajtoni, p. ;ks. 

The females are not separable. 

(502) Oreicola ferrea ferrea. 

Tub Westbkn Dabk-grey Busu-CitAT. 

Sa.vicola ferrea Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, pp. 71, (iSiG) 
(Nepal). 

Oreicola ferrea. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. G(>. 

Vernacular names. *SarraX:-r7j«4-p/to (Lepcba). 

Description.—Adult male in winter. A narrow supercilium 
from the forehead to the nape white ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
sides of neck black ; whole upper plumage ashy-grey ; the feathers 
of the head to lower back with broad black centres; some birds 
have rusty fringes to tlie feathers of these parts, some hardly any; 
tail brownish black, the feathers increasingly edged with while, 
the outer webs of the outermost pair being entirely white ; wing- 
coverts and quills black, edged with grey, often nearly white on 
the inner secondaries; inner coverts next the back pure white; 
chin, throat and generally a line behiiiri the black sides of the neck 
white; remainder of lower parts ashy-w bite, darkest across the 
breast and on flanks. 

Male in summer loses the grey edges to the feathers of the 
upper plumage, these parts becoming nearly black; the under- 
parts become purer white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs brown 
to blackish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 66 to 
69 rnm.; tail 56 to 60 mm.; tarsus 20 mm,; culmen 11 min. 

Female. The whole upper plumage rufous or rufous ashy, with 
dark centres which become more prominent as the feathers become 
abraded in summer; upper tail-coverts dark bright chestnut; tail 
brown, broadly edged with efiestnut,the outermost feathers paler; 
a pale grey supercilium ; lores, sides of head, ear-coverts and sides 
of neck reddish brown, darkest in front of and under the eye ; 
chin and throat almost white : remainder of lower plumage ashy 
rufous, darkest on the breast and brightest and more rufous on 
the posterior abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

The young bird is rufous-brown above, the feathers of tlie head 
and nape with fulvous central streaks; those of the neck with 
pale centres and blackish edges. On the nnderparts, the lower 
throat, breast and flanks are edgf‘d with dark brown or blackish. 
As soon as tiie wing and tail quills appear the male can be dis¬ 
tinguished from the female, the former having these black and the 
latter brown, edged in both sexes with the same colours as the 
adult birds. 

Distribution. The Western Himalayas from Chitral aud tlie 
borders of Afghanistan to Eastern Assam, North and South of 
the Jirahinaputra. 

Nidification. The Dark-grey 13us])-Chat breeds throughout its 
range at all heights between 4,000 and 9,000 feet, perhaps even 
1,000 feet Iiigher than this. The nest is a fairly well-made cup 
of grass, roots, a few leaves and a little moss, lined with grass, fur 
or liair, sometiuies with all three mixed, sometimes with fur or hair 
alone. They may he placed in almost any natural hollow in a 
hank, under a bush or thick tuft of grass, in among tlie roots of 
a tree, in a hole amongfthe stones and boulders of a retaining wall 
or even on tlie ground in open grass land in a slight depression. 
They breed from early April to early July and, according to llume, 
generally have two broods which they rear in the same nest. The 
eggs number four or live. In colour the ground varies from a 
bluish white to a blue as deep as that of a Thrush’s egg: the 
markings in some are very sparse consisting of an ill-defined ring 
or cap of faint reddish specks, in others these caps and rings are 
well and strongly defined and in yet others the whole surface is 
faintly freckled with reddish, generally in addition to a well- 
marked ring and Ihe whole as|>ect of the egg is more reddish than 
blue. The texture is stout aud fine but not highly glossed and 
the shape is a broad oval. One hundred eggs average 17*9 x 
14*2 rnm.: maxima 19*3x150 and 18*1 x 15T mm.; minima 
16*1 x 13*2 and 18*0 x 131 mm. 

Habits. There is little to note on this bird’s habits which are 
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quite typical of the sub-fatnily. It is essentially a bird of open 
^ijrass-laiuls, not, as a rule, frequenting even open bush and scrub 
jungle. It is plefitiful in v\ inter in the elephant and ekra reeds on 
the borders of all the waterways in Assam and Eastern Bengal 
ami in Behar may be found more often in cultivated country, in 
tile non-breeding season it somefimes collects in considerable 
nunibtM's but is not gregarious in the true sense of the word. 

(o03) Oreicola ferrea haringtoni. 

Tnn Eastehn Daijk-okkv Bush-Chat. 

O ret cola ferrea Itarhtfffoat WiwXovt, A eg. l*al. Fauna, i, p. 711 
(Moupiu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the Western Dark-grey Biisli- 
Chat in being whiter below at all seasons of the year, in summer 
the breast and abdomen are almost pure white. 

Measurements. Wing 04 to Os mm.; tail ol to 63 mm. If the 
tail is measured from tlie base this adds four or five mm. to the 
length and makes them agree with Jlartert's for both species 
included. 

Disti*ibution. Hills of Cliina, Yunnan, Kachin, and Chin Hills. 
The birds from South Assam are 0. ferrea ftr 'ai and they only breed 
occasionally on that side of the Brahmaputra, nearly all of them 
crossing the river to breed to the North in Nepal and Sikkim etc. 

Nidiffcation. Similar to that of Oreicola ferrea ferrea but the 
eggs, taken as a series, are very different. The ground-colour is a 
brighter, deeper blue and, whilst in many eggs the markings are 
entirely absent, in none are they numerons enougli, or sufficiently 
well delined, to make the eggs look anything but bright blue. 
Eorty egirs average 18*4 x 14*4 mrn. : maxima 19'8xl4-5 and 
10*1x15 0 mm.; minima 17*1 X 14*2 and lS'2xl4*0 mm. 

The principal l)reeding inoiitlis are April and Hay. 

Habits. Those of the preceding race hut the Eastern form seems 
to be found more often in scrub and thin bush cover than is the 
Western. 

Genus OENANTHE. 

QHnanthe Vieill., Analyse, p. 40, 18B). 

Type, Mofacilln (enantlie Linn. 

As already explained, the name Sa.rirola cannot be ust*d for the 
Whentears, as in 1827 Swainson designated Motacllla rnhicola a.s 
the genotype, thus anticipating Gray who did not give Motacilla 
cenanthe as the type of ^Sa.rirola until 1841. The next oldest 
name is Vieiilot’s QJnanthe, 1816, type by tautonymy Motacilla 
(xnanthe Linn. 

The genus (Enanthe contains a large number of species which 
are essentially birds of deserts and waste lands, and they are most 
developed in the dry parts of Boiith-Western Asia and Northern 
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Africa, The majority of the species are migratory and only 
winter visitors to India but others are resident and breed within 
our area. The sexes are usually dissimilar and both sexes undergo 
a seasonal change of plumage which in some species causes a very 
great alteration in their a{)pearaiice. 

In (Enanthe tlie bill is about half the length of the head, 
slender and not widened at the base ; the rictal bristles few and 
weak ; the wing is pointed, the first primary being about one-third 
the length of the second; the tail is shorter than the wing and 
nearly square ; the tarsus is rather long but slender. 

The young of (Eiuuithe are typically Saxicoline, having the 
plumage both above and below barred and spotted, giv ing a mottled 
appearance. This juvenile plumage is moulted iu the first 
autumn into one similar to that of tlm adult. 


Key to Species. 


A. Tail white or bulT and brown; the 

lateral feathers iniinaculate or ob~ 
liquely marked with black. 

B. Tail white and black; the laterals with 

a broad band at tlie tip. 
a. Band on lateral tail-feathers not ex¬ 
ceeding 25 niin. in breadth, 
a'. Second primary shorter than sixth. 
Sexes alike, plumage black and 

white . 

h". Sexes different; males black 
and white, females brown. 
Abdomen white, crown black. 
//, Alxlomen and crown both 

white . 

c\ Abdomen black . 

d \ Throat and breast dark browm, 
contrasting with the pale 

abdomen . 

Throat and breast bull, blend¬ 
ing into the paler butl 

abdomen . 

p. Throat, breast and upper 
abilomen sooty-browm .... 
b', Second primary betw een sixth and 
fifth; sexes different; chin and 
throat black. 

r". Ikick and scapulars of the same 

colour . 

f/". Back buif, scapulars black .... 
(•’, Second primary equal to or 
longer than fifth; chin and 

throat never black . 

e". Sexes different; bands on tail 

about 22 mm.. 

Under wing-coverts black 
edged with white . 


moiuttha, p, 40. 


CE. nlboniyer, p. 40. 

GC. picata, c? > P- I-* 

(K. capixfrata, <5, p. 4.1. 
iK. opUthohuc((y (5, p. 44. 

(E. pi cat a ^ ? P* 42. 

GH. vapidrata^ 5 . p. 45. 
C/s. opidJtoteucay J , p, 45. 


fZi. ieucowv/ay J ♦ P- 
(K. 7nvtanoleuca, o, p. 47. 


Hi wuanthvy S , p. 48. 
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Under wing-coverts brown 

edged with rufous . 

Sexes alike; band on tail about 
26 min.; under wiug-coverts 

uniform fulvous . 

b. Band on lateral tail-feathers more 

than 25 mm. broad. 

C. Tail chestnut and black; the lateral 
feathers with a broad band at the tip. 


(E. cenanthe, p. 48. 

iE. unheUmn^ p. 49. 
iE. deserti, p. 51. 

(E. xanthoprifinna^ p. 53. 


(504) (Enantlie monacha. 

The Hooded Chat. 

Saxicola monacha Tenim., PI. Col., p. 359, tig. 1 (1825) (Nuia) : 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 69. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in summer. Forehead, crown, nape, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts pure 
white; tail w’hite, the terminal two-thirds of tlio central pair 
brown, the other pairs marked, in varying degree, with brown 
towards the tips; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length 17o to 180 mm.; wing 101 to 
106 mm.; tail 67 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen 16 to 
17 mm. 

After the autumn moult the new black feathers of back, breast 
and wings are all fringed with white. 

Female. Upper plumage sandy-brown, sometimes tinged with 
buff; rump and upper tail-coverts creamy-fawn ; tail like the 
male but the white replaced by buff and generally with more 
brown on the outer pairs ; lower plumage pale, dingy buff. 

Measurements. Rather smaller than the male. 

Distribution. From Nubia and Upper Egypt and coasts of Red 
Sea, through Palestine, Persia, Afghanistan and Baluchistan to the 
Mekran Coast and hills of Sind. The farthest East recorded is 
Brooks's specimen obtained in January m xSehwan. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 

(.505) (Enanthe alboniger. 

IfiTMF/s Chat. 

Saxicola alboniger Hume, S. F., i, p. 2 (1873) (Sind). 

Saxicola aVnnigra, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 70. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, back and scapulars, sides of breast, flanks, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts black ; wings dark brown, the 
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coverts edged with black ; central tail-feathers white at the base, 
brownish black on the terminal three-quarters; lateral tail- 
feathers white with broad brownish-black tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to 180 min.; wing 94 
to 10(5 nun.; tail 55 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; culmen 
about 16 mm. 

The tail seems to vary in an extraordinary way, several 
specimens in no way abraded or in moult having it under 60 mm. 

The nestling seems to be barred with dark brown ; it moults 
the first autumn into the adult plumage, though the black is 
replaced by deep cbocolate-brown. 

Distribution. Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan to Ivaslimir and 
Sind. 

Nidification. Tins fine Cliafc breeds in some numlx^rs from 
Kerman Westwards to Shiraz, ])rinei])ally between 5,000 and (5,000 
feet but, possibly, also a good deal higher. It lays as early as 
March but second broods are reared in (he end of May and June. 
The site generally selected is said, by Mr. A. J. Currie, to be a 
crevice or hole in a rock, sometimes high up and inaccessible 
without ropes, jit other times quite low down yet equally 
unobtainable, being placed at the end of deep clefts, too small and 
too deep for an arm to enter. At Kerman, however, Mr. Currie 
found it building in the rafter-holes in deserted mud-buildings. 
Wherever built the nest is always guarded by a fortification of 
small flat pebbles slojiing gradually from the outside of the hole 
up to its highest point just in front of the nest. In the cavity 
inside this a nest of stones is made with a rather poor lining of 
grass, feathers and liair. A large number of stones are often used 
in these ramparts and one such weighed 2 lb. 

The full clutcli of eggs is five. In colour they are very pale 
«kim-milk blue, some spotless or nearly so, otliers with a fairly 
well-defined ring of faint reddish-brown spots and freckles at the 
larger end. One egg in a clutch seems often to be darker and 
better marked than the rest. 

Twenty eggs average 22*5 x 1(5*8 mm : maxima 25 0 X 17*1 mm.; 
minima 20*3 X 16*5 and 22*»i x 16’1 mm. 

Habits. In Persia Hume’s Chat vseems to be found frequenting 
rocky hills, often of limestone, especially in the vicinity of culti¬ 
vation. It is quite the most common of all the Chats in Persia 
From Kerman and Shiraz extending right down through the hills 
to our Nortli-West Frontier but decreasing rapidly in numbers 
from Shiraz southwards. It is said to have a loud melodious 
song, although not a very varied one. The call-note is described 
by Mr. Currie as “ a short, sharp, high-pitched whistle, rapidly 
uttered three or four times and if its nest or young are threatened 
it gives a harsh grating note.” 
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It is very bold and fearless; tamo with human beings' but 
resenting and at once driving away bird-intruders to its domain 
whether of its own or other species. 


(506) (Enanthe picata. 

The Pied Cuat. 

Sa.nco/a picata Plyth, J. A. *S. II., xvi, p. 131 (1847) (Sind); 

JUanf. & Oato?, ii, p. 71. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Male. The whole head and neck all round, 
back, scapulars and wings, under wing-coverts and iixilJaries deep 
black ; remainder of lower plumage with the runij) and upper tail- 
coverts white ; tail white, except the terminal half of the middle 
pair of feathers and a broad band at the tip of the others, black ; 
there is hardly any difference between the summer and winter 
plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 nun.; wing *89 to 
99 mm., but 73 per cent, are between 91 and 94 nun.; tail about 
65 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; cubnen about 13 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage brown; rump and upper tail-coverts 
white; tail as in the male but the black replaced with brown ; 
wing brown, all the feathers broadly edged with rufous; chin, 
throat and breast dark ocbraceous brown to dark brownish black ; 
remainder of tl»e lower parts very pale buff or pinkisij white. 

Measurements. ‘^72 per cent, measure, wing 87-89 mm.” 

( TIcehurst). 

The young resemble the female but have tlie feathers of the 
breast and flanks edged with dark brown ; tlie crow n and back'are 
concolorous. 

Distribution. Breeding occurs throughout Soutb-lCast Persia, 
Baluchistan, xVfgbanistan and the Afghan-N,W. Frontier of India 
boundaries as far North as 8amana and possibly as far North as 
Chitrul and (4ilgit, In winter it is found abundantly over extreme 
Soutb-Kast Persia, Babicbistan,Sind and Kajputana, less frequently 
but regularly and in some numbers in the West and South-West 
of the Unitod Provinces; in the Punjab it is mncb less common, 
it.s place being taken by the next bird, though Whitehead records 
this as breeding there. In Kashmir proper apparently only picata 
breeds and not capistrata^ though the latter is also found there 
occasionally. 

Nidifi^cation. The Pied Chat breeds in considerable numbers in 
the Quetta district ami both Whitehead and llattray found it 
breeding in the Kurram Valley at about 5,000 feet, whilst 

• See Ticehuret, * Ibis/ 1922, p. 153. 
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Lieuh Kincliin took its nest cibout 1>000 feet lower. Bethani 
(levScrilx'S the nests as being made “of roots and bents and lined 
with hair, wool or any sotb material that may be handy and 
says that the favourite nesting-sites are holes in steep river- 
banks or under rocks and stones on the hills ; it also sometimes 
nests in old stone walls or in ruined and deserted mud and stone 
buildings. Barnes tound its nest in Afghanistan built in a hole 
in a tree. The eggs number four or live and vary from almost 
white to a pale skim-milk blue sparsely marked with tiny freckles 
and a few small blotches of reddish brown. These are nearlv 
alwa 3’’8 contined to the larger end where they sometimes form a 
faint ring. The texture is line and close, fairly glossy but fragile 
and the shape is a broad blunt oval. Fortv eggs average 20*0 X 
lo’6 mm.: maxima 21*5x16*4 mm.; minima 18*0x14*4 mm. 
ihey breed principally in late April and May and Bethani found 
no eggs after the third week in the latter month. 

To what extent this bird breeds in Persia I do not know: 
Ticeburst says that it i.s the breeding bird of Eastern Persia ’’ 
but Currie in three seasons :it Kerman and Shiraz never came 
across it, though he often obtained it during the cold weather 
at Bunder Abbas. 

Habits. This Chat is normally a bird of comparatively low 
levels, i.e, from 4,0UO to (>,0U0 feet, lii winter it is fouml 
throughout the plains of the North-West. They are typical 
IV heat(*ar8 in their habits, keeping entirely to open desert country, 
preterably to areas that arc* particularly stony and rough. Where 
cultivated country adjoins waste lands the Pied Chat will rcsortto 
it for the sake of the ample insect-food it there obtains but it is 
apparently mn'cr found in thick scrub or heavily grassed lands. 
It has a Very s\\eet, but low, song. 

(r)(»7) (Enanthe capistrata. 

Tin: WlIlTK-HEADKl) CllAT. 

Sa.rtcofil r(tj>istrnfa G<juld, B. of Asia, iv, pi. 2^^ (ISGo) (Sind); 

Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 72. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. DilTt*rs from picata in having the head 
and nape Isabelline-givy or French-grey wearing to pale grey or 
almost pure white in winter. 

Gould's birds probably came from Sind and t'nis may therefore 
be designated the type-locality. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; hill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. On the average a larger bird than picata ; ‘‘ wing 
00 to 99 mm., 80 per cent. 94 or more ’’ (Ticehurat), The British 
Museum series bears out Ticehurst’s iigurcs. 

Female. Differs from that of the Pied Chat in never having 
the throat so dark, nearly always a fulvous with no bro\Mi or 
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black ill it; the upper plumage is a sandy brown rather than 
a dark brown. 

Measurements. ‘*70 per cent. measure wing 90 lum. 

and upwards '' {TiceJiurst), 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan and the 
North-West Frontier of India, Gilgit. In winter it is found 
principally in the North-West Province and the Punjab wandering 
into Kajputana, Kashmir, and, very rarely, into Sind. 

Nidification. AVhitehead and liattray both obtained this bird 
in the Karrani Valley and at Parachinar both this and the last 
bird were breeding together. According to the former it breeds 
between 4,500 and 6,500 feet and rarely up to 9,000 feet. “ The 
nest, a neat grass structure, is usually placed in a hole in the 
bank of a nullah or under a stone in the bed of the nullah, occa¬ 
sionally in a cairn of stones. The eggs are pale blue, varying a 
good deal in shade, marked with red spots also varying nuicli 
in shade and distribution, and average 0*79 in. x 0*53 in. The full 
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clutch is five. Two broods at least are reared in the season.'^ 
The spots I may add are always few and sometimes very scanty. 
I\vonty-five eggs, including Whitehead^s, average liOOx 15*0 mm.; 
Whitehead’s eggs are nearly all in my possession and his breadth 
of 0*53 in. is probably a misprint for 0*58. Fulton found it 
breeding up to 11,000 feet in Chitral. The breeding month is 
early May. 

Habits. Quite indistinguishable from those of the last species. 

(508) (Enanthe opistholeaca. 

.Stiiicki.am>’8 Cji vt. 

Sadicola opUtholauca Strickland, Jardine's Con. Grn. p. GO (1819) 
(Northern India, Punjab); Blanf. k (Jates, ii, p. 73. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Kump, upper and lower tail-coverts 
whito; central tail-feathers white at the base, black on the 
terminal four-fifths; lateral tail-feathers white with broad 
brownish-black tips; wing-quills dark brown; remainder of 
plumage black, but not very glossy. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 1G5 nim.; wing GO to 
95 mni.; tail 62 to 65 mm.; tarsus 25 mm.; culmen 14 mm. 

Female. Above, the black of the male is replaced by light 
brown. The ear-coverts are bright hair-brown ; the chin, throat 
and breast are brownish, often with a buft’ tinge, changing to 
albescent on the abdomen. 

In the British Museum collection are many birds sexed female 
which differ from the adult female in being very dark brown 
above; they are all ])robably young males. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baltistan, 
probably Gilgit, and, • certainly, all along the North-West 
IVontier of India as far South as Tliull. In winter it migrates 
to the lower hills and plains as far South as Sind, in Bombay to 
Khandesh and to Nagpur and the whole of the North-AVest 
Province. 

Nidiffcation. Fulton found this the most common of all the 
Chats ill Chitral, breeding between 6,000 and 10,000 feet and 
both liattray and Kinchin took nests at Parachinar,KuiTam Valiev, 
at about 4,500 feet. These they describe as grass cups lined 
with a few feathers, grass and hair, and placed well inside holes 
in rocks. 

The eggs, now in mv colh*ction, are like those of the two 
preceding Chats in shape, texture, size and colour. 

Habits. Quite similar to those of other Wheatears and Chats, 
which keep to stony wastes and deserts. 


(509) (Enanthe leucomela leucomela*. 

The Pif:i> Chat. 

Mofacilla Jeucovtela Pall., Nov. Comm. Petrop., xiv, p. 5B4 (1779) 
(Samara, Itiissia). 

Sa,victtla jfleschafilca. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 75. 

Saj in>la vWatn. Blanf. Oati's, ii, p. 75. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in summer. Forehead to napo white, tinged 
with rufous to a varying extent, sometimes pure white; rump 
and upper tail-coverts pure white; rest of head, throat and 
upper breast, back, scapulars and wing-coverts black ; quills dark 
brown edged black; central tail-feathers black with white bases, 
lateral tail-feathers white, marked with blackish brown in a 
band, or in patches, at the tip, the outermost ]>air nearly always 


* Lepechin, whose name jile^hanka for this bird appears on p. 503 of the 
same work «a that in wlncli i^allas’ name. Uncomcla, t)Cours. was not a 
ronsistent. binomialist njid therefore hi» munes, fortunately but few in 
niuuber, cannot in my opinion be accepted. 
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with a broad band of black; below from breast to under tail- 
ooverts pure white. 

In winter, after the aiitiinm moult, the feathers of tlie head 
are fringed with dull rufous, obscuring the white ; the upper black 
parts are broadly fringed with rufous and the throat, breast and 
sides of neck very narrowly fringed with white or very pale 
rufous. 

* 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or brown; legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 100 to 170 mm.; wing 02 
to 09 nnn.; tail 58 to 01 mm.; tarsus 24 jnm.; culinen 12'5 
to L‘j*5 mm. 

Female in summer. Upper parts brown, slightly rufous, rump 
and upper tail-coverts white; tail as in the male hut broun 
instead of black, an indistinct pale rufous snpercilium; ear- 
coverts brown ; low'er jdinnage dull greyish white, darker and 
rather buff on the chin, ti)roat and breast. 

In winter tlie upper parts are more broadly fringed with 
rufous; the wing-feat hers have broad rufous edges and the 
lower parts are paler, almost white on the abdomen. 

Distribution. South Russia, the Caucasus, Tninscnsjiia, 
Turkestan, Persia, Afghanistan, Tibet, East Siberia, ZVortli China 
and into Gilgit and North Kashmir. 

Nidification. Biddulph took this ChaCs nest at Astor on the 
26th June, Oates records it as breeding numerously in X. Kaslimir 
and Ward states that it breeds in the “ side valleys ” of Kashmir. 
Beyond this there is nothing on record of its breeding within 
Indian limits and probably it is only a casual and not regidar 
breeder in N. Kashmir and Gilgit. 

The nest is the usual cup of grass and roots, lined with grass 
often mixed with hair, fur or wool and sometimes wholly of one 
or more of these materials. Jt is placed in a hole in a wall or in 
amongst loose stones, more rarelv in a hole in a trunk of a tree 
and is generally well concealed. The eggs number four to six and 
differ from tliose of any of the preceding species of (Enanthe 
in being a much darker blue in ground-colour and also in 
i>eing more boldly marked. The average size according to 
Dresser is 181 x 14*2 mm. but a series in my owm collection from 
Russia, Asia Minor and Transcaspia average a good deal bigger, 
i. r., 18*8 X 14*8 mm. 

They appear to breed in late May and June. 

Habits. This Chat is said to differ from others in its habit of 
frequenting buslies and even small trees as well as perching on 
rocks and stones. It captures its insect-prey in the usual mauner 
by making little daslies to the ground and then returning to its 
observation-point. Its song is sweet and low' but not strong. 



(BNAKTHIii. 


47 


(510) (Enanthe melanoleuca melanoleuca. 

Barxes' Chat. 

Muscicnpa melanoleuca Giildcnst., Nov. Comm. Petrop., xix, p. 408 
(1770) (Georgia). 

Saxicola bnrnesi Oates, Avifauna, ii, p. 75 (Kandahar) (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in summer. A narrow frontal line, lores, 
round the eye, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck, chin and throat 
black; central tail-feathers white at the base, black elsewhere; 
the lateral tail-feathers white with broad black tips; remaining 
plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
dark bro\Mi or horny-black. 

Measurements. Total length about ITo mm.; wing 85 to 
h2 mm.; tail 511 to 58 nun.; tarsus 25 to 26 mm.; cuhnen 
i;i to 14 mm. 

Male in winter has t)»e whole upper parts so heavily fringed 
with grey-))uff that tliey aj)pear to be entirely of this colour, 
except on the pure white upper tail-coverts ; the black of the chin 
and throat is barred with narrow rufous fringes ; the wing-coverts 
and (juills are edged uiili pale rufous. 

Female. Above sandy-brown, rump aud upper tail-coverts 
white; tail as iu the male; below sandy-wbite, the darker bases 
to the feathers sliowing tlirough on throat and breast. 

Distribution. From Georgia and Traiiscaspia through to 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan and North-West Indian frontier. 
It also breeds in Persia. 

This bird is separated from (E. m. Jimchi of Palestine and 
Asia Minor by not having the black of the throat and chin 
connected with the black axillaries but separated therefrom by a 
line of wliite. All the Indian birds are of this race with the one 
exception of the specimen selected by Oates as the type of haniesi 
and this one unfortunately seems to be much nearerthan 
to the typical form. It is probably merely an aberrant specimen 
hut it might possibly be an individual which has wandered across 
out of its usual beat. It was killed at Kandahar. 

Nidification. Barnes’ Chat makes a typical Wheatear nest of 
grass and roots lined with hair, fur, wool or any other soft 
material available near the site. It may be placed in a hole in 
almost any ]K)sition—bank, wall, heap of stones or even in a 
stone or mud building. Sometimes they are placed so far in 
that they cannot be got at at all, less often within a few inches 
of the entrance. They lay normally five eggs, sometimes four 
only and less often six. These are typical WheateaFs eggs but 
dark like those of th.e last species, from which they are not 
distinguishable. 



48 


TURDIDiB. 


The average of 75 eggs (41 Hartert) is 19*3 x 15*2 mm.: 
maxima 20*8X 15*2 and 20*0x16-9 mm.; iniiiiiiia 17*1x14*9 
and 18*5 x 13*5 mm. 

They breed from tlie end of April to early June, most eggs 
being laid during tlie first week in May. 

Habits. This Chat is said to frequent, by preference, the most 
arid and desolate of deserts and rocky bills, keeping aloof from all 
cultivation or any kind of vegetation. It is one of the most shy 
and retiring of the Chats. 

(oil) (Enanthe oenanthe oenanthe. 

This Wueatear. 

Motacilla anumflie Linn., S. N., i, p. 186 (1758) (Sweden). 

^axtccia cv?ianth\ Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 70. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male in summer. Forehead and a broad super- 
cilium white; crown, nape, back and scapulars pale slaty-grey ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white; central tail-feathers white on 
the basal third and black on the terminal two-thirds ; lateral 
feathers with two-thirds white and one-third black ; lores, cheeks 
and ear-coverts black; wings black ; chin, throat and upper breast 
bright buff paling to white on centre of abdomen ; under tail- 
coverts bright buff. 

In winter the grey upper parts are fringed with rufescent, 
the ear-coverts are mixed with rufous; the w ing-coverts and 
quills have broad rufous or whitish margins and the underparts 
are more buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow n ; bill black ; legs and feet dark 
horny-brown to almost or quite black, the soles paler and claw.s 
alw’ays black. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; “ wing 93 to 99, 
rarely to 104 mm; culnien 16 to 19 mm.*' {Meinertzhagen), 
Tarsus about 28 mm. 

Female. Above rufous-brown, forehead and faint snpercilium 
pale rufous; lores and upper parts of ear-coverts brown; low er 
parts of ear-coverts rich buff; below buff, richer on throat and 
breast; rump and upper tail-coverts white; wings dark brown, 
all the feathers basally edged with rufous. 

Kestling above brown, the feathers pale-centred ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts yellowish white; below dull buff, the feathers 
of breast and flanks edged with brown. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Europe except Crete ; 
all Western Asia to Turkestan, Persia and Mesopotamia, 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, wandering across the boundaries' of 
the last two places into the extreme N.W. Provinces, Gilgit and 
Northern Kashmir. 
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Meinertzlmgen (‘ Ibis/ 1922, pp. 14-18) recently reviewed the 
races ofc* (Eaanthe mnanthe and has come to the conclusion that the 
supposed Eastern form argentea cannot be maintained. He seems 
to have based this conclusion on the material in the Tring 
Museum aud a very large number of Western species available 
from other sources. Tliere are, however, a good series of Persian 
and Turkestan males in the British Museum which certainly 
coniirm Lonnberg’s description of argentea and vary from typical 
oenanthe in being somewhat larger but particularly in having the 
forehead very broadly white. In one or two specimens the 
white b ind runs back as far as the back of the eyes and in several 
others it is nearly as broad. If there is a Turkestan and Persian 
breeding Wheatear which consistently shows this characteristic 
it would certainly have to be separated and bear Lonnberg^s 
name of argentea (Saxicola unanthe argentea^ Arkiv f. ZooL, v., 
p. 22, 1909 : Bura, 8outh of Lake Baikal). 

As rejjards our Indian birds two from Quetta appear to belong 
to this Persian form, whereas the rest are nearer the true oenanthe 
from Europe and Western Asia. 

Nidiflcation. The breeding of the Common Wheatear is almost 
too well known to require description. Its nest of grass, roots 
and scraps of vegetable rubbish is placed inside a hollow in a rock, 
cliff or pile of stones, often inside a deserted rat or rabbit 
burrow, or even in tlie burrow of a Sand-Martin. The lining is 
either of finer grass and roots or of fur, wool or hair. The eggs 
number four to six and, rarely, seven and are a very pale skim- 
milk blue in colour, occasionally with a few faint freckles of pale 
reddish at the larger end. The average of 100 eggs (Hartert) is 
20*7x15*5 mm.: maxima 23*0x10*1 and 22*0x16*5 min.*, 
minima 19*0 x. 14*5 and 19*3 x 14*0 mm. 

The breeding-season is from the end of April to early June, 
varying according to locality. 

Habits. Like all the Wheatears this bird is a frequenter of open 
country, preferably such as is barren and stony but also that which 
is under cultivation. It captures all its food from some point of 
vantage on a rock or cliff, dashing from time to time on any 
unfortunate insect which may cross the ground within its sight 
and then returning to its original perch. Its flight is undulating 
but fairly strong and when frightened it flies fast and level until 
it finds itself in fancied safety. It runs quickly for a pace or two 
on the ground and occasionally attempts to catch insects on the 
wing. Its song is sweet but short and rather feeble. 

(512) (Enanthe isabellina. 

Tub Isabelunb Chat. 

Saxirola tmbellma Cretzschm., Atlas zu Riipp. Reise, Vbg. p. 52 
(1826) (Nubia); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 77. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

VOL. n. E 
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Description.—Male in summer. Head to back and scapulars 
sandy-brown ; wanner and slightly buff on lower back and sca¬ 
pulars; longest feathers of the rump and upper tad-coverts 
white; middle pair of tail-feathers white at the base for about 
one-third of their length, black on the terminal t\io-thirds; 
lateral feathers white on two-thirds of their length, black on one- 
third onlv, all narrowly edged and tipped with white or ])alo 
fawn; u’ings dark brown,'each feather iiarrouly edged with 
fulvous; a narrow white superciliuin from the nostrils to the 
ear-coverts; a line through the eye dark brown or black ; ear- 
coierts fulvous, the colour extending down the sides of the neck ; 
chin and centre of throat whitish; rest of lower plumage buff 
albescent on centre of abdomen, wanner and mon» fulvous on 
breast and flanks. 

In winter the edges to all the feathers are broader and affect the 
general colour to a greater extent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill, h*gs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 90 to 
100 mm.; tail 53 to 5(5 mm.; tarsus 30 to 31 mm.; culmeu about 
15 mm. 

Female like the male, but has the lores duller bro\\n and the 
supercilium sometimes less distinct. 

Distribution. Breeding from the South Kussian Ste*]>pcs, Asia 
Minor, Palestine, Afglianistan, Baluchistan, Persia and Tibet to 
East Siberia and IS. W. China. It breeds in British Baluchistan, 
N.E. Kashmir aiid in Ladak, and winters in the plains of North- 
West India. 

Nidification. The Isabelline Chat breeds within our limits 
practically all along the Baluchistan and Afghanistan frontiers. 
Betham and Marshall found many nests round about Quetta, and 
Rattray obtained others near Tbuli at about 4,500 feet. The nests 
taken by Botham and Marshall were all in rat-holes in the ground, 
and the former describes the nest as “ composed of wool, hair, 
roots, feathers, cotton, coir, rugs, or any other soft material avail¬ 
able ; a conglomerate mass with a depression in the centre in 
which the eggs were deposited. Often toads and beetles share the 
burrow with the birds, though they may not occupy the nest- 
oharnber itself.’’ Rattray found the nest in holes under stones. 

The eggs are four or five in number, and are generally a very 
pale spotless blue in colour, occasionally there are a few pale 
freckles at the larger end. In shape they are broad, rather blunt 
ovals. 

Seventy-five eggs (Hartcrt 55) average 21*9 x 16'4 mm. Indian 
eggs are rather small, averaging only 2P3xl6*l mm. : iiiaxirua 
251 X 17*3 mm,; minima 19 5 x 15 (3 and 20 0 x 16*2 mm. The 
breeding-season is from the beginning of April to the middle of 
June. 

Betham notes that “ during the breeding-season the male makes 
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himself very conspicuous by Ins quaint antics. He jumps up info 
the air, uttering' a curious guttural note, and floats tlirough it, 
with his tail spread and liis rump arched showing up spotlessly 
white against the black. He gradually ascends sotne thirty or 
forty feet and then descends slant\'ise to the ground, but always 
on to some raised mound, never on to the flat ground.*’ 

Habits. Those ot the genus. Buxton remarks on its partiality 
for salt desert with sranty \egetation, winch it siuires with Sylvia 
naaa. 


(Enanthe deserti. 

(Enanfhe (J^^svrti 'W'www. p}. (ol. pi. fig. 2 (18:25). 
Type-locality : l']gy|>t. 


Key to Suhgpectes^ 

A. Iniwr webs of winjr-quills with a little 

white only on the base . (Ji, d. atror/ularU^ p. 51. 

15. Inner webs of wing-quills very largely 

white .. (E, d. oreophUa^ p. 52. 


(013) CEnanthe deserti atrogularis. 

(ioi i.d's I)i:si;iit-C'hat. 

Sd.civnlft fdroyu/an's Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 131 (1847) (Agni). 

SaAico!tt deserti, Bianf. t>c Oates, ii, p. 78. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in summer. Frontal line and broad super- 
ciliuin huffv-white, forehead to rump huff, more grey on tlie head, 
ritdier and brighter huff on lower back and scapulars ; rump paler 
and upper taii-Ci)Verts creamy fulvous-white; tail black with 
white base; wings brownish black edged with white, the iuner- 
iiiost secondaries with fulvous-white ; inner wing-coverts next the 
hack so broadly edged w ith white as to form a large white wing- 
patch ; lon‘s, cheeks, sides of head and neck, throat and upper 
breast black ; remainder of lower plumage pale buff, brightest on 
the breast; axillaries and under wiug-i'overts black, tipi>ed with 
wdiite ; bases of inner w ehs of w ing-quills wdnte, varying in extent 
from mere narrow margins to nearly half the web. 

In winter the black j)arts are fringed with white, the super- 
cilium is less distinct and the back is more dusky. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow u ; hill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 170 mm.; wing 93 to 
102 mm.; tail 55 to G3 mni.; tarsus 2G mm.; culmen 14 lo 
15 mm. 

This form differs from typical (E, d, deserti in being darker and 
greyer above and more brown on the breast. It also has a much 
smaller bill, although it is a bigger bird. 

s 2 
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Female. Upper parts like the male but greyer, wings and tail 
.a lighter brown; ear-coverts rufous-brown; supereiliuni very in¬ 
distinct ; below from chin to under tail-coverts wlntish buff, the 
breast and flanks darker and brownish. 

Young like the female, but both upper and lower parts very 
dull and fringed with greyish, giving a mottled appearance. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western Central Asia, Kirghis 
Steppes, South Caucasus to East Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan 
and ?^.E. Kashmir. A winter visitor to the j)lain8 of North-West 
India. 

Nidification. Gould s Chat does not breed within the limits of 
the area dealt with in this work, but nests both in Baluchistan 
and the hills of Eastern Mesopotamia. The nests are similar to 
those of other Wluatears, and the eggs, which number four or 
five, vary from ])ale spotless blue to pale blue with a well-defined 
ring of small blotrlies of red at the larger end. Twenty-four eggs 
(7 Joiirdain) average 19 fi x loG mm.: maxima 20*6 X 15-5 and 
20*0 X 16*1 mm.; minima 19*0 x 15*0 and 19*5 x 14*7 mm. 

Habits. According to Ticehurst this Chat is partial to the 
vicinity of scrub and cover, often settling on small bushes. This 
probably only refers to its winter resorts, for during the breeding- 
season it is found, as a rule, ia the most stony ami bare deserts. 


(514) (Enanthe deserti oreophila. 

The Tibetan Deskiit-Cijat. 

G^nanthe desfiiii oreophila Oberholser, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., xxii, 
p. -l-Il (1901) (8.W. Tibet). 

Saj'icola nuoitana. Ifiaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 78. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both male and female differ from GouhPs Desert- 
Chat in having more white on the inner w ebs of the secondaries 
and primaries. The white patch on the wing-coverts is larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last race. 

Measurements. This bird averages a trifle larger than the last ; 
wing 9G to 100 mm.; tail 07 to 71 rani.; culmen 15‘5 to 17 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Kashmir, Ladakh and Tibet. Jn 
winter it occurs in Sikkim, and may breed there. It occurs in 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra, where Coltart and I obtained 
it at Margherita, and in North Cacliar South of the river. 

Nidification. The Tibetan Desert-Chat breeds from Ladakh 
throughout Tibet at heights between 12,000 and 14,000 feet 
during June and the last week of May. Usually it places its nest 
in amongst the stones of the boundary-v\alls or in stone cairns 
and the broken walls of deserted buildings but, occasionally at all 
events, it also places it in the burrow's of the Mouse-llare. The 
nests seem to be made of almost any material, but the lining is 
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always of fur, hair or wool mixed with a few feathers. The eg^e 
are five in number and are exactly like those of the last race. 
Eleven eggs in my collection average 22*2 x 15*9 mm. In Kashmir 
it has been found breeding at 16,000 ft. 

Habits. In summer the Tibetan Desert-Chat occurs from 
10,000 to 17,000 feet and in winter wanders lower down to some 
3,000 or 4,000 feet in 8ikkim, Bhutan and the hills of Northern 
Assam, rarely also straggling into the higher hills South of the 
Brahmaputra. 

In Tibet it inhabits country where there is a considerable 
amount of cultivation as well as stony deserts. It is also found 
in considerable numbers on the Gyantse plateau between 12,000 
and 14,000 feet, where there is a good deal of coarse short 
grass and an endless growth of a stubbly thorny bush, which the 
goats and sheep graze down to about a foot or eighteen inches 
high. Its actions, tlight, food and voice are all typical of the 
genus. It has tlie same display during the breeding-season as 
that of (F. uahcllina already described. 


(Enanthe xanthoprymna. 

Snxicola xanthopnjvmn Hemp. & Ehrenb., Svmb. Phvs. Av., ful, dd 
(18d3). 

Type-locality: Nubia. 


(515) (Enanthe xanthoprymna chrysopygia. 

The Rei>-tailed Chat. 

DrinmUra chrysopyffin I)b I'ilippi, Arch. Zool. Genova, ii, p. 381 
(i8<3»3) (Demavend, P<*rsia). 

SuxicoUt rhrysopyyia. Blauf. & t)ate.«, ii, p. 79. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead to back and scapulars pale grey-brow n, 
more tinged with rufous or chestnut on lower back; rump chest¬ 
nut; upper tail-coverts very pale chestnut; tail bright chestnut, 
the middle pair of feathers black on the terminal halves, the lateral 
ones with a broad black subterminal band ; wing-coverts brown 
edged w ith grey, very broadly so on the lesser coverts; quills 
brow n edged w ith rufous-grey; supercilium dull greyish w bite ; 
lores dark grey-brown; ear coverts hair-brown ; chin and throat 
nearly white, remainder of lower parts pale xinaceous ashy, 
albescent on the centre of ilie abdomen, deeper on the breast and 
flanks and huffy on tlie vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blackish brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measuremeuts. Total length about 179 mm.; wing 89 to 
97 mm.; tail 55 to 59 inm.; tarsus 26 to 27 mm.; cuhnen about 
13 mm. 
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(Enanthe x, xanthoprumna lias the head and the throat much 
darker blackish. 

Distribution. Breediiiij in South Turkestan, South and 13ast 
Persia to Jialiichistan. Jn winter in iVortli-\Wst India, West ot 
the Jhelum Itiver, Sind, Catch, iVorthern Guzerat and Kajputana 
as far East as Jodlijjur. 

Nidification. According to IVtr, A. J. Currie this Chat breeds 
freely in South Persia at 0,000 feet upwards, and he found it com¬ 
paratively coiniiion both at Sheraz and at Kerman. It apjmrently 
nests twice, first in March and April and again in the end of 
May and June, as ho found fully Hedged young in May and took 
fresli eggs in June. T^ie nest Mr. Currie descrilies as like that of 
(E. alhonitjer. He writes : This C^hat first Oils the nest-hole to 
the required dimensions with small pf bbh‘S and then behind this 
rampart and supported by it is the true nest, composed of tuigs 
and grass and lined with finer grass. The nest takes .5 or <> days 
to build.'* 

The eggs luimlxir five and are broad obtuse ovals ; pale .sea-green 
or bluish white, either quite spotless or with a few faint brown 
specks about the larger end. They measure about 10*1) 22*4 x 
16*2-10 0 mm. 

Habits. The Bed-tailed Chat frequents rocky gorges wliich run 
up into the liiglier bills and appears to be found between 5.000 
and 0,000 feet in summer, descending to the foot-hills and 
adjacent plains in winter. In the Kurram and other valleys of 
the North-West Frontier it is found even liigher and certainly 
ascends as high as 11,000 teet or over. It is said to he a (|uiet 
unobtrusive bird, with a feeble .song of poor quality. Its alarm- 
note is a long-dmwn single pipe. 

Genus CERCOMELA. 

Tkmap., Comp. Bend., xlii, p. 760 (1H56). 

Type, (\ melanura. 

The genus Cercomda is represented by one species within Indian 
limits, and is very closely allied to (Enauthff, 

In Cereomela the bill is like that of Q^Jnayithe; tlie wing is rather 
blunter than in that bird, and the lirst primary is large, about 
equal to Iialf the second ; the tail is much shorter than the wing 
and is of one colour; the tarsus is rather short. 

(516) Cercomela fusca. 

The Brown Kock-Chat. 

Sa.vicf>la fusca Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xx, p. 523 (1851) (Muttra). 

Cercomela fusca, Blanf. A Oates, ii, p. 80. 

Vernacular names. Shama (Cen. Prov.). 

Description. Upper plumage brown, fringed wdtli rufous after 



C£ECOM£LA. 


65 


tile autumn inoiilt; upper tail-coverts darker and tail very dark 
brown; wings dark brown, each feather edged with rufous in 
fresh plumage; sides of head and neck and lower plumage dull 
rufous. 

There is considerable individual variation in the colour of this 
Chat due to abrasion and bleaching; in some the rufous tinge is 
quite absent and in a few birds the upper plumage is quite a 
dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 165 to 170 mm.; wing 84 
to 93 ram.; tail 64 to 69 mm. tarsus about 20 inm.; culmen 
13 to 15 luin. 

Distribution. Kesident in Central India. It is found practically 
throughout the United Provinces, the South of the Punjab, the 
extreme North-Pkst of the Central Provinces, Kajputana East to 
Cutch. AV'^histler found it to be fairly common in the small hills 
round about Yakuwala in the Jhang district of the Punjab. 

Kidification. The Brown Koek-Chat breeds wherever found 
within the limits given above. The nest is a roughly made shallow 
cup, often little more tlian a pad, of grass, roots, wool, hair, etc., 
much mixed together but, generally, with the latter materials as a 
lining. It may be placed in a hole in almost any position: a bank, 
cliff, stone wall, well or empty building and very often in houses 
which are occupied. In these they not only place their nests in 
holes but under the eaves, on the rafters or on any other con¬ 
venient ledge. The eggs generally numlx*r three only, sometimes 
four and very rarely five. They are typical Wheatears' in colour, 
shape and markings. The ground is a pale blue or bluish green, 
8ometiim*s almost or (juite spotless hut in nine eggs out of ten 
wiili a fairly well-marked ring of reddish specks and small blotches 
at the larger end. lii shape they are usually a broad obtuse oval, 
less often a longer oval with the small end well pointed. 

Fifty eggs average 20*5 x 15*5 mm.: maxima 22'3 X 16’5 mm.; 
minima 190 X 14-7 inm. 

The breeding-season lasts from April to July or even later; two 
broods are nearly always reared in the year, sometimes three, the 
birds using the same nest for both or all three broods. 

Habits. In its ways, fliglit, food and voice this bird is a quite 
typical Wheatear bur, unlike practically all species of iEuanthey 
the Browm Kock-Chat is one of the tamest, boldest and most con¬ 
fiding of birds. When breeding it seems to lose all fear of man 
and will build in rooms and oHices which are continually in use, 
passing in and out of them quite regardless of the numerous 
human beings within. It is found both round about and in 
villages and towns and also in arid stony wastes, rocky hills and 
cultivation. 
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Subfamily ENICURIN.E. 

The members of this subfamily consist of three genera of birds 
with an extraordinary superlieial resemblance to Wagtails, ?. r., they 
are black and white birds with long tails, which they are always 
wagging, and they run along in front of one in waterways and 
forest-paths. Structurally they are very different, having ten 
primaries well developed and a much stronger bill. 

They differ from the members of the Phcenicnrhm, with which 
Oates placed them, in the unusual shape of the tail, wdiich is very 
deeply forked, yet has the outermost feathers shorter than the 
next pair. 

The sexes are alike and the young go through two colour-phases 
before they assume the adult plumage. 

The bill is strong and fairly stout, the lower mandible being 
bulged in the middle ; the rictal bristles are well developed, the 
wing is long and the primary is about half the length of 
the second. 


Kcff to Gensra. 

A. Tail much longer than wing; middle rec- 

trices one-third the length of longest .... 

B. Tail about equal to wing; middle rectrices 

about half the length of tail. 

O. Tail shorter than wing; middle rectrices 
reaching nearly to end of tail . 

Genus ENICURUS. 

Enicuru$ Temm. PI. Col. iii, pi. 113 (1824). 

Type, E, leschenauUi. 

Characteristics those of the subfamily. The tail is very long, 
much longer than the wing, and is very deeply forked, the central 
tail-feathers l)eing rarely a third the length of the peniiltimate 
pair, which are longest. The outermost pair vary in length, even 
in the same species, but are always shorter than the next. Like 
all other genera in this subfamily the two outermost pairs of 
tail-feathers are always white. 

The bill is fairly stout and straight and the tarsi are long and 
slender and always very pale in colour. 

Key to Species, 


A. Back spotted . E. mactdatm^ p. 57. 

B. Back plain. 

a, Chiu and throat black, breast white. 

a\ Back slate-coloured. E. schistaccm^ p. 59. 

b', Back almost or quite black.’.... E, immacidatm, p. 01. 

b. Chin, throat and breast black. E. leichenauliiy p. 01. 


Exicvurs, ]). 56. 

IlYDnOCIt IILA, p. 13. 

Microoichi.a, p. 05. 
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Enicurns maculatns. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Spots on back lavj^e and lunate on lower 

back ; breast also marked with white.... E. m. maculatue, p. 57. 

B. Spots on bark smaller and round; breast 

unspotted black. B. m. (pitlatusy p. 58. 

(517) Enicurns maculatus maculatus. 

TllK \VK8TK11S Spoiteb Fokktail. 

Bnicurm maculntm Vifrors, P. Z. S., 1830, p. W (Himalaya, restricted 
to Simla). 

llenicurm vinculatus. Hlanf. & Oates> ii, p. 83. 

Vernacular names. Khanjan (S.W. IVon.). 

Description. Forehead and anterior crown white ; whole head 
to neck and breast black, generally w’ith a bronze sheen on the 
crow n; back, breast and scapulars black with bold white spots so 
numerous on the hind-neck as to form a collar and on the lower 



Fig. 7.—Ileud of E . m . mnouIatuJ ^, 


back reduced to broad fringes, lunate in shape; rump and upper 
tail-coverts wliite ; tail black, the bases and tips white and the two 
outermost pairs w holly white ; wings black, the greater coverts 
wdiite-tipped forming a broad bar; inner secondaries white at the 
base and with white spots at the tips ; lower plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill black, legs and 
feet white to pale fleshy-w hite, sometimes pinker and darker on 
the joints. 

Measurements. Total length about 270 to 280 mm.; wing 100 
to 112 mm. ; tail about 135 to 145 inm.; tarsus 29 to 30 mm.; 
culmen 19 to 21 min. 

The young have the head, back and breast a dark rich brow o, 
sometimes immaculate (probably the older birds) and sometimes 
with indistinct pale centres to the feathers above and strongly 
marked streaks on the breast. 

The nestling is dark grey above; chin, throat and breast grey 
with broa<l white centres; wings and tail as in the adult but with 
very broad white edges and tips. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the extreme North-West 
Frontier to Nepal, at all heights between 2,000 ft. and 12,000 ft. 
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!Nidiflcation. The Western Spotted Forktuil breeds throughout 
its range between 3,000 and 0,000 feet, principally between 4,000 
and 7,000 ft. Jt makes a very neat cup-sliaped nest ot living 
green moss \ery tidily lint‘d with skeleton leaves or, according to 
Jliime, with line roots. It is always placed near water, generally 
on or in between boulders on the sid< s ot hill-strenins. (Jccasion- 
allv it mav he built amongst the roots ot trees on the banks of a 
stream and often it may he found on and under boulders in mid¬ 
stream. The eggs number three or four and in shape are long 
ovals, often rather pointed. Tlie ground-colour is j)ale greenish, 
dull pinkish or pale stone-colour and the markings consist ot 
jiumerous small blotches, freckles and spots of reddish brown, 
sometimes scattei’ed boldly all over tin* eggs, at other times feeble 
and indivstinct though equally numerous. Thirty t\ggs average 
about 2»r3x 17 S mm. The breeding-season is from April to early 
July, later in the higher hills, earlier in the lower ranges and 
valleys. 

Habits. Superficially our Indian Forktails remind one very much 
of the Wagtails. When wandering along some shaily forest-path, 
or scrambling along the bed of a half dried up stream one catches 
sight of a black and w bite bird running rapidly away, for a second 
or two it stops, j-^rks and wags its tail up and down, not sideways, 
and then Hits away a humlred yards or so before again settling. 
This may be repeated tliree or four times and tlu*n the bird slips 
away on one side through the forest and emerges again just behind 
you. Their flight is fairly fast but dipping and singularly graceful, 
as indeed are all the actions of the Forktail. 'J'hiy are not shy 
and one can watch them indefljiitely if remaining reasonably quiet. 
Like the Wagtails they scuttle about hither and thither after 
insects, their little w hite legs carrying them w ilh great rapidity but, 
unlike the AVagtails, they will sometimes submerge themselves 
entirely under water as they pursue their prey. Their note is 
a single shrill cry uttered both on the wing and when at rest. 

(5IS) Enicurus maculatus guttatus. 

The Eastern ^roiTED Forktail. 

Enkunis guttatus Gould, P. Z. S., ISO*"), p. 0(34 (Sikkim). 

Jlenicurus guttatus. Hlauf. Gates, ii, p. 84. 

Vemaciilar names. Oong-sam Ching-pho (Lepcha); Chulca-leka^ 
(Bhut.). 

Description. Differs from the Western form in having no white 
spots on the breast and in having those on tlie back smaller and 
rounder, with no terminal white bars on the lower back. 

Colours of soft parts as in'the last bird. 

Measurements. Decidedly smaller than the last; w ing 90 to 
103 mm.; tail 118 to 13:^ mm.; tarsus 28 to 30 mm.; culinen 
18 to 19 mm. 
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The Young and Nestling only differ from those of the 
Western Fork tail in being smaller. 

Distribution. 8ikkiiii, through Assam, North and South of the 
llrahmaputra, to Siam, Shan States and A'unnnn. The Chinese bird 
is a much bigger race, the wing measuring 106 to 117 mm. and 
has been iiaim?d E, m. omis.sus by Kothschihl, whilst the Armani 
bird is eipially large hut has very few and small spots on the 
upper plumage, "ilhs is my E. m. rohinsoni (Bull. B. O.C., xliii, 
p. 10, 1922). Jiangs’ Yunnan bird, Jlenicurnji hacaius^ is nothing 
but K nicxiriis ?a. gnttaius. 

Nidification. The Eastern Eorktail breeds between 2,000 ft. and 
8,000 It. during tlie months April to July and I have seen eggs in 
August. The nest is, like that of rlie Western bird, a very neat 
but massive cup of living green moss, nearly alwavs very wet and 
mixed with roots and some mud which make it very heavy. The 
lining in nine nests out of ten consists entirely of several layers 
of skeleton leaves ; in tlie tentli it may be all roots or roots and 
a dead leaf or two mixed together. It is generally placed on a 
ledg(‘ of rock, or in between boulders on IIk* banks of streams but 
Homeliim‘s it may be built in amongst the roots of a tree or even 
in a hollow under the shelter of a busli. Nor is it always on the 
hanks of a stream, for more than once I have taken it from banks 
in8id(‘ forest a little way, perhaps fifty yards, from a stream, 
though e\en in these instances the site chosen was always a very 
damp one. 

The eggs nuinher three or four in a full clutch and are like 
those of till* last l)ird hut average decidedly smaller and, on the 
whole, are less boldly marked. A reddisli egg with almost brick- 
red spots is not uneoiumon, a type 1 have not seen laid by the 
Western bird but which is very cominoidy laitl by LeschenaulCs 
Forktail. One hundred eggs average 24*9 X IT'ii mm. : maxima 
26*3 X 18*1 and 2.“)*9 x 18*2 mm,; minima 23*5 X 16*6 and 25*8 x 
16*0 mm. 

Habits. T]w E astern Spotted Forktail differs in no way from 
its Western brother. It is extremely common on the hills South 
of the Brahmajuitra and its fascinating little black and white 
person may be seen flitting and heard calling on every stream and 
(iam]> forest-path near wat^u* from one year's end to another. It 
is very sedentary and each pair seems to have a well-defined area 
for nesting ami feeding purposes, which they keep to winter and 
summer alike except in the highest portions of its range, 

(f>i9) Enicurus schistaceus. 

ThK SlATI-UACKKU FORKTAin. 

Enicurus schifitaceus Ilodgs., As. Bos., xix, p. 189 (1830) (Nopal). 
llenirurm schistm'fus. Blunf. & Oates, ii, p. 84. 

Vernacular names. Inruidiha (Kaeha Naga). 
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Description. A frontal line running back to the eye pure white, 
lores ami next Ihe nostril, ehin, cheeks, upper throat and sides of 
neck black ; crown to lower hack slaty blue-grey ; ru?npand upper 
tail-coverts white; tail-feathers black with white tips and bases 
and the two outermost pairs pure white ; lesser wing-coverts black 
broadly edged with slate-colour; median and greater coverts black, 
the latter broadly tipped with white forming a wing-bar ; quills 
black, all but the first two primaries with a white patch at the 
base of the outer web; innermost secondaries broadly tipped 
with white; below from lower throat to under tail-coverts pure 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow n to blackish brown ; bill black ; 
legs practically white to pale fleshy or livid fleshy; claws 
whitish. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 89 to 
101 mm.; tail 101 to 128 mm.; tarsus 27*5 to 28*5 mm. ; culmen 
IS to 19 mm. 

The young birds have the black upper parts replaced by rich 
brown, and the breast and flanks with rufous-brown edges and 
indefinite bars. 

The Nestlings have the upper parts from forehead to rump 
ashy-brown ; the chin, throat, breast and flanks smoky-brown 
with pale centres giving a mottled appearance. 

Distribution. From Kumaon (Hume) to Eastern Asvsam, both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, pmctically the whole 
of Burma, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan and the greater part of 
Southern China. 

Nidification. The nest of the Slaty-backed Folk tail is exactly 
like that of the Spotted Forktails, though it averages somewhat 
smaller and possibly has more leaves and roots worked into the 
body of tlie nest. The sites selected are also tlie same as lho.se 
chosen by these birds. The eggs, which number three or four, are 
of two types : firstly, very much like small, washed out eggs of 
h, m. f/utiatiis; secondly, and more often, pure w hite eggs, or w ith 
only the faintest tinge of green or cream, quite boldly spotted and 
speckled with reddish brow n, with others underlying them of violet 
and pale reddish lavender. Jn Eastern A.ssam, where the bird is 
very numerous, the eggs were nearly all of this type ; in Sikkim, 
\Ve.sfc and South Assam, they are more often of the former type. 
One hundred eggs average 21*4 x lfi*B mm.: maxima 24*0 X 
17*0 mm.; minima 20*0x16*0 ami 21*1x15*3 mm. Tliey are 
early breeders, commencing to lay in the second week in April and 
few laying after May. 

Habits. Those of the genus. The Slaty-backed l^'orklail is 
found principally between 1,000 and 5,000 feet ascending some 
two thoiman(i feet higher, w hilst in winter it is found right down 
to the foot-hills and plains adjacent to them. 



EN1CUHU8. 


61 


(520) Enicurus immaculatus, 

Thk Black-backed Foiiktail. 

Enicurm hnmaeulatus Tfodjrr*., Afi. xix, p. 190 (18‘JGj (Nepnl). 
llenicurm immaciilatm. JManf. Oates, ii, p. 85. 

Vernacular names, rnruldiha gajeha (Kaclui Naga). 

Description. Forehead, short supercilium and round the back of 
the eye white ; rest of head, chin, throat, back and wing-coverts 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts white; tail black with broad 
white bases arid tips, the two outer pairs pure white ; tips of 
greater coverts and bases of quills white forming a broad wing- 
bar ; tips of secondaries white, broadly so on the innermost; 
below from lower throat to under tail-coverts white. 

In many specimens the head and upper back have a faint slaty 
tinge, but this appears to be purely individual and in no way a 
geographical variation. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet white, tieshy wiiite or yellowish white. 

Measurements. Wing 85 ta 04 mm.; tail lOO to 118 mm.; 
tarsus 20 to 27 mrn.; cuimen 10 mm. 

Distribution, Sub-Himalayas from (inrhwal to Assam, Chin 
Hills, Burma South to the Malay IVninsiila. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Slaty-backed Forktail. It 
breeds at low elevations in April and May, making a nest quite 
typical of the genus but generally laying only three eggs. These 
vary much but are tvpically pale and rather sparsely marked uitli 
bright pale reddish brown, 1 have one clutch with a pale green 
ground and another wliich is densely marked all over with small 
specks of dark reddish brown. Twenty-five eggs average 
20*8 X 15*8 mm.: maxima 21*6x10*0 and 21*2 x 16*3 mm.; 
minima 20 0x 15 5 and 20 3 x 15*1 mm. 

Habits. Tlioso of the genus. In Assam we found them 
principally on the larger lull-streams close to the Plains, but where 
the current w as still rapid. They remain below 2,5U0 feet and are 
more common below 1,000 feet than above that level. 

Enicurus lescheuaulti. 

'Vurdusleschenauiti Nouv. Diet, d’llist. Nat., xx, p. *269 (1818). 

Type-locality: Java. 


Key to Subsjmdes, 

A. Outermost pair of tail-feathers less than 

25 mm. shorter than the next pair. E. I. indictis, p. 6*2. 

B. Outermost pair of tail-feailiers much more 

than 25 mm. shorter than the next pair .... E, t, sinemiSy p. 63. 
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(521) Enicurus leschenaulti indicus, 

J^esciiknault’s Indian 1*\>iiktail. 

I^nicunis /(iic/tenatiUi indicus Hart., Vug*. Pal,, i, p. 760 (U>09) 
(Assam, Margiierita). 

Jlenicnrus leschenaulti. Blanf. cV: Oates, ii, p. 80. 

Vernacular names. Inmidiha (jadibn (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Forehead and anterior crown white; rest of head, 
back and breawSt black ; lower back, rump and upper fail-coverts 
white; tail black with broad white ba^es, two outer tail-feathers 
white ; wing-coverts black, the greater tipped with white forming 
a broad wing-bar; quills black, the inner secondaries witli .white 
bases and tips; below from breast to under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black ; legs and 
feet fleshy white, rarely a livid white. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm. ; wing OS to 
114 mm.; tail 138 to 150 min.; tarsus about 30 to 32 mm.; 
culinen about 21 to 23 mm. 

The Young have no white forehead, and the head and back 
varies from brown to chocolate-brown and the underparts from 
chin to abdomen are brown with central pale streaks. The yonnger 
the bird the more prominent the streaks. 

Nestling. The underparts are greyer and more mottled than 
streaked. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Tlastern Assam, Jlurma South to 
Tenasserim and Ikist to the Kuchin Hills. There is also one 
specimen of typical indietts from North-West China, and it is 
possible that this bird and Knimrus I, sinensis should rank as 
species rather than subspecies. 

The type-form from Java differs in having the wliite feathers of 
the crown elongated and covering nearly the whole crown. E. I, 
homeensis is a very closely allied race. 

Nidification. This Forktail seems to breed in heavier forest 
and on smaller streams than do any of the preceding birds of this 
genus. It is very common in Eastern Assam and here nearly all 
the nests are built among rocks, roots of trees, etc., on the tiniest 
of streams, entirely covered overhead by the meeting boughs of 
trees. They commence to build the first week in May or last week 
in April and few eggs are laid after May. The nest is like that 
of the Spotted Forktails but bulkier and heavier with more 
leaves ana roots in its composition and it is lined sometimes with 
skeleton leaves, sometimes with roots and sometimes with the 
two combined. 

The eggs, three or four in number, are more richly coloured 
than those of any other Forktail. The ground is generally a 
warm cream or reddish clay and tliey are freely and boldly 
speckled all over with reddish brown. Forty eggs average 24-6 x 
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19’7 mm.: maxima 26’1 X 17*4 and 25-7X 18'9 mm.; minima 
23*6 X 17*5 and 24-5 x 17*0 inin. 

They breed at all levels from a few hundred feet up to about 
2,000 feet. 

Habits. Lesehenault^s Forktail is a bird of the lower levels and 
in winter extends well out into plains country wherever there are 
streams and waterways running at a fair pace through heavy 
forest. It seems to be a more shy bird than most Forktails and 
when put np it gemn-ally dives at once into the forest and does 
not settle again and again just in front ot‘ one as do the Spotted 
Forktails ; Dr. Col tart and I both found it far more frequently on 
narrow forest-paths than on the streams. The feathers of the 
crown are semi-erectile, a feature 1 have noticed in no other 
Forktail. 


(r> 22 ) Enicurus leschenaulti sinensis. 

LkSCHENAUlFs ClllNKSE FORKTAIL. 

Enicurm sinensis Gould, P. Z. 8., 1865, p. 665 (Shanghai). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Indian form only in having the 
outer tail-feathers much shorter, 40 to 05 rnin., than the 
penultimate pair. 1 can see no other constant difference. The 
forehead and about half tlie crown are white and on the average 
extending further back than in the Indian bird. 

The Young and Nestling as in the lust form. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of South Central China, 
Yunnan and Slian States. 

Nidification. Breeds in Central Fohkien in May. La Touche 
and Jiickett describe the nest as a “ mere hollowed pad of dead 
and skeleton leaves, dry grass and roots with a few bamboo leaves.” 
The eggs are exactly like those of the Indian form. 

Habits do not differ from those of K, I. bulicus. 

Genus HYDROCICHLA* 

Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 318 (1883). 

Type, //. rnjicapilhi. 

This genus only differs from the last, EiiicnrHS, in having a 
much shorter tail, which is about equal to the wing in length; the 
middle tail-feathers ai'e about half the length of the tail. 

There are two species of this genus found in India, in one of 
which the sexes are alike and in the other dissimilar. 

Ket/ to 


A. Crown of head white ; nape black. . H. frontalis^ p. 64. 

B. Crown of head and nape chestnut.. H, ruJUapillay p. 64. 
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(523) Hydrocichla frontalis, 

Tue White-crowned Forktail. 

jEnicums fiontalis Bljth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 156 (1847) (Sumatra). 

Hydrocichla frontalia. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 87. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, anterior crown, rump and upper tail- 
coverts, abdomen and under tail-coverts white ; wings black, tips of 
greater coverts and bases of secondaries white forming a wing- 
bar, inner secondaries also tipped with white ; tail-feathers black 
witli broad white bases and white tips, the outer two pairs pure 
white ; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to black ; bill black, legs and 
feet almost white. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm. ; wing So to 
93 mm. ; tail 67 to 79 mm. ; tarsus 28 mm.; cuhnen 20 to 
21 mm. 

Distribution. Sumatra and Borneo extending North through 
the Malay Peninsula to Siam and the extreme South of 'IVnas- 
serim. 

Nidificatton. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Tins is a bird of forests of the plains and lower hills 
but practically nothing has been recorded as to its liabits or 
even in regard to the elevation to which it ascentiH. It appears 
to keep to rivers in evergreen forest and to have the voice, flight 
and action of the commoner Forktails. 

(524) Hydrocichla ruficapilla. 

The Chest.nut-backkd Forktail. 

JSnicurus rujicapillm Teiiim., PI. C’oL, iii, pi. 534 (1832) (Pallam- 
baiig, Sumatra). 

Hydrocichla inijicapillus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 87. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead white, surrounded by 
black ; crown, nape and sides of neck chestnut; rest of head, chin, 
throat, back and wings black; a broad white band formed by the 
tip.s of the greater coverts and bases of secondaries; the latter 
also tipped with white; tail black with white tips and broad 
w'hite bases, the outer two pairs pure white; breast and flanks 
white, the feathers boldly fringed with black; remainder of lower 
plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to black ; bill blnck, legs and 
feet white to fleshy-white. In this bird as in all the other Fork- 
tails, the joints are often more pink or livid in colour than the 
rest of the leg. 
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Measurements. Total lengtli about 200 mm.; tail 85 to 93 mm.; 
tail 07 to 79 mm. ; tarsus 28 nun.; culmen 20 to 21 mm. 

Female. The chestnut extends nearly all over the back and ou 
to the wing-coverts, otherwise as in the male. 

The Young are like the female but duller and very heavily 
marked l)elo\v. 

Nestling has tlie lower parts dull white, fringed with dull 
brown. 

Distribution. From Horneo, through iho Malay Peninsula to 
South-West Siam and Tenasserim to Mt. Xwalabo. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


( Jenus MICROCICHLA. 

Sharpe, (’at. H. M. vii, p. •i'J’J (IS^^o)* 

Type, .17. scouUr}. 

This genus only dilTers from Ihfdrocivhlu in having a very sliort 
tail, little more than half llie length of the wing. It is also 
remarkable in not having the two outer feathers pure while ; the 
middle pair ivach very nearly to the eiul of the tail. 

There is only one s[)eeies known ami tlie sexes are alike. 


(.'25) Mici’ocichla scouleri scouleri. 

Thu Littuk Fobkt.vil. 

Enicurm srouleri Vigors. P. Z. S., 18ol. p. 174 (Himalayas, Simla). 

Microcichla scoidi-ri, lllanf. sV Uale.s, ii, p. 88. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead white, rump white with a broad band 
of black across it ; u{)per tail-coverts white ; wings black with a 
broad white baud formed by the tips of the greater coverts and the 
bases of the secondarie.s ; bases of primaries and edges of outer 
webs of secondaries white ; below from lower breast to under tail- 
coverts white, marked on the Hanks and breast with blackish ; 
central tail-feathers black with \^hite bases, lateral pairs more 
and more wliite until the outermost pair has only a small patch 
of dark brown or black at the tip; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black ; bill black ; legs and 
feet white or tleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 73 to 
79 mm.; tail 41 to 49 mm.; tarsus about 24 to 26 mm. ; culmen 
12 mm. 

Young birds have the black replaced by dark brown ; there is 
no white forehead and the underparts are white, the feathers of 
the breast and flanks fringed with brown. 

VOL. II. 
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Distribution. The Himalayas from Chitral and Gilgit to 
Eastern Assam, Hills of Northern Burma and Shan States. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range between 3,500 ft. 
(liattraif) and 8,000 ft. (Dodstvorth), The nest is made of moss 
lined with skeleton leaves but varies a good deal. Kattray 
describes it as loosely made and falling to pieces when luindled, 
whilst Osmaston calls it a compact and massive little oiip. The 
only nest I have seen was very well put together. This pretty 
little Forktail seems nearly always to ))lace its nest actually 
under a waterfall, the one taken by myself l)eing so close to the 
water that it was constantly wet from the mist of the spray. 
Three seems to be the full clutch. In appeaninco they are not 
unlike the spotted typo of egg of Enintt'us schlstacefts hut are 
nothing like the normal eggs of E, macnhitu.^. I\Ir. P. Dodsworth 
took a pure white clutch but normally they are white sparingly 
speckled and spotted at the larger end with pale reddish or 
brown. 

Fifteen eggs average 20*4 x 14*6 mm.: maxima 21*3 x 15*1 and 
20*3 X 15*3 mm.; minima 19*4 X 14*4 mm. 

^ Habits. This little bird, in spite of its short fail, is a typical 
Forktail in every way, excej)t that, perhaps, it moves vertically 
with the seasons more than do the species of the genus Enirnrifs, 
Stevens and Coltart both obtained it in Winter in the foot-liills 
of Assam whilst in Summer it is found up to 12,000 feet in Tibet 
and possibly breeds at this elevation. 

It haunts the fastest and most turbulent of small hill-streams 
and the cessation of rapids and falls when the streams reach the 
plains also marks the limits of its excursions to the Plains. It is 
an active little bird both on land and in the water and spends more 
time actually under water than any of the other Forktails. 
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Subfamily PHCENICURINiE. 

This Subfamily difters from the last in having the tail square or 
rounded. With few exevptiouH its species are migratory, wliereas 
the Forktails are invariably resident and whilst the Redstarts and 
]{<)bins are essentially Pahcarctic forms the Forktails are essentially 
tropical or sub-tropical. Both subfamilies, however, have mucli 
the satne form ol bill and wings; they have their feet and tarsi 
formed for running on the ground and the plumage of the 
nestlings is somewhat similar. 

Ki if to Genera. 

A. Tail in both .scx<‘s largely chestnut*. 

a. Tail (*onsidcrHhlv longer than twice tarsus. 


a'. 'I'ail rn arlv square ; sexes diiferent .... Pi{a-:Nicrnus, p. (>?<. 

/>'. Tail much rounded : ."^exes rdike. CnAiMARUiionNis, 

b. 'Fail about twic«- the length of tarsus. ; p. 79. 

c'. liictal hri'lles very long and strong .... Phyacouxis, p. 

fl'. Kietal bristles weak or obsolete. Cyaxosyi.via, p. 83. 

Ih Tail witiu'ut anv <*hestJtui. 


c. J irst })riinarv shorter than one-third of 

se<*ond. 

e'. Difference between wing and tail less 

than tarsuN . Lt%sciNiA, p. <>7. 

f. ItilTerence between wing and tail twice 

tarsus . Grandala, p. 8s. 

d. First primary longer than one-third of 

second. 

f/\ 'I'ail equal to or >liorter than wing. 

a". ()uter tail-feathers sliort of tip by less 
than Ijalf length of middle toe. 

Dill straight and 'rhrush-like ; rictnl 
bristles strong. 

a*. Tail about twice tarsus in length. 
a\ riiroat of male brilliantly 

(‘oloured . Callioim:, p. tX). 

b\ Tliroat of male like rest of 

underparts . Tarsioer, p. 9o. 

b*. Tail coiisiderablv more than twice 


tarsus. 

c\ 'Fail uniform in colour. 

u*. Tips of tail-feathers mucronate Ianthia, ]). 97, 

//. Fips of tail-feathers rounded. AuKi.ruA, p. 104. 

d\ Tail largely whim . Notodela, p. lOo. 

/r\ Jlill slender and curved ; rictal [p. 108. 

bristles obsohUe . Saxicoloidks, 

Out«T tail-feathers short of tip by at 
letrst the length ot middle toe. 

c\ Tail of one colour. Callkxk, p. 107. 

(P. Tail black and white . Copsvenus, p. 111. 

4'. Tail much longer than wing . K)TTAC iNCLA,p. 116. 


♦ The only exccq lion is the female of lih^acornis 

r2 
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Genus PHCENICURUS Forster, 1817. 

Forster’s natne Fhoeniciirus for this genus dates frotn 181 1 (Syn. 
Cat. Brit. Birds, 1817, p. 17), antedates lintiei/la (C. L. Breliin, 
Isis, 18:28, p. ll]80) and must theretore be used. 

The tvpe of the genus is 1\ phif’)iicnri(s Linn. S. N. i, p. *135 

(17dd)- ^ . 

The genus P/nnilcurffJi contains the true l^edstarts, which may 
be recognized by their rather long tail, which is more than twice 
the length of the tarsus and nearly, or quite, square at tlit» tip; 
the tail is largely ciiestnut and the sexes are not alike. 

The bill is sjmrt, slender and black and the rictal bristles 
moderate or short; the wing is shaiqdy pointed and the first 
primary less tluin hah the second ; the tarsus is rather long. 

Xestlings h:i\e the plumage streaked above and squamated 
below but tlie tad-pattern is similar 1(» that of tlu‘ adult, 
rendering ideutitication fairly easy. Like the Chat tlie s(?a'ional 
change caused by the abrasion of (he featliers in summer is 
very great. 


A7y /o A^j^ecus, 


A. Tail-feathers, except middle pair, abruptly 

tipped with black . 

B. None of the tail-feathers tipped. 

«, A large white patch on tliroat. 

b. \o white patch on throat. 

a. 31iddle tail-feathers dilferent to lateral. 
Wing under 100 inin. 
a’\ Secondaries with white on both 

webs. 

b". No white on inner webs of second¬ 
aries. 

a\ Tenninal portion of shafts of all 

taii-feiithers black . 

b'\ Shafts i>f lateral tail-fealliers 
entirely che.stnut. 
rth Throat and breast black. 

a\ Secondaries with broad white 

edges. 

//', Secondaries with no white .. 
6‘. Throat and breast buff or ashy- 
brown. 

c'. Jiower plumage chiefly ashy- 

brown ... 

d\ Lower plumage buff or orange- 

buff .;... 

b\ Middle tail-feathers similar to lateral 
ones. Wing over 100 mm. 


1\ frontalisy p. OIK 
1\ schisficeps, p. 70. 


F. auroreua, p. 71. 


F. evythrotwfuny p. 73. 


P. hodymni^ cL P* 74. 

P. ocbruf USj cf, p. 7-3. 

P, hodysoni^ p. 7*3. 
P. ochruruSf $ , p. 73, 
P. erythrogaster^ p. 78. 
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( 520 ) Phoenicurus frontalis. 

The Blue-fronted Redstart. 

Vluvnivuva fnmtalu Vip:or8, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 172 (Himalayas) 

( restricted to Oarhwal). 

Jiuticilla frontalis. Jilanf. & Oates, ii, p. 91. 

Vernacular names. Tah-tirnri--pho (Lepcha). 

Description.—Male in Summer. Forehead and short, broad 
supeivilium brilliant blii<* ; remainder of head, throat and extreme 
upper breast, back, lesser and median wing-coverts deep, rather 
dull blue ; rumj). upper tail-coverts and rest of lower plumage 
rufous-chestnut; ceiHral tail-feathers blackish, chestnut at the 
extreme base, lateral feathers chestnut with broad black tips; 
wings brown, the greater coverts and quills edged with light 
rufous. 

After the Autumn moult the featljers of the blue parts are 
fringed with rufous and the wing-featiiers are also broadly edged 
witli the same. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 



S. “Head of P. frontalh. 


Measurements. Total length about 100 mm. ; wing 83 to 
92 mm.; tail o8 to tiS mm.; tarsus about .24 mm.; culmeu about 
10 mm. 

Female. Sides of head and neck fulvous-brown ; head, back 
and scapulars darker fulvous-brown; rum]) and tail as in the 
male; wings brown, all the feathers edged nitli fulvous; chin 
fulvous; throat and breast fulvous-brown, paler tiiau the back, 
but shading into this on the neck and sides of breast and turning 
to orange-brown on the abdomen and orange on the \ent and 
under tail-coverts. 

Young. Rumj), tail and wings as in the female ; liead, back and 
breast blackish brown, each feather with broad, pointed fulvous 
marks, smallest on the back and largest on the breast; abdomen 
and posterior flanks rich fulvous. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from Afghanistan and 
Gilgit to Eastern Assam North of the Brahmaputra, Tibet, Chin 
and Kachin Hills, N. Shan States to Western China. They 
winter in the sub-Himalayas, Dooai's, Assam South of the Brahma¬ 
putra and lower Chin and Kachin Hills. 
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Nidification. This Eedstart breeds from Afghanistan to W. 
China between 8,O00 and 15,000 feet, making a moss and grass 
cu{) lined ^ hair wliich it plaees in a liole or crevice in a rock 
or under a stone. Mr. S. ij. AVhym])er sa\ s that it also builds in 
holes in banks and in low juniper-scrub. Tin* eggs are thr<‘e or 
four ill number, a pale dull grevish pink, ])roliisely but very 
linely stippled with vi'rv pale reddish. 'I'he majority of eggs 
unless elosely examined appear to be a jiale dull ]>inkish grey. 
Twenty-four eggs average 11)\S x 14‘() mm. : maxima 21’4x 
14 1) and 19*5 x 15T nun.; minima 11 1 x 14*2. 

The breeding-season everywliere is from the end of May to 
early July. 

Habits. In Winter the Blue-fronted Kedstart desemids to some 
two thousand feet in Assam South of the Brahmajiutra and 
right into the foot-hills Xoith of it. In the West it is found in 
the plains close to the hills hut aj)parenlly in nnnsually st vere 
cold seasons only, ft is a lively little bird generally found in 
pairs, liaunting ti>e banks and beds of hill-streams and f(‘cdmg, like 
the W heatears, from some convenient rock or ]u*()mincnt stone, 
catching its prey both in the air and on the ground. 


(5:^7) Phoenicurus schisticeps. 

The White-throated HEnsTAirr. 

hlitticil/a sch)sfiee/)s Ilodgs., Cat. Mamm, it B. Nt'p., p. (1^10) 
(Nopal ); Blanf. & Oates, ii. p. 9g. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead atnl crown eobalt-blin*. dark¬ 
ening on the nape ; a frontal line, head, throat, nock, hack and 
scapulars black; the longest scapulars tij)p»-cl uith chestnut; 
rump, upper tail-coverts and base of tail l iiestnut, rest of tail 
black ; inner wing-coverts pure white ; outer coverts and quills 
brown, the inner secondaries broadly edged with w bite: a bold white 
patch surrounded with black on the lowt-r throat; undcr])art 5 
rich chestnut fading to albescerH on tlie centre of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : ])iil and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 15i) to 100 mrn.; wing 84 
to 87 mm.; tail 68 to 70inin.; tarsus about 24inm.; culmen 
about 12 niin. 

Male in Winter the featliers of the liead and back fringed 
with rufous, and tlie feathers of the breast very narrowly edged 
with fulvous. 

Female. Above olive-brown tinged with rufous, rump and tail 
like that of the male but paler ; wings like the male but a paler 
brown; below fulvous-ashy; a white patch on the throat; the 
abdomen and posterior flanks paler and tinged with rufous. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim, through Tibet and Eastern 
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Assam to Kansu. In winter is found in Assam South of the 
Brahmaputra, Eastern Bengal and Behar and parts of Burma. 

Nidification. Pleske.found its nest in Kansu, a cup made of 
moss and lined with hair and feathers, on the 11th ^lay. The 
four eggs he describes as reddish pink, spotted faintly w’itti 
light brown. Ln lengtii they measured 19*5 to 20 mm.; and in 
breadth from 14 5 to 15*5 mm. 

Habits. Tiiis is a bird of high elevations, in summer between 
lOjOOU and 15,000 feel wandering up to 17,000 feet, in the wintnr 
fre([uonting the lower hills and valleys between 2,000 and 5,000 
feet. It is common in the hills of A-<sam South of the Brahma¬ 
putra in winter and Dr. Coltart and I obtained it several times in 
the foot-hills about Margluu-ita at between 7<‘0 and 1,000 feet. 

It is generally seen in pairs and is a bird of forest and scrub 
rather than oj)en streams, though it is often seen on such as well 
as on those which run through heavy jungle. In all its actions 
it is a typical Kedstart. 

(528) Phoenicurus auroreus. 

Tut: Daurian Hkustart. 

Motncilln aurorea Pall., Ueis. Russ. Reichs,iii, p. 695 (1776) (Selenka, 
Lake Baikal), 

Ituticilla aurorea. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 9^*. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in Summer. Forehead to mantle slaty-grey ; 
sides of head and neck, throat, uj)j>er breast and back black ; rump, 
up|)er tail-coverts and remainder of lower plumage chestnut; central 
tail-feathers black, chestnut at the base,.lateral tail-feathers all 
chestnut; median and innermost greater wing-coverts white. 

In Winter the gnw parts are edged with dull rufous : the black 
parts are fringed witli rufous above and rufous-grey below; the 
wing-featliers edged with jKile fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black or, fide 
11 nine, dark brownish yellow or yellowish at gape and sometimes 
on base of lower mandible ; legs and feet bltick. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 160 mm.; wing 70 
to 77 mm.; tail 58 to 60 mm.; tarsus 23 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Female. Above olive-brown; lores and a ring of feathers round 
the eyt^ alm(»st white; rump, tail and wings as in the male but 
the black replaced by brown ; l)elow fulvous-brown, paling to 
fulvous on the vent and under tail-eoverts. 

Young male. Like the female but darker and browner above 
and tinged with chestnut on breast. 

Nestling. Above fulvous, each feather boldly edged with dark 
brown ; rump and tail as in the adult; below dull ashy-white, the 
breast and flnnk-feathers edged with brown. 
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Distribution. Hartert accepts three races of this Itedstart, 

». t .:— 

Fhoenicarus auroreus anrcreus: type-locality, Lake Baikal. 
{^PhunicuniH reevesii^ 1851: Cantor [Gray’s Zool. ^lisc. 
1832, Cliina].) 

PJuvnicuf'Hs (tnrorens Jikhiitri^ 1007: Kintscliai and Pinling, 
X.E. Cliina. 

PJtaniairm avroreus hucoptenis^ 1843; ]\falacc‘a. 

1 cannot separate these races. Tlie breeding-area of the species 
(luroreuSyViS far as is known at present, extends from Lake Baikal 
through East Siberia, Mongolia, Manchuria, Korea to Japan and 
also to extreme North-East China. In Winter they migrate South 
to South China, Formosa, some of the Islands of IVIalaysia and tlie 
Indo-Chinese countries as far AV^est as Assam. The winter birds 
Throughout the whole of this area are identical in size and coloration; 
thus in tlie huge series in the British Aluseum Collection we have 
the following wing-measurements :—Siberia, 70 to 70 mm.; China, 
70 to 72 mm.; Japan, 70 to 75 mm. : Corea, 71 to 75 mm.; Assam, 
70 to 70 inm.; Sikkim (1), 76 mm.; Yunnan (5), 76 mm. As regards 
colour there is a small series of five birds in non-breeding plum¬ 
age which are rather pale but the.se are matched by individuals from 
Assam to Chi-h!i. Hartert says that there is a dark form found in 
winter from Malacca to Burma and Assam of which the breeding- 
haunts are not yet known. I can, however, see no dillereiico 
between specimens from these countries and tliose from Soutli 
China which are, presumably, migratory birds from Transbaikalia 
and Eastern Siberia etc. La Touche’s breeding birds from North- 
Ivast Chi-bli are ideutical with Assam birds taken in March and 
April, all of which are in full breeding-dress. Under the above 
circumstances I do not attempt to split P. avronus into races. 

Nidification. La Touche .says that this Kedstart is common in 
North-East Clii-bli breeding in the hills during May, June and 
July. He describes the nests as pads or rough shallow’ cups 
made of moss, soft grass-strips and feathers always placed in holes 
in walls and rocks. The eggs he took were of two different types, 
one with a white to pink ground-colour, speckled^ stippled or 
blotched with pale burnt sienna and with underlying spots of 
reddisli violet. These markings generally form a ring or cap at 
the larger end and are sparse elsewhere. The other type has the 
ground-colour a pale green. Thirty-seven eggs average H)‘6x 
14*1 mm. 

Habits. There is little on record about the habits of this lied- 
start but tliey appear to be (piite typical of the genus. It breeds 
in the Chinese mountains from 5,000 feet upw ards and is common 
in South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and Assam in w’iuter. 
According to Stevens it is a familiar bird frequenting compounds, 
gardens and cultivation rather than forest and jungle. 
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(529) Phoenicurus erythronotus. 

EvehsmAnn’s Hkostaht. 

Sf/h'ia rrj/f/inmota Ever.sm., Add. ad Pall. Zoo;>^. llosso-As., ii, p. 11 
(lb'll) (Altai). 

liuticilla erf/tlironota. Hlanf. v'c Oates, ii, p. 94. 

Vernacular names. Xoue recorded. 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. A frontal line, lores, 
cheeks, point of cliin and sides of neck black produced round the 
back of t he neck as a not very distinct collar; crown, nape and hind 
neck pale ashy-blue, the nape and hind neck almost always with the 
ashy-t.^rey fringes of tlie winter plumage still obscuring the blue ; 
back, scapulars, throat, breast and Hanks chestnut, to some extent 
fringed above with grey and below with white; rump chestnut, 
tail tlie same but witli tlie central pair of feathers and the tips of 
the outermost pair dark brown ; wings dark brown, the quills 
edged with grey, the greater and median coverts broadly edged 
with pale fulvous ; the inner coverts pure white forming a very 
conspicuous wing-patch; the primary-coverts are also broadly edged 
with white; abdomen and under tail-coverts fulvous-white to 
almost pure white. 

After the Autumn moult the blue of the head is completely 
concealed by ashy-grey fringes; the chestnut of the back and the 
black collar hardly show and the fringes on the black parts of the 
head and on the chestnut breast are broader and obscure the other 
colours. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or blackish brown; bill 
and feet black, the mouth yellowish or flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 103 to 107 mm.; wing 84 
lo 89 mm.; tad 04 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 23 niin. (to 20, 
; culmen about 10 to 12 mm. (“ciilmen from skull 14 to 
10*5 mm./’ WJiutler), 

Adult female. U]>per ])arts, sides of bead and neck and wings 
brown ; tlu* winglet mostly white, the median coverts with broad 
fulvous edges and a white patch but much smaller than in the 
male and much mottled \\ith brown : rum]), upper tail-coverts and 
tail as in the male; an indistinct ring of white feathers round the 
eye; lower plumage ])ale grey-brown, tinged here and there with 
rufous-orange and paler on abdomen and vent; lower tail-coverts 
pale fulvous. 

Measurements. The female is practically the same size as the 
male; wing 82 to 88 mm. 

The Young have the dark feathers of the upper parts streaked 
with fulvous and the breiist mottled. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Trans-Caspia and East 
Persia, and wandering in winter to South Persia, Afghanistan 
and Kashmir. Marshall found it common near Quetta, Whitehead 
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at Kohat and Kurrain. Kotokhai in the Himalayas still remains 
the most Eastern point at which it has l)een obtained, hut to tlm 
South its ]n*eviously recorded limit has been greatly extended by 
Mr. II. Whistler, who found it to be a common winter visitor to 
the Jhang District in the Punjab. 

Nidification. Eggs sent me from Turkestan atid also some 
described by Nelirkorn are very like the eggs of Su.vicola tor<j\i<ita 
indica in coloration, but in shapi‘ are more narrow and pointed, 
and in texture liarderand more glossy. The reddish markings are 
scattered all over the eggs and do not form definite rings as in the 
Bush-Chat’s eggs. Tliey measure about 1^‘4 x mm. 

The nest was said to Imve been built in an old wall and to liave 
been made of grass, moss and roots lined with wool 

Habits. Eversmann’s Hedstart is said to fretpient o[)cn sj)acvs 
in welJ-wooded country, and to be a land-haunter ratlier tlian one 
of streams and rivers. Whitehead says that its call sounds like a 
croaking “ gre-er ” and Whistler ^ays that its ordinary call-note is a 
softer edition of this sound. Tin* latter also nders to its iiabit, 
common to botli sexes, of flirting tlie tail up and down above tlie 
level of the back, wliereas in the common Bedstarl it is only 
shivered. 


(530) PhoBnicurus hodgsoni. 

1I< )i)GSON’s K EBSTA HT. 

llutifilh ho{h/.<om Moore, P. Z. S., Ib54, p. p], Iviii (Nopal); 

Blanf. wV: Oates, ii, p. 05. 

Vernacular names. Thar-ca^mi (Nepal). 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. Forehead, lores, sides of 
head and neck, chin, throat and upper breast black; crown, nape, 
back and scapulars asiiy, the feathers next the foreijead and al)ove 
the lores and eyes j)aler, in some instances almost wliite ; lower 
rump, upper tail-coverts and tail chestnut, t}>e central tail-feathers 
are only chestnut on the base and blackish brown elsewhere ; 
wing-coverts black, broadly edged with ashy; (piills brown, the 
innermost secondaries broadly edged with white on the basal 
halves of the outer webs, forming a visible patch of white ; lower 
j>lumage chestnut, darkest on the lower breast, palest on the vent 
and lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black, the gape 
fleshy-yellow; legs and feet black or dark brown, the soles 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm.; wing 82 
to 87 min.; tail 66 to 68 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; cuhuen 
about 11 mm. 

In Winter the feathers of the breast and fore-neck are fringed 
with grey, but these fringes soon wear off*. 
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Female. U[)per plumage and wings light brown tinged with 
ashy ; rump and tail as in tlu‘ male ; wing-coverts and quills edged 
paler; a ring ol pale leathers round the eye; under tail-coverts 
pale cliestnul; remainder ol' under plumage pale asiiy-hrown, 
albescent, and tinged with rufous on abdomen, posterior tlanks and 
vent. 

Measurements, leather smaller than the male; ^^ing 79 to 
82 mm.; tail (52 to (it mm. 

Young are like the female, hut the chin, throat and who](^ 
bn^ast ashy-grey \\ith pale centres and dark margins, the latter 
extending on to abdomen and posterior Hanks. 

Distribution. HretMlsin South and Eastern Tibet, West China 
and possibly North (Jmitral China, in Winter it is found in the 
lower hills from Nepal to Assam, Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills. 

NidiHcation. This lledstart l)n*eds in great niirnlHU’s in Scuith- 
Easttom Til)et, making a lu^ar eirlKu-just a flat pad or a shallow cuj> 
of grass, roots, moss, leaves, etc., liiual with hair, fur or wool, in 
the majority of cases it is placed in holes under stones and 
boulders on hill-sides hut it may also be found in walls, 
buildings, banks and cliiTs. They breed during May and June, 
odd nests still containing eggs in July and August are ])os8ihly 
second broods. IHiey lav four or live eggs which are a skim-milk 
blue much paler than those of P, but decidedly darker 

on tlu^ whole than those of P. orJtrtfrifs. 

Fifty eggs average 20*4 x 14*7 mm.: maxima 22’3xl4*5 and 
2T2 X 16’0 mm. ; minima 19T X 14*5 and 2TO x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. 11 odg<on\s Redstart is found during the breeding-season 
from about Iojmm.) to 17,000 feet but breeds principally between 
l2.tH>u and 14,0<>o, whilst in M’inler it descends right into tlie 
Plains of Assam, NA^rtbern Bengal and Behar. though not m'arly 
as commonly in the two latter as tlu‘ former. In Summer it is 
found fre^juenting streams and stony hill-sides as well as grass and 
scrnh-i'overed plateaux. In its winter haunts it keej>s more 
exclusively to the stony hetls of rivm's hut evim at this stvison may 
occasionally he fouiul in scrub aiui grass-land. It is a very 
tame ami confiding bird and frequents at ail times culti\alien and 
the open lands round villages and towns. 

Phoenicurus ochnirus, 

Motncilltt ochrunt Cmelin, Ueis. Russl., iii, p. 101 (1774). 

Type-locality : Persia. 


Keif SubsfH'cles, 

A. Crown always grey, paler. I\ o, p/urmcuroideii^ d » p. 70. 

B. Crown black in summer, darker . , P. o. rufiiYntn\ d t p- 77. 

C. Above fulvous-brown, paler below., P. v, p/ta ntcuroides, £ , p. 70. 
1), Above darker brown tinged rufou.s, 

darker below. P. o. mfirvutn's, $ , p. 77, 
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(531) Phoenicurus ochrurus phoenicuroides. 

The Kashmir Kehstart. 

l^uticil/aj}htenicurouIes^loOY<}^ P. Z. S., xxii, p. -*> (lH5o) (Shikurpore, 
Sind). 

nijiventrim. Hlanf. & Oates, ii, p. i>o (part.). 

Vernacular names. Thir^thira^Thirter-kampa (Hind.); Pftii'-ora, 
Lal-fjirdi (Beng.); yune^hudi-padu (Tel.). 

Description.—Adult male in Winter. Forehead, sides of head 
and neck, chin, throat and breast black, the featijers more or less 
fringed’with grey; crown, naj)e, hind neck, back and scapulars 
ashy-grey often tinged with rufous ; rinnp and upper tail-coverts 
briglit chestnut; central tail-feathers brown with chestnut bases 
and very narrow chestnut edges; lateral tail-feathers chestnut; 
w ing-coverts black edged w ith ashy ; the greater coverts and ([uills 
brown edged w ith rufous; abdomen. Hanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts deep orange-brow n. 

Male in Summer. The broad grey edgt»s to tbe feathers of the 
upper parts wear off leaving these ])arrs a deep blackish grey, 
occasionally a pure black ; the fringes to the hn^ast and tlnamt 
entirely disappear and the rufous edges to the wing-feat hers and 
central tail-feathers also nearly wear away. Tlie crow n is always 
more or less grey. 

Measurements. Total length about loo mm.; w ing SI to Ss mm.; 
tail oS to 6() mm,; tarsus 'J4 mm.: culmen 11 mm. 

Female. Wliole upper plumage pale brown, tinged with fiihous ; 
the forehead generally rather paler; riimj), u)>per tail-eoverts and 
tail as in the male hut paler; a ring of pale feathers round the 
eye; lower surface huffy brown, darkest on the breast, palest on 
the abdomen and tinged with oraiig(‘ on the flanks and abdomen ; 
under tail-coverts pule orange-fulvoms. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; mouth 
yellow'ish ; legs and feet very dark brow n to black. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 8.‘1 mm.; tail ob to oS mm.; tarsus 
24 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Young. Have the upper parts barred with dark brown; the 
rufous margins to the wing-f(‘alhers very broad ; rump and tail 
like the adult; the underparts are almost white, tinged with 
orange-rufous on breast and flanks and the feathers edged with 
blackish brown. 

Distribution. Breeding in Persia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Balu¬ 
chistan, Kashmir and Ladak but not, apparently, South in the 
Simla States and Garhwal. In Winter it is found throughout the 
Western plains and hills of India to Travancore, llie Niigiris and 
Madras. In the East its place is taken by the next bird. 

Nidiffcation. The Kashmir Redstart’s nest has been taken 
often in Northern and North-W*estem Kashmir. It also breeds 
throughout the North-Western Frontier from Baluchistan to 
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Gil| 2 ;it above 10,000 feeL The nests are of the usual Redstart 
type, roughly put together shallow cuj>s of roots and grasses, a 
little dry moss or a few leaves, willi a lining of any fur, hair or 
wool, sometimes mixed with a few feathers. It is j)]aced in a 
hole in almost any position, a hank or elifT, a roadside cutting or 
sidt' of a stream, under a houlder or heap of stones, a mud or st(»ne 
building or even a imle in a tre(\ Tlje eggs number four to six 
and in colour rango* from almost white to a pale hlue-green. They 
are as a whole the palest, yet tin* most glossv of all the Jtedstarts’ 
eggs. Thirtv' <*ggs average 19*7 y 14*2 mm.: maxima 20’2 X lo*0 
and 2M‘1 x 15 1 mm.; mininja 18*2 x 13 0 mrn. 

Habits. The Kashmir lhalstart is a most familiar little bird in 
most parts of India during the cold-W(‘athei“ months frequenting 
gardens atid the open surroundings of houses and cultivation just 
118 inucli as hare stony hills and open wastes. Like the Chats it 
often perches on hushes and shrubs, Ihrting its tail and making 
little rallies to the ground afl(‘r insects and its fumiy little croaking 
cry, typical of the ILHLtarts yet so unusual for a bird, is familar 
to everyone in India. It is one of the earliest birds to commence 
feciling in tin* morniiigaud iji the fast>settling dusk of the tropical 
evening it may often he seen, a flitting shadow in the bed of some 
forest-stream, f<‘eding on the insects which emerge in tiu^ twilight. 
Yet, in spite of its cre|)U'i(’ular haf^it'i it also feeds in the blazing 
midday sun, pendiod on some half-baked stone in the hottest of 
deserts. 


(0:12) PhoBnicurus ochrurus iiifiventris. 

Thk Lastkun Indian RnnsTAirr. 

Q^nanthe riffirnifris Vieill., Xouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., Nouv. ed.. xxi, 
p. 4‘>1 (Ik-ngal). 

Riiticilla vitfiv(*ntn». Jhanf. iV: Oates, ii, p. 9o (part.l. 

Vernacular names. Phir-ora, LahfjiriVi 

Description.—Adult male in Winter. Similar to tlie Western 
bird, but riciu*r chestnut below and darker grey above. 

In Summer tlie head becomes wlioily black, the grey crown not 
being retained as in P. o, j)hfn\icuroi(hs. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 80 to 89 mm.; tail 58 to G2 mm.; tarsus 
25 inm.; ciilmeu 12 mm. 

Female much darker both td>ove and below than the last bird ; 
the upper parts browner and with a stronger rufous tinge. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 87 mm. 

Distribution. Tibet, very rarely Sikkim and Xepal. Ejist to the 
Mountains of Central and North China and South Mongolia. In 
Winter it is common in Assam, Manipur. Diirtua and South-West 
Cliina. It occurs also, but is not common, in Dengal and Rebar 
a'^ui extends to Orisga but not to I^ladras. 
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Nidification. The Eastern Eedstart breeds in very preat 
nund)ers in Soutli, Central and Eastern Tiliet from 10,000 to 
lo,000 feet, making a nest similar to that of the Wesrerii bird 
and placing it in exactly the same kind of place. A curious nest 
found in a heap of stones just outside the town of (ryantse in 
Tiber was composed entirely of scraps of rice-paper witli a lining 
of goat’s hair. The eggs number four to six, most often live, and 
are indistinguishable from those of the last bird. One hundred 
egixs average 0 x 14*6 mm.: maxima 22 0x15*0 and lil*0x 
15*4 mm.; minima 18*4 X 13*8 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from May to August and probably 
many birds rear two broods. 

Habits. The Eastern Indian Redstart seems to be more a forest- 
bird than its Western cousin. In the Assam hills it may be found 
in any small open space, however hemmed in by forest, and it is 
very partial to bamboo-juogle bordering streams. This bird some¬ 
times jerks its tail right over its back, semi-spreading it as it does 
so, at other times it shivers” it or flirts it gently up and down. 
The first action is nearly always accompanied by movements of the 
feet, but tl»e second is not. From October to March it wanders 
out far into the plains of Assam and Burma, whilst in Summer it 
is found up to 17,000 feet, and Wollaston records it at 2(.Mt00 feet 
when migrating past Mt. Everest. 

Phoenicurus erythrogaster- 

Giildenstadt, Nov. Com. Petrop. xix, p. 101) 

(1775). 

Type-locality: Caucasus. 

(533) Phoenicurus erythrogaster grandis. 

Gi ldexstadt’s Redstart. 

Ituticilla fframlU Gould, P. Z. S,, 1849, p. 112 (1850) (Afghanistan). 
lititicUla erythrOf/aster, Jilanf. tC Gates, ii, p. 07, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. Crown, nape and hind 
neck pure white, the latter with a few ashy-grey margins ; fore¬ 
head, back, scapulars, wing-coverts, sides of head and neck, cliin, 
throat arid breast bkick ; quills brownish black, the primaries and 
outer secondaries with broad white bases ; remainder of plumage 
deep chestnut, the tips of the central tail-feathers brownish. 

In Winter the white feathers of the crown are fringed with grey 
and the black portions of the plumage, more especially the lower 
breast, are also fringed to some extent with ashy-grey, 

Thechestiint parts in this race are not nearly so rich or deep in 
colour as they are in true erythrogasUr, 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill, legs and feet black# 
According to Hume the bill is yellow at the gape. 
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ICeasurenieiits. Wing 102 to 111 mm. (in one case 07 mm.); 
tail 70 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; culraen about 13 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage ami wings light ashy-brown, some¬ 
times with an almost vinous tinge; edges of wing-feathers dull 
fulvous-white; ruuij) to tail as in the male, but duller and pftler 
and the central tail-ft;athers more brown ; below fulvous-grey, 
sometimes all>escent on tliroat and more fulvous oii abdomen and 
vent; under tail-coverts pale fulvous-rufous. 

Measurements. WTing 95 to 99 mm.; tail 62 to 68 mm.; culinen 
12 to 13 mm. 

The young bird is like the female, but has the feathers of the 
head and back with dark edges and of the underparts with pale 
centres and dark margins. 

Distribution. Kashmir and the extreme N.E. Frontier to 
Sikkim, Tibet and Kansu. It is also found in East Turkestan, 
the Altai and the Trans-Jlaikal Country. 

Nidiiication, That of the genus. The eggs are pure blue and 
measure about 22*0 x 15*5 mm. The breeding-season is June. 
Whistler took its nest in Lahul at 16,000 feet. 

Habits. In Summer this bird is found up to at least 16,000 feet 
frequenting the vicinity of water, hotii running and still, and also 
low, open hill-sides. In AVTnter it is found down as low as the 
foot-hills and adjoining Plains. 

Genus CHAIMARRHORNIS. 

Tlodgs. in Gray’s Zoo). Misc. p. 82 (1844). 

Type, C. IcucocephaJa* 

The genus Chaimarrhomis consists of one species, which is a true 
Redstart, but almost aquatic in its habits like the Forktails and 
liht/aconiis. 

The sexes are alike, the nestlings mottled ; the tail is well 
rounded, the wing long but with large first primary, equal to half 
the length of the second ; the tarsus is long and strong. 


(534) Chaimarrhomis leucocephala. 

Tub WuiTE-CArPED Hedstakt. 

Phanicura Ieuci>c(phala Vigors, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 35 (Himalayas). 

Chimarrhoniis leucovephaliis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 89. 

Vernacular names. Gir-chaomlia (Hind.); KaU-pholia 
Ghat); Mati-tap-pho (Lepcha) ; Chuliu-mati (Bhut.). 

Description. Crown and nape white; rest of head, back and 
wings glossy blue-black; rump, upper tail-coverts and lower parts 
from breast rich chestnut; tail, basal two-thirds chestnut, rest 
black. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or hazel; bill black, gape 
fleshy ; legs and feet dark brown, claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 85 to 
102 mm.; tail 08 to 77 mm.; tarsus 29 to 31 mm.; culii^ou 13*5 
to 14 5 min. 

Chinese birds seem rather large, wing 93 to 102 min. as against 
extremes of 85 to 99 mm. in N.W. Indian birds. 

Young. Have the feathers of the crown edged with blackish 
brown ; the black parts of the a^lult more brownish, especially 
below ; the feathers of the upper parts are spotti'd with fulvous- 
brown and below are fringed with rufous; the brown of the 
breast extends on to tiie abdomen, where it is much sulYused with 
rufous, which blends into the chestnut of the under tail-eoverts. 
Tail as in the adult. 

As the rufous margins wear off the plumage becomes much 
blacker, but does not seem to acquire the blue-black of the adult 
until after the first spring moult. 

Distribution. Vrom Afghanistan and Baluchistan, Gilgit and 
Cashmere to extreme Eastern Assam, North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Tibet, Setchuau ro the Yangtse. The Northern 
Burmese Hills, North Siam, Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidification. The White-capped Hedstart breeds from Afghan¬ 
istan to Western China at all heights between 9,000 and 
16,000 feet, but generally between S,000 and 14,000 feet. It 
makes a deep and rather massive cup-shaped nest, wliich it gene¬ 
rally places in a crevice, or on a ledge, of rock on the banks of a 
river or hill-stream. At other times it may be placed under a 
stone or the roots of a tree on a bank and occasionally in a hole in 
a bank or even in tree-trunks. Most nests are placed beside or 
near water, but it may also be built at a considerable distance 
from it. It is made of moss, leaves, roots and grass lined with 
fur, wool or hair, or any one or more of these mixed with grass. 

The eggs number three or four, very rarely five. Tlie ground¬ 
colour is a pale blue or blue-green, rarely with a piukifih tinge 
and the marks consist of specks and spots of reddish brown with 
others underlying them of grey and neutral tint. In the majority 
of eggs the markings are fairly nuinerou.s over the whole surface, 
in others they arc very small and sparse and iu a very few bold 
and large, forming caps. 

Fifty eggs average 24*6x16*8 mm.: maxima 26*2X 16*7 and 
23*8 X 17*3 mm.; minima 22*2 x 17*0 and 22*3 x 16*9 mm. 

The breeding-season is May and June, but nests have been 
taken in August, and many birds probably have a second brood. 

Habits. This Redstart is essentially a bird of rivers and streams, 
seldom being found away from them. They feed principally on 
insects which they catch on the shingle on river-banks or on 
island.s in the river, and they are much more active on their legs 
than most Redstarts and not so prone to haunting one particular 
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starting- or observation-point. They extend down to the foot¬ 
hills and plains adjacent to them in winter and in sumpier wander 
up to nearly 18,000 feet. 

Genus EHYACORNIS. 

Blanf., J. A. S. B., xli, 2, p. 51 (1873). 

Type, II, fuliginosa. 

The genus Rhyaconiis contains one species only, which extends 
from the Eastern Himalayas to Formosa and which is remarkably 
constant in coloration throughout nearly the whole of this area. 
It is closely allied to both IVicenicurus and Chaimurrhornis, From 
both of these, however, it differs in the shorter tail and in the 
strong riotal bristles ; from the latter also it differs in the sexes 
being totally different in colour, the female being practically all 
grey witli no red on the tail. 

The Formosan form has been separated by Ogilvie-Grant under 
the name of R. f^ affinis. 


(535) Rhyacornis fuliginosa fuliginosa. 

The Plumbeous Kedstart. 

Phwnicura fuliginosa Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 36* 
lihuacornis fuHginusus, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 98. 

Vernacular names. Saradum jntrho-pho (Lepcha) ; Chuhbia 
nukki (Bhutea). 

Description.—Adult male. AVhole plumage dull cyaiieous the 
lores almost or quite black and the ear-coverts and sides of the 
neck often darker than the upper plumage ; wings black edged 
cyaneous and the greater coverts sometimes tipped with white 
specks: upper and lower tail-coverts, tail and vent bright 
cliestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black; legs and 
feet (lark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing72 to81 inin.; 
tail 46 to 52 miu.; tarsus about 24 min.; cuhnen about 11 mm. 

Adult female. Whole upper plumage bluish ashy-brown ; wing- 
coverts and inner secondaries brown edged with fulvous-rufous 
and with a white spot at the tip; greater coverts, primaries and 
outer secondaries brown with pale edges; upper and lower tail- 
coverts white ; tail dark brown with broad white bases, the white 
increasing on the outer feathers until it covers all but the tip and 
edge of the outer web of the outermost; whole lower plumage 
ashy-blue, each feather with a bold white bar; the chin and throat 
are generally tinged with rufous, the same colour extending to the 
cheek and round the eye. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male, 

VOL. II. G 
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Voaaurexxieiits. Wiug about 70 to 73 mm.; hiil about 45 to 
50 mm. ^ 

NastliBgs are brown above, each feather with a fulvous central 
spot; below they are fulvous, the feathers edged with |)iackish ; 
abdomen and vent whitish; tail as in the female. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Afghanistan and Baluchistan to 
Eastern Assam and Tibet; Northern Burma and the Burmese 
Hills to Tenasserim, Northern Siam, Yuni»an, Central and South 
China and Hainan, but not Formosa wliere it is replaced by 
Ogilvie-Grant’s It,ajffinis, 

Nidiflcation. The Plumbeous Redstart breeds from 4,000 to 
12,000 feet, and possibly up to 14,000 feet on the Til)etan 
plateaux, during April, May and the early part of June, sometimes 
having a second brood in the end of June and in July. Stolic/.ka 
found it breeding at 13,000 feet in the Spiti Valley, and Macdonald 
sent me nests from between 13,000 and 14,000 feet al>ove 
Rhamtso. The nest is a lovely little cup made principally of 
living green moss, snmetimes mixed with roots, a few leaves and 
fern-rachides. The lining is normally of line roots and hair-like 
fibres, but occasionally hair or wool is employed. It is placed in 
almost any kind of natural hollow beside a stream ; the site may 
be a hole amongst the roots or in the trunk of a tree, in amongst 
boulders and rocks or just in a sloping bank. Wherever placed it 
is almost always‘well concealed. 

The eggs vary from three to five, generally four. The ground¬ 
colour is a pale greenish or yellowish stone, sometimes almost a 
pure pale sea-green. The marking.s consist of specks and small 
blotches of reddish brown, sometimes tiriy and sparsely scattered 
all over the surface, sometimes larger and more numerous and 
then generally disposed in a ring or cap at the larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 18 7 x 14*5 inrn.: the maxima are 
20 2x14*9 and 20*0x 16*6 inm.; minima 17*2X 14 1 and 19*0x 
13*5 mm. 

Habits. The Plumbeous Redstart is a typical Redstart in all its 
ways, but keeps practically entirely to the beds of streams and 
rivers. It is a most active energetic little bird, everlastingly 
flicking its tail as it perches on some convenient stone in the 
middle of the stream. From this it makes little sallies after 
insects, sometimes catching them on the wing like a Flycatcher, 
sometimes pursuing them with tiny, rapid steps, over stones and 
shallows. It will enter comparatively deep water after water- 
insects and oc<*asionally disappears underneath altogether. 

It is probable that this little Redstart does not always acquire 
adult plumage the first spring, for birds in female plumage always 
number several to every bird in male plumage and, at least twice^ 
I have seen males actually breeding in female plamuge. 

This little Redstart often sings in winter, and two males will 
fight if they meet or will dance to one another as in the 
breeding-season, quivering a few inches over the rushing etieam 
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of sotne^roouotRin torrent, wings and tail wide outspread, for two 
or three minutes at a time before returning to the stone from 
which they started. They are very crepuscular in their habits. 

f 

Genus CYANOSYLVIA. 

IJrebm, Isis, 1828, p. U20. 

Type, C, ittiecica Linn. 

The genus Cyanosylvia contains two species of Blue-throats 
found in India, birds which are allied to the Kobin, though, like 
the lledstarts, they have a good deal of red on the base of the 
tail. The males have the chin and throat a brilliant blue, but (he 
females are plain brown birds with less bright colouring. 

In Cyanosylvia the tail is short, only twice the length of the 
tarsus, the rictal bristles are not well developed though present 
and the bill is slender. 

Tl»e name Cyanecala^ used by Oates in the ‘ Avifauna, ’ cannot 
be used, as in the ‘ Isis’ on an earlier page Brehm had already 
given this bird as the type of Cyanosylvia. 

Until recently the lied-spviied and White-spotUd Blue-throats 
have generally been considered geographical races of the same 
species, hut as Ludlow and Osmaston have obtained the two forms 
breeding in the same area they must either be given the status of 
species or rank merely as dimorphic forms of the same species. 


Key to Species. 

A. 'rhrortt blue with a chestnut spot in 

the centre . 

Ih Throat either wholly blue or with a 

white spot in the centre. 

C. Throat whitish or bulF with a arnrget of 
black spots . 


C. suecica, J , p. 84. 

C. ci/anccula^ r?, p. 86. 

[p. S4. 

C. cyanecula and sueriroj $ , 


Cyanosylvia suecica. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A, Throat darker blue, red spot paler . . C. s. suecica^ p. 83. 

B. Throat paler blue, red spot more 

rusty. 

a. Upper parts paler, re<l tinge wanting. C. s. palluloguUiris, p. 85 

b. Upper parts darker^ red tinge ob¬ 

vious . C. s. roAwjr/a, p. 85. 


(5^16) Cyanosylvia suecica suecica. 

The Western Kbu-spottkd Blue-throat. 

MotaciUa suecica Jdnn., S. N., t, p. 187 (1758) (Sweden). 

Cyanecula suecica. Blanf. A Oates, ii, p. 09 (part.). 

Ternacular names. Jhmefii Pidda (Hind.); Kil-lanthe (II. 
in the N.); Ounpigei'a, Gnrpedra (BengaW); 2>ufnbak {^\nd). 

• q2 
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Bescription.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage brown, the 
feathers of the forehead and fore crown with dark centres, and the 
rump, upper tail-coverts and wing-coverts sometimes slightly 
tinged with rufous; wing-quills, tail and longest tnilrcoverts 
blackish brown edged with rufescent; outer tail-feathers rufoua 
on the basal two-thirds ; chin and throat bright blue ; lower throat 
chestnut surrounded with blue; this is succeeded by a broad band 
of black and a still broader band of chestnut, the two more or less 
separated by a white band ; lores blackish ; a superciliuni from the 
nostrils to the ear-coverts buff ; cheeks, ear-coverts and behind the 
eye mixed fulvous and dark brown ; from breast to vent fulvous, 
albescent on the centre of the belly; under tail-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, eyelids plumbeous; bill 
black, horny or Heshy at the base; legs ami feet flesliy hrown, 
light brown or rather dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 unn.; wing 71 to 78 mm.; 
tail 54 to 58 inin.; tarsus about 27 to 28 mm.; culmeii 12 to 
13 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male above but duller and with a white 
instead of a buff supercilium. Below, the chin and throat is a 
huffy white ; a gorget of dull black spots extends from the corners 
of the lower mandible down the sides of the neck and across the 
breast and occasionally a little rufous shows on the breast below 
and above this gorget; the remainder of the plumage is dull huffy 
white darker on the flanks. 

Nestling. Above dark brown streaked with fulvous, below dull 
fulvous, each feather edged with black. 

Distribution. Breeding from I^aplatid and Sweden through the 
North-East of Europe and North-West of Asia to the Yenissei. 
In AVinter it wanders South to North Africa, South-East Europe 
and North-West India. As this race has always been confused 
with the S):istern form, pallilogularis, it is impo.ssible to say how 
far South and East the i*ecords refer to it. 

Nidiffcation. The Western Bed-spotted Blue-throat breeds 
throughout its Northern habittit from the end of May (in the 
more Southern areas) to early July (in the most Northern). Jt 
makes a nest of grass, leaves and roots, lined with grass and placed 
in among the roots of grass or bushes on a bank or piece of 
swampy ground. The eggs vary from four to six in number and 
are a light greenish or brownish olive, sometimes, according to 
Dresser, mottled or clouded with darker at the larger end. One 
hundred eggs average 18*5xl4'0 ram. and tlie extremes are: 
maxima 20*7 X 14*0 and 19'3 x 15*0 mm.; minima 17*0 X 14*2 and 
17*3 X 12*8 mm. 

Habits. This bird is said to be very like a Hedge-Accentor in 
its habits; creeping quietly and unobtrusively about bushes and 
long grass, fee:ling on insects and, less often, on seeds. In the 
non-breeding season when it visits India it seems to l>e less 
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secretive and may be often seen perched on some twig of a bush, 
flirting and expanding its tail like a liedstart. It has a short but 
rather tine song in the breed in g-sciison which AVhitehead 
syllabifies us, “ Pray did he then ” constantly repeated. With us 
it is seldom that anything but its rather loud metallic ^‘chic chic’’ 
is heard. It st^ems always to prefer damp or swampy ground, 
where it keeps low down in the reeds, sometimes feeding on the 
ground in the drier parts. 

(537) Cyanosylvia siiecica paliidogularis. 

Tjie Eastern liED-sporrEn Blue-throat. 

Cifunecula suectva pallidoijulat'U Sarudny, Mat. z. Kennt. d. Fauna 
F. d. lluss. Keiclis, pp. 171 and 312 (1S07) (Orenburg). 

Cyanemla suecica. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 09 (part.). 

Vernacular names. The same as for the last bird. 

Description. Similar to (\ s, guecica but with the throat paler 
and the red spot large and rusty-red; the upper parts are a tritle 
paler than in the typical form. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Females taken by Osmaston breeding in Ladakh show a great 
deal of blue on the throat. 

Distribution. According to llartert this form breeds in West 
Turkestan to FJast Trans-Caspia and to the {Southern Urals, 
wandering as far as North-West India etc. in Winter. The birds 
from the Altai and Eastern Turkestan he separates as disassa 
(Mad.), said to be a sliglitly smaller and still paler form. From t he 
material available in the British Museum 1 Ciinnot distinguish 
between these forms and birds killed in India in Winter i*ange 
from the smallest and j)a!est to specimens equal to the darkest 
Western European specimens. 

In India this Blue-throat is found practically all over India and 

Ceylon. 

Nidification. Ludlow (Jouni. B. N. II. S. xxvii, p. 143) writes 
that he obtained a nest with four eggs of tliis Blue-throat at 
Mulbek in Ladak with four eggs measuring 19*75~20-25x 14*75- 
15*0 mm. At Bhet Kharta, a day’s march distant, he found two 
nests of the Eastern W^hite-spotted Blue-throat. Moiv recently 
Osmaston has found both species breeding together in the same 
country. 

Habits. Those of the preceding race. 

(538) Cyanosylvia suecica robusta. 

The Chinese HED-spoaTBo Blue-throat. 

Cyanccula suecica rolusta Buturlin, Psoveia i Ruzh. Okhota (1907) 
* (Kolyma Delta). 

Cyanecfila sutcicn, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 99 (park). 

Vernacular names. Ounpiyeray Qurptdra (Beng.). 
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Description. An altogether darker bird in every rospecfc than 
the two preceding races and differs generally in liavir»g more of 
a red tinge on tlie rump and upper tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 79 mm., with the smallest and 
biggest birds occurring in China: cnlinen about 18, i*arely 15mm. 

Distribution. Apparently breeding in Eastern Siberia and 
wintering in South China, ilnrma, Assam, and Eastern Bengal to 
Nepal and 8ikkim. 'Iwo specimens from the Andamans are ot 
this form. 

Nidification and Habits. Those of the specit's. Stevens found 
this race common in the plains of Nortli Lakhimpur in Winter, 
Imiinting the grass lands and vOvSt swampy reed-beds of that 
district. 


Cyanosylvia cyanecula. 

StfivUt cifititecuht Wolf, 'raschenb. i, p. 240 (1810). 

Type-locality : Anhalt, German} . 

The only race of this bird found in India is t\ c. ahhoiti^ which 
differs from the typical form in being darker and nither redder on 
the upper parts and in having a less distinct snpereilinm. 

(5:i9) Cyanosylvia cyanecula abbotti. 

ThK EaSTKIIX WiIITE-BPOTTKD liLL'E-TIinOVT. 

Cyanecnhi abhotfi (iichmoiui, Proc. U.S. X. Mus., xviii, p. 484 
(189^5) (Niibra Valley, Ladak). 

Cyanecula rvol/i. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. UK). 

Vernacular names. The same, where found, as for the White- 
spotted birds. 

Description. Differs from C. s. siiecica and its geographical races 
in having a w bite sj>ot instead of a red on the centre of the throat; 
occasionally the throat is wholly blue. 

Frequently there is a little red showing on the centre of the 
white spot and sometimes there is a small spot entirely red. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other forms of Cyanosylvia, 

Measurements. Wing 71 to 74 mm.; tail 58 to 55 mm.; tarsus 
about 28 mni.; culineii 14 to 15 mm. (from edge of forehead 16*7 
to 17*5 mm., Hartert). 

Distribution. Pamirs, East Turkestan, Kashmir, Ladak and 
Western Til)et. I have received eggs of a Cyanosylvia from Tibet 
taken near Gyantse, but the skins sent were too bad to enable the 
race to be determined. 

Jn Winter it is found South in Kashmir and Garliwal and 
occasionally in the plains of the North-West, Behar and even in 
Assam. 
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Nidiflcation. Ludlow found two nests at Shot Karba on 24th 
June, 1919, the first of which contained four hard-set eggs and the 
second four young. The nests are described as cup-shaped, made 
of dry grass and placed on the ground among long grass and low 
bushes. Tfie eggs were scufe-gretn suffused with reddish brown ” 
and they “measured 19*75-20*25 x 14*75-15*0 mm.'* 

Habits. This bird is far less of a wanderer than the Eed-spotted 
Blue-throat and though it has not nearly so far to travel is never 
found far out in the plains as that bird is. It breeds between 
12,000 and 14,000 feet in Northern Kashmir and North-East 
L;idak, probably a good deal higher also and possibly down as low 
as 10,000 feet. In winter it comes down as low as 6,000 feet, but 
often stays throughout tlie winttn* at heights much above this. 
It is not rare in Assam at about B,000 feet and is found thence all 
along the outer, lower ranges of the Himalayas between 2,000 
a»id 9,000 feet from September to April. It lias been obtained in 
the plains of Cachar, Assam and Behar bat such occurrences are 
very rare. 

In actions, food, voice, etc., it differs in no way from its 
White-spotted cousin and it is the same quiet skulker as that bird. 
It does not, however, seem to be so much addicted to swampy 
wet ground, though it is most common in the vicinity of rivers 
and lakes, such as the Shick, Tsoinorari, etc. 

Genus LUSCINIA. 

Forster, Syn. Cat. Brit. B., 1817, p. 14. 

Type, L, megarhyncha, 

The genus Luscinia is very close both to the preceding genus 
Cyanosylvia and the next one Calliope but differs from both of 
these in having the two sexes alike. The brst primary, though 
varying considerably in lengfh, is always very short, measuring less 
than a third of the second primary which is long. The tail is long 
and the tarsus rather long and stout. 

Luscinia megarhyncha. 

Luscinia meyarhynclvos Brehin, Vog, Deutschl. p. 356 (1831). 

Type-locality: Germany. 

The only race of tl)is species ever found in India is L, m. (jolzii^ 
the Persian Nightingale, easily distinguished from all its Western 
cousins by its very long tail and longer bill. 

(540) Luscinia megarhyncha golzii. 

Tub Tuukkstan Nightingale. 

Lusciola yolzii Cabauis, Jour. f. Orn., 1873, p. 79 (Turkestan). 

Dauluis yolzii. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 101. 

Vsmacular names. iSarulmis (Tartar) ; Sochak (Armenian). 
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Bascription* The whole upper plumage and the margins of the 
wi!Ig-feathers russet-brown; brighter on the upper tail-coverts 
and tail ; wings brown ; lores, cheeks and the whole lower 
plumage pale buff, palest and often almost wliite on the chin, 
tiiroat and centre of the abdomen and rather more buff on the 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill dark horny-brown, paler 
below; legs and feet light brown to rather dark horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 185 to 195 mm.; wing 91 to 
97 mm.; tail 76 to 81 min.; tarsus about 28 mm.; cuhneii about 
14 mm. 

The Eastern or Turkestan Nightingale can be separated at once 
from other races by its long tail w hich in the European and West 
Asiatic birds only runs up to about 65 mm. (measured from external 
base of feathers). The first primary is about equal to the primary 
coverts in our form, whereas in the British bird it is much longer. 
Variations in these latter measurements are, however, somewhat 
numerous. The true Persian Nightingale is a still larger, darker 
bird, L, m, africana (F. & K.). 

Distribution. Breeding from 'Furkestan, the Kirghis Stepf)es, 
Trans-Caspia to the Tian-Schan. In Winter it migrates to South 
Arabia and has wandered tw ice into India, two specimens having 
been obtained in Oudh. 

Nidiffcation. The Turkestan Nightingale l)reeds during May 
and June making a cup-shaped ne>t of grass, dead leaves, et<’., 
which it places either on the ground or, preferably, in a tangle of 
rose-bush and briars, a foot or two above it. 

It lays four or five eggs of the same deep olive-brown as those 
of the European Nightingales, some more brown, some more green, 
which measure about 22*5 x 16*1 mm. 

Habits. The habits of all the Nightingales are much the same 
wherever found. They are shy, secretive birds, feeding much on 
the ground and amongst dense bushes and briars etc., but they also 
have the same beautiful song, even if the Eastern birds* notes are 
not quite so full and sweet as those of its European cousin. This 
race is much more a frequenter of gardens than our English bird 
is, perhaps because so many of the gardens are so much bigger and 
wilder. 


Genus OE AH DAL A. 

Grandala Hodgs,, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 447 (1843). 

Type, Grandala ccelicolar. 

The genus Grandala contains one bird of remarkable 
form whose true atAnities are not easy to determine. It was 
placed by Seebohm with the Thrushes, by Jerdon with the 
SaxicolitUM and by Oates with his Fhcentcurino!. Its nearest 
relations are possibly Notodela^ differing from this genus principally 
in its very long wing and smidl first primary. This character, the 
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long wing, h alone sufficient to separate it widely from the abort- 
winged Brachypteryginai winch Oates suggests as an iilteniativo 
position. 

The plumage of the nestling is like that of the female which is 
streaked, but the streaks are larger, bolder and more numerous 
and may be considered quite typical of the Turdirice. 

In Qrandala the bill is about half the length of the head and 
rather slender; the nasal membrane is clothed with plumelets to 
its middle and the rictal bristles are rather long; the wing is 
very long, the first primary minute and the second reaches to the 
tip of the wing; the tail is p([uare and rather longer than half the 
wing; the tarsus is slender, smooth and fairly long. The sexes are 
differently coloured and the plumage is rather soft and copious. 

In general appearance, this bird is not unlike species of the 
genera Myiophonens and Arrenga and eventually it may have to 
be removed to a position close to tliem among the Turdinop. 


(^^^1) Grandala coelicolor. 

iloiKisoN’s Grandala. 

(imndala cctlicolor llodjrs., J. A. S. B., xii, p. 447 (184*5) (Nepal) ; 
Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 110. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Wings, with tlie exception of the 
lesser and median wing-coverts, winglet and tail black, the feathers 



Kig. y.— Head of G. Cijtlicoior. 


edged with deep blue; remainder of plumage bright purple-blue, 
brighter below and still brighter and more ultramarine on the 
upper tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 136 to 
143 mm. (W. China); 143 to loO mm.(India) ; tail 82 to 87 mm.; 
tarsus about 28 to 29 mm.; eulmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female. Whole plumage brown, darker above and paler below, 
with a tinge of slaty-blue on scapulars, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts ; chin dull fulvous; crown, nape, upper back, throat, breast 
and abdomen streaked with pale, dull fulvous or fulvous-white; 
a patch of white on the outer web of the inner primaries connecting 
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with allotlier similar patch on the lores of the secondaries, the 
innermost of which are also tipjied with white. 

Young. Like the female but more broadly and profusely streaked 
witli pale fulvous or white, the streaks on the throat and breast 
becoming broad, triangular spots. 

Young males acquire the dark wings and tail of the adult at 
the first Autumn moult as well as a considerable amount of blue. 
The fully adult plumage is attained at the first Spring moult. 

Distribution. (Jarhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet and mountains of 
Western Cliina. The Western Ciiinese birds are brighter and 
rather smaller and may eventually have to be separated. 

Nidibication. Whymper fouiul two nests in the middle of duly 
with well-grown young above the snow-line in Garliwal at about 
10,700 feet and his collector took a nest with two eggs in June 
at about the same place. A nest is described as “ placed under a 
ledge of ruck at the top of a snow-hank, neatly built t)f line moss 
with a lining of feathers, a rather large nest, 9 iiiches across, 
internally .‘1^ inches.” 

Tlie eggs are typical Thrushes' eggs, not unlike many of those 
of Geocichht^ the ground-colour is a pale greenish white and they 
are plentifully blotched and spotted all over with primary markings 
of reddish brown and secondary markings of neutral tir.t and 
purplish grey. They measure 26*9 x 20*5 and 28*4 x 18*9 mm. 

Habits. The Orandala is a bird of the very highest altitudes, 
apparently breeding above 16,000 feet only and certainly 
wandering up to 20,000, whilst, in Summer, it seems seldom to 
venture below 14,000 and even in VV^inler not below some 10,000 
feet. They consort in large flocks, Wollaston mentions flocks of 
50, which do not altogether di8|)erse in the breeding months, the 
birds continuing to collect together when feeding. As far as is 
known, they are entirely insectivorous, feeding much ou a small 
white moth. The flight is described by Wollaston as like that of 
a JStarling but according to Whymper it is exactly like that of the 
faster-flying Thrushes. 


Genus CALLIOPE. 


Gould, B. of Europe, pi, 118 (1837). 

Type, Eriihacu% culliope. 

This genus is very doubtfully separable from Cyanosylvia and 
like that genus the males have hrilliautly coloured throats, only 
.scarlet instead of blue, whilst the females are plain-coloured. 
I’lie tirst primary is comparatively long, and the tarsus is also long 
and suited for the birds' terrestrial habits. All the species are 
migratory. 


Key to Species. 

A. No white on the tail-feathers .. 

B. Base or tip of tail, or both, white. 

a. Hides of cheeks black... 

b, A broad white moustachial streak . 


C. calliope^ p. 91. 

C. pectoraliSf p. 92. 
C. tschebaiewi, p. 94. 
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(542) Calliope calliope. 

Tuk Common' Ruby tiiiioat. 

MoUictlUi cailtope Ueis<; Itnsx. lleichs, iii, |). 097 (177(>) 

(Yeut'sei). 

Calliope camtKchathnisiA. Hlanf. & Oate?*, ii, p. 102. 

Vernacular names, aanpiijora (Ileng.); Gamjula (Nep.). 

Description. - Adult male. \Yliole upper plumage olive-brown, 
ilie IVatlierH of tlie head faintly edged paler arul centred darker, 
blit as a rule the upper parts appear iinicoloured ; tail brown 
edged with olive-brown ; wings brown, the feathers edged with 
rutous olive-brown ; a line from the forehead to the eye and a 
broad cheek-stripe w bite ; lores and under the eye blackish ; chin, 



Fig. lU.—Head of C, calliopr. 

throat and fore-neck ruby-scarlet surrounded by a narrow black 
line; in fresh plumage the red feathers have a tiny white speck 
at the tip which soon becomes abraded ; upper breast brow nish 
grey, shading to buff-grey on lower breast and flanks and to 
almost white on the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; axillaries 
buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill light to dark brown, 
paler at the base and almost white at the gape; legs and feet 
pale plumbeous or horny brow n ; claw.« darker. 

Measurements. T<»tal length about 15.5 min.; wing 70 to 
83 mm.; tail alxiut 55 to (35 min. ; tarsus 30 to 32 mm. ; culmen 
13 to 10 mm. 

Female differs from the male in having no scarlet or black on 
the chin and tliroat ; the former i.s white and the latter shades 
into the buflfy brown of the breast; the lores and cheeks are 
dark brown and the mouatachial streak dull. 

Nestlings are mottled and moult into the plumage of the adult 
female in the first autumn, many young males, however, obtaining 
a trac*‘ of red on the throat. 

Distribution. Breeding practically throughout the whole of 
Northern and North C'eutnd Asia, from West Siberia to Behring 
Island, the Kuriles, North-East China, etc. In Winter it is found 
throughout Northern India, aa far South as Bombay, Raipur and 
Orissa, Burma South toTenas.serim, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan, 
South C4iiiia, Hainan, Formosa and the Philippines, 

Nidification. The Ruby-throat breeds during June and July, 
making a domed nest of grass lined with finer bits of the same 
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which it ])laee8 on the ground under the shelter of a bush or 
tussock of grass in thick cover. The eggs are four or tive in 
nuTuber and are of a ratlier grey blue-gretui soinetiiues quite 
unspotted, at other tiroes with a faint ring of reddish freckling 
about the larger end. In shape they are rather long ovals, often 
somewhat pointed. The surface is hard and slightly glossy and 
the texture very close. 

Sixteen eggs taken by Taczanowski measure 2U'4-22xl5- 
16 mm. 

Habits. This bird, like the other Uuhy-throats, keeps much to 
wooded or scrub-jungle localities, especially to such as have water 
near. It feeds on insects, principally on the ground but also 
amongst the gmss and reeds and low bushes. When on the 
ground it has a habit of flicking its semi-expanded tail over its 
back, but otherwise moves about very quietly. It has a sweet 
but rather monotonous little song which it sings perched on the 
upper twigs of some low hush. 


Calliope pectoralis. 

Kijf to SuhspecUit, 

A. Upper parts dark slaty-grey, crown next 

forehead broadly blackisli . C. p. ]>. [)'2. 

H. Upper parts ashy slaty-grey, crown next 

forehead narrowlv blackish. C. p. confunti^ p. tt:j. 

(54;i) Calliope pectoralis pectoralis. 

ThK lIlMAL.VY.VN KuiJV-TII UOAT. 

CiiUiope }}eetoralU Gould, Icone.s Av., pt. ii, pi. iv (18:J7) (West 
Himalayas); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 103. 

Vernacular names. Ihtoijulngajao (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. lorehead and short suporcilium 
white; whole upper surface slaty-grey, more or less tinged witli 
ashy and darker next the white forehead ; lores, sides of the head, 
chin and throat black; ear coverts and behind them greyer ; wing- 
coverts like the back ; quills dark brown (‘dgetl with olive-rufous ; 
tail dark brown, someiimes blackish, tlie lateral feathers white on 
rather more than the basal half and tipped white ; chin and 
throat bright crimson ; brea.st black, fringed with olive-brown or 
ashy-brown ; remainder of lower part.s white, the flanks suffu.sed 
with grey or, occasionally, with olive-brown. In breeding 
plumage the upper parts are more ashy and the breast is wholly 
black or almost so. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or hazel; bill black, 
lighter at the tip ; legs and feet brown, fleshy-hrowii or plumbeous 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 min.; wing 68 to 
78 rnm,; tail 50 to 64 rom.; tarsus about 30 inm.; culinen about 
14 mm. 
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Female. Wliole upper plumage olive-brown; wing-quills ed<'ed 

‘ '«•<>« «, the latlral feathers tipM 

' I ■ ^',**'*J edge ol foreliead and short superciliuin dingy 

white ; . lull and throat dull white; sides of head, chin and throff 

ab^unen"^ tulvous-hiown fading to fulvous-white on the 


Colours of soft parts. Iris hromi; bill 
male. 


and feet as in 


the 


Heasurements. A little smaller than the male, wine 68 to 
72 mm. ^ 

Nestling. Aliove brown, darker on the crown, each feather 
with a hilvouK central streak; wing-coverts like the back; chin 
whitish ; breast and flanks iuivoiis, the feathers edged with dark 
brown : centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts bufty-white. 

The male from the earliest age has the base of the tail white. 

The young male assumes the adult male plumage described 
above in the first autumn but does not attain the red and black 
breast until the following spring. A few individuals, however, 
retain the female upper plumage until the second autumn moult. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan and Baluchistan, 
Kashmir, Ladak, Garliwal and the Simla States to Nepal. In 
winter it descends to the foot-lnlls and occasionally a short way 
into th(^ adjacent jdains of flic North-West districts of India. 

Nidification. The Himalayan Ruby-throat breeds on the 
N.W. Frontier of India between 9,(MjO and 14,000 feet during 
June: in Uilgif, Kashmir and N.W. Ladak in June and July 
between 11,000 and 14,000 feet. It makes a domed nest of 
grass, lined with the same, jdaced on the ground among thick 
tussocks of grass, scrubby bushes, etc., often on the banks of small 
streams, at other times far from any water. Both Whitehead 
and Col. A. E. Ward describe ihe nest as a very roughly-made 
untidy aflair. 

44ie eggs number from three to five, generally four, and are 
quite indistinguishable from those of the last bird. Thirty eggs 
average 21;") x 15*3 mm.: the ina.xima are 23*8 X 16*3 mm., and 
tim minima 20’4x 15*0 and 20*8 X 14*5 mm. 

Habits. Similar to tliose of Calliope calliope. 

On the North-West Frontier this bird seems to be a favourite 
fostt r-j)arent for the Cuckoo (C. camnts tdephonm). 


(544) Calliope pectoralis confusa. 

The Eastern Ruby-throat. 

LuAi inia pectoralis confusa Hartert, V<)g. Pal. i, p. 741 (Sikkim). 
Ca/lwjte pectoralis. Jllanf. iK: Oates, ii, p. 103 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Jhunjuhajajao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from C. p. pectoralis in being very much 
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deeper-coloured ubove and below; the tail is nearly always a 
biaekish brown and the upper parts a deeper slaty, whilst the fore 
crown is blackish over a wider area. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 75 mm.; tail 57 to 02 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Himalayas from Sikkim to the extreme 
East of Assam North of the Brahmaputra and South Tibet. In 
winter it is found throughout Assam, Manipur, Cachar and 
Sylhet. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs appear to be exactly like those of 
Calliope calliope. Eggs taken by Capt. 8teen, I.M.S.,on the 22nd 
June near Chumbi Valley, Tibet, are larger, measuring 22 2 x 
15*4 mm. The nest was found on the ground in a hollow under 
the shelter of a bush. 

Habits. Those of tlm genus. This seems to be a bird of very 
high levels breeding from 10,000 ft. up to at least 14,000 ft. 
in winter it does not wander into the plains, though it is common 
in and ailjacent to the foot-hills in the Cacharand Sylhet distrii ts. 


(545) Calliope tschebaiewi. 

The Tibet Rhby-thuoat. 

Calliope tschebaiewi i^rzewalski, Mongol i. Stran. Tang., ii, p. 14 
(1876); Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 104. 

Vernacular names. Daotjuhajajao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from all races of pectoralis in having a 
broad white inoustachial streak ; the forehead is black or only 
narrowly white, and the white siipercilinin, though narrower, 
extend.s to the back of the ear-coverts; the white on the base of 
the lateral tail-feathers is not so wide; the upper parts are 
generally more olive-brown, less slaty. 

Colonrs of soft parts as in the other species. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 7'1 to 
81 rnm.; tail 58 to 00 mm.; tarsus 38 min.; culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding Lidakh, Tibet and Kansu ; Sikkim, 
Bhutan Dooars, Assam and North Burma. In Winter it extends 
throughout the Burmese Hills, Yunnan, Siam and into the plains 
of Bengal and Assam. 

Nidification. The nests of this Buby-throat are the usual 
domed, grass structures placed in hollows on the ground under 
shelter of tufts of grass or bushes. Eggs taken by IV/ewalski on 
the 17th May are like those of C, calliope and measure 20-5 x 
15*0 to 15*5 rnm. Eggs taken at Phoulbiang, T/adak, for Col. 
Ward and sent to me with a skin are very pale blue and measure 
about 24*1 X 16*2 mm. These were taken on the 11th June at 
about 12,000 feet. 
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Habits. This bird appears to be less of a skulker than others 
of the genus. It is comrnou iu Assam in Winter and may then 
be seen much iu the open and in thin scrub, hunting for its 
insect-prey quite as much amongst the grass and bushes as on 
the ground. It has the same funny little habit of ru?ining a few 
paces and then flicking its tail hard over its back. It has a 
sweet little song of four or live notes only, but may be l»eard 
singing this often before it leaves the plains in late Spring. 


Genus TARSIGER. 

Ilodgs., l\ Z. S., 1845, p. 28. 

Type, T. chrysimis. 

The genus Tarsiyer contains but one species which is very 
closely allied to the last genus Calliope^ from which it differs 
princij)ally in colour-pattern, having no brilliant colouring on the 
throat. The tail differs soinewliat in being iniicronate, though the 
feathers are not so distinctly pointed as they are in the next 
genus, TanOiia^ between which and Calliope it seems to form a 
connecting-link. 


Tarsiger chrysaeus. 


Kty to Suhsjtecies. 

A. I hirker above ; yellow Ijelow more golden- 

orange . 

13. Palnr above; yellow below paler mai less 
ormge . 

C. Above ruddy olive-brown on tail-co\erts ; 

below darker yellow. 

D. Above more greyish olive, more green, less 

ruddy on upper tail-coverts; below paler 
yellow. 


7\ c. chryseem, d, p. 95. 
7\ c. whistleri^ d» P- 97. 
T. c. chrysteady 9 » P- 


7’. c. whist If riy J , p. 97. 


(54») Tarsiger chrysalis chrysaus. 

The Goeoex liisu-Rouis. 

Tarsiyer chrystpus Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 28 (Nepal); Blanf. Sc 
Oates, ii, p. 104. 

Vernacular names. ManshU-pho (Lepclia). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead to lower back olive-green ; 
lores, a line on the forehead, cheeks and ear-coverts black; a 
narrow supercilium, lesser wing-coverts, scapulars and sides of 
the back, rump,* upper tail-coverts and whole lower plumage 
bright orange, the feathers with very narrow edges of brown, 
soiuetiines obsolete or absent; central tail-feathers black occa¬ 
sionally with narrow orange edges, lateral feathers orange with 
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broad black tips, greater coverts and inner secondaries black 
broadly edged with orange, other quills narrowly edged with the 
same. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black ; bill dark horny- 
brown, commissare and lower mandible yellow ; legs and feet pale 
fleshy, fleshy-yellow or olive-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 65 to 
69 inni.; tail -19 to 53 mm.; tarsus 29 to 30 min.; cnlnien 
H mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of wing 
olive-green ; median pair of tail-feathers olive-brown ; the lateral 
feathers golden-yellow tipped with brown and the outermost pair 
edged with brown on the outer web; forehead, lores and a line 
round eye mixed olive-green and yellow; cheeks and ear-coverts 
olive-brown with pale shafts; whole lower plumage yellow, 
orange and darker on breast, fore-neck and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements. Wing 62 to 68 luiii,; tail 46 to 50 mrn. 

Nestling. Whole plumage dark olive-brown; above*, each 
feather has a narrow central streak of golden-fnlvous; below, the 
brown is reduced to a marginal band and the golden-yellow 
occupies the whole of the centre of the feather; the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts are almost wholly yellow. 

Distribution. Nepal, 8ikkiin to Eastern Assam North of the 
Brahmaputra; Khasia Hills and Cachar Hills South of that 
river, Manipur, Chin Hills, Yunnan, Annain and W. China. 

Nidifleation. The Golden Bush-Robin breeds from May (Chin 
Hills) to the beginning of July (ISikkim) and on into August in 
Nepal, the nest is made principally of moss and moss-roots 
but at times a good <leal of other material such as grass, leaves, 
etc., is incorporated with it. The lining is of fur, hair or wool. 
The nest may be placed in any kind of hollow, in a bank 
among overhanging moss, fern.s or other cover, in a hole in rocky 
wall or between boulders or in among the roots of a tree. 
The eggs, four in numlxjr, are a beautiful skim-milk blue, the 
texture is fine and close but not hard or glossy and in shape they 
are broad pvals measuring about 20*5x15*1 min. Tlie eggs are 
not in the least like in character or in colour those of the last 
genus. 

Habits. This is a quiet, retiring little bird so that in spite of 
its striking plumage it is very seldom seen. It keeps almost 
entirely to rather thick hush-jungle or evergreen forest, hopping 
quietly about on the ground occasionally uttering a soft little 

chic chic.” It is said to have a short sweet song in the 
breeding-season which it utters from the upper twigs of some 
low bush. 
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(547) Tarsiger chrysseus v^histleri. 

The Simla Golden Busu-Robih. 

Tarmjer chrysum whistleri Ticehurst, Bull. B. O. C., xlii, p. 121 
(1922) (Simla). 

'rarsiyer chryscsujt. Blaiif. & ()ate«, ii, p. 104 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. “Differs from typical T, c. chry- 
genus .. . not so dark above, paler olivaceous, with few or no black 
feathers to the mantle; golden colour everywhere paler.” 
{Ticehurst.) 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Female. “ Greener, nlmo.st with a greyish wash above ; upper 
tail-coverts and tail’s edge greener olive, less ruddy olive-brown; 
under])arts j)aler yellow.” {^Ticehnrst,) 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas to Garhwal. 

Nidiffcation. Nt*sts and eggs taken by Hattray, Buchanan and 
others differ in no way from those of the Golden Bush llobin. 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding bird. 

Genus lANTHIA. 

lanthia Blyth, .1, .\. S, B., xvi, p. 132 (1847). 

Type, /. rujilatns. 

The genus lanthia differs from Calliope and Tarsign* in having 
much .shorter, weaker iVet and tar.^i, and in having a com¬ 
paratively longer tail. It also differs from botl* in having the 



tail-feathers more pointed at the tips, though this feature obtains 
to some extent in Tarsiger, 

The genus contains four species of Indian birds, in which the 
males are very brightly coloured and the females are dull. 

Hartert includes lanihia in the genus Tarsiger^ but the short 
tail of the latb^r and the weak feet of the former, together with 
their different habits, seetn to divide them satisfactorily. 
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Key to Speeies, 

A. Sides of body ornnge-chestiuit contrasting 

with remainder of lower plumage . /. cyanuray p. 08. 

B. Sides of body of same colour as remainder of 

lower plumage. 

o. A white su})ercirnim. I, imtica, p. 102. 

b. No white super(‘iliuin . I, hyperythroy p, 103. 


lanthia cyanura. 

Key to ^tibsjyecies. 

A. With a white feuperciliuni . J. c. cyoNurOf cT, p. 00. 

B. With a blue supercilium. 

a. Darker above . J. c. rujilatu^ , p. 100. 

/>. Paler above. i. c. pallidiora, cT, p. 101. 

C. No distinct supercilium. 

c. Rump lijrht greyish blue. 1. v. cyanura^ J, p. <)0. 

d. Rump bluish green. 

a'. Above rufous olive-brown . 1. c. njilfila, J, p. I(X). 

b\ Above paler olive-bruwn. /. c. pallidiorUy 2 , P- 101. 

Thayer and Bungs in 1014 describt'd in the Bull. Miis. I'oinp. 
Zool. (Iviii, p. 21)2, Loukaochai) an lanthhi^ (roin Yunnan, as new 
and state that it dith*rs from /. c. rujllata in beirjg darker, the* 
shoulder-patch bngliter and lh«3 bases of the suptu-ciliary stripe 
white instead of clu>ky. This so-ca]b*d new specit?s, Lmthia 
practica, so far as 1 cun see, differs in no single re.spect from 
typical ruJiUUa from Nepal to Assam and it is possible timt the 
authors rompared tlieir specimens with birds from farther west, 
which are obviously much paler, more especially the females. 
There are very large series of these birds in the iiritish Museum 
from Nepal, Sikkim, Upper Burma attd Yunnan, ami though thes«* 
vary inter se to a slight e.xtent, I can see no constant ddfereuces 
in plumage correlated to any special area. 'J’be shoulder-patch 
varies considerably individually but Yunnan specimens cerlainlv 
do not have it briglBer tiian N«*pai birds—indeed, Rothschild (.\ov. 
Zool. xxviii, p. 31)) finds the reverse is the oa.se. The basc.s of the 
superciliary fcatliers are dusky in some birds, winte in others. 

In trying to find differences l)etweeu Nepal, Burmese and 
Yunnan birds 1 have, however, confirmed an opinion already ex¬ 
pressed by Mr. N. Kirmear that the birds West of Nepal an* much 
paler than the Eastern form, and 1 therefore here describe these 
birds as a new subspecies. 

(548) lanthia cyanura cyanura. 

Till: Japanesb Bush-Robin. 

Motacilla cyanurus l*all., Reise Russ. Reichs, ii, p. 709 (1773) 
(Yenesei). 

Vemacnlar names. None recorded. 
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Description.—Adult male. Sides of forehead and short broad 
superciiiuin white ; whole upper plunias^e and wing-coverts pale 
slaty blue-grey, brighter aud bluer above the supercilium and 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts : tail dark brown, suffused 
with blue on the outer webs: wing-quills brown edged with fulvous; 
lores and round the eye, cheeks and ear-coverts dark slaty-black ; 
chin and throat white ; Hanks orange ; under surface of body dull 
white tinged with creamy chestnut on breast and sides of abdomen. 
The black of the sides of the neck often meets in a gorget across 
the lower throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 150 mm.; wing 76 to 
82 mm. ; tail 5<J to 57 mm. ; tarsus about 23 mm.; culinen 
10 mm. 

Female, vi ring of pale fulvous-white feathers round the eye ; 
lores fulvous; uppen* plumage and wings olive-brown ; nimp and 
upper tail-coverts stro!>gly suffused with greyish blue; tail brown, 
the outer edges bluisli ; Hanks orange; chin and throat lulvous- 
wbite : breast pale olive-brown fading into albescent on the 
centre of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts white or fiilvous- 
wliite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown; legs light 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 73 to 80 mm. 

The nestling is rufous-brown above, the feathers tipped black 
and with central fulvous streaks ; below brownish white, the 
feathers edged with black, and those of the breast with pale 
centres. 

Distribution. From Urals Fast through Siberia and Xorthen^ 
China to Japan. In Winter it moves South to South China, 
Yunnan, etc., and has t)nc« been found in the Indiaii Empire, a 
single bird, now' in the Tring Museum, having been shot by me in 
>»ortb Cacluir. 

Nidiffcatioil. Soiirnoff, in episiola. decribes nest and eggs ns like 
those of J. c. pnUidioi'a. 

Habits, 'riiis little Ihisli-Ilobin is said to be a bird of tame and 
coutiding habits, frequenting the vicinity of gardens and orchards 
as well as woods and semi-wooded counirv. It has all the luihits 
of a Robin, tee ling on the ground as well as on bashes and 
low trees. 


(.54!)) lanthia cyanura rofilata. 

Thk Red-flanked Bush-Kobin. 

Nemura rnjilatus Hodgs., P. Z. S,, 1845, p. 27 (Nepal). 
lanthia rnjUata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. lOo. 

Vernacular names. MamjzhU-pho (Lepch.)w 
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Description.—Adult male. Lores, a line next the bill and round 
the eye black; forehead, a short broiid su[>ercilium, nunp, upper 
tail-coverts and lower wing-cwerts bright ultrainariiie-blue; 
upper pluniage, sides of head, neck and breast deep purplish blue, 
almost black on breast and meeting across throat; wings like the 
hack; tail-feathers brown edged with deep blue; centre of chin, 
throat and upper breast white ; lower breast and abdomen ashy- 
white, purer on centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts ; 
flanks orange-cliestnut; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black ; legs and fe(?t 
dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 15.5 mm.; wing 71> to 
Sb mm.; tail 57 to t>l mm.; tarsus about 1?5 inin.; culineii 10 to 
11 mill. 

Female. Upper plumage rufous olive-brown ; tlie wing-ft‘athers 
edged with rufous ; lores and a faint rir»g round the eyo paler and 
there are also faint traces of a bluish siipercilium ; rump dull 
greeriisli blue; tail dark brown, the feathers edged with blue; 
chin and throat wliite ; sides of head and iu‘ck, breast and flanks 



Fig. 12.—Head of /. r. rtififata . 


olive-brown, changing to albescent on centre ot abdomen, vent 
and under tail-coverts ; centre of flanks orange-clie.st nut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark hrov. n, lighter at 
tlie base ; legs pale brown to dark brown. 

The nestling is brown above, each feather tipped with black 
and with a pale central streak ; below white, more or less suffused 
with fulvous and the feathers margined with black. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, the Hills North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachiii Hills, Shan States, N. Siam and 
Yunnan. 

Nidihcation. The nest and eggs of this bird liave aj)parenlly 
ne\er been taken, but they are not likely to differ from those of 
the better-known race from the North-West of India. Jt is known 
to breed about Darjiling at 8,U00 to lh,OUO feet, and probably 
hre^ids throughout its range from the middle of May to the end of 
June up to some 14,000 feet. It does not, I think, ever br(3ed in 
th<* hills South of the Brahmaputra, though it is a common wdntcr 
visitor to them. 

Habits. The Hed-flanked Bush-Robin is found in Summer be¬ 
tween 7,000 and 10,000 feet, and in winter down to 5,000, but 
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not often below this. The birds of this genus are forest-birds, 
haunting both pine and evergreen forests, providing they have 
sufficient undergrowth and they are especially fond of open s{>aGes 
surrounded l>y cover. Here they flit about from ground to bush 
and from busii to ground very like the common Robin on the 
continent of Europe. They are not shy birds and will hunt about 
ill front of one for insects provided no noise or abrupt movement 
is made. Whitehead syllabifies the call-note as “ prot ” and 
answer as tee,” both notes being used by either sex. 

lanthia cyanura pallidiora, subsp. now 
Tin: Kashmir Ked-i lvnked Bvsii Romx. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.- Adult male. Similar to 1. r. runlafd^ but not quite 
FO deej) in colour above, and the rump often more a turquoise- 
blue. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Nepal 
lanthia. 

Females are very much paler than are birds from Ne])al east¬ 
wards; above they are more olive-brown than rufous-brown, and 
below' a tritle paler; the difference in the upper jilumage is 
strikingly obvious. 

Ty[»e-lo<*ality : Simla. 

Type No. 8(5. f.l.lil44, British Huseum, Simla. 

Distribution. From the extreme* North-West of India, Afghan¬ 
istan, Baluchistan—at all events, on the Indian Frontier—to 
Simla and (rarbwal. 

Nidification. The Kashmir Red-tlanked Bush-Robiii breeds 
from the middle of May to the end of Jum* between 8,000 and 
14,000 feet. The nest is made of grass and dead leaves, some¬ 
times mixed with a few roots, and is lined with fine soft grass or. 
more rarely, with hair. It is cup-shaped, generally very roughly 
and loosely put together and is placed in a hole in a bank, in 
among the roots of some forest-tree, or in a liole low down in 
some dead stump. 

The eggs number three or four, though once Capt. li. E. 
Skinner took seven eggs from one nest. Thest* are, however, 
evidently the product of two birds. In colour they are either 
spotless white or witli a few specks and spots of pale reddish brown 
at the larger end. The shell is fragile and the texture rather soft. 
Tvventv-tive eggs average 18*0 X El‘(> mm., and the extremes are 
18*4 X 14*1 mm.; 16*6 X 14 0 and 17’4 x 13*0 mm. 

According to Davidson the nests are nearly always built in 
woods which are on the steepest of hill-sides. 44iis lanthia con¬ 
stantly breeds in immature plumage.and it is possible the majority 
of males do not acquire their full dress until the end of the 
second year. 
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Habits. Alllioiigli this Bush-Kobin, like others of the pjenus, 
frequents woods and roui^h country, they are not shy birds either 
during the breeding-season or at other times. They may be 
found either on the eround or on undergrowii) and low trees. 
Like all the Kobins they have a habit of tlieking up their tails 
every now and then as they move about, often expanding it at 
the same time. 


(ooi) lanthia indica indica. 

Tin: WiiiTK-BRowEi) Brsir-KoBiv. 

Sy/via indica Nouv. Diet. d’Hi^t. Nat. xi, p. *J<)7 (1817) 

(India, Darjiling). 

lanthia indica. Dlaiif. Oates, ii, p. 107. 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Feathers next the nostrils and lores 
black; foreheail and broad siipeivilium to the napt» white; whole 
upper plumage slaty-blue ; side'* of head and neck bhu^kish ; w ing- 
([uills brown e<lged with golden-rufous ; inner coverts slaty-hlne, 
outer coverts edged with golden-rufous; tail black MitTused with 
blue on the outer webs ; lower plumage orange-rufou.v, rictiest on 
the breast, albescent on the (*entre of the abdonn-n, vent and 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs pale horny- 
brown to light reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total lerigth about 157) min. ; w ing 70 to 
82 mm.; tail 64 to 72 mm.; tarsus 28 mm.; culmeu 12 luiu. 

Female. Whole upp^r plumage dark olive-brown, the rum[) 
slightly fulvescent ; a partially concealed white supercilinm ; 
w'iiigs and tail brow n edged w ith olive-brown ; a ring of pale 
fulvous feathers round the eye ; sides of head and loivs mixc<l 
brow n and ochre ; below' dull rufous-ochre, pahu* on abdomen 
and vent. 

Distribution. Garliwal Nepal, Sikkim and the hills 

of Assam, Fast to the .Shan States and ^ unnan. 

Nidification. i found this bird breeding in the Khasia Hills at 
and above 5,000 ft. and took the ne‘.sts in April, catching the birds 
on the nest in both cases. These same pairs bred again in June 
quite close to their original nests. These latter were made of 
very soft grass and dead moss, the rather scanty lining lieing of 
grass and maiden-liair hum and roots. In addition to the grass 
one pair of birds made a foundation of leaves on whicli they 
placed the cup-shaped nest proper. Two nests were placed under 
stones ami two amongst the roots of trees grow ing in a steep 
ravine running tlirough [)ine-forest. The birds were extra- 
ordn.arily tame and the male constantly displayed to the female 
as we watched them. He commenced by perching on a high 
sto!ie or t!»e top twig of a low bush and then dropping his wings 
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down to his feet and a little spread, he quivered them rapidly, at 
the same time expanding his tail and flieking it up wnh rapid 
little jerks. The performance lasted a couple of minutes, after 
which he indulged in a little restorative feeding. The female, as 
seems usual with all birds, treated his performance with the 
utmost contempt. The eggs, three or four in number, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Kashmir bird and measure about 
17*0 X 13*3 mm. 

Habits. The little 1 saw of these birds in the Khasia Hills proved 
them to possess the most contiding naiure. When the nests 
were found nooses were set in the presence of the birds, who 
walked into tliem almost before we had time to hide, and even 
when released again after identification hardly seemed frightened. 
They kept exclusively to steep rocky ravines running through 
pine-forest, and though they selected ravines with bracken, bushes 
and other undergrowth, limy kept cjuite as much to ihe open as to 
the cover. The onh’ not<? uttered was a ratlier sweet little 
“ Tuit-tuit’’ answered by a sharper note. The song, if one may 
call it. so, was only a ra{)id repetitioti of this note on an ascending 
and descending .s<*ale. hi (larliwal Osinaston found them common 
between 8,00t) aiul 1 1,000 ft. 

(.'52) lanthia hyperythra. 

'I’lu: Ki I'ors-ijELi.ii:!) Blsii-Kobin. 

laiitJiia htfjx-riitln'a Blytli, .1. A. S. H., xvi, p. 132 (1847) ( Darjiling) 
Iflunf. vV (kae>, ii, p. 108. 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead and snpercilium to the 
nape, lesser wing coverts and upper tail-coverts bright ultra¬ 
marine ; ear-coverts, lores and cheeks black ; sides of neck and 
tiead, up[)er plumage and exposed parts of uings and tail deep 
])urplisli l)lm^; qnills brown ; below bright, deep chestnut; vent 
and under tail-coverts white: under wing-coverts pale chotnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or hazel-brown; bill 
black ; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. 'Fotal length about 150 mm.; wing 79 to 
83 mm.; tail 54 to 50 mm.; tarsus about li5 mm.; culmen 
10 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage dark rufous olivt^-browu ; rump 
and upper tail-covcrts slaty-blue; tail blackish edged with deep 
blue ; sides of head, throat and neck olive-brown ; below rich 
ochraceous, chin and centre of throat paler and the upper breast 
more brown ; centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark brown ; legs dark 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 75 to 79 mm.; tail about 52 to 55 mm. ; 
tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen 10 mm. 
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Distribution. Sikkim Eiist wards to Sadis a and South to the 
Khasia and Caohar Hills. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other species of lanthia. In 
summer it is found between 0,000 and 10,000 feet, and in winter 
some 1^,000 feet lower. It is certainly a forest-bird, but prae- 
tically nothing has l)een recorded about it. 


Grenus ADELURA. 

Bonap., Comp. Rend., xxxviii, p. 8 (1854). 

Type, A, cceridfocei>1iala. 

This bird is very closely allied to the Redstarts structurally, 
though it has weaker, shorter tarsi and has no red on its tail- 
feathers and Oates was right in placing it in a separate genuH. 
In habits it is undoubtedly far mor<i Robin- than Rtnlstart-like, 
and in tliis respect is very like Innthia^ from which it is at once 
easily separated by its rounded tail-feathers. 



Fi>(. 13.—Tail of A. cirru/eocephala. 


(553) Adelura ccenileocephala. 

The Bi.rE-KEADED Roihn. 

Pheenicura conniieocephala Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Himalayas). 

Adelura ctBruleicephala. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 108. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male in summer. Crown to na|>e bright 
smalt-blue; the median and inner greater wing-coverts are white, 
and the inner secondaries are broadly margined with white; 
abdomen, vent and under tail coverts white ; remainder of plumage 
black ; axillaries black tipped with white. 

In Winter the feathers of the crown, tipper plumage and breast 
are all broadly margined with rufescent-browm, almost entirely 
concealing the blue: round the eye and on the lores the black 
remains almost immaculate. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown to jet- 
black ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 min.; wing 81 to 
85 nirn.; tail 00 to 60 mm.; tarsus 23 mm.; cubnen 11 mm. 

Female. A ring of jiale feathers round the eye; bead, neck and 
back brown, sometimes with faint rufous or fulvous tinge, lower 
rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail darker brown edged 
with ferruginous ; wings brown, the median and greater coverts 
broadly edged with fulvous'-wbite forming two bold wing-bars and 
the inner secondaries with fulvous edges ; below paler ashy-brown, 
more strongly tinged with fulvous; abdomen and vent almost 
pure white. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to >s0 mm.; tail 58 to 64 min.; tiirsus 
22 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Nestling. Above fulvous-brown, each feather etiged with dark 
brown; below dull asby-brown with pronounced blaekish edges; 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts while, uj)per tail-coverts 
ferruginous ; tail and wings in both sexes like the adult. 

Distribution. I'urkcstan to Afghanistan and Baluchistan and 
the HitJialayas to Sikkim and Bhutan. 

NidiUcation. I'be Blue-lieaded Robin breeds in May and June 
between 8,(i(l0 ami 12.(K)6 feet and perhaps up to some 14,()U0 feet, 
'riie nest is cujj-sliaped, made of moss, mixed with twigs, leaves 
and roots ami well-lim»d with hair t)r fur and a few feathers. it 
is placed in a hollow in a bank, amongst the roots of a tree, under 
a boulder or a fallen log but, wherever placed, is always well 
concealed. The eggs number three or four and in colour are a 
pale stone-grey or grey-blue with a ring of the iiuest pale reddish 
specks at the larger end. As a rule, ilie frecklings are absent else¬ 
where, but occasionally are scattered all over the egg, giving it a 
reddish tinge, though the marks themselves are so tine they are hard 
to make out. 1 a shape the eggs are broad ovals, somewhat pointed 
at the smaller end. They measure about 18*8 x 14'0 rum. 

Habits. Tlu‘ Blue-iieaded Robin is far more a Robin than a 
Ked.start in its actions and habits. U certainly does feed on tlie 
ground sometimes, hut it also liauuts bushes and scrub and may 
not seldom he found hunting about for insects in the higher 
bniuches of trees. It has a sweet but rather feeble little song in 
the breeding'season. 


(lenus NOTODELA. 
l-*e.s8., Compl. Bufl'.. viii, p. 433 (J837). 

Typ(‘, A^. alhi frons {z=:diana). 

The genus Notodtla contains one species wliich is widely 
distributed from the Simla Hills to Tenasserim. The sexes are 
very different, the male being blue and the female rufous, but both 
sexes have a large amount of white on tlie tail which is 
considerably longer than twice the tar.sns. 



106 


TURDlDi®. 


The bill is fairly stout, the rietal bristles ample. The tarsus is 
strong and well adapted both for pereliing and lor ground work, 
though not Very long. 

(554) Notodela leucura. 

The AViiiTE-TAiLEn Blue Bobin. 

Mugcitii/Iria leucura Ilodgs., P. Z. 8., 1845, p. 47 (Nepal). 

Notodela leacara. Blanf. Oates, ii, j). 112. 

Vernacular names. ^J(n^gshia (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, eyebrow, and the smaller 
upper wing-coverts near the bend of the wing brigiit cobait-blue ; 
the whole upj)er plumage black suiYu>ed with blue; lores, sides ot 
the head and neck, and lower plumage det‘p black, with a tew 
of the feathers of the abdomen 8t>metimes iringed with blue ; a 
concealed patch of white on each side of the neck ; wii»gs black, tlie 
feathers edged with bluish ; tail black, all the featfiers except the 
middle atul outermost pairs with a large j>atch ot whit(^ on the 
outer web, increasing in size towards the midde of the tail; under 
tail-coverts fringed with white. 



Fig. 14.— Iltjad of .V. leorura. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about iso mm.; wing 91 to 
100 mm.; tail tl9 to 80 rum.; tarsus 27 to 28 turn.; ciilmen 15 mm. 
A male from Perak is very small, wing only s7 mm., smaller than 
any Indian, Burmese or Chinese females. 

Female. Tlie w hole plumage rnfescent hnjw n, tin* featluTs 
of the wings and tail edged with bright ft^rruginons and a ring of 
this colour round the eye; on tin* tail the black of the male is 
replaced with brown ; lores, chir», throat and sides of the head 
with pale shaft-stripes. 

Measurements a little .smaller than the mah‘, w ing 88 to 91 mm. 

Toung have the plumage reddi.sh brown with bright shaft-streaks 
and rufous tips to the feathers. Tail like tlie adults in Imth sexes 
from the first. 

Distribution. Simla through Nepal and Sikkim to 

the extreme Rist and Soutli of Assam, Manipur, the hills of 
Burma and Malay States as far South as Perak and East to 
Yunnan, Annam, Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Blytil’s record from Mu.ssoorie has never been confinned. 
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Nidification. This Jiobin bref^ds j>rii)ici|)ally in May luid June, 
but 1 have tak(fn as early as April 4tii and again as late as 
August. It is resident everywhere between 3,500 and 9,000 teet, 
making a nest of leaves aiid roots, more or less mixed with IVrn- 
leaves, grass, etc., and always with a good deal of rnoss on the 
outer part. When ])laeed in an exposed situation it is domed, but 
when built, as is mr)re usual, under a ledge of rock or stone, a 
lallen tree or in a hollow of tree, etc., it is merely deep cup-siuiped. 
'J'he eggs are tbrt‘e or tour in nuuiljer, very rarely live, and vary 
from a taint pinkish or elay-wliite to adeej) salinon-elay, or pinkisli 
eafe-au-lait. iSoiim eggs aj)pear to lx? (juite spotless, whilst others 
are pruiusely covered \\ith innumerable tiny freckles of a shade 
of colour darker than the groiind. Some eggs are highly glossed, 
moat are mod(‘rately so, hut a few arc glossless. The eggs cannot 
he st*parated from thos<t of Ailtara tfrandis. 

One hundn'd eggs aviuage 2»t*3xl7’l mm. and the extremes 
are : maxima 25*4 x 1 c'n’ 1 and lil*] x 18*4 mm.; minima 20T X 17*4 
and 31 *4 x 15*9 mm. 

Habits. 'I'he White-tailed HI ne Koi>in is nd migratory, ])ut 
moves vertieallv according to the seasons, being found in summer 
between 3,.7(M» and 91'UO feet, and in winter right down to the 
plains in Assam and to th«* foot-hills elsewhere. It is not nearly 
such a skulker as are most of llu* birds of the nearest genera, and 
though it feeds both on the ground and in bushe> it also does so 
on tin* smaller trees, ami when disturbed instead of skulking away 
into tin* iin(Iergri)wth it tiles u]> to the higher trees. It is fond of 
perching in the ojMUi (ui some twig or post, where it sits flirting 
its tail and, in summer, r<‘peating its very sweet and powerful 
little song. It is often found in bamboo-jungle, though it prefers 
shady e>ergn'en forest. 


(ftuius CAL<Ii£H£. 

Hlyth, .1. A. S. H., xvi. ]). I3t) (l«'^17 >. 

Type, C. frontiilis. 

The genus ('nlloif dilTers from Aoto^Jeln in having a \erv mueh 
longer tail, of which the feathers are greatly graduated and 
without any white pattern. I'he tarsus als(» is much longer than 
in XofothJa. It is rt'presented in India by one species, of which 
very little is known. 


(555) Callene frontalis. 

The BnuE-ruoNTEi) Callene. 

Citic/ufitnn fronfalv Hlyth, J. A. S. H., xi, ]). IBl (^l''^42) (Sikkim) 
Callene frontalis. Hlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 113. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description.—Adult male. Lores and feathers round the eye 
black ; lesser wing-coverts, forehead and short eyebrow cobalt- 
blue ; wing-quills and tail dark brown ; reniainder of plumage 
deep slaty blue, suffused with deep blue, fading to brown on the 
abdomen and posterior Hanks and to whitisli in the centre of 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; the feathers of the breast have 
pale blue edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown : bill l)lack ; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. I'otal length about 200 min.; wing Js;Ho 01 mra.; 
tail To to 80 nun. ; tarsus 37 to 38 min. ; culinen 14 to 15 nun. 

Female. AV'hole plumage rufous-brown; the feathers of the 
chin and throat with white centres and a few black tips ; a pale 
ring round the eye : centre of abdomen ])ahM*, vent and thigh- 
coverts almost or quite white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris browui ; hill black : legs brown. 

Measurements. AVing 81 to nun. ; tail 78 mm. ; eiilmen 
13 mm. 

Young male is like the female, but acquires the dark throat, 
lores and cheeks anil the blue forehead at the first moult. 

Nestling. Dark rufous-brown, striped above with fulvous and 
with large white spots on breast. Hanks and abdonnui. 

Distribution. Sikkim only, apparently between H,030 and 
10,000 feet. 

Nidiffcation and Habits. A forest-bird, hut beyond this 
nothing is known. 


Oenus SAXICOLOIDES. 

iSitxicoJoideA Lesson, 1831, 

Type, >S'. ramhaiensis Lath. 

The genus ^axicolouhs contains hut one sj>eiMes which, divided 
into two very wtdl-marked geographical races, extends over the 
whole of India, South of the Himalayas and Cevlon. 

Oates points out that this genus is si>inewhat aberrant from 
the true TtmHda! in that the tarsi are scutellaled, a characLu* 
found in no otlier form except the Accentors. flie Accentors 
are themselves, however, very closrly coniu*cted vvitli the 4'lirushes 
in many ways, and the genus Sit.ricoloides^ which is in all other 
respects a Robin, and nothing but a Robin, seems to form a 
connecting-link. It is this eonnectuig-link, indeed, which induces 
me to keep the Accentors, PrunelluKH^ a subfamily of the family 
TurtLvhf, 

The bill in Sa^vicolokles is slender and curved downward.s and 
the rictal bristles are very small; the tarsus is well developed and 
Ihrush-likc in shape, but is scutellated ; the wings are long and 
pointed. 

Our Indian birds are resident vvlierever found, though they may 
move vertically with the seasons in the higher hills. 
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The generic Jiaine Thamnolna^ by which thefse little Chats have 
been hitherto known in India, was unfortunately not published by 
{Swainson until Feb. J8.’52, whilst t^axicoloides was published 
by Lesson before iSeptember 1831. The latter name therefore 
has priority and must be used. 


Saxicoloides fulicata. 


AV// /o Snh'<i)icies. 


A. With white on win<^-coverls. 

a. Upper plumage black or >lat\-black. 
A Upper ]»liuiinge br«nvn. 

B. No white ofi wiiig-ro\erl'^. 

c. Darker and more brown abo\ . 

d. Jailer arul more grey uliove . 


S. f. fulicata, J j P* 1^1 
N. f. vanihaierms, , p. 111. 

S. f. fnlicaia, p. 109. 

A. Z". aniihaiensis, 2 ? P* HU 


Saxicoloides fulicata fulicata. 

Tub Hback-iiackki) Indian Robin. 

Mdtacillafnlkafa Linn., Syst. Nat. i, p. 330 (1760) (Philippines in 
errure. Cevluii). 

Thtnnnobia fulicata. Blanf. aV: Oate.«, ii, p. 115. 

Vernacular names. A'^/c/no-Zdlind.); Au/anc/n’(Tel.); ira/unfU- 
knruvi ('ram.). 



I'ig. lo.-'lTcad of S. f. fulicata. 


Description,—Adult male in Winter. Lesser wing-coverts 
white ; centre of jilHlomen and under tail-coverts de«‘p ciu stnut; 
vving-(|uills brownish ; remainder of plumage glos>y black with a 
blue slieen. 

After the moult the glo^^sy eilges to the feathers become abraded 
aud the feathers themselves bhuiched so that by spring, or even 
earlier, (he upiiMU’ parts become a chocolate-brown. 

Colours of soft parts, iris brown to blackish brown; legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 70 to 
80 mm.; tail 63 to 67 mm.; tarsus about 2S mm culmen 12 
to 14 mm. 

Female. Lores, forehead, chin and ear-coverts rufous-ashy ; tlie 
latter with paler shafts ; above dark brown, very slightly rutescent, 
the tail almost black ; Iow<‘r plumage ashy-brown; the centre of 
the abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill dark horny- 
brown ; legs tau-brown to blackish brown. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 72 mm. 

Nestling like the female but with the upper parts obsoletely 
barred with darker and the lower surface paler, more fulvous and 
less ashy, and with Oiach feather edged with dark brown. 

Distribution. Cevlon. South India to Ahmadnagar on the West 
and the Godaveri on the East, and grading into the next at 
these points. 

Nidification. This little Kobin breeds in Ceylon practically 
throughouttheyear, [)rohabIyoften having two broods. In Southern 
India it breeds principally in April, .May and June but very ofti^n 
both earlier atid later and General Bethain took Its eggs at Poona 
as early as March the 7tb and as late as July the 21st. The 
nest may be ])laced in practically any kind of hole [irovided it is 
not to() higlii from the ground. In tfie open and more barren 
country a hole under a stone on tlie ground will suliice, or the 
bird will nse a hole in a bank, railway-iMitting or tree. Mort‘ «)ften, 
however, this Robin breeds round towns afid villages and then 
tinds sites to its liking in nuid and stone walls, the eaves «>f low 
houses and similar places. It has little or no fear of man during 
the breeding-season, often building its nest in walls or roofs 
of inhabited houses btit it is saiil to shun actual observation 
whilst entering it and to desert it at onee if it is handled. 'Fhe 
nest is cup-shaped internally but externally generally lills the 
hollow in which it is built. The eggs numl)t*r tw'o or thn^^ oidy. 
In ground-colour they are white or are just tinged with ytdiow, 
cream or pink, less rarely with green. ()ver the whole 'Surface 
there are spot'*, specks and small blotches of nahiish brown and 
vellowish brown, sometimes more numerous at the laig<*r end 
where they oceasionally form a rough ring or cup. In shape thev 
are round ovals and sixty <*ggs average 20*7 x 1 P8 mm. Tlie 
extremes are: maxima 23*0x15*2 and 2I*IJ x 15'9 mm.; minima 
18*5 X 14*5 and 20*0 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. This little Robin is one of the most familiar of birds 
in Ceylon and Southern India, much as is tlie Robin in England. 
It is found more in the drier arwis than those where there is lu^avy 
wet forest, but wherever there are villages and towns afui some 
open country it puts in an appearance. It ascends the hills to 
O.OOO feet at least, possibly a good deal higher in the Nilgiris 
and sofiie of the adjoining hills and it is equally common in all 
suitable localities in the plains. It feeds much on tin? ground, 
hunting the grass or freshly fumed s<nl for insects just like the 
Robin does but it also searches the leaves and branches of bushes 
and lower trees as well. It has a few cheerful little notes in the 
breeding-season which it fully iKdieves to be a song and w bicli it 
utters from the top of a bush, wall or stump. 
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(557) Saxicoloides fnlicata cambaieusis. 

The Brown-backed Indiak Bobin. 

cambaietisis Lath., Ind. Orn., ii, p. 554 (1790) (Guzerat). 

Thamnohia cainhaiemU, Blanf*. & Oates, ii, p. 114. 

Vernacular names. Kakhuri (HiiuL). 

Description.-Adult male. Differs from the Black-backed 
Indian Kohin in never ac(|uiring the black back at the autumn 
moult. After this the upper parts beeome a dark sandy-brown or 
in some eases an almost rufescent-brown. In spring and summer 
abrasion of the lighter edges makes the general lint instead 

of paler as in T. f\ fuUcata. 

When freshly moulted the black underparts are more or less 
fringed with })aler, which sooti wears off. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wmg 09 to 7b mm.; tail GO to 72 mm.; tarsus 
about 27 mm, ; culmen about 12 to 14 mm. 

Female. Similar to the female of the Black-backed Robin, but 
much paler and often very grey in general tint. 

Measurements. ^Ving 70 to 75 mm. 

Nestling like that of the Black-backed Robin hut paler above 
and bcloNN. A))Ove the bars are obsolete and below very faint. 

Distribution. 'Die wboh* of Northern India from Sind and the 
Ihinjal) tt) the drier, less W(»oded }>ortions of Eastern Bengal, 
Midnaj)ore, (.'hota Nagpur, \\ estern Behar; South to the (Jodaven 
on the Kiisl and Ahmaduagar on the West. 

Nidification. This differs lu no way from that of the last bird. 

It is e(juail\ couffdiiig and fearless of man, but is also eijually 
<»autious in its movements and ecjually ready to desert nests 
and eggs. It selects similar .sites to those Ixdoved of the Southern 
form and builds a similar nest of grass and roots, lined v.ith hair, 
grass, fur, or anything .suitaiile, often a jiieee of I’ast snakeskin. It, 
howeve r, laNs more t*ggs, generally three or four, O.ites says six, 
whi4*h are not distinguishable from those of T././alicata. 

Forty eggs average 22'5 x 151 mm. : maxima 23*0 X 15*7 mm.; 
minima 20'4 X 14 8 mm. 

The principal hreeding-months seem to be April, May and June. 

Habits. Just the sanu* as those of the preceding bird. It 
ascends tiie outer ranges of the Himalayas up to some 5,000 feet 
and is found all over the plains. 

Genins COPSYCHUS. 

Wagler, Sy>l. .\v. Note to Art. (tracula (1827). 

Type, C. satdaris. 

The genus Copspch hs coi\Uii\\B in India a single species of Robin 
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which is one of our best-known birds over the widest of ranges, 
known to all Europeans as the Dayal or Magpie-Kobin. 

The tarsus is stout and non-seutellated ; the bill stout and 
straight and e({ual to rather more than halt* the head in length ; the 
rictal bristles are well developed ; the tail is almost equal in length 
to the wing»a feature which distinguishes it from all otlier genera 
in this subfamily. 

The sexes have the same pattern in colour, but the black of the 
male is replaced by greys and browns in the females. 


Copsychus saularis. 

As might be expected in a species whit'h extends from CVylon 
and the extreme North-West of India to China and the Malay 
Islands, there are several geogra[)liical races all recogni/.ed as 
different by the older naturalists and named and later on suppressed 
when they were found not to eonstirutegood specit‘s. Now, however, 
we realize what subspecies are, once they are more recognized. 

It is curious that the females vary far more than do the mah*s 
and it is principally through them that the forms are most easily 
recognizable. 


Keif Subspecies, 


A. Plumage all black and white. 

«. Three outer pairs 4tf tail-feather.s 
white, f«)urth pair almost or 
entirely so: culrm n about Irt luni. 
f/. Third pair of tail-feathers much 
marked with black, fourth pair 
almost or wholly black ; culmen 

19 to 'Jii rum. 

r. Third pair of tail-feathers white, 
fourth pair heavily marked with 
black; culmen Itito 17 mm. 

d. Third pair of tail-feathers marked 

with black and fourth pair heavily 
marked ; culmen 18 mm. 

B. Plumage grey, r»r brown, and white. 

e. Abdomen almost pure white. 

a\ Four outer pairs of tail-feathers 
wliile or nearly so; culmen 

about 18 mm. 

//. Third nairof tail-feathers marked 
with black, fourth pair almost 
or wholly black; cidmen 19 

to 20 mm. 

c'. Third pair lightly, fourth pair of 
tail-feathers heavily marked 
with black ; culmen 16 to 

17 mm. 

/. Abdomen heavily marked with 
rusty; culmen 18 mm. 


C\ s. itaviaris, cf, p. 113. 


C. «. mush us, cf, p. 114. 


C. 8, cei/hmeusisf 'J, p. 1 lo. 

C. 8. ftft(iatuane7isiSj (j", p. 116. 


C. 8. saularuj J, p. 113. 


C\ 8, mH8icif8y 9 » P- ni. 


C. 8. ceylonettsiSf p. 116. 

C\ 8. andanianensisy 9, p. 116, 
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Size, except as regards the bill, does not help in any way to 
separate the species, as wlien large enough series are obtained the 
averages are much the same. Chinese and Ceylon birds average 
rather larger; Assam, Burmese and Hainan birds a little smaller. 


(558) Copsychus saularis saularis, 

Tiik Indian Magpik-Robin. 

Gracula muinris Linn., Syst. Nat., i, p. 165 (1766) (Bengal). 

Cupfujc/nts aaularin. BJiinf. ^ Oates, ii, p. 116. 

Vernacular names. Dayar or Dayal (Himl. & Beng.); Whil- 
Daynl {Va, Bengal); nafancJu^ Sdreln-yadu (i'oi,) ; Zannicl- 

pho (Lepclia); Thayaft-lway (Bunn.); Uchltuto (Manipur); 
Dao-yophu-ymtchun (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. Ia^sscp, median and outer greater 
wing-eoverts and edges to tin.* middle .‘^et^ondaries white; the 
abdomen and under tail-eoverls white; outer four pairs of tail- 
feathers white, the i'ourtli pair, from outside, sometimes having a 



Kig, 16.—Head of C. s. sauluria. 


certain amount of l)lac*k edging to the base; rest of plumage 
glossy blue-black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright liazel to deep brown; bill 
black ; legs and feet dark horn-brown to plumbeous black. 

Measurements. Total length about mm. ; wing 98 to 

106 mm. ; tail SO to 1U2 inm. ; tarsus -9 to 30 mm.; culmen 17 
(rarely) to mm. 

Female. VV^hite parts as in tiie male ; upper parts ashy-brown, 
darker on tlu^ rump aiul upper tail-coverts which are almost black ; 
lores and cheeks mottled grey iiiul whiU*; sides of head, neck, chin, 
thniai ami breast grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iri.s brown; bill horny-black; legs 
and feet liorny-plumbeous. 

Measurements, only a mere trifle smaller than the male. 

Nestling. White as in tdie adult; upper parts dark brown ; 
below, the throat and breast are fulvous-brown, the feathers edged 
with blat kish and with pale centres. 

Distribution. The whole of India except extreme South-West 
Travancore, Burma to South Tenasserim, Shan States, Yunnan 
and China. 

TOL. II. I 
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The Yunnan and Chinese birds, in addition to averaging rather 
larger, have the females decidedly paler on the upper plumage 
and breasts and these may have eventually to be separated. 

Nidification The Indian Magpie-liobiu breeds from the Plains 
up to about 0,000 feet tlirough April, May and Juno, and some¬ 
times in July and August. It prefers the vicinity of human 
habitations when selecting a site for its nest, ofttni builditig under 
the eaves of houses, boles in Avails, on tlm rafters of stables and 
outhouses, etc. At other times it places its iiest in holes in trees 
and banks, and occasionally builds a nest in buslies or on tree- 
stumps. I have seen one nest in a Cactus hedge, two or three in 
the tirst forks of trees like Mango trees and Banians, and fna^uently 
inside clumps of bamboos. The nest itself is inatle of grass, roots, 
leaves, dead moss and twigs, lined with grass and roots ; out¬ 
wardly it is shapeless, tilling up the hole in which it is placed. It 
may be bulky or it may be of the llirnsiest character, just a mere 
pad, but it is always very roughly and loosely put together. 

The eggs are rather handsome, the ground-colour some shade 
of blue-grt‘eii, whilst the markings consist of numerous blotches of 
different shades of reddish brown with a few underlying of neutral 
tint. In shape they are broad ovals. 

One hundred eggs average 21*9 x 17*1 mm.: maxima 25*0 X 18*5 
nim, ; minima 181 X 15*3 mm. 

Habits. The Magpie-Kobin is one of the most familiar birds all 
over India ; every garden, every cluster of villag»*-luits and every 
])atch of cultivation has its fmir. Daily it will be setui hunting 
about for insects undisturbed by tlm presenee of man, now singing 
its l)eautiful song perched oti the top of a post in a fence, anon 
flitting from one to another, sitting for a few minutes on each 
whilst it expands its tail into a fan and jerks it up until it nearly 
meets its head. Then p«*rhaps it will fly to a branch in a tree, 
high up, and again burst into vsong. It is one of our i)est songsters 
and sings almost through the entire year and morning, noon or 
evening are greeted alike. 

(550) Copsychus saularis musicus. 

The Malay Magpie-Kobin. 

Lanius municua Baffles,Trans. Lin. 8oc., xii, p. 147 (1820) (Sumatra). 

Vernacular names. Thapatc-lway (Burtn.). 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from the Indian form in 
having tt»e outer tail-lVatliers broadIv marked with black and thc 3 
fourth pair wholly black; the under wiiig-coverts wholly or 
largely black. Both male and female frequently have the posterior 
abdomen much infuscated. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Magpie>Bobin. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 104 mm.; tail 85 to 92 ram.; 
culraen 19 to 20 mm. 
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Distribution. The extreme South of Peninsular Burma, South 
of Siam, Malay Peninsula to Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 

The Tenasserim bird is, as might be expected, somewhat 
intermediate* but many specimens from the extreme South seem 
nearer to the Sumatran than to the Indian form, so it seems 
necessary to accept this former race as occurring within the limits 
of this work. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Indian bird. A series of 
eggs collected by Messrs. W. J. C. Williamson and E. (x. Herbert 
are not distinguishable from those of that bird. Fifty average 
22 5 X 16'7 mm. and the i*xtremes are 29*1 X 18‘1, 23*0x18*3 mm. 
and 19*5 x 15*9 mtu. 

Two (rlutches taken by Mr. E. (r. }l(*rbert are a brilliant pale 
bliu*. in colour with sparse and tiny spiecks of dark brown. 

They breed in April, May and June in Siam and the Malay 
Peninsula, hut in Borneo Mr. J. C. Moulton took eggs in the 
midvila of March. 

Habits. These differ in no way from those of tlie otlier siib- 
sj)ecies. A<‘cording io Davison this race does not ascend the 
hills to any height, and it is also more essentially a ground-bird 
tlian is the Indian form. 


(.'(io) Copsychus saularis ceylonensis. 

Tin; Cktlox AfiriK-KoisiN. 

Otp^ychuH ceylonemis Sclater, P, Z. S., 18(>1, p. ]<S0 (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Ptdda^nalmu'hi^ SareJa-yada (Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Only differs from the male of 
C. s. saularis in having much more black on the third and fourtii 
ouf(U’ pairs of tail-feathers and in having a shorter, more slender 

bill. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian ]\[agpie-Robin. 

Measurements. Wing 97 to 105 mm. : tail >3 to SO mm.; 
tarsus about 29 mm. ; culmen lf» to 17 mm. 

Female is much darker above and below than Indian or 
Burmese birds and has the black aiul white patterns on tlm tail- 
feathers the same as in the male. 

Distribution. Ceylon and possibly the extreme *South of 
Travancore. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other races, but this bird 
never lays more than four eggs and genenilly three only. They are 
indistinguishable from those of C. s. saularis but average bigger. 
Fifty eggs taken by ^lessrs. W. E. Wait and W. A. Phillips 
average 23T x 17*3 mm., with extremes of: maxima 26*4 X 16*3 mm. 
and 24*2 x 18 0 mm,; minima 20*1 X 17*1 and 21 *4 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the other races. 

i2 
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(561) Copsychus sanlaris andamanensis. 

Tue Andaman Maopie-Kouin. 

Copsychus andamanensis Hume, Str. Fcath., ii, ]>. 231 (1874) 
(Andamans). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. In this race the third pair of tail- 
feathers have a great deal of black on them, sometimes only the tips 
of these feathers are white and the fourth pair also have a consider¬ 
able amount; the under wing-coverts are mottled dusky white and 
the underparts are much sullied with dull rnfous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian bird. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 102 mm.; tail ^>7 to 91 mm.: tarsus 
29 mm.; culrnen about 18 mm. 

Female. The abdomen and vent strongly stiffus<‘d with didl 
rufous-brown and the upper plumage and breast darker than in 
C. sanlaris sanlaris. As Uume points out, this bird is nearer 
C. sanlaris nin^irus than it is to the Indian race but it is not as dark 
as the former bird and has the small bill of the latter. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nididcation. Breeds in the Andamans in April and May. 
Nothing has been recorded so far about eitln*r nest or eggs. 

Habits. A very familiar bird in tin? Andamans as everywhere else 
and at Boss Island, the headquarters of the Islands, Davison says 
it shares with the Myna and the Crow the privilege of being the 
most common bird. It is said also to haunt open forest^, the 
banks of streams and semi-cultivated tracts. It is a fine singer. 

Genus KITTACINCLA. 

Ciould, P. Z.S., 183(), p. 7. 

Type, K. tricolor Vieill. 

Tlie genus Kittacincla contain.s the Shamas, of which otic 
species is found in India, represented by several races in variotis 
areas. 

The names under wliich these races have hitherto been known 
have been very much confused. Shar[)e ignored the name 
inaeroura altogether in the British Museum Catalogue tliough there 
can be no contention about the Tardus macrourus var. /J of Gmelin 
(.Syst. Nat., i, p. 820, 1788: Piilo Condore) being the first and 
]>roper name for the Shama. Turdus tricolor of Vieillot (Ois. 
d'Afrique, iii, pi. 114, 1802: ?Islands of the South Sea) is also 
Ixjyond doubt a true Shama, and Sundevall (Krit. Frarnst. Levaill., 
p. 87) says : “This is Turdus macrourus ex Java and Mala<*ca.” 

Turdus macrourus tricolor is therefore the name for the Javan 
bird, and Hartert's omissa (Nov. ZooL, ix, p. 572, 1002: Java) 
becomes a synonym. 
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GrylUvora lonyicanda o£ Swainson is a synonym of tricolor, 

Kiitacincla macroura suavis (Sclater, P. Z. 8., 1801, p. 18(): 
Borneo) is the name which must be used for the Bornean race, 
to which the Sumatran race is closely allied. 

This leaves no name available for the Indian bird, and 1 have 
therefore now named it indica. 

The ^enijs Kiitacincla differs from Copsychus in having a long, 
more strongly graduated tail which considerably exceeds the wing 
in lengtli. Jt appears to he the forest-representative ot the 
civilization-loving Magpie-Robin. 


Key to Snhsjtecies, 


A. Abdomen cliestuiit or chestnut-rufous. 

a, I pjx^r plumage glossy black . 

b. I pper ])luiiiage dark grey-brown. 
a'. Barker bolli above and below 

//. Pah r both above and below . . . . 

B. Abdomen nearly all white . 


I A’. m. macroura, S t p* 117. 
I K. m. indica, J , p. 118. 

K. in. macr<nira, 2 , p. 117. 
K. in. indica, 2 , p. 118. 

K. m. alhicentris, p. 119. 


Kittacincla macroura macroura. 

The Malay Shama. 

Tnrdiin macrourttA Clinel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 820 (1789) (Pulo 

(’oiidore). 

Ciitocincla macntra. Blaiif. Oates, ii, p. 118 (part. ). 

Vernacular names. Tai-tha-laik-Sxve (Bunn.). 

Description.- Adult male. Whole head, neck, breast, back and 
wings glossy bine-black; rnm[) and upper tail-coverts white; tail, 
four centrai feathers black, the others diagonally black at the base 
and white on the lt*rmina) halves; inner webs ol uing-quills and 
greater coverts dull blackish brown; alniomeu, Hanks, vent and 
under tail-coverts ricli chestnut ; thighs white or mixed chestnut 
and wliite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs pale 
Heshy-white to ileshy-horny ; claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Wing 3 90 to 97 mm.; 2 85 to 89 mm.; tail 
<5 140 to 180 mm., 2 97 to 108 mm.; tur.sus 25 to 27 mm.; 
culmen 10 mm. 

Female. The black in the male is replaced by slaty-brown, 
rather more ashy on the throat and sides of the neck; the under- 
parts are paler and duller, mere rufous less briglH chestnut. 

Two females collected by Mr. E. G. Herbert at Tung Sung Pah 
and Klong Wahip, Siam, have curiously pale iinderparts with th(‘ 
belly almost albescent. 

Tonng male. Head brown, decked with rnfons; back black: 
rump ami tail as in adult; below deep chestnut, the black showing 
through in patches on chin, throat and breast. 
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Nestling. Above dark brown with fulvous stripes and dark tips. 
Below rich rufous, each feather barred with blackish brown, more 
profusely on breast and Hanks than on abdomen. 

Distribution. I\Jalay Peinnsula, South Siam, Cochin China, Pulo 
Condore. Hainan. (1 cannot separate A', vi. 7ninor and the measure¬ 
ments of specimens in the British Museum are no smaller than 
many from Bengal and Burnm.) 

Birds from Southern Tenasserim are undouhtedly nearer to 
this form than to the Indian bird. 

Nidification. Tiie Malayan Shaina breeds in March, April and 
May, placing its nest in holes in trees or in bamboo clumps. It is 
always very roughly built of twigs, leaves and grass, lined \n ith grass, 
iind fits into the hollow in which it is built. The eggs inimbt'r three 
or four, and are very like those of the Dayal but usually much more 
densely spotted and therefore more brown in general tint. The 
few eggs in the British Museum average about 2'J‘i) x 17*1 mm. 

Habits. Tins bird may be said to be the jungle representative 
of the Dayal and is an even liner songster though n(»t .so constant 
a singer. It is a bird of the plains and foot-hills not ascending 
mucli above 1,500 or 2,(»0U feet and lveej)s to jungle, preferring 
bamboo-jutigle or secondary growth to evergreen forest though it 
is found throughout the latter. It feeds both on tht‘ ground, 
on low bushes and on trees but, perhaps, principally on the first 
and in its diet is exclusively insectivorous. Davison remarks on a 
habit all the races of this bird st*em to base in common, a curious 
snapping of the wing.s together above the body as tin* bird Hies 
across from one patch of jungle to another; it is made at all times 
of the day, but only, I think, in the breeding-season. 

(563) Kittacincla macroura indica, nom. nov. 

The Indian 8hama. 

Cittocincla mactmya. Blanf. A Oates, ii, p. 118 (part.). 

Vemacnlar names. Poda nalanchl; Tonka iiahtiidii (Tel).: 
Shama (Hind, and Beng.) ; Shama-sorai (Assam); DaoUullp-rajah 
(Cachari); TaxAhaAaik-noe (Burm.). 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from the Malayan Shama 
only in feeing generally a richer cliestnut below and often in having 
rather more black on the lateral tail-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts as in K, m, macroura, 

Meastlrements. Much the same for d* and J as in /{. m, 
macroura. 

Female. Similar to the female of K, m, macroura hut paler both 
above and below ; the upper fiarts are more brown or less slaty. 

Nestling and young male as in the Malayan 8Iiama. 

Distribution. Ceylon, practically the whole of India and Burma 
as far Hoiith as the North of Tenasserim : Hiain, Yunnan and 
N. Cochin Cliina. 
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The type of this race is in the British ^luseum, No. 86,10.1.820. 
Bhutan Duars, Dec. 1870, cl. 

Birds from N.W. China have the females rather pale but are 
hardly divisible from the Indian and Burma birds. 

Nidificatiou. Similar to that of the last bird but in the Assam 
Hills Dr. Coltart and J often found its nest built well inside 
bamboo-clumps among the rubbish which always collects there in 
masses. In tiie.se instances the nest was always flimsiest, just a 
little pad of grass on the dead bamboo-leaves and protected from 
above l)y the ruiibi.sh collected on the numerous twigs jutting 
<»ver it. Occasionally the nest in these hills is made of moss but 
generally of dead lea\ <.\s, bamboo and others, lined always with 
grass. Th<‘ eggs numl^er four or five and are just like those of the 
last bird. In shape they are not (piite such broad ovals as those 
of the “ Dayal ’’ nor are they quite so highly glossed. Fifty-five 
eggs average 22*3x17*2 mm. and the extremes are: maxima 
24*1 X 17* 1 and 22*0 x 18*0 mm.; minima 20*2 x 16*7 mm. 

Habits. This charming liird is an inhabitant of jungles and 
forests wlierever then* is broken ground or low hills up to some 
2,000 feet and also the plains in their immediate vicinity. It is 
very partial to bamboo or mixed bamboo and tn^e forest, but 
may he found in almost any for(‘st which is not too dense or which 
borders streams and open gladt*s. Like the la^t bird it is a 
beautiful s«)ugstor, uith a fuller, mori* varied series of notc^s than 
the Magpie-Hohin hut it confines its sitjging almost entirely to the 
mornings and <‘venings. It is a very late l)ird and may sometimes 
1x5 hthird singing its h>ndt»st and sweetest as the rapid dusk of the 
tropical evenings fad<*s into night, i have seen this Shama at 
heights over 4,000 feel l)iit it is most common in As'^am between 
the foot-liills and 2,o00 feet. 

(564) Kittacincla macroura albiventris. 

Tut: Andaman Sir am a. 

Kittacincla aUn'vent tin lUyth, J. A. S. B., xxvii. p. 269 (1859) 

(Andaman.^). 

Citt(H'wcla a/hivenfris, Blai»f. i't Oates, ii, p. 120. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from M. m. macroura in 
having the abdomen white; the under tail-coverts and extreme 
posterior flanks are chestnut, this colour in a few instances 
encroaching on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 90 to 94 mm.; 
tail 108 to 113 mm.; tar.sus 27 to 28 mm.; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female similar to the male but the throat and breast are less 
glossy. 
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Measurements. Wing 85 to 89 mm.; tail 91 to 105 mm. 
Nestling. Dark brown above spotted with fulvous, below rich 
rusty, the feathers with broad black edges ; belly albescent, under 
tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidlfication. Not recorded. 

Habits. The same as those of the other races. 


Subfamily TU RDIN/E. 

The Tiirdituf comprise the true Thrushes. These differ 
principally from the previous subfamilies in their larger size, in 
often l)eing gregar.ous in the winter and in being l>uth 
insectivorous and fnigivorous in their diet, berries forming a 
considerable portion of their food. 

The Thrushes are mostly migratory and a few only are resident 
whilst, even in these instances, they move vertically with the 
seasons and generally cover a very wide extent of country. Th^^ 
majority of them undergo a seasonal change of plumage ouing to 
the abrasion of the edges of their feather^ but tlu'se changes are 
never very striking and frequently hardly appreciable. 

The Thruslies feed a ^reat deal on the ground and their long tarsi 
enable them to liop with great spet'd and facility. 

In structure and often in superticial resemblance many of the 
Turdince resemble one another very closely and it is difficult to 
divide them into genera. I adhere to dates' plan of refen nc.e to 
the types of coloration in making the generic divisions, especially 
to the colour of the under wing e*)verts and axillaries. 

Since Oates wrote the first edition of the Passerine birds it has 
been proved that the genera Miflofdionfiis iind Arreufja are ty[)ical 
Thrushes in every way, tlie nestling l)eing brown bird spotted 
and squamated in a completely Thrusli-like mannt^r. 

rhe genus Monticola is the one in this group or subfamily of 
birds which comes nearest to the last subfamily and some of the 
members of it, vSiicb as Monticola ru/o^risca^ are extraordinarily 
like some of the Redstarts, even in size, but in India we have no 
species in which the resemblances are so great. 

Many of the genera run into one another very closely and the 
natural sequence of these would seem to be Turdiis, Arcenthomis^ 
Oeocichla, Oreocinchi, and Zoothera. 

The other genera are all well distinguished from one another 
and from those already mentioned. 

The genus Irena^ which is in many ways rather like a Tfirush, 
1 have thought better to place in a family by itself as suggested 
by Oberholser (Jouru. Wash. Acad. Se., vii, No. 17, October 1917). 
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Key to Genera. 

A. Bill narrow, breadth at forehead not iiioro 
than halt* the Jenjrth of culnien; rictal 
bristles well developed. 

a. Sexes not alike. 

a. Axillarie.s and under \ving“-coverts in 
both sex<»s miifornily of one colour or 
very nearly so; plumage never blue 
nor chestnut combined with black and 

bine. Turdus, p. 121. 

//. Axillaries and under wlu^^-coverts in 

both sexes of two strongly contrastinjr * 

colours; arrangement <tf colours in 
axillaries reversed in undeu* wing- 

coverts . CiKOCirilLA, p. 144. 

c\ Axillarie.s and under wing-coverts in 
males of one colour, in females more 
or less barred with two colours ; 

plumage largely blue <^r bluish. Monticola, p. 169. 

b. Sexes alike iu coloration. 

d\ Axillaries and under \ving-coverts 
e?itirely of one colour. 

fi". IMuinage in no ca^ie with anyblin^ . Arcktthohxis, p. 153. 
h", IMuinage jiractically wholly blue- 
black. 

(i\ Second primary as long as, or 
longer than, the longest secon¬ 
daries . MYioriioNKTS, p. 178. 

}t^. Second ]>rimary much sliorter than 

louge'it s(‘con*laries . .\rrknga, p. 182. 

e\ Axillaries and under wing-coverts id’ 
two colours ; arrangement of c(dours 
in axillaries reversed in under wing- 
♦•overis. 

<■". Lower ]dumage barrt‘d or spotted; 

rictal bristles few and lateral .... Orkoc'INCLA, p. 157. 
d'\ Lower plumage s(juamat«‘d; rictal 
bristles nuim'nmsand anterior ones 

projecting over nostiils . ZooTiiRRA, p. 166. 

11. Bill broad, breadth at forehead more than 
half length of eulmen ; rictal bri>tles 
obsolete . COCIIOA. p. 183. 

(lenus TURDUS. 

Linn., Sysl. Nat.. 10th ed., p. 168 (1758). 

Type, Turdus nurula Selby, 1835. 

Ty|>e-locality : Sweden. 

The name Merulu which has been used for the Thrushes and 
Blackbirds is pre-occiipied and therefore cannot be used, but even 
if it were not Linnaeus^ name of Turdus would liave priority. 
Linnteus included a number of birds in the genus but the typi 
was designateil by Selby iu 18t*15 as Turdus inerula. 
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The genus contains those Thrushes of which the sexes are 
(iifli’erent in coloration and in Avhich the under wing-covt-rts and 
axillaries in both sexes are either uniformly of one colour or very 
nearly so. The lower plumage of the Thrushes of this genus is, 
moreover, never blue, nor chestnut cond>in(?d with black or blue. 

In Tnrdtfs the bill is about half the length of the head; th*‘ 
rictal bristles are modt'rate; the wing is long and pointed and 1 Ih‘ 
first primary small; tlie tail is rather aiuple but varies considerably 
in compjtrative lengtli; tlie tarsus is stout and long and tlie under 
side of the wing has no })attern. 


Ke>/ to Species. 
A. General character of plumage black or 


dark brownis»h black. 

a. Winins practically imiforin bla4 kish . . 'J\ jnernia, p. I‘Si. 

h. Wings with bold ]>a(c}i ot lijiht grey or 

rufous-grey. T, l.‘> 0 . 

H. General colour ut plumage neither black 
nor very dark br(»\vii. 

c. Hind neck of ditlerent ccdoiir to hack,. T. cantaticun, p. 1 .'Il\ 
fl. Hind neck of same colour as hack. 

(I . Whole head, neck and breast black . T, hvAisJerl, p. l.‘U. 
h\ Whole heatl, neck and breast n ot black. 
a". Feathers of upp«'r phiimL'-e varie¬ 
gated with djirk central sti»*Hlis . 7'. eunonius, p. I'ld. 

A". Feathers <*f upper ])lumage not 
variegated, 

a"'. Tail, throat and upper breast 

chiefly chestnut. T. rn/icollis. p, IdO. 


Tail, throat and upper breast 
not chestnut. 

a*. Under wing-coverts and axil¬ 
laries wiiolly or in part 
chestnut or urange-hrown. 
a’. Sides of brea.st and alKlomeu 
grey or brown, 
rt*. Throat and breast uni¬ 
form. 

(d. Throat and brea'^t black T, atropularis, e’, p. 137. 
Throat and breastslaty- 

grey . 7\ unicolor, rf, p. 138. 

h*. Throat and hretust 
streaked. 

c”. I'lider wing-coverls 
orange-brov/n ; axil- 

larie.s rufous-grey . . T, atro(fulari^y 9, p. 138. 
<r. Under wing-coverts 
and axillarie.s uni¬ 
form chestnut-brown. T. unxcolor^ 9? P- 
Sides of bend and abdo¬ 
men orange-rufous. 7\ dmimilis, p. 140. 

b*. Under wing-coverts and axil- 
lari ea slaty-grey. 
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Hreant ami .skle>. of abdo¬ 
men chestnut-brown .... T. obicuruSf p. 141. 
(V, Hrea.st and abdomen slaty- 

. T, fecf., p. 143. 

Under winj.^-coverts and axii- 
luries pearl . T. palliduny p. 13o. 


Turdus merula. 

Linn., Syst. Xal., lOih ed., p. 170 (1758). 
Type-locality ; Europe, restricted to Sweden. 


Key to Suhspeciea. 

A. Laps and feet dark bruwn. 

B. ]>eps and f(?el yellow or <u'}in;;e-vcllo\v. 

a. No c<41ar on hind neck. 

Head rather blacker tlian back. 

b'. llea<l .same C(dour a.-^ back. 

o". Feutber.'J of upper parl.s with broad 

blne-tjrrey niar;LMn> . 

//'. l eal hers of ujiper parts without any 
pale niar^dn.«. 

b. A distinct ^ney-iirown cadlar eii hind 

neck. 

c. A bold, white collar (Ui hind neck. 


T. m, inaximus^ p. 123. 

T. 711. p. 125. 

y. 111. kinftisii, p. 126. 

T. 7)1. hi>ur<JiUo7ii, p. 127. 

T. 771 . 77 ly 7-op He 71 ft ^ p. 128. 
T. 7)1. aiboc7?7Ct7is, p. 129, 


It fieeins inn’essarv to trt‘at all these forms as merely races of 
our European Blat khird. Turdits rntriila inei-tiJa ; it is true that 
it‘ t)»e all black 7’. tnerula ine)*7i(<t is compared with the white¬ 
necked 7\ 7/7. 7tU>oc(}ict7t.^ the <*ontrast is startling but the dif- 
terenci’ is bridi^ed o\c*r by .^i7iiilli7)77ts with its darker liead but no 
collar and iilyro/tilens witii its distinct, grey collar. In no eases 
do the breeding ranges (d‘ any two of these birds overlap, althougli 
the liabitats of the two extreme forni.s nu/.r/ynn*- and albochictus 
approacii nearest togctlier. 

It would aj)pear as if at some lime there had been a migration 
movement of the Blackbird Southward, certain birds having 
become sedentary and acipiired local tliff<*reiices ; then at some later 
jieriod there had again ht'en a migratory movement, this time 
Xortiiward, rt stdting m another sedentary bird with a white collar. 


(565) Turdus merula maximus. 

The Central Asian Blackijird. 

Merula max77tta Sneholini. B. M., v, p. 405 (1881) (Kashmir, 
restricted to Gidmerg, derdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 137); Blanf. <fc dates, 
ii, p.l23. 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. All black, in fresh plumage deep 
and glossy but rather brownish in old bleached plumage, especially 
below. 
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Colours of soft parts. “ Iris ilnrk brown; bill dull yellow, tip 
and narial reijioii diiskr; legs and feet very dark brown* 
(C. U. T. WhiUhead). 

Measurements. Total length about 2S0 niiii.; wing l.">(t to 
157 ijjiu.; tail 107 to 1-0 lum.; tarsus 3S inni.; (Uilmfii 20 mm. 
llartert the wing as up to 100 inin. in tho male. 

Femsle. J.)ark brown, the leathers t)t‘ the upper part tinged 
with >latv but not distinctly givyish as in some races ; the throat 
is coiicoloroiis uith the breast in the fully adult htrtl. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements similar to male hut 
the bill is much duller. 

Nestling. Dark brown, the mantle streaked ami the lower l>ack, 
rump and upper tail-coverts barred with fulvous; eeutre oi chin 
and tliroat mottled rufous and black: breast, head and sidt‘s ot 
neck blackish; low'er breast, abdomen and flanks barred rufous, 
fulvous and dark brown. 

Distribution. The only Indian birds in tlie Hritish Museum 
are the type, a young male, and another bird from Kashmir : the 
series obtained by Captain C. 11. T. Wlntebead on 1l»e N.H. 
Frontier, tw o specimens obtained by tbe Mount Fvereat E.\j>editiou 
and one from Bhutan. It is also tound in North and North-West 
Kashmir, wdience it extends into tlie highest ranges of (iarhw al, and 
Mr. S. L. Whyrnper found it in the N'iti Valley in Kumaon, 

Nidification. Mr. Whyin]>er tirst found tliis bird breeiling in 
some numbers on the (iarhwal Hills at an eltMatiun l)t;tween 
13,bO0 and 14,000 feet in the Nila Valley. (N»l. Buchanan took 
its nest in Kashmir at Apharwat, over 14,000 feet and just under 
tbe snow line, and tinally Capt. C. II. T. Wfiitehead found sevenil 
nests in the Kohat and Kurram country at 11.000 ftM3t upwards. 
The nest is described as a bulky cup of moss ami grass, lined willi 
mud and with an inner lining of grass. It is sometimes placed 
in a tree such as an ilex or Cyprus, someiiim*s on a bunk or ledge 
of rock or in a hole in a clitT. The eggs number tliree or four 
and are just like large specimens of the English Blackbird’s. 
They mea.Hure 31 x 24*2-22*1 mm. The breeding-season 

seems to be June and July but some birds are very early 
breeders for Whymper .saw young birds from w liieb lie c.deulattMl 
the eggs must have been laid by the 5th of May, whtni the whoh* 
valley was deep in snow and quite inacee.ssible. The male bird 
sometimes breed.s in immature pliiiiiage. 

Habits. The Central Asian Jllaekhird should, jwrhaps, more 
properly be called the Himalayan Blackbird, for its range out.side 
these mountains is not known with any certainty. It is doubtful 
if it is migratory in the true sense of the word, probably only 
changing its elevation with the seasons and never dfjsceudiiig far 
into the plains or low hills. In Summer it is fouml up to 17,000 
fet^t, well alx)ve the snow line, and it is said to be a wild, wary 
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bird, generally going abuut singly or in pairs, less often in small 
parties of tliree or four. Its flight is similar to that of other 
Blackbirds but very powerful and swift. Whitehead, vvho found 
it fairly common near Hazara above 12,000 feet, savs he never 
h( 3 ard it utter the wild alarm note of the English Blackbird but 
only tlie low clnickle ebaracleristic of the genus.’^ He adds 
that it was “ usually found feeding on small white caterpillars, 
wldcli were very conunou on tlu* grassy slopes, or amongst rocks 
and sometimes in dunijier scrub/’ 

(odd) Turdus merula simillimus. 

Tin: NTujiui Blvckuiiid. 

'/'unluM sunil/imm .lerdon, Madr. .1. L. S., x, p. 25:3 (18:39) (Nilgiris). 

Merula sii)illUiu(i. ]3laiif. Oatt‘s, ii, p. 124. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. -Adult male. Forehead, crown and nape black; 
wludi* uj)per plumage amt e.xposed wings and tail dark ashy brown; 
tlu‘ lower plumag‘% axilinries and under wing-coverts dark brown, 
the feathers obsoletely edged paler. 

Colours of soft pans. Iris brown ; bill yellow to reddish orange ; 
legs orange-yelKuv, 

Measurements, '['(dal huigth about 200 mm.; wing 122 to 
i:i4 mm ; tail >8 to 99 miu. ; tarsus about :d5 mm ; culmeii about 
24 mm. 

Female. Above dark ashy brown, below brow nish grey, the chin 
and throat paler and streaked with dark brown ; in some specimens 
there are obsolete palt^ shaft-strijies on the feathers of the breast 
and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in mule but the bill paler and duller. 

Measurements. Wing IIS to 130 mm. 

Nestling. Dark brow n above, the feathers of the mantle with 
pale centres and shafts, below fulvous, the feathers wirh pale 
centres and dark edges ; tlie s(juamations boldest on breast, flanks, 
and sides of neck, wing-coverts streaked and tipped with fulvous. 

Distribution. The higher ranges of the Nilgiris, Brahmagiris 
and Palni Hills in South India. 

Nidification. Tlie Nilgiri Blackbird breeds from March right on 
to August, during which months Captain Packard found both 
incompleted nests and nests with eggs. Tlie nests are massive but 
well-built cups made of moss, roots, grass and leaves, more or less 
plastered together with mud and with a neat lining of grass. 
They are placed as a rule in small trees from 5 to 20 feet 
froiii the ground, standing in the “ sholas ’’ and more open country, 
on the edges of nullahs and ravines or, more rarely, inside the 
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denser forests of the big valleys. The eggs vary from three to 
five, the latter number very rare, and ar»^ a sort of half-way type 
between those of the liiiglish Blackbird iiiul those of the English 
Thrush. The ground-colour is a pale to fairly strong blue-greeii 
and the markings consist of numerous s[)ots and small blotches of 
reddish brown, moi*e numerous than in the Thrush hut never 
confluent and smudgy as in the Blackbird. In shape they are 
broad obtuse ovals with a stout hard texture and fair gloss. The 
average of iifty eggs is 29*,‘5x21*3 mm. and the extremes are: 
maxima 33*2 X and 300 X 23*4 mm.; minima 27 1 x 22*1 and 
27*2 X 19 8 mm. 

Habits. This tine Blackbird frecpients alike forests and open 
country, often entering gaixlens and orchards and, except in the 
breeding season, is comparatively tame and fearless. Its vocal 
powers have been much contested hut (General Betiiam and many 
others claim that it is a line songster. It is j)rincipally a ground 
feeder but also frequents both high and low trees for this purjiose. 
It is very active on its feet and also is a j)owcrful flier. 


(ofiT) Turdus merula kinnisii. 

Tut: Ckylon ]j lack bird. 

Menila kinnmi Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 177 (IS.^I) (Ceylon). 

Merula kinttm. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. JiM. 

Vernacular names. None recorde<i. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail black with 
distinct, broad blue-grey margins; lower pluinag** hroun, suffu8e<l 
with slaty and less broadly^ margined with paior brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown to dark brown ; i^yelids 
and bill orange-yellow; logs and ftM*! lemon yellow to yellow- 
ochre. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; uing 107 to 
113 min.; tail 85 to 93 mm.; tarsus about 33 mm.; culmen 
about 22 inm. 

Female. Above dark brown, suffusecl with slaty on the mantle 
and margins of wings; btdow brown, palest on the abdomen, les.n 
strongly marke<l witli purplish slaty and sometimes faintlv showing 
pale shafts in the feathers of the posterior flanks and abilomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but paler and dullnr. 

Measurements, Wing 104 mm.; tail 78 mm. ; tarsus 32 mm. 

Nestling. Above rich dark brown, feathers of mantle with pale 
shafts and those of back and coverts w ith dark edges ; Ixdow rich 
fulvous, the centre of the chin and throat immaculate, the 
remainder with lighter shafts and brojul dark brown edges. 

Distribution. Ceylon only; above 2,500 feet. 
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Nidiflcation. The Ceylon Blackbird appears to breed in April, 
May and June, making a cup-sliaped nest of moss, leaves, roots 
and grass, matted together internallv and lined with mud, inside 
which is a lurther lining of line moss. x\ccording to Legge and 
his corresporideiitH it may be placed in almost any position—out- 
liouse, a bush in a garden or in euitivated ground, or well inside 
dense forest in some small or sapling. B’^ggc gives the 

normal lull elnteli of eggs as four and savs they are like those of 
the English Blackijird. Bi^gs taken Ijy Captain Aldworth on the 
Bopat Range iw April and May are lik«^ those of the Nilgiri 
Blackbird l)ut ratlier more richly eolouretl, certainly they are not 
liki‘those et an Kiigli^^li ljlackl)ird. 'I'liey measure about 23*8 X 
20*0 mm. and are short i>road ovals in shape. 

Habits. The Ceylon J>lacki)ird is found from about 2,500 feet 
to the tops of rlie highest ranges. It lias been found feeding on 

grains ol rit**- hdt by pilgrims on tlie suimnit of Adam’s Peak; it 

is vi‘ry eonnnon on thi^ Horton Plains and again at Niiwara Eliya. 
It is said to he a shy bird, k(‘eping much to dense forest with 
ample undergi*o\vtli, iVediitg both on the groii!)d and on the tops 
of th(‘ higliesi trees. It is a tine songst«‘r, the song being like that 
of its English relative but softer and lower. When singing it 
comes often into the more opfui parts and edges of the forest, 

<*speeia]ly in the mornings and evenings, when it sings most 

rt'gidarly. 


(.■)()S) Turdus merula bourdilloni. 

15()UrihlL()n’s Bi.ACKniRD. 

Mevula hoiinUlIoni J^erhohin, C’at. B. M,, v, ]>. 251 (1881) (Travan- 
c«»re) ; Hlanf. Oates, ii, p. 125. 

Mrt'uld erythnitif. Pil.nif, A t )ates, ii, p. 120. 

Vernacular names. Poda pulisa (Tel.). 

Description,—Adult male. Diirers from tlu^ ( Vylon Blackbird 
in having no slate-givy or blue-grey edges to the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow ii; hill, legs and feet bright 
orange-red. 

Measurements. Fotal letigih about 25C> mm.; witig 117 to 
124 inm. ; tail hO to 1)9 mm.; tarsus about 34 mm. ; ciilinen about 
22 mm. 

Female ditiVrs from that of the Ceylon race in being browner 
above and much paler and browner below, tl»e flanks and abdomen 
being marked with a very taint lilac tinge. 

Colours of soft parts similar to the male but duller. 

Measurements. The wings of the females measure from 110 to 
124 mm. 

Nestling similar to that of k innisU but not quite so dark. 

Merula eryihrotU of Davison is nothing but a female 
bourdilloni with some pigment on the head which has turned the 
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cheeks, throat, etc. very red. This pigment, as Grant has shown 
(Ibis, 1896), is i-emovable with a piece of damp blotting-paper. 

Distribution. South-AVest India from South Travancore to the 
Palni Hills. 

Nidification. Bourdillon says that the breeding-season of this 
Thrush is from April to June, during which months it nests in the 
higher hills above .‘1,500 feet in Travancore and as low down as 
3,000 feet in the Palni Hills. The nest is a very massive, deep cup 
of moss and moss roots lined with mud and sometimes with mucli 
mud in the body of the nest. The inner lining is of line grass and 
tine roots. In size it is anything from 5 to 8 inches externally 
both in diameter and depth, whilst the internal measurements an* 
about 4 by 3 inches or rather less. 

The eggs seem to number only two or three, judging from tin* 
few clutches found hut possibly these were not full clutefies thmigh 
on one occasion a sinj^le egg was taken parily incubated. 'J’hey 
resemble the eggs of I'nnhts m. sintillimus^ but are rather more 
richly and profusely marked. Five eggs sent me by jNlr. T. F. 
Bourdillon measure 27‘H“30*1 mm. x-0-1-22*9. 

Habits quite similar to thost'of m, but more entirely 

a forest bird and confined to the evergreen forests with amph* 
undergrowth. It is not a rare bird but though its fine song may 
often bv beard throughout the breeding-s(*ason it is very shy and 
is seldom seen. 


(o69) Turdus merula nigropileus. 

The Black-c.vi>i»ed Blackbikd. 

Turdus nif/ropileus Lafres., Delcse.. Voy. de rimh*, ])t. ii, p. 27 
(1843) (India, now restricted to OtUacainund, Nilgiri.*.). 

Merula nigr(rpileus. Illanf. & Oates, ii, p, 126. 

Vernacular names. (Hind.) : Poda palisa (Tt l.). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead to nape and sides of head 
black; hind neck, interscapuhir.s, sides of neck and wliole lower 
plumage, brownish grey, more rusty on the breast and more grey 
on the flanks and the centre of the ai)donien albescent ; remainder 
of upper parts, wungs and tail dark ashy, the tail darker and 
browner than the back. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish browit to dark brown ; bill 
dull pale orange to orange-yellow ; legs and feet dull pale yellow 
to lemou-yellow. 

ICeasurements. Total length about 260 mm.; wing 126 to 
132 mm.; tail 86 to 95 mm. ; tarsu-s 33 mm.; culmen 22 inm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage ashy browi], tlie cup slightly 
darker and browner, the rump greyer; ear-coverts pale-shafted; 
chin and throat grey, streaked with brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but darker and duller. 
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Measurements. Wing 122 to 130 mm. ; tail 02 mm. 

Toung male like the female but more heavily streaked on chin 
and throat. 

Distribution. Western India, North of the range of the last 
l»ird, i.e. North of Mysore and the Nilgiris, through the South 
ilomhay Presidency as far North as Mount Abu and to Sambulpur 
and Itaipur in the Central Provinces. A specimen from Travancore 
III tlie iiritish Museum seems to be tliis bird though labelled 
unicolor, 

Nidificatiou. Tlie Plack capped Plackbird breeds throughout 
the hills and broken country of the Southern and central parts of 
its range from June to September between the loot-hills and 3,000 
or 4,000 feet. In the extreme Nonh and East it is probably only 
a non-breeding visitor during the Winter. The uest is the usual 
mud and moss nest with a grass lining built by all these Thrushes 
but has less moss and more twigs and grass used in its construction. 
It is generally placed in a tail hush or sapling, sometimes in a 
comparativt'iy low hush, on the outskirts of forest. It may 
occasionally he found in open country and, even less often, well 
inside forests. 

The eggs number three to live, and fifty eggs average 
27*4x20*9 mm., tlie extremes being : maxima 29*4x22*1 mm. 
and minima 24*8 X 20*0 mm. 

It is worthy of note that our Southern Indian species of Turdus^ 
which are so closely allied to the European Blackbird, all lay eggs 
nearer those of the Song-Tlirusli in colour, whereas our Northern 
Thrushes reverse the process and lay eggs more like those of the 
Blackbird. 

Habits. The Black-capped Blackbird is a rather more familiar 
bird in its habits than either of the last two races ; it inhabits 
both tlie lighter fgrests and open country and may even be found 
in the surroundings of villages and in gardens, lu the Winter it 
wanders well into the plains hut shortly before the rains break, in 
May, it moves into the more broken ground and ascends the hills 
to some 5,000 or 0,000 feet. It is a tine songster. 

(570) Turdus merala albocinctus. 

The WiiiTE-coLL.uiEi) Black bikd. 

Turdus alhocitictns Koyle, III. Him. Bot. p, Ixxvii (1839) (llima- 
layas). 

Mcmla albirinvta, Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 127. 

Vernacular names. Kandoo Kastura (Hind.). 

Description.—Adult male. Neck and upper back, centre of chin 
and throat white; remainder of plumage deep chocolate-brow n,, 
glossed with black ; under tail-coverts wuth white central streaks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill bright yellow, mon^ 
or less dusky at tip ; legs and feet yellow^ to buffy yellow. 

VOL. II. K 
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Measurements. Total length about 275 mm.; wing 142 to 
151 mm.; tail 101 to 109 min.; tarsus 135 mm.; culineii 23 mm. 

Female. A collar as in the male, but ashy white instead of pure 
white; dark parts in the male replaced with rufous-brown, dark 
above and paler below, the feathers of these parts often fringed 
with still paler fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 131 to 143 mm.; tail 100 to 104 mm. ; 
tai*sus 35 inin.; culiueu 22 mm. 

Nestling. Very dark brou n, the feathers of the head and mantle, 
hack and upper tail-coverts streaked with rufous: below rich 
fulvous-rufous barred with blackish. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Eastern Kashmir, Simla 
States, Garhwal, through to Nepal, Sikkim and Assam and South to 
Manipur. It occurs in Winter in Cachar, Naga Hills and Khasia 
Hills, but is not resident there or in Manipur. 

Nidification. They breed during May and June from 7,000 feet 
upwards, making a massive nest of moss, roots and leaves, 
apparently sometimes, but not always, mixed witli mud and lined 
with grass and roots, it is generally placed on a high bush or 
sapling in forests but occasionally in among the roots of a fallen 
tree or on a steep bank. The eggs number three or four anti 
approach nearer the Hlackbird type ol egg than do those of the 
8outhern birds, though they are more richly and boldly hiotehed 
with various shades of reddish and reddish brown. I’ho average 
of twenty-five eggs is 20*9 x 21*1 mm., ami the extremes are: 
maxima 32'6 x 221 mm.; minima 29 3 x 20*9 and 32*2 x 20 0 mm. 

Habits. Although the White-collared Blackbird breeds at very 
high elevations, certainly sometimes up to 12,000 feet, in Winter 
it descends to the foot-hills and even into the adjacent plains. 
Mr. S. L. Why in per obtained it in the foot-hills of the (iarhwal 
lianges and Mr. H. ^Stevens found it in the plains below the 
Dafia Hills. Coltart got it at Margherita practically in the jdains 
but in the Cachar, Naga Hills, Khasia and Manipur ranges it 
seldom descends below 3,U0O feet. It feeds a great deal on high 
trees and is a bold, fearless bird in its habits. 


(571) Turdus boalboul. 

Tub GitEt-wisoBD Blackbird. 

Lantmboulbottl lnd.Orn.,i, p.80 (1790) (India; now restricted 
to Darjeeling), 

Meruta bmdhmd. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 130. 

Vernacular names. A/wriiri(Hirid.); /*rttaWyamtf«aic^a(Beng.); 
Phoyiong-pho (Ijepclia); Ohtmam (Bhut.). 

Description.—Adult male. Tips of median wing-coverts, outer 
webs of greater coverts and inner secondaries and edges of outer 
secondaries ashy grey ; remainder of upper plumage, wings and tail 
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black ; b«low from chin brownish black, paling towards the centre 
of the abdomen and vent and the feathers of these parts narrowly 
margined with pale silvery grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, the eyelids orange-yellow ; 
bill coral-red to deep orange, possibly according to age, blackisli 
at the tip ; legs and feet brownish yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 141 to 
147 mill.; tail 107 to 112 inm. ; tarsus 34 mm.; culmen 21 to 
22 mm. 



Fig. 17. Head of T. houlhouf. 


Female, lias the black of the male replaced by olive-brown and 
the marks on th(» wing are pale rufous, not contrasting much with 
the other pfirt^^. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but the bill yellow to orange. 

Measurements. Wing 130 to 146 mm. 

Nestlings. From the earliest stages the males seem darker than 
the females, being dark brown as against rufous-brown in the 
latter. Tiie ujiper parts are streaked with fulvous anti have darker 
edges to the feathers ; below they are broadly edged with brown. 
Young males seem to have a tninsition stage between this and the 
adult plumage, hising the bars on the lower plumage but retaining 
the narrow [mle sliaft-stripes. 

Distribution. Mnrree, Fast to the extreme East and South of 
Assam and Manipur. 

Nidiilcation. Breeds throughout its range from the end of 
April to June but occasional!v much earlier, as Stevens found a 
nest with eggs on the 8th of March at Pol pot i in Nepal at about 
5,000 feet. U breeds in great numbers alxiut Murree, uj> as high 
as 10,000 feet but more often between 7,iM)0 and 8,000 feet. In 
the hills South of tlie Brahmaputra it is a rare resident, breeding 
as low as 4,500 feet. rh« nest is a large and rather massive cup 
of moss, roota and grasses with an internal lining of mud, not 
always, however, present, and an inner lining of grass and roots. 
It is placed either on tht^ ground, among the roots of a tree, on a 
steep bank, on a ledge of rock or on a stout branch of a tree some 
10 to 20 feet from the ground. The eggs are rather of the 
Blackbird’s type of egg but often much more richly coloured. The 
ground-colour varies from a pale dingy green to a rather bright 
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yellowish or pinkish stone-colour, whilst the numerous, rather 
smudgy markings are of pale dull reddish brown. They are 
scattered fairly equally over the whole surface, seldom more 
numerous at the larger end. Forty eggs average x 21*8 mm.: 
maxima 33*9 x 23*3 mm.; minima 26*5 x 20*1 and 27*2 x 19*9 nun. 

Habits. This Blackbird is a forest bird, though it frequents tlie 
outskirts and open glades rather than tlie interiors, except during 
the breeding months. It is very sedentary and does not appear to 
move much with the seasons, even vertically. It probably seldom 
wanders much above 9,000 feet and, on the other band, even in 
Winter is equally seldom found lielow 3,000 feet. It is a quiet bird, 
feeding much on the ground and shunnit)g observation. The song 
is a tine deep series of whistles, much like the early spring sorjg of 
our English Blackbird but it sings very little except in tiu* early 
mornings. 


(572) Turdus castaneus castaneus. 

Thk Gret-headed Tunrsii. 

JMerula rastanea Gould, P. Z. 8., 18‘{5, p. IBo (Sikkimj ; Hlanf. 

Oates, ii, p. 1*28. 

Vernacular names. Lai Kastura (Hind.). 

Description;—Adult male. Head grey, ])aling to almost white 
on chin, throat and posterior ?ieek ; hack dark eln^stnut, lower 
back, rump and upper tuil-co\erts brighter chestnut; uings and 
tail very dark bri)wn, the secondaries edged a little paler ; l>elow 
from neck chestnut, tlie centre of the abdomen whitish an<l 
sometimes marked with black ; under tail-coverts black with 
central streaks and broad edges of fnlvous-white or while. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet and eyelids 
wax-yellow to dusky yellow. 

Measurements.—Male and female. Wing 130 to 142 mm.; 
tall 95 to 98 mm. ; tarsus .‘1^4 mm.; culmeii 21 mm. 

Female. Much <luller everyw here ; the head and neck darker 
and brownish, the chestnut everyw here paler and margined htdow 
with obsolete pale greyish edges; wings and tail ligl»ter brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Nestling. Up{K»r parts dark brown streaked with fulvous and 
becoming ciiestnut-hrown on rump and upper taibcoverts, whi(*h 
have bright etlges ; l^elow dull chestnut on sides of neck and breast, 
and on flanks changing to white tinged with rufous on the centre 
of these jmrts, all heavily barred with dark brown. 

Distribution. From Kashmir to 8ikkim and Bhutan. It is 
found in Assam in winter to the extreme East and 8otith but 
.some of these record.^ may possibly refer to the next race. 

Nidificatiou. Breeds almost throughout Kashmir, Garhwai and 
West Nepal. How far it breeds to the East is very doubtful. 
Bteven.s does ntir think it breeds in 8ikkifn or, if it does, it does so 
at very high levels only and even in winter it is a rare bird. The 
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nest is very like that of the Grey-winged Blackbird and is 
])laced in similar positions. It, however, seldom, if ever, breeds 
below 6,000 tV-et and nearly always over 7,0^X) feet. The eggs are 
tliree or four in number, rarely five, long ovals in shape and are 
very like English Blarkbird eggs, but generally more boldly marked 
and redder in tint. Fifty eggs average 30*6 x 21*6 mm.: maxima 
35*0 X 21 •() and 20*6 x 22*8 mm.; minima 28*1 x 21*2 and 32*5 x 
20*6 nim. 

The princi|)nl breeding moiitbs are May and June, but Marshall 
lound eixgs at Miirree just ready to hatch on the 20tli of April. 

HabitS. The (lre\-headed Thrush is found in summer from 
7,000 feet up to 12,000 fe«*t, desc ending to the foot-hills in winter 
and a short way into the plains. JJuring tiie breeding-season it 
keeps much to evergreen forest, often s()me distance inside, hut in 
the winter nioTiflis it comes far more into the open and at this 
time srvcu’al birds may he seen together. 


(o 73) Turdus castaneus gouldi. 

(foi’LD^H (jREV-iiK vnKi> Thkl'sh. 

Meruht ijouldi VeiT., Xouv. Arch. Mus. d'llist. Xat. vi, p. 34 (1871) 
(\\\ Setcdniaii). 

Vernacular names. I)it4,lat fjfujao inha tC'achari). 

Description.--Adult male. Similar to the Grey-lieaded Thrusli 
hut much darker, the head and neck are dark brown-grey and 
less abruptly defined from the chestnut back. Chestnut above 
and below iinieli richer and there is no central pale streak on 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in 

Measurements. Wing 137 to 14S mm.; tail 104 to 106 mm.; 
tarsus 34 inm.; cidmen 23 min. 

Distribution. East»u M Tibet to Kansu and Tsinling. In winter 
this form is found as far We>t as Assam, a single specimen having 
been obtained by Mr. II. Stevens at Dejoo in I^ikhimpur in March. 
Possibly some, if not all the South Assam and Burmese records of 
T, cmianeiiA castanni^ refer to this bird. Two males shot by me 
in the Khasia Hills and one in iSorth Cachar were certainly all 
Gould's riiruslies and 1 have a note recorded at the time referring 
to their exceptionally dark rich plumage. A specimen in the 
British Museum from Nepal is undouhieiily referable to this race. 
There are also two specimens from Yunnan. 

Nidificatiou and Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 

(574) Turdus eunomus. 

Thk Dusky Thrush. 

Ttirdm t>unomm Teinm., IM. Col., ii, pi, 514 (1831) (Japan). 

Meru/a fmcnfa. lilanf. tS: Oates, ii, p. 1211. 

Vernacular names. Daokat (Uachari). 



134 


TUBDIDiB. 


Description.—Adult male in Winter. Forehead and crown black 
with narrow grey margins, the remainder of the upper plum^e 
blackish brown, each feather with broad rufous-grey margins which 
become more and more rufous towards the tail ; tail dark brown ; 
winglet brown ; wing-coverts and quills dark brown, the foriner 
and the secondaries broadly and the primaries fiarrowly edged with 
pale chestnut; a broad supercilium greyish white; lores and 
posterior ear-coverts black; clieeks, sides of throat and neck white 
spotted with black ; chin, throat and fore-neck white tinged with 
buff; lower pai*ts white tinged witii buff on the breast and the 
feathers of the breast and flanks with broad black centres which 
form a gorget across the upper breast; under tail-coverts pale 
chestnut with white edgevS. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-brown to brown ; hill dusky 
brown, almost black on the culiiu n, yellowish at the base ; legs 
light brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length 260 mm.; wings 124 to l.’bSmm. ; 
tail 83 to 90 mm. ; tarsus 34 mm.; culmen 20 mm. 

Female. Above olive-brown to brown from forehead to tail, the 
rump and upper tail-coverts m<»re rufou.s thari (dsewhen^ ; tht^ chin 
and throat are generally much more spotted with dark brown than 
in the male and the breast less spottecl ; the rufous on the wings 
is much paler atid duller. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements practical)} as in the 
male. 

Distribution. Northern Asia from We.^t to extreme East, in 
winter wandering South to Northern India. Assam, Burma 
and China. 

Hidification. This Thrush breeds during May and June as far 
North as the limits of tree-growth, making a rough and untidy nest 
of grass, twigs, moss, etc., lined with inud and with a further 
lining of fine grasses. The nest is generally placed on small 
isolated trees and often within a foot or two of the ground. The 
eggs number four or five ami are of the Biackl)ird type, though 
some are rather more definitely blotched and spotted. Forty-eight 
eggs average 27*8 x 20*0 mm. : maxima 30*6 x ltt’5 and 27*t> x 
22*2 mm. ; minima 24*1 x 19*2 mm. and 24*2 x 19*0 mm. 

Habits. The Dusky Thrush is an inhabitant of open, semi- 
wooded country and even when on migration in its winter 
quarters prefers open fields and grass-lands with thin forest 
rather than the denser woods. Its flight is swift and powerful 
and it is said to have a rough harsh note. 

(57'*) Turdns kesslerL 

PrzkwalskTs Tiinusu. 

Turdm ktuleri Prxew., Mong. 8tran, Tangut., p. B2 (187(f) (Kansu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Descriptiem. —Adult male. Whole head, nock and extreme 
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upper breast black; inferscapulars, back and breast dtjll rufous 
white changing into dull dark rufous on lower back, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, flanks and abdomen ; wings and tail black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill yellow, dusky at tip ; 
legs and feet horny-brown 

Measurements. I’otal length about 275 nun.; wing 148 to 
155 mm.; tail 109 to 118 mm.; tarsus 38 mm.; culmeri 21 mm. 

Female. Head and neck, wings and tail dark brown ; remaining 
plumage ashy grey, more rufescent below and darker and browner 
on upper tail-coverts. 

Measurements. Wing 143 to 148 mm.; tail 112 to 113 mm.; 
culmeii 21 mm. 

Distribution. East Tibet, 8etcbaan, Koko-Nur to Kansu. 
A single specimen lias been killed in Sikkim close to Darjeeling at 
about 9,000 feet and Mandelli also obtained it in Tibet close to the 
Sikkim border. 

Nidification. Pleske describes two nests as made of grass roots 
etc. with hair and feathers of Perdix $if(tnica in the lining and 
says they were placed in hollow’s in rocks beside a stream. The 
eggs are said to lie like those of the Fieldfare and ten eggs 
average 31*5 X 22-7 mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of great altitudes, breeding at 12,000 feet 
among conifers or jiinij>er.s on the great wooded plateaus of 
F^isteiii d'lbet and West China. Even in Winter it appears only 
to descend to about 5,0(K> feet and never to the Plains. 

(ii7ti) Turdus pallidus. 

The Pale Thul'sh. 

Turdut!palHifun («mel., S, X., i, p. 815 (1789) (Lake Baikal). 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores black ; forehead and crown 
dark ashy-grey, with darker streaks, shading on tlie nape into the 
rufous brown of the back, wing-coverts, rump and upper tail- 
coverts; tail dark brow n, the two outermost pairs broadly tipped 
with white, the white sometimes also visible on the third and even 
the fourth pair; wing-^uills dark brown edged with pale grey; 
chin wiute, sides of the neck, throat and fore-neck ashy-grey, 
changing to rufescent vinous on the upper breast and flanks ; under 
w ing-coverts and axillaries pearl grvn*; centre of breast, abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts white, the last named with broad 
brown edges. 

Ck>IourB of soft parts. Iris browui; bill, upper mandible brow n, 
lower yellowish white ; legs pale brown (/>r«s^r). 

Measurements. Wing 123 to 130 mm ; tail 95 to 98 mm. 
tarsus about 31 or 32 inm.; culiiieii about 19*5 to 22 mm. 

Female similar to the inale but with the throat and fore-neck 
white streaked witli brown and the ear-coverts streaked w ith white. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young male similar to the fenmle with broad white lips to the 
the greater coverts. 

Nestling. Above dark rufous-brown with pale central streaks 
and darker edges; below white, more rufous on the breast and 
flanks and heavily spotted with black; wing-coverts edged with 
rufous. 

Distribution. Eastern 8iberia to Japan and South in winter to 
Corea, South China, Formosa, etc.; als(» obtained by Dr. Coltart 
in Assam (ilartert, Vdg. Pal. i, p. 655). 

Nidiflcation. The Pale Thrush has been i\)imd breeding at the 
mouth of tlie LTssuri Itiver in E. Siberia. The m st is said to be a 
cup made of roots, grass, moss and pine-needles liiunl w ith grass, 
generally placed not very high up in a tree. The eggs, four or 
live in number, are pale greenish bine rather tinely spotted \'ith 
reddish hrowrj. The few’eggs known vary greatly in size, measur¬ 
ing 25-32 X 19*5-20-4 ram. 

The breeding-season is June. 

Habits. This is said to he a very shy bird, haunting well-wooded 
localities. It has a very sweet song. 

(577) Turdus ruficollis. 

The Ked thkoatei) J’lnasn. 

Turthin rnjicollin Pall., lleis. Peichs, iii, p. (1770) (Dauria). 

yieruUt niJicoUis. Plauf. Oate.s, ii, p. lilO. 

Vernacular names. iJaoknt <j(tjao (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage ami wing- 
coverts light ashy brown; the centres of the featliers sometimes 
darker on the forehead and crown; grisitrr wing-coverts and 
quills dark brown edged w ith silve»’y ashy ; tail rufous, tho central 
tail-feathers broadly, the lateral feathers .succc‘.s.sively more 
narrowly tipped w’ith dark brown; supercilinm, cheeks, chin, 
thniat and breast che.stiiut, this colour mingling with the ashy 
ear-covert.s and sides of the neck ; a few black specks down each 
side of the chin ai.d throat ; lower plumage from breast white, 
the sides of the breast and flanks mottled with dark ashy aiul the 
bases of the under tail-coverts chestnut; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts orange-brown. In Winter tin* chevstimt feathers are 
fringed with whitish. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow n : hill yellow, rutln r dull in 
tint and with the culmen and tip dark brown ; legs ami feet grey 
to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 133 to 143 mm.; tail 101 to 105 mm.; 
tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen about IH to Dt min. 

Female. Like the male hut the chestnut of iu’cast etc. f)aler, 
and much mottled with white and more or le?*s heavily spott^nl 
with black. Very old females are hardly, distinguishable from males. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements similar to the male 
but very sliglitly smaller. 

Young male like the female but with less rufous. 

Distribution. Eiisteni Siberia and possibly Northern China, in 
winter South to India from Kashmir to Assam, Xortiiern 
Burma and South China. 

Nidiiication. Unknown. 

Habits, 'riie Ited-throated Thrush is found in the Eastern 
Sub-llirnalayas and adjacent plains in very great numbers between 
October afid March. At this time they associate in very large 
flocks and Dr. Coltart and J have fiv(|uentiy seen flocks of two 
to three hundred at Marghenla. Tiiey are birds of the open 
country h\it jirefer such as is siirrounded by forest or, at least, 
plentifully furnished with large trees. They feed for the most 
f>arr on tlie ground, eating grain, berries and insects, but when 
disturbed fly witli great swiftness to the nearest tail tree, uttering 
a loud, l)uL swoet, alarm-cry as they rise. They are also very 
active on foot and when pursuing termites show great energy ami 
accuracy in vseiziiig tiieir winged prey, running along the ground 
and leaping in the air to catch them as they rise. 

I see no n*ason to consider atroffularis to he a race of this bird. 
It is true they an* often found together, for tliey are Winter visitors, 
<?oming in gn at numbers at aViout the same time and haunting 
the same kind of c(Hnitry but 1 have never seen an adult bird 
whieJi could not lx* ascril>ed to one or the other .sj)ecies without 
ditlicuhy. V<‘ry old males oeca?»ionally have the ivd breast very 
deeply coloured and even with a little black on the lower breast, 
but 1 have never seen any specimen of the Hlack-throated Thrush 
with any signs of red upon its throat or breast. 

( 57 S) Turdus atrogularis. 

The IIeack-thkoateu Thrush. 

Tuf dtus otrof/nhiris Man. d’Orii,, i, p. K) ( 17fK)) (rni'ely in 

Austria and Silesia), 

Afeniiu fitrif/nlitrif. Jllanf, v'c Oates, ii, p. 131. 

Vernacular names. Mach-ret/cha (Beng.); Ihokai y<uhim 
(Uachan). 

Description. - Adult male. Whole upper plumage, sides of head 
and neck, wing-coverts and edges of wing and tail feathers light 
greyish brown ; the wings and tail quills dark broxMi; the feathers 
of the forehead and crown have dark brown centres ; lores, an 
indistinct supcrciliuin, cheeks, cliin, tliroat and breast black ; 
remainder of lower plumage white, tlie flanks lightly mottled with 
grk*y and the bases of the under tail-coverts brown : under wing- 
coverts dull oriiuge-browii ; axillaries rufous grey. 

In Winter the black feathers are edged with pale grey. 

Colours of soft parts. lri.s dark brown ; bill yellow, tiie tip and 
final quarter of the culmen black ; legs pale yellowish brown. 
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Measurements. Wing 130 to 140 mm.; tail 101 to 105 mm.; 
tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Female. Above, similar to the male ; below, chin, throat and 
fore-neck white heavily spotted with black ; breast and flunks ashy, 
the upper breast boldly spotted with black and the lower breast and 
flanks streaked \Nith dark brown; remainder of lov\er plumage 
white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. A mere trifle smaller than in the male : wing 
129 to 130 mm. 

Distribution, llreeding in West 8iberia and Central Asia to 
Chitnil, Kashmir and Ijiidak; Afurree (liattraf/) and Sikkim 
(Captain Tntflor). 

In Winter it wanders South to the Plains of Northern India 
from Karachi through the United Provinces to Behar and Bengal. 
In AVestern Euro[>e it has straggled as far as England and Scotland. 

Nidiflcation. AV'ithin our limits this Thrush appears to breed 
in May as it also does in the Altai but on the Yenisei l*opham 
found nest and eggs in June. The nest is made of twigs, moss 
and grass, sometimes with an inner lining of mini, sometimes 
without, and with a final lining of line gnisse>. It appears to 
always place its nest on small treovS at no great height from the 
ground, though Hattray once took one from a pine 39 feet uj). 
The egg.s are said to \ary between two e.xtreines, one like that of 
the Common Blackbird, the other like that of the Missel-Thrush. 
All the Indian and Altai eggs I havt* seen are like the former. 
Forty-one eggs average 29*6 x2U5 and the extremes are: 
maxima 31'5x21*0 and 31*4 x 22*1 mm.; minima 27'4x2L*6 
and 31*2 X 20 0 mm. 

Habits. ^ ery siinilnr to those of the last bird. It visits 
Northern India in very great numbers in AViiiter but very ftwv 
remain to breed in the Himalayas. In the ranges between 
Afghanistan and India a few breed at 9,(MK) fr^t urnl over, and 
again a few’ remain to breed at about 10,009 h et in the (lalis 
about Murrc^e. From Sikkim 1 received birds and eggs from 
Captain Taylor, taken at about 12,000 feet. It bus a tine song, 
which may be beard in Mur<*h and early April before the birds leave 
on migration to their breeding haunts. 


(579) Turdus unicolor. 

Tickjsli;s Thrush. 

Turdun mncolor Tickell, J. A. 8. B., ii, p. 577 (18.‘U1) (Borablium, 
Bengal). 

Mtnda unicolor. Blanf. & dates, ii, p. 132. 

, Yemacular names. Dm pawai (Hind.); Mach-a$ah (Beng.); 
Poda paliga (Teh). 



TUEDUS. 


139 


Description.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage and visible 
portions of wings and tail ashy grey; lower plumage pale slaty 
grey, the abdomen, vent and greater part of the under tail-coverts 
white ; the chin is generally rather paler grey than the throat and 
the feathers are black-shafted; axillaries ashy grey, generally 
tipped with buff ; under wing-coverts chestnut on the outer webs 
and tip, and grey at the base of the inner web. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or reddish brown ; bill yellow, 
darker at the tip and base of culmeii; legs and feet orange-yellow 
to light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 121 to 
120 mm. ; tail 80 to 85 mm. : tarsus about 31 to .32 mm. ; cuhnen 
10 to 20 nim. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-brown ; lores dark brown with 
fjiint palo superciliary streak above ; sides of the head and ear- 
coverts mixed brown and fulvous, the latter also with pale 
shaft-stripes ; chin and throat white or fulvous-white, streaked 
with deep brown, the spots forming lines down the sides of the 
chin, throat and fore-neck; breast olive-grey, more or less sutfused 
with ochre and sjxjtted w ith dark brown; flanks still more ochreous; 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts w bite. Under wing-coverts 
and uxillari(‘.s as in the males. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill yellow’; legs and feet 
yellow to orange-yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 114 to 12(> min. 

Nestling. Above rufous brown with broad fulvous central 
streaks ; below fulvous with broad brown bars. 

Older birds are more like the females with profuse black spots 
or bars on the lower plumage and narrow pale shaft-streaks on 
the upper. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chitral to Eastern Assam, 
Cacliar and Manipur, vSoulh to Khandala, RMij)ur, Orissa and 
W esterii Bengal and Belmr. 1'he specimen referred lo this 
species by derdon, sxiid to have been taken in Permeade, Tnivan- 
core, is only a very <liscoloured specimen of I'urdtt.^ /a. ui<fripiUus. 

Nidiffcation. This Thrush breeds tbi'ougbout the Himuhiyas 
from the extreme North and AN est as far East as Nepal and, more 
rarely, in Sikkim but a]i])areutly does not breeil in the hills North 
of Assam. It will be found principally between l),000 and 8,000 
feet but wanders both higher and lower than this for nesting 
purposes, and the few birds which breed in Sikkim probably all 
breed at 9,000 to 10,000 feet. It makes a nest, deep cup-sbai>ed, 
of green and dry moss, moss and other roots, grasses and an odd 
leaf or two, the lining being of fine roots only. Some nests are 
well and compactly built, whilst otliers are very rough, untidy affairs. 
Most are placed in trees at some height between 6 and 20 feet 
from tiie ground ; a few are placed in among the roots of fallen 
trees or in similar situations, whilst very rarely they may be 
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placed actually on the ground. The eggs luunber three or four 
aiu! occasionally five, and vary in colour from the true Hhickbird 
type to others boldly and handsomely blotched with red«lish brown 
on a cream ground. The general tint is normally reddish, eggs 
with a greenish ground being exceptional and even in these the 
blotch»\s usually give the lone. Fifty eggs average l37*d x 1 9*r) mm. ; 
maxima 30 0 x 19*3 and 27*1 x 20*3 mm. ; minima 24’8 x 19*2 and 
2o*d X 18'5 ram. Tlie breeding-season lasts from early jNlay to the 
end of Jane. 

Habits. One of the inost. if not the most, common Thrush<*s in 
Kashmir and tlie North-West llimnlavas. It ahnunds in the 
Valley of Kashmir, where om^ i>r more |)airs mav he found in 
every grove and patch of cover round about the villag<*s. for it 
perhaps haunts the vicinily of habitations ami villages ,‘veii more 
than forests, though it is found in these also. It has a line Ulack- 
hird-like song ami sings constaiitly durii»g the hreedii»g-^ea^on. 

(r,s0) Turdus dissimilis. 

The Black hheastei) Tuuusn. 

Tutfhis Blyth, J. .\. S. B.,xvi,|). 144, Xo. 12 (IS.*)?) (L(*wer 

Beiigal: Himalayas). 

Merula protomelccua. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 

Vernacular names. Dat^kai (jaahim-fjttjiw (Cacliari). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, n«ck and nj)|)er breast 
black, except extrenn* point of chin which is wbii<' ; remainder 
of npjier plumage, wings and tail dark slate-grey, not sharply 
defined from the head; lower breast and Hanks, axillaries and 
wing-coverts bright orange ferruginous ; ahdoinen, ^om<‘times 
also the centre of lower hrea.st, vent and under tail coverts while. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep hro\\ n ; eyelids ])al«* yellow; 
bill orange-yellow in breeding-season, paler yelKm in winter; legs 
and feet yellow to orange-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.: wing 118 to 
]2omrn.; tail 72 to 78 mm. ; tarsus about 30 mm. ; culmeti 
about 20 rnm. 

Female. Whole upjier plumage dark olive-hrown ; >ides of 
head and ear-coverts ashy fiilvou.s-brown, the shafts of tlie latter 
paler; chin and throat wliite heavily streaked with brown, the 
spots forming almost confiiieiit line> at the sides ; upper breast 
olivaceous streakt^l with black; lower breast, tlauks, axdiaries 
and under tail-«'overt« orange-rufous: abdomen, \ent and under 
lail-coverfs white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet w ax-yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 124mm.; tail 84 to 80 mm.; 
tarsus 33 to 34 mm.; cuimeii 21 to 22 mm. 

Nestling. Above, dark hn»vvn, the feathers with dark blackish 
edges and pale fulvous shni't-stripes; below, chin, throat and 
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breast as in the iVmiile i)ut more heavily spotted; remaining 
under parts orange fulvous spotted and barred with black. 

Tho young male is like tlio iemale but more spotted below. 
Rolhseiiiid (Nov. /ooL, xxvin, p. 1^74) shows that 

dissimiUit of Hlytii must ])e used for the nauie of this bird. It 
cauf\ot l>e rejected merely heeause Ulytb t\u)\ight that Turdua 
tinicotor was lh»^ female and Tnnlus dissimiJis the male of the 
same species. 

Distribution. Assam South of the Hrahma]>utra, ^Taiiipui’, 
Chtn and Ivat hiii Hills, Shau Stales and Yurmaii. 

Nidiftcation. The lllaek-hreasted'rhrush is residmit throughout 
its habitat between 4,0(M) and hjajo f^et, \\ andering n[) to 7,do0 or 
8,Odd feet in tie- Xaga IlilU, C'hin Hills aiul Kaehiu Hills and up 
to lUdKIO feet in Vnnnan, where it was obtained by Forest on the 
Licliiang Range. It is essentialiy a hna^st breeder and all the 
nests 1 have taken \\ere hmit well inside dump, eV(-rgn-eii forests 
on small tre»-s or higli shrni»s. In appearance they are like 
rather small, untidy Blackbirds' ne>ts, made more of green moss 
than anything else, and are placard at no great height from the 
ground. The t*ggs vary extraordinarily in colour, and in my 
ow n small series I hav(‘ eggs exactly like Missel-d’hrushes’ eggs, 
otlcM's like Blackbirds’ aiid others again very richly marked with 
bold blotches of deep reddish brown on pale green or pale cream 
grounds. They number three t>r four and are mostly laid in May 
and June hut I ha\e taken tliem in early April and again latt‘ in 
July. Fifty e^gs a\erage 2t>*S x tnm. : maxima 29 0x20*0 
and 27*2 X 21‘0 mm. ; minima 21*1 X 2t)*0 and Ii6*0 x 18’3 mm. 

Habits. Thi s is one of the most .shy and elusive of all the 
bigger Thrushes, shunning observation, and keeping almost 
enlirtdy to the interior of toivsts. It occasionally ventures into 
the pine-woods round about Shillong in the Khasia Hills but 
prefers deep gloomv (‘vergreen forests, which are always damp 
and shadv. It is common iti the fern and rhododendron forest 
and one often liears its »lH)rt, sliarp alarm rattle, I hough om‘ 
seldom gets even a glimpse of it as it flees. It has a .-^weet hut not 
verv powerful song. Its fcHul consists of insect.s and b(*rries and 
it is a great snail and slugeater, tinding tliem in the mossy cracks 
betwt'en the boiihlers in the forests it frequents. 

(581) Turdus obscurus obscurus. 

The Dabk ITiitrsH. 

Turdus obscurus (iineh, S. N., i, p. 81(1 <1^80) (Fake Baikal). 

Merida iibseurtt. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 134. 

Vemaculftr names. Oaokat fjashhn (Cachari). 

Description.— Adult male. Whole upper pluimage, sides of 
bend and neck, wing-coverts and edges of tail and wing-quills 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous; lores dark brown; a narrow 
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superciliiitti, a patch under the eye and chin white; tliroat and 
fore-neck ashy, sides ot head, ear-coverts and sidcvS of neck slaty 
grey rnnning on to the upper breast; upper breast and flanks 
paie chestnut; centre of breast and abtlomen while; under tail- 
coverts w hite, /nargifjed with brown; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts pale slaty grey. The ear-coverts are otten pale- 
shahed. 

Ill old males the forehead, crown and nape art* sometimes 
tinged with ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown or linzel-brow n ; bill 
lioriiy-brown, the gape and all but tip of lower mandible yellow ; 
legs yellowish horny or light brown to dark fleshy-browm. 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 130 mm.; tail 90 to 91 mm.; 
tarsus 31 mm.; culinen 18 to 19 mm. Philippine birds are very 
small, w ing 115 to 119 min. and there are no specimens from 
t*lsew'here with a wing less than 120 mm. 

Female Similar to the male but with the throat and fore-neck 
wliire streaked with dark brown ; the head seems ttv be always 
concolorous with the back; the lores and ear-coverts are paler and 
the latter more distinctly streaked w ith w hite. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young male similar to the female. 

Distribution. Brt?eding in Siberia from the Yenisei Amur, 
Kaiuschatka. In Winter South to China, Indo-C hinese countries, 
Yunnan, Siam, Burma and A.ssam. Less regularly it is found as 
far West as Sikkim and Nepal and a wanderer to Belganm has 
>)een recorded, the specimen now being in the British Museum. 
In Europe it has been found as far We-^t as Heligoland and South 
France. 

Nidification. The Dark Thrusli breeds in the Amur in April, 
May, and June, making a nest which is said to ho very like the 
untidy nest of the Fieldfare, placed in small trees on branches 
18 to 20 feet up. The eL^gs, four to six in number, are like richly- 
spotted small eggs of the Blackbird. Thirty-two eggs avei*age 
27*16 xl9'()2 mm.; the maxima and minima are respectively 
30*5 X 20*0 mm.; 26*6 x 21*1 mm. and 23*5 X 17*5 mm. 

Habits. A bird of the open forest w ith a rich, short song and 
shy habits. As far as India and Assam is concerned, it seems to 
migrate in flocks, a few iinlividuals accompanying flocks of Tnrdu9 
ritJicoUijf and Turdtis atroyidaris but feeding apart from these 
l)irds and leaving them as they enter open, cultivated country. 

(582) Turdtis obscums subobscurus. 

Salvadori's Thrush. 

Memla nuhobirura Salv., Ann. Mus. Civ. Oen., (2) vii, p. 416 (1889) 
(Karen Hills); Blanf. h Oates, ii, p. Hi5. 

Venutcular names. None recorded. 
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Inscription. Adnlt male. >Siinilar to T. o. ohscurus but larger, 
with the white Kuiierciliary baud lew c-o.mpicuous, the aides of the 

diffLUt l'‘'''Iwtion8 of the primaries 

Measurements. Wing l.'ilJ-Smm. The :3rd and 4tl. primaries 
are subequa and longest, the 2nd betvve.m the 5.h and Cth in 
length ; in 1 o. obmirm the :3rd primary is longest, the 4th a little 
shorter and the 2nd between the 4tli and oth. 

DUtribution. Tliis very douiilful r:u-e rests entirely upon a 
single specimen procured by Fea at Taho, in the Karen Hills, 
North-east of Taunghoo in March. Oates examined the type and 
was sati.stie(l that it (iiflV*red from the last bird. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing known. 

(583) Turdus feae. 

Fi:a’s Tnuusii. 

Merula Salv., Ann. Mus. C'iv. Gen., (2) v, p. 514 (1887) 
(Muleyit Alt.); lllanf. &, Gates, ii, p. I;i5. 

Vernacular names. Daokat jadi (Caehari). 

Description. Adult male. Whole upper jiluinage russet-brown; 
a narrow .supeivihum white; lores black ; a palcli under the eye 
anti chill white; ct'iitre of lower breast, abdomen and under tail- 
eoverrs white, the last with broad ;:rey-brown margins ; remainder 
i)F low(‘r surface, under wing-c()vert.s and axillaries grey, the sides 
<*f the head, neck and breast more or less suH’used with the rusty 
line of the upper parts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to deep chocolate ; bill dark 
brown, yellowish at the base and nape ; legs and feet pale yellow- 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 124 to 131 mm.; tail 80 to 0t> mm.; 
tarsus 30 mm.; cnimen about 19 to 20 mm. 

Female. Above like the male; below, chin and throat white 
H|)eckled with brown and the grey of the male replaced by fulvous- 
grey except in very old birds, which are almost as grey as the 
males. 

Distribution. Assam, Houtli of the llrahmaputra, Manipur and 
the lulls of I’entral Burma to Mulevit Mountain in Tenasseriin. 

Nidiflcation. Feu's Thrush is probably resilient throughout its 
range, and in the hills South ol the Brahmaputra it certainly 
breeds at all heights over 4,000 feet, though not often below 
5,000 feet. It makes a typical Blackbird’s nest of twigs, leaves, 
grass and a great deal of moss, both dry and green ; the lining 
is of gf*a.ss blit under this there i.s always a layer of moss, roots and 
mud and often there is a considerable amount of earth mixed 
with the materials in the body of the nest. It is a rather massive 
cup, fairly well put together and is generally placed in a small 
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tre« or stapling between 8 and 20 feet from the ground but 
sometimes it is placed low down in Azalea and Khodotlendroii 
bushes. It is not well concealed and as the bird always leaves it 

ith a loud alarm-cry it is not easy to miss it. All ibose ] have 
seen were placed on trees and bushes well inside heavy wet 
forest growing on steep hillsides, brokem with rocks and stony 
ravines. They breed from the end of May to the middle of July. 

Tour seems to be the full complement of eggs laid and these 
vary extraordinarily in colour. Some are just like very small eggs 
of the Alissel-Thrush, others have a bright pale blue ground-colour 
with a ring or cap of reddish blotches at the larger end ami mo>t 
are pale greenisli in ground-colour, richly blotched all over with 
bright reddish marks of some size. In sha}>e th»\v are* ]>rond ovals 
hut little compressed at the smaller end. Sixteen eggs averagt* 
27 X 19 8 mm.: the maxima are 29*2 X 20*0 and 2^*7 x 20*8 mm.; 
the minima are 25*7 X 19*0 mm. 

Habits. 1 found this biid to be a frequenter of the interiors of 
dark, wet forests above 4,000 feet, keeping to tlie ilensest parts, 
especially in the vicinity of small mountain-streams. It is 
apparently more of a tree- than a ground-feeder hut was several 
tiu)e8 noticed hunting huge moss-covered boulders and rocks in 
the Khododendron-forestsabove Shillong. Oncef)r twice ] saw^ it 
jMjrched high up on a Khododeiulron, uttering its short and jerky 
hut rather sw’eet song but it was very shy and all one usually saw^ 
of it was a hurried glimpse as it shot across the stream or from 
one tree to another. The stomach of one bird contained a mass 
of small black spiders and wild strawberries, both insects and 
fruit being exceedingly common on and round the rocks in the 
Khnsia Hills forests. Its flight is very ra])id but never seems to 
be prolonged. As fur as is known at present Tea’s Thrusli is not 
migratory and in A.ssam it did iK»t even move vertically with the 
seasons. 


Genus GEOCICHLA. 

OeocIchJa Kuhl, ? Dutch periodical, 

Type, Oeocidihi inter pres. 

The genus contains some Thrushes very closely allied 

to the genus Turdvs^ but the axdlaries and under wing-co\ert« 
instead of l>eing unicoloured are of two contrasting colours 
trans|K)sed in position on the two. It also differs from 
Turdus in having both the wing and tail comparatively shorter 
and, as we should ox|)€Ct from the former, the birds of this genus 
are normally resident and not migratory, though some of them 
wander in the Winter a good deal and fdl move to some extent 
vertically witli the season.^. 

They are ground-bird.s in their habits and their song is crude 
and quite unlike that of the Tree-Thrushes and Blackbirds. 

The sexes are dissimilar. 
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Key to Species. 

A. No chestnut on lower j>lum;if>:e. 

a, Upper tail-coverts inarj^'-tned with white , , . . O. tcardty p. 145. 

b. No white on uppctr tail-coverts . (t\ sihivicdy p. 140. 

B. Lower plumage almost entirely chestnut. G. citrinOy p. 148. 


The sp<*cies G, citrina is divided into many local races Inch 
have hilh(‘rto been given the status of sjiecies, but they all grade 
the one into the other and are no more sharply differentiated 
from one another than the races of many species which have 
hitherto been ignored altogether. 

(.*)S4) Geocichla wardi. 

Tin: l^iKD (1 Hoijyn-THKL'sii. 

Tunlu* (f'ftrdi Jerdon, .1. A. S. B., xi, ]>. (1812) (Mysore). 

Getfcii'hla irardi. Blanf. & Oalt s, ii, ]>. lo7. 

Vernacular names. JMokai meb^-uny (Caehari). 

Description.— Adult male. Whole head, neck, breast and upper 
plumage black, tio- rump and upper tnil coverts with crescentic 
black lips; tail bla<*k, the centre feathers ti])pe(l with white, the 
white increasing laterally until on the outerniosl a broad tip and 
(he whole of tin* inner web is white ; a hioad widte superciliuiii ; 
wings black, the Iesst*r and median coverts mostly white; the 
greaier li[)ped with while, the primaries are edged with white on 
tile centre of tlu^ feathers and the secondaries are tipped with 
white ; rest of plumage white, the Hanks boldly barred with black 
and the under tail-eoverts with concealetl black bases. 

Colours of soft parts. TrivS brow n ; hill briglit yellow or yellow - 
ochre, lipped with black ; legs and feet fleshy ochre. 

Measurements. Fotal length about 225 mm.; wing IIG to 
llU min.; tail fdJ to 78 min.; tarsus 29 min. ; culinen 22 mm. 

Female. Alxive oli\e-brown ; the longer feathers of the rump 
tipped with white bars; tail dark olive-hrow n tipped with white 
in the same way as, hui to a Icvss extent than, in the male ; wings 
dark olive, tin* coverts tipped with fulvous; a narrow fulvous and 
white supercilium ; lores blackish, sides of head and throat mixed 
huff and blackish; chin white; throat and upper breast fulvous- 
white barred with hlackisli ; remainder of lower plumage white, 
heavily barred on all but abdomen and vent with dark brown and 
sometimes more or less suffused with ochre on llie Hanks and 
brea.st. 

Colours of soft parts, iris brown; hill horny yellow ; legs and 
feet yellow. 

Measurements. Wing IIB to 117 mm. 

Mestling. Dark brown above with pale shafts ; below like the 
female but oven more heavily barred ; wings as in the female. 
Distribution. From the Sutlej Valley in the Himalayas to the 
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extreme East of Assam North of the Braliniapiitra and, t‘xcep- 
tioiially, on the hijiher ranges of the Nuga and Cachar Hills to the 
South of this river. East of Sikkim it*is coinparutivoly rare but 
I have seen specimens from the Hills Nortli of Darrang and 
above Sadiya. In Winter it wanders to the extreme South of India 
and Ceylon, but it passes over the lower-lying country without 
stopping until it arrives at the Nilgiris and higher hills of 
Southern India. 

Niditication. Breeds during May and dune, its eggs having 
been taken as late as the 17th July by Mr. S. L. Wliymper. 
The nest is a broad cup made of moss, routs, gni^js and leaves lified 
with the latter, and olten a cou**ideral)le amount of ??iud is used in 
the base and iiuier lining of the iiesl. It is huill at some (i to 
!i0 feet from the ground in small trees either on the ojitskirts 
of forest, in fairly thin jungle or evt*n in gardens and compounds. 
I’he eggs, which number iliree or four, are just like lljose of 
G, c. citrina but are generally paler. The f:romul-colo\ir is a 
very pale sea-green or blue-green and the markings consist of 
fairly profusely-scattered blotcht's of [)ule reddisli brown. They 
measure about 20*3 x 19*4 mm. 

Both })arents take part iii incubation. 

Habits. I’his very striking-looking little'riirnsh breeds between 
4,000 and 7,0(.)0 feet but more otten under t),(MlO tVet than over 
exce[>t ill the hills .South of the Brahtnapntra. Although a 
conspicuous bird exce|)t in deep forest, it does not shun o)>'er- 
\ation and frequents tlie vicinity of houses rather than the (li‘eper 
forests. It has no so?ig apparently and is a very quiet though 
restless bird. Like all the speides of this gt.mus, it keeps almost 
entirely to the ground wlicn feeding. 

Geocichla sibirica I’uilas. 


Keif to !Suhgitecles. 

A. Miicli pah*r, ah lorie n partly white . (j, h, sjhiricay p. 146. 

B. Much ilarker, aUlonu ii wholly f>late-gre\ .... (t. s. rlansottif p. 147. 


(.'.85) Geocichla sibirica sibirica. 

TiIK ISiBKUIAN GRolTND-'rnUUSH. 

Turdm sihirxcm I’nlL, Keise Kuss. Heichs, iii, p. 694 (1776) 
(Bauria). 

Geocichla sibirica. Blarif. & Oate^, ii, p. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Wliole plumage deep slaty-blue 
black, tile margins of the feathers a pale slaty blue and the outer 
tiiree pair.s of taiLfeatliera tipped with white; loros velvety 
black and a broad sup^rciliuin wliite; the centre of the abdomen, 
vent and tbigh-coverts wbit^ or mixed wliite and slaty grey ; 
under tail-coverts broadly edged and tipped with white ; axillaries 
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wijite tipped witli blackish and under wing-coverts ashy black 
tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet greeiiisli yellow to pale yellow or yellow-horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 2d0iimi.; wing 114 to 
124 inm.; tail 7H to 85 nun.; tarsus about liOinm.; culmen 
about 2(f nun. 

Female. Whole upper plumage rich rui’escent olive-brown, 
more rnif)us on the tail and edtres of primaries; wing-coverts 
tipfied with bull; a narrow supercilium, sides of head and ear- 
coverts mottled buff and dark brown ; lores and a streak from the 
gonys dark brown; chin and throat huff; breast bright pale 
rufous-butT tipped and ed^ed with brown; lower breast white, 
similarly marked ; ceiitn* of abdomen more or less white; Hanks 
oliv(i-brown i>arrHd faintly with darker brown ; undtu* tail coverts 
white with hroatl brown marks on either sid*^ of the bases ; tail- 
feathers 1ip|)<Ml with white on the three outer pairs ; axillaries wliite 
tipped with brown and under wing-coverts olive-brov^n tipped 
with whit(‘. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brov^ n, 
the ]>ase of the l()W(*r mandible pale yellow; legs and feet orange- 
yellow. 

Measurements as in the male. 

Young male like tlie female but upper plmuage as in male and 
tlie edges to tie* feathers 1 h*1ow more slate-gr(*y tlian brown. 

Nestling. Brown above, tipped and centred on each feather 
with pah* rnfous-l)utf; below rufous broadly barred with black. 

Distribution. Bre«*diiig in Central Siberia and wandering South 
in winter to India, Burma and Western China and there is a 
ty})ical speciim*n lu the British Museiun collection from Sumatra. 
This race ami tlie next \t*ry witlely overla]) in their winter 
quarters and lliere an* many places in which both birds have 
been taken aluurst at tin* same time, as, for instance, Xwalai )0 in 
Southern Burtmi. 'fliere is seldom, howev(*r, any dilliculty in 
assigning any individual to its ]>roper subspecies. It has occurred 
as far west as (ireat Britain and France. 

Nidiftcation. Does not differ from that of the better known 
Japamse form, tin* next bird. In Central Siberia it breeds late 
in dune hetw’een latitudes iS<»rth (HC and ()8“. 

Habits. Similar to those of Davison's (Iround-Thrush. 


Geocichla sibirica davisoni. 

Day isox s nuor>n)-THurfaii. 

Turdu/us (hvisimi Hume, S. F., v, p. H3 (1877) (Muleyit). 

Vernacular names. Mdnile-jiro, Tomt nignmi (Japan.). 

L 2 
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Description.—Adult male. Similar to the Siberian Ground- 
Thrush but blacker and without any white tips to the under 
tail-coveris or with these tips very narrow and tlie ubdoiuen all 
slaty grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in llie preceding bird. 

Measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird ; wing 
119 to 128 nun.; tail 87 to 90 nmi. 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan and migrating South in winter 
to China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Assnn>. 

Nididcation. Davison's Ground-Thrusb breeds in great numbers 
in Japun, where the late Alan Owston obtained many nests and 
eggs. Jt lays in 3Iay and June, making a rather massive, untidy 
nest of grass, dead leaves and roots, litied w ith rtmd and w itii an 
inner lining of coars^^ grass and roots. As a rule the rn-st is plac<*d 
in a low' tree, often a fruit-tree in an on-hard, laMween '> and 
20 feet from the ground. The eggs, w hicb numlau* four tn* 
five, are very pale in ground-colour, varying from bluish while to 
pale cream or stone-colour, the latter qiiitt? exceptional. The 
markings consist of specks and speckles rather sparsely scattered 
all over the surface of tlie egg like those of a w caKly-marked 
Blackbird's egg. Krytliristic eggs are rare, and e(ju.illy rare are 
those like washed-out sp(‘cimens of eggs of the .Missel-Tlirush. 
Sixty e<;gs average 29‘r> x 20*8 mm. : maxima 33*0x21-2 and 
28*4 X 23*0 mm.; minima 26’3 x 20-U arul 28 0 x 19*3 finn. 

Habits. Apparently very much the same as tho*»e of our Iridinn 
Ground-l'hrushes. 'Fhey seek tlieir food almost entirely on tin* 
ground and keep to well-wooded cotintry and forest, but Mr. 
Owston informed me that they are not particularly shy or secretive 
birds and also that, unlike our Georichlan^ they ha\e a sweet, full- 
toned song. 


Geocichla citrina Citii., I7!«i. 


Ketf tu 

A. Median wing-coverts broadly tipptMl 

witli while. 

a. (’bin and iliroat chestnut lik^* iln- 

breast .. 

h. Chin and tl»rimt w Jiite . 

B. Median wir»g-covert.'< w ithout white tips. 

(\ Chin and throat che.-^tmit. 

il. Clnii iintl throat white. 

e. Chin white, tliroat chestnut. 


<r. c. citritm, p. I4H. 

G. r. ri/anotis, p. loO. 

fr. c. ifiiifjfntft, p. 151. 

6r. c, alito^uIttrU, p. lA'l. 
O. r. awlujndneti'iis^ p, 15:.'. 


(587) Oeocichla citrina citrina. 

The OuA.vGE-HEADEi) GnouMJ-Tiifirsii. 

Turdnx citrinvji l.»ath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 350 (17iX)) (Caclmr,). 
Geocichla vitrina. Blanf, k Oale.M, li, p. 140. 

Vernacular names. Daoknt-gajaiiiaha (Caclmri). 
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Description.—Adult male. Whole head and lower parts to vent 
oi*ang»--che8tniit, darkest on the head and paler below, tlie centre 
of' the ubdoineii sometimes almost albescent; upper plumage and 
wing-coverts dark bluish grey, each feather edged paler, a 
conspicuous wing-spot of while formed by the broad white tips 
of the median wing-coverts : primari^*s and outer secondaries 
blackish brown, edged e‘Xternally with pale blue-grey; tail dark 
brown, faintly cross-raN'ed and with the central featliers tinged 
witli bliie-grey ; vent and under t.iil-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris ha/.el to deep brown ; bill dark 
horny brown ; legs and feet creamy yellow to llesby pink. 

Measurements. 'I’otal length about 22r> nnn.; wing 10;^(onej 
and 109 to 121 min.; tail 67 to (>9 mm.; tarsus about ‘SS mm. ; 
culmen about 19 to 20 inm. 

Female. Like llie male but with the upper jilurnage (wings and 
tail) olive-brown instead of blue-grey, the feathers faintly edged 
with ulivc-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 100 to lot; mm. 

Nestling. Above dark brown, the feathers with pale central 
striie, the liwid and mantle orange-brown with darker edges and 
pale centres, tlie lower plumage dull pale orange-white heavily 
harnMl with lilack. Young mah's acquire tlie blue upper plumage 
direct from the nestling jilninage and fiave no intermtohate plumage 
like that <)f tlie feinalo. d'he median wing-eoverts are tipped with 
buff instead of white. It is interesting to note that young birds 
show signs of the two black cheek-bars so conspicuous in adult 
G, c. vtfanot 'iH, 

Distribution. 'Die Himalayas from Murree, Simla, and Garhwal 
to AN’^ain, veiw rare in the West and getting inore and more 
common to the hkisl, almost the wliole of Lurina to the 
extreme South of Tenasserim. East to the Shan States, Siam, 
I^angbian JV.tk in Atmam (llohinsoa 4* Kfoss) and Yunnan. 
In Imlia in winter it moves t(» the foot-hills of tl)e Himalayas 
and adjacent plains, and individuals often w ander far afield. Thus 
in tile Museum there arc typical spt‘cimens from Mirzapur, Kaipur, 
Madras and one from Ceylon and three others from this island are 
in tiie Colombo Museum. Recently Robinson and Ivloss have also 
recorded it from Sumatra, lii Bengal they are not very rare in 
Dewmber and danuary and tiiey i*ome well into the Behar 
Plains. Birds from Szechuan are nearer to G. c, aunDiaculata 
from Huin.aii, but much bigger with wings measuring 108 to 
113 mm. 

NidificatioXL TheOrange-headedG round-Thrush breeds through¬ 
out its range between 1,000 or 2,000 and 5,000 feet, oecasion^ly 
a little higher than this. It lays principally in May and June but 
frequently also iti July, whilst I found fresh eggs as late as the en<l 
of August. The nest varies considerably. It is cup-shaped and 
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rather sliallow, the materials conslstiujo: of fine twigs, grass, 
dead leaves, scraps of bracken and invariably a considerable 
amount of green moss outside and a lining of line roots and fern 
rachides. JSometimes it is neat and coin])aet and sometimes very 
loosely put together and untidy. It is placed in l)igl» biislies or 
small trees at any height from the ground between M and 
15 feet. The eggs number three or four, rarely live, lu 
colour tliey vary from pale greeu-bliie, pinkish stone, or cream, 
whilst the markings vary from freckles of reddish brow n profusely 
distributed all over the egg as in a Blackbird’s to quite bold blotches 
and spots of rich reddisli purple with tlie pale ground show ing up 
w’ell between tliem. Tl»ey are in fact like many otlier Indian 
Thrushes’ eggs such as Turdns dissimilis but differ from all these 
in their glossy surface and hard, close texture. One liiindred 
eggs average :^5-Gxl9*3 mm.: maxima 27‘7 X 20-0 and 25*5 x 
21*3 mm.; minima 21*0 x 18*5 and 27 ^1 X 17T mm. 

Habits. This Ground-Thrush is essentially a bird of deep forest, 
though it is sometimes found in the thin cover on recently deserted 
patches of cultivation or in bamboo-jungle. It prefers dee[s shady 
forests of evergreen eharacter with an undergrow th of bushes, ferns 
and luxuriant wet green growtlis, where it })otterH about on the 
ground in its search for berries and insects. The cre\ ices hetwe<‘n 
the mo>s-co\ered boulders it laints for beeth‘s and sj)id(*rs, and the 
fallen leave.s and lubbisli it turns over and over for tin* same 
purpose. It has a few sweet notes in the breeding-season, hardly 
rising to a song and it has aLso some (juite harsh notes as well. 
It is a tropical 'I'lirush and is only found in hot forests from <>.(»()(t 
feet almost to the foot-hills in Summer and well into the adjacent 
Plains in Winter. At the same time it is not inigiatory in the 
true sense of the word, though individuals may wander very far 
from their usual haunts. 


(588) Geocichla citrina cyanotis. 

Thk AVuite-tiiruated Guouxd-Thkl'su. 

Turdus cyanotis Jard, & 8flby, Ill. Orii., i, pi. xlvi (1828) (Nilgiris). 

Gtockhla cyauonotus. Blanf. & Gates, ii, p. ItiU. 

Yernacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Cldn, throat, lores and lore-mck 
white; cheeks and centre of ear-coverts white; u broad brown 
line running from above the eye oblicjuely through the cheeks and 
turning to orange on the »ide> of the fore-neck ; anterior ear- 
coverts dark blackish-brown, tipped with white. 

Bemaiuder of plumage like that of (J. c. citrina, but tlie orange 
darker and duller and suffused with olive on the crown. 

Ck>lour8 of soft parts as irt G. r. citnna. 

Measurements. Wing lOO to 112 mm.; tail 02 to 69 mm.; 
tarsus 29 mm,; culinen 19 to 20 mm. 
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Female differs from the male in the same respects as does tlie 
female of the Orange headed Ground-Thrush. Wing 104 to 
109 mm. 

Nestling similar to those of the otlier races but with the white 
throat and brown clmek-bars well defined. 

Distribution. Oates gives this Thrush’s distribution as India 
South of latitude but it seems to be eontined almost entirely 
to Western India, wdiere it is common from the South of Travan- 
core to North Kanara and theiico to Nasik and Khandesh. Its 
Eastern limits still reipiire working out. 

Nidification. 'fins Thrush breeds in Travancore in May and June. 
Davidson in Kanara found eggs from M.»y to July; Vidal took 
them in the Southern Koid<an in June, July and August and Mr. 
Morgan as late as August and Septeinher. The nest only differs 
from that of (>, c. citrina in having a certain amount of mud used in 
its constnietion and tlie eggs only vary fr(nn those of that bird in 
being, on the whole, mindi less riclilv marked. Three eggs seem 
often to form a full clutch and two only are s{)inetinies laid. 
Forty egixs avera<:e 25-0 xlH*.') min.: maxima 27 0x 19 1 and 
25*1 X 19*2 inrn.: luiniina 22 0x 1^*1 and 2‘k5 x 18 0. 

They breed between aliout Ijbai an<l 5.000 feet. 

Many observers liave remarked the plu<*k of tiiese birds in 
defending their nests against marauders w hellier human, mammals 
or other birds. 

Habits. Similar to those of the ()range-ht^'lded Ground-Thrush 
but. it. appears to b*^ a mucli more familiar bird, haunting and even 
breeding in gardens and on hanls as vvtdl as in deep forest. They 
are very crepuscular in their habits as are all GeociMas and seem 
to rest through all the hotter hours of the dav. 


(5S0) Geocichla citrina innotata. 

Thk Mai.ay Gk<»um>-Tukl«u. 

Gfocif'hit tfiyiotota Hlytli, J. v\. S. H., xv, p. ii70 (1846) (Malay 
IVniiiiMila); Blaiif A Oates, ii, p. I4l. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to the Orange-headed 
Ground-Thrush but with the orange*rufous dee|ier and richer 
everywhere and with no white wing-^pot. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill horny-black, 
sometimes tinged with plumbeous, the base of the lower mandible 
fleshy yellow ; legs and feet fleshy yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 122 mm.; tail 63 to 71 mm.; 
tarsus 32 min.; culmeii 20 to 21 mm. 

Female differs from the male in the same way as it does in the 
other races but average.s a trifle smaller. 
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Bistribntioii. The distribution of this race is not easy to work 
out owing to so many individuals being indeterminate over so 
great an extent of country. Thus individuals of 0, c. citnna and 
G. c. innotata have both been obtained from Langbian Pe»ak, 
Aunam {Robinson ^ KIoss), Bankasoon, TIunnigyah, Klong- 
bang-lai and otlier places in the central portions of its range. 
Konglily speaking it is found Soutli of Tavoy down the Malay 
Peninsula as far 8outh as Malacca. Birds from Koh Kul Is., 
8outh-Iuist Siam seem to be typical innotata. 

Nidiflcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Orange-heiided Ground- 
Thrush. 


(;)!t0) GeocicMa citrina andamanensis. 

Tuk Andam.vn Ground-T il hush. 

Oeftcichla andammen^^is Wald., A. M. N. II., (1) xiv, p. loti (1871) 
(Andamans); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 

Vernacular names. None n corded. 

Description.- Adult male. Differs from G. r. n/Wnu in having 
tlu* chestnut iveryuhere much richer and (hn^j/er and in having 
the chin white or whitisli and the centn* of tlie throat im-liiictl to 
be albt^scent. There are nearly alway.s distinct signs of two eht‘ek- 
bars representing tlio blackish bars on ctfanofis. 

Colours of soft parts as ill 0,c. citrina. 'riie base of the bill 
according to Davison is sometiim s pale plumlH ous. 

Measurements. Wing lOo to mm.; tail to 71 mm.; 
tarsu-s idO to Si mm. ; culim n about mm. 

Female has the blue-grey of the upper parts replaced by olive- 
green as in the other races. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements practically the same as in the mule. 

Nestling as in the Orange - headed Ground - Thrush but 
darker. 

Distribution. The Andaman Islands only. 

Nidiflcation. Breed commonly in the Andamans during May 
and June, during whieii month many nest.s wore found by Messrs, 
B, B. Osmaston, P. Wickham and A. Anderson. The nest and 
eggs are not distinguishable from those of the Indian bird but 
perhaps the latter are not quite .so riidily coloured. Fifty eggs 
average 25 2x 18*7 mm.: maxima 27 Ox 18*0 and 25*7 X 19 3 inm.; 
minima 23'Ox 18*0 and 2(H)x 17‘6 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races. 
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(591) Oeocicbla citrina 

The Nicobar Ground-Theush. 

Oeoctchla alhogiilari» lilyth, J. A. 8. B., xvi, p. 146 (1847) (Nicobars). 

Oeocichla albigulann. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 142. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male and female differ respectively from 
the same sexes of the* prer^nlinj:; bird in having the chin, throat and 
fore-noek bite and in liaving the chestnut even richer and deeper 
than in that bird ; the dark clieek-stripes are just noticeable and 
the intermediary area 8(Mnetimes uliitisli, though never white as 
in cyanotia. 

Colours of soft parts as in G. c. citrina. 

Measurements. Wing 10t> to OK) nun.; tail G6 to 72 mm.; 
tarsus JO nun.; culinen about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Xicuhars only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus ARCEUTHORNIS. 

Knup, SKizz. Kntw, (lesch, Nat. Syst., p. '.>*} (1829). 

'Pype, Arcruthonns pilaris, 

Idle Thrushes of this genus ( Tarda^ amt.) are very closely allied 
both to Turdas atid Gtocichhi, 'Phey contain lliree birds which 
are found in India in which the .sexes are alike—the under wing- 
eoverls and axillaries are of on<? colour and there is no pattern on 
the underside of the wing. 'I'he wing and tail are both long, 
though their comparative lengtiis vary siightlv, and the latter is 
slightly gradual( h 1. The hill is smaller than in Tardus: the tarsi 
equally strong and well developed. 

The" Indian race of the Missel-Thrush is more or less sedentary ; 
the other two species (the Fieldfare and Hedwing) are very widely 
distrilmteil and are migratory. They seek their tood both on the 
groutid and on trees. 

.^s already shown, the name Tardus refers to the Thrushes of 
llie nuriila type and thertdore cannot be used for the Missel- 
Thrushes exeopt by tliose ornithologists who unite all these genera 
in one. The next earliest name is Arccuthoniis of Kauj), which 
will therefore have to be used. 

Keg to Species. 

A. Under wiug-covorU and axillaries white. 

a. Crown and mantle brown.•. A. viscironoi, p. 154. 

h. Crown slaty-grey, mantis rufous.4. ;)iV«n>, p. 155. 

B. Under wiiig-covort.s and axillaries rufous .... .4. muficaSy p. 166 
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Arceuthornis viscivorus Linn., 1758. 

Tvpe-locality : Europe, restricted to Sweden. 

(502) Arceuthornis viscivorus bonapartei. 

The HIMALAYAN' IMissel-Tuklsh. 

Tttnhfs hofiapttriet Verr., Xtmv. Arch. 31 us. I'aris, vi, Bull. p. 34 
(1870) (Mupiii). 

Turdtts vi<civontK. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 148, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage palegre\i.vh hroun, with a 
very faint tinge of ochraceous, sometiiiu H absent and lu arly al^^uvs 
rather more pronounced on the rump and u])per tail-co\eits ; tail 
brown, the feathers, unless abraded, narrowly edge<i uiih vOiitisli 
and the outer tail-feathei*s tipped with white, this extending well 
down the inner web; wings brown, the median and greater 



Fig. 18,- Bend of A. fnttiapartei. 


coverts and all the ijuills edged with .snndy-M bite; lores and 
round the eyes sandy-white; <‘ar-eoverts brown streaked with 
sandy; lower plumage pale bnfl\ the chin and the middh* of the 
throat nearly white anti spotless, the remainder holdly spotted 
with dark brown, the sjiots triangular on the upper hrea.st and 
aides of the ht ad and neck, round elsew here. Axillaries and under 
wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above dark horny- 
brown, sometimes a little paler at the base, below yellowish at tlie 
base, dark brown on the terminal third ; legs and feet pale yellowish 
brown, tlie claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length ab<jut JjoO rum.; wing IhO to 
176 mhi.; tail 110 to 125 inm.; tarsus 23 to 25 mm.; culmen 
about 22 to 24 mm. 

This form of Missel-Thrush differs frtun true A, v, vigdvorus in 
l)6ing larger and much paler, especially above. The European 
MissebTlirusb is an almost rufous-brown above and the ochre is 
much more distinct. 
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The Young bird has the feathers of the upper parts tipped 
with black and with white centres, dull on tile head, boldly 
marked elsewhere. 

Distribution. From iVanscaspia tbrougii Central Asia, South 
to the Himalayas as tar Kast as Nepal and North-Ejist as far as 
Jiuke Baikal. 

Nidification. Jhis ^lissel-Thrush breeds throughout its range 
in May and June and coininouly in the Western Himalayas from 
Chitral to (hirhwal hei ween 0,000 to 10,000 feet but not oftVn below 
S,000 feet. J ho nest is made of Ieav«\s, grass, bracken and fern- 
Irouds, and is lined with mud and an inner lining of roots and 
grass. It is a big, heavy adair some S or 10 inches in diameter 
and is placed on trees g<‘uerallv some 4 to lO feel from the 
ground, llie eggs are just like those of tlie Common Missel-Thrush 
and tiftv eg^s average :H*:Ix 1;:^-4 mm. : maxima 34 0 X 23*0 and 
304ix23-6 inm.; minima 27*4 X 21-1 and 28*5x20*7 mm. 

Habits. 1 h(* Hiinalayau Missel-Thrush is not migi*atorv and 
even in Winter is never found \e.rv low down in the hills and 
never wand(U*s into the Plain.s. Its habits are tln^se of its 
European cousin, ratlier shy yet haunting groves and orchards in 
the vicinity (»f buildings as w»*ll as w ilder country. It is a tine 
songster, thouLdi it aKo has many harsh call-not(*s. Its food 
consists ol iii'^tH-ts ot all kimls, and snails, slugs, worms and 
berries. 


(5b3) Arceiithornis pilaris. 

Tun FiELDi ARi:. 

Turdns pilaris lann., S, X., i, p. 1(>8 (1758) (.Sweden); Blanf. vV: 
(hites, ii, p. lot). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, neck, extnnue uj>per back, rump and upper 
tail-coverU slaty-grey, the feathers of the forehead and erown 
with black centres and the rum[> witli white shafts; back and 
scapulars dark chestnut-brown, mottled, more or less, with 
blackish and dull white; tail dark brown, the outer feathers 
narrowly edged with white at the tips; wing-co\erts dull 
chestnut-brown with pale edges; uingler, greater coxerts and 
quills dark brow n with pale edges; the innermost secondaries all 
grey on the outer web; lores and cheeks dark l>row n or black; 
ear-ooverts like the crown ; a very faint trace of a supercilium ; 
t'hin, throat and breast rufous buli', darkest on tin* breast, the 
chin unspotteil, the rest boldly streaked with black ; remainder of 
lower plumage white, tlie Hanks anti sometimes the lower breast 
with bold black erescentic bars or spots of black. In some 
specimens a certain amount of rufous or bnlT also extends to these 
parts. Axillarics and under wing-coverts white, occasionally with 
brown centn*s. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel 1o deep brown; bill yaWow 
vritli a black tip ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about :280 niin.; wing 140 to 
inni.; tail 110 to 118 inin.; tarsus about 113 to 35 inin.; 
culmen 20 to 22 inm. 

The Young bird is like the adult but has the centre of the 
back, coverts and scapulars streaked with fulvous and with black 
edges to the leathers. 

Distribution. Breeding in Northern Hiirope Iroin the Tarot‘s, 
Norway and Sweden, North Hussia, rarely North Germany and 
Central Kussia, Siberia East to the Venesei and, less commonly, 
further b^ist to Dauria. In Winter it migrates south to Northern 
Africa and South-West Asia to Kashmir and North-West India. 

Nidification. This Thrush breeds in scattered colonies, making 
a very large untidy nest of leaves, grass, twigv^, etc., mud and grass 
lined, which it places on a tree or hush often in a most conspicuous 
position. The eggs number four to six and are like richly- 
coloured and boldly-marked Blacklurd egg>. Ilartert gi\es the 
average of lifty-nine eggs as 28*4 x 21*0 mm. : maxima 33*5 x 23'4 
mm.; minima 26*3 X 20*5 aud 28 U x 19 5 mm. 

They breed from the last few days of .May to late in dune. 

Habits. This bird, which is only fouttd as a very rare straggler 
within Indian limits (Simla, Jenhn; Kashmir, Achinis and 
Saharatjpur, is a hini of well-wooded and cultivated 

localities. Its so!ig is a very p«»or oiu^ and its cull-iiotes loud and 
harsh. It fee(N, like of the g<‘miH, on both berries and 

insects. 

(594) Arceuthornis musicus. 

Thk l{EIHVf.\(i. 

Tnrdun v\u»v\ls Idnn,, S. X., i, p. (IT-'H) (Sweden). 

Furrius iliat'tiH. Jllanf. \ ()ate'», li, }>. 1«>0. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole up|>er plumage and tail olive-brown, darkest 
on tb»? head, palest on the upper taiI-<*overtM; a broad snpercilium 
buff ; wings dark brown, the feathers edged with pale rufescent 
olive-brown ; lores and ear-co\ert8 deep brown, the latter with 
faint pale central .stria*; flanks, und^u* wing-coverls and axillaries 
chestnut; under surface white suffused w ith buff on the breast 
and sides and streaked with brown, w hich is almost black on the 
throat and sides of the neck. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; u])per mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible dark at the tip, fleshy horny at the base; 
legs fleshy grey-brown. 

Measurements. Total length ahotit 230 to 240 inin.; wing 110 
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to 120 njm.; tail 70 to 84 mm.; tarsus about 30 inm.; culmen 18 
to 20 mm. 

The Young bird has the feathers of the upper parts, the 
wing’Coverts and inner secondaries streaked with fulvous and 
those of the back and scapulars also tipped with black ; the under- 
parts are dull white barred and spotted with blackisii. 

Distribution. Iceland, Northern Europe as far South as Nortli 
Germany and Central Jtussia Ea^t to the Pacitic but getting less 
common East of the Yenesei. Jn Winter it migrates South to tln^ 
Canaries, Northern Africa, Palestine, [\‘rsia and Turkestan. A 
doubtful straggler into India. J«tidon recorded it as iiaving been 
obtained in the N. W. II iinalayas*and al>o that Jiieur. Trotter hacl 
infonntMi him that it wu'; a regular visitor at Kohat. Magrath, 
Whitehead, llaringtoii and others have quite failed to contirm 
this latter statement. 

Nididcation. 'Fhe Redwing malo's a nest which is a small, near 
replica of the Fieldfare's, hut it does not nest in colonies and 
selects as a site some low bush or shrub where the tiest is very 
inconspicuous and, at times, it inen builds it on the ground. The 
eggs an* like small Hlackliird’s ainl do not vary nearly as much 
as the Fieldfare’s do. llarlert gi\es the average of tifty eggs as 
25*^ X mm.: maxima 27*8x19*8 and 20*2x200 min.: 
minima 23*5 x 19'0 mm. and 20*0x17*5 mm. 

'rin‘y lay four to six eggs and breed principally in June. 

Habits. Tlie Redwing F a frtH]uenter of more heavily-wooded 
areas than the Fi(ddfare and is seldom seen in open, treeless 
<‘ountry. It.s s<ing is swetu but not very powerful. 


Genus OREOCINCLA, 

(lould, P. Z. 8., p. 11“>. 

Type, Oreocinchi nux\i-hoUand'nr {=zh(mdat(i). 

In the genus Orfocincla tin* .sexes are alike; the under wing- 
coverts and axillaries are. each of two colours, those on the axillaries 
lieing transposed or reversed on the under wing-coverts: the 
lower pinmage is spotted or marked witii straight or somewhat 
crescentic bars; the rictal bristles are few and contined to the 
gape. The tail is short and the under tail-eoverts ample. There 
is a distinet colour palterii in the underside of the wing. 

The majority of the membm-.s of this genus are sedentary but 
aurm is migratory with resilient geographical race.s. 

Tlie bill varies very greatly in si/e and shape, in .some being 
Hinall and shaped muclt as in Ttmlus, whilst in some, as in 
0. imhricata and 0. nil^iricnjdSf it is very long and heavy, very like 
the bill in the Thruslies of the genus Zoothera. 
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Keif to Species. 

A. Feathers of uj)per plumage boldly tipped with 


crescentic black bars. 

a. Tail of feathers. (). dauma, p. 158. 

b. Tail of 14 feathers. O. aurea^ p. iOl. 

B. Feathers of upper plunmjii* without dark lip. 

c. Lower pluuuige with black crescentic tips . . O. p. 162. 

(I. J.,ower plumage with black fan-shaped spots. O. spi/opfi ra, p. 165. 


Oreocincla dauma. 

Kep to Subspectis. 

A Oround-colour of lower plumage almost 
white. 

a. I'pj>er parts much ])aler and fulvous sp()ts 

dominant. (), d, daunia. p. 158. 

b. Upper parts much dark«*r and fuh uU' spots 

obsolete . . O. d. nih/irietisis^ p. 159. 

B. Ground-colour of li»woi plumaire ochra- 

ceous-bulT . O. (L inJfricatUj p. ItJO. 

(595) Oreocincla dauma dauma. 

ThK SmALI.-UU.LKI) MoCNTAIN-TniiCSU. 

Turdus dauma Lath., Ind. Ortu, i. p. •»62 (ITiHI) (India). 

Oreocimia dauma. Blnnt. & Oalos, ii, jn Log. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. In Winter (he whole upper pliuunge is ochraceous- 
brovvn. each feather \x itli a terminal crescentic black bar ami a 
s'ubterminal trolden-fulvous spot ; lesser w ing-covtn ts dark hruvMi 
with hold fuKous tips, im‘diaii coverts witli fulvous tij)s and edges 
and greater coverts with tiie central portion of tlie out<*r wei>s 
fulvous ; quills brown edged with fulvou" and the inner secondaries 
narrowly tipped witli lire same; tail, lateral feathers dark brown 
fadirtg to whitey-brown on the out<‘rmost and tipped with white, 
central four feathers olive-brown ; sidt‘8 of the head fulvijus spotted 
with black and with a black patch formed hy the tips of the ear- 
coverts ; below white tinged with fulvntis, especially on the hretist, 
in varying degree and barred on side.s of neck, the breast, flanks 
and all but the centre of the abdomen with crescentic tips of 
black ; axiilaries w bite and black, reversed on the under wing- 
covert g. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brow n; bill, upper 
mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible |)a]e horny-brown, 
dark at the tip; legs and feet pale fleshy to horny white. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing LIO to 
149 mm.; tail 93 to 103 inm.; tarsus 33 to 34 inm.; culnien 29 
to 30 mm. 

Young birds are very like the adults, but the black markings 
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are more in the nature of bars than crescentic squamations and 
lije general rufous tinge is deeper. 

In Summer the colour is much duller and the marks less 
prominent. 

Distribution. In Summer it Irecjnents the Himalayas from 
Hazara to Assam above cS.OOn ^e^*t; the mountains of Central 
Hurma to renasserim and \ortli-Kast Jhirrna. In Winter it 
straggles into various parts of the Plains of North-West India, but 
for the most part ke<q>s to the foot-hills and the country immedi¬ 
ately adjacent. Possilily Jerdon's record from the \V 3 'naad sliould 
refer to tlie next hinl, 

Nidification. This Alountain-Thmsh breeds, during May and 
June, in the Himalayas I rom the exlnom* West at least as far 
I'iast iis the .Mishmi Hills at heiirhts hetwe-n 7,000 and lo,000 feet. 
The nest is made chiefly of gre *n moss mixed witli leaves, roots 
and grass, smd lined with line roots and in sha[)e is a wide, rather 
sluillow.cup. As a rule it is ])!aced some 5 to Hi feet up in a 
den'^(‘lY-f<>liag(‘d tr» e sucii as a rhodo<leiuiron. 'Die eixgs number 
three or four, ino-'t oft(Ui t lie former. In ('olonr they are a jiale clay 
tir vndlowish green, but in most cases tliey are so closely freckletl 
over with pale reddish that tiie general elYt*ct is an almost urii- 
(‘tiloiirerl dark clay or rtMhiish egg. In a few s[)ecimens the 
blotches are more distimjt and larger and in the^ie the ground¬ 
colour slows iij) more. Twamlv tgLis average ^h)r)x22*‘J nun.: 
maxima 33 0 x 2'J'\ and 31-3 x 23 6 mm.; minima 29 0 X 23*4 and 
20 :; X 20-8 mm. 

Habits. The Small-hilled Monniain-Tiirush is a bird of deep 
forests, especially haunting such as have miicli broken ground and 
largt* moss-cov(n*ed boulders and rocks, among>t wliich they 
ijuietlv hunt for insects and berries. I'hey are almost entirely 
gronnd-h**‘d(‘rs, slinking ahoni under the hushes and among the 
rocks ill a sliy, retiring mann»‘r, thongl) they do not seem to shun 
()hs(*r\ation in the <‘old weather. In the l)reeiling-s(‘ason Rattray 
dtesenbt's them as v(‘ry shy. They are said to have a hue song, 
hut no recent observer seems to liave heard tiiis song and birds 
ol)ser\ed by my>elf were always extraordinarily ijuiei. 

Oreocincla dauma nilgiriensis. 

Tin; Niuiim THnisii. 

Orrocinrhi fiilf/lnensis lllyth, J. A. S. IC, xvi, p. 141 (1847) 
(Nilgiris) ; bhnif. & Oates, ii, p. 153. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. ISimilar to 0. d. ihtnma but much darker above, the 
golden-fulvous spots hardly apparent and the black bars iu IcvSS 
contrast. Below, tlie fulvous tinge is less in evidence. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Small-billed Mountain-Thrush. 
The legs and feet are said to be more ileshy iu colour. 
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Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 124 to 
136 inrn.; tail 81 to 92 min.; tarsus 28 to 29 imn.; culmen 27 to 
29 mm. 

Distribution. The Hill ranges of Southern India from the 
Nilgiris to Central Travancore between 2,000 feet and the highest 
hills. 

Nidification. The Nilgiri Thrush breeds in the Nilgiris in May 
and June, making a very compact well-built nest of moss, roots, 
leaves and grass, lined with line roots and placed on trees any 
height between 5 and 25 feet from the ground. 'Flie site 
selected is always one in a well-wooded *‘shola.” The eggs number 
two only and are indistinguishable from tliose of the last bird. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Small-hilled Mountain-Thrush. 
Its reported musical abilities seem to have been given to it hv 
mistake, for Cardew, who knew this bird very well, >ays that, during 
a long residence ill Ooty, in a house adjoining a shola in which they 
bred, he never heard it sing once. It seems to be an even more 
quiet, shy and retiring bird than the last. 


(5ii7) Oreocincla dauma imbricata. 

Thk Ceylon Tiikush. 

Zoothera ituhrUata Layard, A. M. N. 11., (2) xiii, p. 212 (1854) 
(CVylon). 

OreocincUi inihricata. Dlanf, Gate.**, ii, p. 151. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to 0, d. aihjirUnsh hut still darker above 
and with ilie lov^er jiarts rufous-buff, instead of white and with the 
crescentic blaek edges narrower. The tail i.s practically without 
any white tip or edging. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark brown, paler 
oil the ba.se of the lower mandible; legs and feet fleshy or bluish 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 24o mm.; wdng lid to 
127 mm.; tail 75 to 78 mm,; tarsus about 27 min.; culmen 26 to 
27 ram. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Captain Aldworth found a nest and egg of this 
Thrush on the Bhopal Range on the 14th ot April, 1911, and 
Mr. Tunnard lias again found a nest on the 9th of August, 1922, 
the .same birds building a second nest in September. The nests are 
big, bulky cups made of moss and fern-leaves, lined with fine 
black roots without any mud. Apparently they are phured either 
in forest or in trees in tea cultivation some 10 to 20 feet from the 
ground. They lay one or two eggs only of the same type as 
others of this genus but paler and greener and w ith a few more 
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deHnite 8[>eck8 of reddish brown. An egg given me by Captain 
Aldworth measures 35**2 x 22*0 mm. 

Habits. Th*^ Ceylon Tliriish is found from 3,000 to the highest 
peaks, frequenting both heavy forest and more open country, and 
it seems to he especially fond of strips of forest in and about 
tea gardens and colfee j)lantatioiis. It is a shy', retiring bird, 
feeding principally on the ground and it has a comparatively 
feeble lliglit. 


(508) Oreocincla aurea aurea. 

White's Thrush. 

Tttrdm aureus Ilolandre, F. de M. Ann. de la Moseile, 1825, p. 60 
(Metz). 

Oreuanela ran’a. Ihanf. & Oates, ii, p. 153, footnote. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Exactly like Oreocincla daiirna dauuia but larger 
and with 14 tiiil-h‘athers. 

Colours of soft parts as in that bird. 

Measurements, 'rotal length about 300 mm.; wing 150 to 
167 mm.; tail 112 to 118 mm.; tarsus about 35 to 37 mm.; 
culinen 25 to 28 luiu. 

Distribution. East Sil)eria from Lake Baikal to the Pacitie 
Ocean, Japan and Northern China. In Winter it migrates South 
to Formosa, South China, Burma and Assam. 

1 h.'ive kepi aurea as a full species distinct from dauma^ for the 
14 tail-featliers aic found constant in local races in Annam 
{amjustirOsiris) and .lava {hors/ieldi)^ which dilTer from aurea aurea 
in much the same way as imhricata and nihjirieiisis differ from 
daiann daania. In both these races t)»e pale spots are wanting 
above anti the bills differ in size. I cannot distinguish the 
so-<’alled hansii ( Formosa) from the tvpiail race. 

Kidification. White's Thrush breeds in con-siderahle numbers in 
Japan on the mountains between 2,0tK) feet and 4,000 feet during 
May and June. The ne^^t is descrilied as a big, compact cup of 
grass, moss and leaves hued with roots but with no mud. It is 
placed on low trees in thin forest some 10 or 15 feet from the 
ground. I'lie eggs usually' number four, rarely three or five. The 
ground-colour varies from very }>ale sea-green to a pale clay- 
eoloiir and the markings consist of freckles of reddish so numerous 
and tiny that the eggs seem unieoloured as are the eggs of 
O. dauiua, (lenerally in each clutch there is one egg with fewer, 
Imlder blotches contrasting well with the others. Fifty eggs 
average 33‘5 x 24*0 mm : ,maxima 36 0 X 24*8 and 33 4 x 25‘6 mm. ; 
minima 31*0 x 24*1 and 34*1 x 22*9 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is said to be a very shy, retiring bird but 
it is found both in forest and in semi-open country and orchards. 
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It feeds almost entirely on the ground and both on insects and 
berries. Its flight is strom^ and sustained and very swift, its 
note has been described as loud and sibilant, and (lodlewski says 
that it utters a inelanclioly whistle, dilKciilt to describe. 


Oreocincla mollissima. 

Hitiierto this S[)ecie8 has l>een divided into tuo so calleil species, 
O. }nollis»uit>t and O.duconi^ the latter laniifr said to differ in havinjj; 
a Ioniser tail and more conspicnonsly baneil u in^-coverts. 1 have 
shown in the Hulletin of the British (trnitholoi^ists’ C'lnb, xxxi, 
p. ^1, that these alleged differences an^ not specific er even 
snhspecitic; the two >nppo8eil l\>rms are touml throughout the 
same ran^e, i.e. from Chamba in the extreme North-East of India, 
to the South-East Shau ^States and (Viitral Burmese Hills, at the 
same elevation. 

A subspecies of this Oreocincla had, however, been overlooked 
until discoveretl by ('aptaiu C. 11. T. Wiiitehead on the t‘xtreme 
Nortii-East Af^dian-1iidian frontier. 

Key to tSuhsjyedes. 

A. U]>per parts rich olive-brown, lin;.^ed with 

lufoiis . O. ni. ]) l(;*i. 

B. I'ppt'i* pails ()live-;,^rey with no rufous 

tiiiyo . O. m, V'/nfc/irndi, p. ](].'». 

(\ Upp^T ]>Hrts iilive-hrown, ]!aler than in A 

and with tin^e. (). ni. sindn- n^i-s, p. 1(U. 

( 50 U) Oreocincla mollissima mollissima. 

The Pl.XIX-HACKEU Mul\NTAlN-d'llKlSH. 

TttrduA moUiAAniiHA Blvth, .1. A, S. B., xi, p. 1^8 ( ( Itarjeding). 

Ore ocincla nndliAnima. Jilanf. A t)a!«'s, n, p, ].■>!. 

Oreocincla dixoni Seebolim ; Blauf. A ()ate>, ii, p. loo. 

Vernacular names. Phanniok-lcioJc-idio (Eepclui); Tdvi htnrim 
(Bhutea). 

Description. Whole upper plumage rich olive-brown with a 
strung nifescent tinge in most specinien.s ; wing-feathers dark 
brown edged olive-hrowu ; the median and greater coverts tipped 
in varying degree with fulvous ; two central pairs of feathers olive- 
hrow 11 , outermost pair olive-brown with a black base and wiiite tip, 
iutermediate featfiers blackish with very narrow white tips; a 
ring of fulvous feathers round the eye; cheeks and ear-coverts 
mixed fulvous and black ; below ocliraceous changing to pure 
white on the abdomen, each feather with a terminal crescentic 
black band; under tail-coverts fulvous-white and brow n ; axillaries 
white broadly tipped with black; under wing-coverts black tipped 
with white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill borny-brovvn or blackish, 
the base oF the lower inaiulible paler ; legs and feet lleshy yellow 
or light yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length aljoiit ‘270 inni. ; wing 130 to 
1 IS nun.; tail 100 to 130 iniu. ; tarsus about 31 nun.; eulinen 
from true base 21^ to 27 mm., from feathers of forehead 21 to 
2-1 mm. 

As i have already noted in the llulletin, specimens from West 
oF Nepal are a more golden olive-brown than a ruFous olive-brown 
and in 7 )ios( cases ibis distinction sulfio.‘s to separate them, but 
many intlividuals overlap. 

The Young bird lias the head and mantle streaked with fulvous, 
the nmlerparts nuire heavily barred and tbe wing-coverts more 
broadly edged and tipped with Fulvous. 

Distribution. Nepal, Eastern Assam in the Himalayas, Chin 
and Kacbiii Hills, Hills of Central Jhirma to Northern Tenas- 
serim, North and South Shati States, Annarn, Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. At present unknown witli any certainty, but it is 
midoubtiMllV a fort'sl-brvetling bird, probably at elevations between 
and ll,<>>Mi foet and possibly up to the (^vlrenie limit of 
tbe forest-line some l,0(M) feet higher. A nest and eggs sent 
to me, said t'.) b dong to this species, are c(n*tainly those of a 'riirnsh 
oF st)!iie kind. Phe nest is a dt*ep, massive cnp oF green moss 
lined with bkick roots. The eggs are in ground-colour a dead 
whiti*, marked d-oisely at tbe large end and {)roFiisely elsewhere 
with specks, >pots anil blotches oF rediiish. Fbest^ ^^gg"^ average 
34*3 X 21*7) 111 n, More inFormation is re(juirt‘d before these eggs, 
taken in Sikkim, can be acce[)ted as correctly identified. 

Habits, riie Idain backed .Mountai:i-Thriish is Found in winter 
down to -4,0311 iVot in tin* Himalayas and the hills of South Assam 
but in .Summer not below ff*et and it probably does not breed 

even as low ms this. It is a shy, wild bird, haunting both deii^e 
and thin Forest and does not Feeil tiearly so much on the ground 
as tlo tin* birds oF the ilaunut group. It is, iiowever, a much 
stronger llier and in all its ways is muc’i more typically 'rbrusb- 
like than they are. 

Oreociiicla mollissima whiteheadi. 

\ViiiTKiiis\i)’s MorNTvix-Tiiiirsu. 

O/vo btc/c u'hitrhcii U Stuart Maker, Mull. M. O. C., wxi. p. 79 
(1913) (Kliagaii Valley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs From the preceding bird in having the 
wliole upper plumage olive-grev instead of rich olive niFescent 
brown; the underparts have no bright rufous tint, though one 
specimen has traces of ochre on tbe breast ; tbe feathers of the 
crown also liave well-marked pale shaft-stripes, 

m2 
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Colours of soft parts as in O. m. molissima. 

Measurements. Wing 142*5 to 150 min.; tail 95*4 to 98 mm.; 
culmen 21*0 mm. ; tarsus 30*4 mm. 

Yoi^g birds show the same comparative differences as do the 
adults, tliat is to say they are less rufous both above and below ; 
they are also more strongly striated and have tlie dark margins to 
the feathers of the upper parts more conspicuous. 

Distribution. At present only known from the extreme North- 
East of India on the Afghan Frontier at very high levels. 

Nidiffcation. Captain Whitehead found this bird breeding on 
cliffs above the forest level. They must be very early breeders, as 
young were living in June. An addled egg, presumably of this 
species, taken from a nest with young in the lirst week of May, 
measures 32*4 x 21*5 mm. It is pale yellow-cream in ground¬ 
colour and is rather richly spotted and speckled with bright 
reddish brown, it will probably prove lo be an abnormally 
coloured egg. 

The nest was like that of a Blackbird but was placed on a ledge 
of rock on a cliff. 

Habits. AVhitehead writes that this Thrush ‘‘differs entirely in 
its habits from 0. molllssim(tj which bird is an inhabitant of dense 
forests growing at a much lower (devation. This l)ir(l, on the 
contrary, frequents bare precipitous slopes above ibe limits of tree- 
growth at an elevation of 12,5(M) to 14,5oo feet, where it nests 
in clefts in the rocks on cliff's, rhe notes 1 heard it utter were 
similar to the rattling alarm-notes (like a policeman’s rattle) made 
by Mei^ida maxima, which occurs on the sanu* ground; also the 
single call-note, but I was too late in the season to hear its song. 
It was quite common in this one valley ( Kbagan), hut very wild 
and difticult to approach once the young ones could shift for 
themselves. As far as 1 could judge by observing (througli 
glasses), the male and female liiffered in no way fr(jm one another. 
Jn life tlie white bar bordered with black under the whig seemed 
to me very conspicuous. 

(601) Oreocincla moUissima simlaensis, subsp. nov. 

The Simla Plaix-backeu Thkish. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. iSimilar to 0,m, moUissima but paler, less rufescent 
above and with a more golden-rufous tinge. I’be difference in 
depth of colour between the three geographical races is very 
constant. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in 0. m. nwllissima. 

Type, c? No. 8(5.7.8.2317, Hume ColJ. (British Museum). 

Type-locality : Simla, Punjab. 

Distribution. North-West Himalayas from Garhwal and the 
Simla Hills to Cliamba below 14,000 feet. 
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Nidiftcation. Mr. S, L. AVhymper and later Captain K. E. 
Skinner found this bird breeding in Garhwal in the Duindar and 
Nila Valleys at 13,000 feet, almost at the limit of the forest-line. 
The nests were typical Blackbirds’ jiests, but without any rriud in 
their construction, placed on willows broken down by the snows. 
The eggs, always three only in number, are not the least like those 
of Oreochicla dmma but more like well-marked Blackbirds' ^ggs, 
though darker and more richly marked. Two clutches in my 
collection, with both of which the parent bird was obtained, 
measure only 29*3 x2T3 mm. The nests were taken in the end 
of June. 

Habits. Similar to those of 0. m. moUif^siina but ascending 
the hills to a much greater elevation and not descending nearly so 
low even in midwinter. Like 0. wi. mollusima it is a forest bird 
and is not found in the bare uplands where Whitehead's Thrush 
is alwavs found. 


(902) Oreocincla spiloptera. 

'fuE ^Spotted-WINGED Thrush. 

Oreocincla spiloptera Blytli, J. A. S. Jf., xvi, p. 142 (1847) (Ceylon) ; 
Hlnuf. iSc Oat**s. ii, ]). Ior>. 

Vernacular names. VaUarruhia (Ciiig.). 

Description. r|)j)er plumage, lesser wijig-coverts and quills 
russet-brown, the latter edged with olive-brown; median and 



Kig. 19,—Head of O, spHvptera. 


greater coverts blackish with bold white tips; tail-feathers russet- 
brown, the outer t\vo or three pairs with small white tips ; lores 
and a ring round the eye white; sides of head mixed black and 
white; lower plumage udiite, tinged with grey on tlie flanks and 
sides of breast and boldly spotted with fan-shaped black spots on 
the^breast, upper abdomen, flanks and sides of throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow’ii; bill horny-black, paler at the 
base of the lower mandible; legs and feel dusky bluish grey or 
greyish fleshy ” ( Lepije), 
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Meastirements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 93 to 
108 mm.; tail 74 to 78 mm.; tarsus about 34 mm.; culmeii 21 
to 22 mm. 

The Young bird has the upper parts streaked with fulvous and 
the lower surface, except the chin, fulvous ochreous instead ot 
white. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidihcation. According to Legge the breeding season extends 
from January to June and the nest is said to be made of twigs, 
roots, moss and grass, lined with line roots. It is placed on small 
trees and saplings at no great height from the ground in forest. 
The eggs apparently number two only and are very much like the 
eggs of Geocichla citnna but rather bigger; two eggs taken by 
Legge measuring 28*1 x 19*0 mm. Two eggs in my (‘ollectioii, 
sent me by Col. H. H. Harington, are similar but smaller. 

Habits. This is a forest bird, being found from the hwel of the 
Plains uj) to some 4,000 feet. It is a shy, retiring bird and spends 
most of its time feeding on insects on the ground, heggt' says it 
has a sweet wliistle. 


Genus ZOOTHERA. 

Vigors, P. Z. S. isai, p, 172. 

Type, Z, monticola, • 

The genus ZooOitra contains two Indian species of Thrush wliich 
differ from all otliers of the iSubfainily in having supplementary 
bristles extenditig over the nostrils, vvhikst the usual riclal bristles 
are numerous and long. 

The sexes are alike and the under wing-coverts and axillaries of 
two colours, the colours of the former reversed in the latter. The 
bill is very long, powerful and strongly curved near the tip. The 
edges of the bill, though originally even, often hecoim* worn and 
serrated, probably from breaking the tiny snails, etc. on which 
these birds largely feed. 

In many ways the five genera Tnrdm, Arcexithornis, Geocichla^ 
Oreocincla, and Zoothera lead into one another, but each has a 
(|uite recognizable character by which it can be divided from 
the other groups or genera and such division should help 
students to work out their specimens. 

Key to Sitecles. 

A. Upper plumage dsrk .slatv-bro ,\ n. Z. mouticola^ p. UU;. 

B. Upper plumage rufous olive-brown. Z, truiryinata^ p. 1(18. 

(603) Zoothera monticola« 

The Large Biiowk Thrush. 

Zoothera ynonticoUi Vigors, P. Z. 8,, 1831, p. 172 (llitnalayHe, 
8ikkim); Blaof. & Oates, ii, p. 157. 

Vernacular names. Daokat fndu-lotihi (Cachari). 
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Description. Whole upper plumage dark slaty-brown, each 
feather narrowly edged with black; forehead and crown tinged 
with rufous ; wings dark brown edged paler on the wings and 
tipped with* fulvous on some of the median and greater coverts; 
sides of the head brown with small fulvous spots and the ear- 
coverts streaked with the same; chin and middle of the throat 
white, narrowly barnni v\ ith dark brown ; breast and sides of the 
throat fulvous very heavily marked with olive-brown and tipped 
black ; lower breast and abdomen white, the feathers boldly tipped 
with blackisli brown ; under tail-coverts dark olive-browm witli 
broad white tips; axillaries white tipped with black; under wing- 
coverts black with w’hite tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark brown to 
almost black ; legs and feet light horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 285 mm.; wing 134 to 
145 mm.; tail 83 t<j 83 mm. ; tarsus about 35 mm. ; culinen 34 
to 38 mm. 



The Young bird is darker Ilian the miiilt : the upper parts are 
streaked with fulvous ; the lower parts are more tulvous and more 
heavily barred and spotted with blackish. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Assam, 
Manipur, Chiu Hills, 

Nidification. The l^arge Brown Thrush breeds in May and June 
and occasionally in early July from 4,UOO feet up to 9,000 or 
10,00U feet. The nest is a deep, well-made cup of living green 
moss, well malted together and lined with fine roots. It is usually 
placed some 10 to 20 feet up in a small tree or a moss-covered 
stump growing in dense forest, in tlie Kliasia Hills the favourite 
site being a Uhododendnnu The eggs number three or four and 
are typical Thrushes^ of the boldly-marked Blackbird type. The 
ground-colour varies from bright pale sea-green to a pale yellowish 
green or cream, whilst the markings consist of numerous small 
blotches of reddish to deep brown profusely scattered over the 
whole surface. Some eggs xire very handsome. Fifty eggs average 
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30*0x21'3 mm.: maxima 33*0x21-2 and 30*7x230 mm.; 
annima 26*5 x 20*2 nud 30*0 x 19*2 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is sedentary in its habits, only moving a 
little lower to some 2,000 or 3,000 feet in the winter. It is out? 
of the mast shy of all the Thrushes, haunting damp evergreen forest 
with ample undergrowth, where it skulks on the ground, feeding 
upon ground-berries and fruits, or on insects which it hunts lor in 
the fallen rubbish. Its flight is strong and fast hut it is diilieult 
to flush, generally escaping by hopping into denser undergrowth. 
It is a sileut bird but has some quite sweet notes as well as a 
long-drawn rather wailing whistle. 


(004) Zoothera marginata. 

The Lessee Brown Tiiklsii. 

Zo<Hhera maryinata Blyth, J. A.S. B., xvi, p. 141 (1847) (Arakaii) ; 

Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. J57. 

Vernacular names. Daokat-buku-lowia (C’achari). 

Description. Whole up[>er plumage and tail rufous olive-brown, 
the feathers very faintly margined darker; wing-(juills, primary- 
coverts and greater coverts edged paler, rather a brick-red; tips 
of the median and greater coverts tipped to a varying extent 
with the same : the tail is cross-rayed and the outer feathers are 
a little paler tlian the central ones: sides of the head and ear- 
coveris mixed fulvous and dark brown; chin and centre of 
throat white, irregularly barred with dark brown; breast, flanks 
and sides of throat dark olive-brown, the prde centres obsolete, 
but increasing on the lower breast and on the centre of the 
abdomen, taking up all but a narrow fringe of light olive-brown. 
Axillaries and under wing coverts as in the Large Brown Thrush. 

Colours of soft parts as in Z. monticohi. 

Measurements. Wing 121 to 120 mm.; tail 75 to 70mm. ; 
tarsus 29 to mm.; culmen 28 to 20 mm. 

The Young bird has the iipjxjr parts darker and streaked with 
fulvous and the under parts more definiudy barred. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, Chin and Kacbiii 
Hills, the whole of the hills of Burma to Tenasserim, Siam, 
Yunnan and Annum. 

Nidification. The Lesser Brown Thrush breeds between 3,000 
and 0 , u 0 u but, perhaps, more often below than above <>,000 feet. 
In the lulls 8outh of the Brahmaputra it is almost common, 
breeding during May, June and July in the densest and most 
humid forests and nearly always placing its nest on a tall bush or 
small tree near water. The nest is like that of the Brown 
Thrush but often has a few twigs, scraps of dead moss or roots 
woven in with the lining moss. The eggs are small replicas of 
those of the Large Brown Thrush but are often even brighter 
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and bolder in coloration. These eggs would be difficult to 
distinguish from tliose of Geocichla citrina but for their texture 
which is soft and almost glossless, never with the hard shiuy 
texture of those of that bird. Thev number three or four, and 
fifty average 27*0 x 20*0 mm.: maxima 30*1x20*1 and 28*0 x 
21*3 mm. ; mir)iina 24*8 X 19*0 min. 

Habits. Those of the last i>ird, but this Thrush inhabits lower 
levels and in the Winter descends almost to tlie foot-hills under 
1,000 feet. Both tile Brown Thrushes are very crepuscular in 
their habits. 


Genus MONTICOLA. 

Boie, Isis, 1822, p. o52. 

Type, J/. naxatllis. 

The genus Monticohi as shown by flarlert (Vdir. Pal. i, p. 671) 
canuot be sejiarated from Petrophila of Swainson. Oates’ 
distinguishing feature, the comparative difference ifi the length 
of wing and tail, is only tme of degree and there is a far greater 
proportionate difference btdween his Pdrophila enjihrogaster and 
P, cindorhtfucha than th(?re is between the hitler and Moniicxda 
m.i'atilis. I can tind no distinctive feature to take the place of 
thisliiitenable one and unite the two genera. 

In the genus as now accepted there are live Indian species, all 
of which have a consideralile amount of l)lue in their coloration, 
often combined with some chestnut. The sexes differ consider¬ 
ably ; tile tail is shorter than the wing and the tarsus is long 
though not as stout as in some other Thrushes. 

The males have the axillaries and under wing-coverts uni- 
coloured, wliilst the females have these parts barred. 


Keg to Sjtecies. 


A. Upper tnil-covert'i and t:iil never 
chestnut. 

a. Ixiwer ))lumage of two colours. 

bhu’k or blue with chestnut. 
a'. Wing over 100 mm. 

a’\ Uliin and throat black. 

b'\ Chill and throat blue. 

fp. Large white patches on wing. 
No white patch on wing .... 
b\ Wing not exceeding 100 nuu. 

b. Lower plumage almost uniformly of 

one colour, barred or squanmted 
with dark brown. 
a\ Wing c»ver 100 mm. 

Upper plumage not bluish but 
olive-brown. 

c*. Back and rump barred. 

(P, Back plain, rump barred .... 


M. etytbn*(/ti^tra^ cT, P* 1^6* 

M. ctncbo'bgnchn, cJ, p. 171. 
3/. so/itana, p. 172. 

M, fjntaris, o , p. 176. 


erythrofjastra, 2, p. 170. 
3f. dnolorhgncAaf J, p. 172. 
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Upper plumage bluish wo< olive- 

brown . M. aoh'taria^ ? » P* 

b\ Wing under 100mm . M. ffulanSy $,i>. 170. 

B. Upper tail-coverts and base of tail 

cnestnut. il/. sfiAotilis, p. 177. 

(605) Monticola erythrogfastra. 

The Chestnut-bellied Kock-Thuush. 

Tw'diis en/thi‘ 0 (/asfer P. Z.S., 1S.'U, p. 171 (Himalayas). 

Petrophila erythro(fastra. Blanf. »S: Oates, ii, p. 14.’>. 

Yemacnlar names. 7VV/»5Du-2»/io(Lepcha): Daohamntr 

Description.—Adult male. AV'liolo upper plumage brilliant 
cobalt-blue, the mantle blackish: lores, sidtts ot heml and neck 
black; chin and throat black suffused with blue; hsser and 
median wing-coverts like the back; quills blackish, the greater 
coverts, innermost secondaries and edges of quills dark cobalt 
blue; tail dark cobalt-blue, the feathers narrowly edged with 
brilliant blue ; remainder of lower plumage, axillaries and under 
wing-coverts chestnut-maroon. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet pluml>eou.s black to black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 nun.; wing 120 
to 130 mm. ; tail lOO to 104 mm.: tarsus about 20 mm.; culineii 
21 to 22 mm. 

In Winter for a short time after the Autumn moult the feathers 
of the mantle, sides of neck and lower throat are edged with 
whitish or pale fulvous, the inner secondaries and some of the* 
coverts with white. 

Female. AVhoIe upper plumage, wings and tail olive-brown, the 
mantle obsoletely marked with dark crescentic bars becoming 
better detined towards the upper tail-covcrls, where they are hold 
and black ; a ring round the eye fulvous ; lores mi.xed fulvous 
and olive-brown ; ear-coverts blackish ; a [)atch Indiind them, an 
ill-defined moustachial streak and centre of chin and throat buff ; 
remainder of lower plumage buff, barred with black and w itli pale 
edges, often worn away. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny-brown ; 
legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 124 mm. 

The Nestling is fulvous above, each feather boldly edged with 
black ; below fulvous-white, barred and edged with blackish. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Chamba to F]astern As.saiii, 
Manipur, the mountains of Burma, Cochin China to WesH-rn 
China and there are specimens from Fokhien. Chinese female 
birds are very dark and lack the fulvons-golden tinge on the 
lower plumage. 
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Nidiftcation. This Rock-Thrush breeds between 4,000 and 
8,000 t'eet throughout its habitat but principally under 0,000 feet. 
It makes a nest, roughly cup-shaped, of moss, twigs, roots, grass 
and otlier odds and ends, lined with fine roots or grass, which it 
places in a hole in a rock or cliff, in between stones or, more 
rarely, in a hollow in a bank or under a boulder or dead tree on 
the ground. Hume found a nest placed at the roots of a tree in 
forest but this situation must be exceptional. 

The eggs vary from three to six in number. In ground-colour 
they range from creamy-white to pale reddisli fawn, speckled all 
over, though more nuimu-ously at the larger end, with pale to 
fairly dark reddisli brown. Most eggs look almost imicoloured 
but in a few the markings show fairly well. In shape they are 
broad ovals with a line close texture, often highly glossed. 
Seventy-five eggs average x 19 0 min. : maxima 29'5 X 20-0 
and 27*4 x 21*1 mni.; minima 24*3 X 19*0 and 20*0 x 19 0 mm. 

The briMMling-seasoii is May and .him . 

Habits. In summer this is a wild sliy bird, liaunting the 
roughest of forest country, broken by cliff’s and deep ravines, but 
in winter it bigamies (‘xcessively tame and takes to the vicinity of 
villages and other liiiman habitatioii>, often per(*hing on house¬ 
tops and hunting for food in gardens and orchards, ft will eat 
almost anything from the tiniest insects to the largi^st snails, w ornis, 
small li'/ards, frogs, etc. Ttiey will also eat small llsh and water 
insects. In its actions generally it reminds one much of some 
of the Redstarts and thesi* llirnslies show many connecting-links 
lM*twcen the IVutnicurino' and 'rvnUiui\ Like the Ibrmer birds 
tliey often capture insect prey from a lixed ])t»st, and they con 
stantly jerk Ilnur (ails backwards and forwards over their back. 


(600) Monticola cinclorhyncha. 

The Bli E-iiEAi)Ei) Kock-Tuiiisu. 

Petrociiuia cinclorhtfncha ^ igors, P.Z,S., 1831, p. 172 (Himalayas, 
Simla). 

Petrtfp/nht cinclorhyncha. Blanf. Oc Oates, il, p. 14-1. 

Vernacular names. Kn.^hcn -paai (Nepal); Daohanyar, 
(Cachari); VahtiyU ^ Mikir); Jlcnymcraim (Kacha Naga). 

Description.—Adult male. Crown, nape, chin, throat aiul 
lesser wing-coverts bright cohalt-blue; a narrow line al) 0 \e the 
eye, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck, back and scapulars 
black; greater wing-coverts and winglets black edged with blue; 
primaries black, all but the first two edged with blue ; secondaries 
blacU, all but the innermost with a broad white band on the 
base of the outer webs; tail blackish edged narrowly with 
blue; rump, upper tail-coverts, whole lower surface, axillaries 
and under wing-coverts chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts, iris dark brown; the gape yellow and in 
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the non-breediiig season the base o£ the lower mandible also 
yellowish ; legs and feet plumbeous or plumbeous horny, the 
claws blacker. 

Heasurements. Total length about 180 to mm.; wing 

100 to 104 mm.; tail 6.^ to 68 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; 
culmeu 18 to 19 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail olive-brown, 
tinged with ochraceous on the rump and upper tail-coverts, which 
are barretl with dull black ; the tail is faintly cross-rayed and the 
feathers of tlie wings edged paler; below white tinged with 
fulvous on breast and flanks, the chin and throat nearly immacu¬ 
late, the remainder barred with dark brown; under wing-(ov<^rts 
and axillaries pale fulvous barred with blackish ; under tail-coverts 
white with black lines following the contour of the heathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; hill dark horny-brown, 
paler at the base ; legs horny-brown or slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 105 mm.; tail 65 to 69 mm. 

The male in Winter has the feathers of the black ])arts broadly 
fringed with fulvous. 

Nestling. Like the female but with the whole upper plumage 
golden fulvous, each feather edged with blackish. 

Young males are like females but from a very early age show 
the blue on wings and tail. 

Distribution. From the Afghan and Baluchistan frontiers 
throughout tin* Himalayas to Hast and Sf)uth Assam, the Chin 
Hills and Ka(’hin Hills. In winter it spreads practically 
throughout India and West and Central Burma. 

Nidification. The Blue-headed Rock-Thrusli hrt*eds throughout 
its Xorthern range between 4,600 and 9,000 feet, most often 
betwc*en 4 , 00 o and 6,000 feet. Nest and eggs are exactly similar 
to those of the preceding bird except in size. Fifty eggs average 
23*7 X 17*9 Him.; maxima 27*1 x 18-(J and 23 (> x 20*6 mm.; minima 
21*3x19*9 and 23*6 x 16*9 mm. I’hey cornmeiKt* to breed in 
early April and throughout Alay to the middle of June, hut 1 have 
seen odd ne.sts with eggs in July and Aiigust, probably second 
broods. 

Habits just the same as those of A/, ernthrogastru. 


Monticola solitaria. 

Turdtis soiitanm P.L.8. Muller, S. N, Anhang, p. 142 (1776) (Italy). 

The Rock-Thrush has been split up into many subspecies, some 
of which are differentiated by characters wliich are liardly dis¬ 
cernible and others by such as are verv wcdl marked. The extreme 
Eastern bird from China to the Philippines is marked by the 
whole red under parts from breast to under tail-coverts, whilst the 
extreme Western bird is all blue. Both of these have been split 
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up into various races based on a verv^ small degree in depth of 
colour etc., but the intermediate race, liich contains the characters 
of the two extremes, has been ignored since tlie time of Blyth. 
The area of this form embraces all Burma, Biaiii and the Indo- 
Chinese countries and it would be silly to imagine that we have 
hybrids extending over so vast an area and, even though the 
individuals vary much in details of «‘oloi*ation, it seems wiser to 
accept them as a race intermediate in coloration, as in country, 
between the two extremes. 

Key to Suhsyecies. 

A. Alibi no both above and below. 

a. Paler above and below. Af. 8. tranjic^isjocay p. 173. 

b. Darker abov<‘ and btdow .)/. 8. patulofjy p. 174. 

B. I'lider tail-coverts and often the 

abtlonUMi and thinks ni*rketl with 

ehe>tniit . J/. 8. affiniey p. 17o. 

(.\ From breast to under tail-coverts 

uniform chestnut. M. s. p* 175. 


((>07) Monticola solitaria transcaspica. 

ll.MiTKKrs Blue Kock-Tuhvsh. 

Moutirnla 8olit(iri(t transca8picit liurtert, Bull. B, (4. C., xxiii, p. 43 
{\mn (Askabad). 

Petrophiin ctjum(8. Blanf. vt Oates, ii, p. 140 (part.). 

Vernacular names, i^haum (Hind, in S.) ; Pandn (Mahr.). 

Description. -AdiJt male. Whole plumage bright blue; the 
fore-crown, elieek.s, chin and throat brightest; tail dark brown, 
the feathers edged with bluish; lesser ing-eoverls bluish; 
remaining coverts and quills brown, the greater coverts with 
white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris ha/.el to deep brown ; bill black with 
a yellow gape ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about :i30mm.; wing 110 to 
122 mm.; tail 80 to 84 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 30 mni.; culinen 
23 to 24 mm. 

Female. Above grey-brow’ii, the feathers, more especially of the 
head, with ratlier dark central marks ; the upper tail-coverts with 
distinct bars of blackish and obsolete bars on the rump; wings and 
tail light brown w ith paler edges and a wdiite wing-bar formed bv 
the lips of the greater coverts; below dull tulvous-wldte croas- 
ban*ed with dark brown, more streaky on the chin, throat and 
neck. Some females liave a certain amount of bluish tinge both 
above and below . 

Colours of soft parts* Iris brown ; bill dark horny-brow u; legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 120 mm. 
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Nestling. Like the female but duller and darker, each feather 
above with a broad white rip and subterminal chirk bar; the 
under parts from chin to vent closely barred with blackish brown. 

Hartert’s Blue Rjck-Tliriish differs troni the Kiiropean bird in 
its paler phi mage. 

Distribution. From Transcaspia through Persia to the lndo~ 
Afghan and Baluchistan boundaries. It is common and resident 
on the Kurram and Khagan Hills. 

Nidification. Col. H. 11. llarington took a nest with three eggs 
on the 10th of June at about 8,0(MJ feet on the Khagan ridge. It 
was built under an overhanging bank ii\ a rocky liillside. All 
three eggs are pigmies unfortunately and the measurements are 
valueless. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the common Indian form 
next described. 

(608) Monticola solitaria pandoo. 

The Indian Blue Kock-Thrish. 

Petrocincln jwndoo Syker^, P. Z. S., 1832, p. -^7 (\\'estorn Ghats). 

Petrvphila cyanus. Blanf. it Oates, ii, p. 110 

Vernacular names. >S7iam/MHind. in s.); (Hahr.); Poda- 

kachi pitta (Tel.); yinyri-pho (Lepeh.); Da^flianydr (Cachari) ; 
Heiigmeruiue (Kacha Naga); IVi/iV/Ze (Mikir). 

Description. Both male and female diffm* from t)je same sexes 
of llurtert^s Blue Rock-Thrush in being very much darker, darker 
even than the European bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 125 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir East to Tibet, Sikkim, the hills North 
of Assam and possibly Chin Hills. In VV’^ititcr it is bnind over 
the whole of India and Assam and possibly a few individuals 
wander into Northern Burma, but all those I have examined from 
East of Assam belong to the next race. 

Nidification. The Indian Bluo Roek-Thrush freely breeds in 
Kashmir, Simla States, Garhwal, Sikkim and Tibet from 6,000 
feet upwards but in mo.st cases over 8,000 b-et. They commence 
to lay in the end of April and eggs may be found up to the 
middle of June. The nest is a rather rough cup of moss, twigs, 
grass and leaves lined with roots or grass and is nearly always 
placed in between stones and boulders in old walls or cliffs, more 
rarely in a hole in a batik and occasionally, according to Dresser, 
even in a bush. The eggs number three to five and are |>ale blue 
in colour, sometimes with a few specks of reddish at the larger 
end. Twenty eggs average 27’4x 19'8 mgi.: maxima 28*0X20*0 
and 27*7 X 20*1 mm.; minima 24*3 x 18*3 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush ia a bird of open country, especially such 
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as is precipitous and rocky and in Winter, like the other Rock- 
Thrushes, it often frequents the vicinity of villages and houses, 
perching on the roofs and railings. It has a habit, much like that 
of the Chats, of perching on a stump or rock, from which it makes 
little sallies after insects on the ground or passing by, or it sits, 
flicking its tail up and uttering a quaint little croak at intervals, 
much like that of a frog but very low and soft. It has a rather 
pleasant whistle and is said to have a ‘‘ melodious but plaintive *’ 
song during the breediiig-season. It eats berries and fruit as well 
as insects, snails, etc. and will swallow animals as big as small 
lizards, snakes and frogs. 


(609) Monticola solitaria affinis. 

Tile Buumesb Blue ]lc>cK-TnRusH. 

Petrocincla affinis Blyth, J.A. S. B., xii, p. 277 (1843) (Ten- 

tisseriiii). 

Vernacular names. Same as for the preceding bird. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to the Indian Blue Rock- 
Thrush but always witli some chestnut on the under tail-coverts 
and nearly aKsays with splashes of this colour on the vent, 
abdomen and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird; wing 113 to 123inin. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western China, Northern Burma, 
Yunnan ann probably the higher Kacliin and Bbaino Hills, where 
llaringtoii tibt.iined it during the breeding-season. In Winter it 
is found South through Assam South of the Brahmaputra, the 
wh<do of Burma, Malay Peninsula, Siam, Yunnan and Western 
China. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

( 616 ) Monticola solitaria philippensis. 

The Japanese Blue Rck k-Tubcsu. 

Turdns philippemis Muller, S, N., Anhang, p. 142 (1776) (Philip¬ 
pines). 

Vernacular names, ho pio dari (Jap.). 

Description. The male differs from our other Indian forms in 
having the whole of the under parts from breast to under tail- 
coverts bright chestnut. 

Ckilours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 4*47 {La 7'onche) to 4*76 mm. Speci¬ 
mens in the British Museum have wings which measure from 112 
to 126 mm, 
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Distribution. Breeding in North-East China and Japan and in 
winter South to South China, Formosa, Pescadores, Philippines, etc. 
There is one specimen in the British Museum from Tenasserim. 

NidificatiOn. In Japan these birds breed during May and 
June. The eggs seem rather large, the few I have seen averaging 
about 29*1 X 20*7 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

( 611 ) Monticola gularis gularis. 

Swinhoe’s Kock-Thrcsh. 

Orocetes Swiuh., P. Z. S., 1802, p. 318 (IVkiii). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole crown, nape and lesst r wing- 
coverts hriJliant cobalt-blue; a narrow line next the beak running 
back over the eye and ear-coverts black, the latter streaked \%itli 
rufous ; back, scapulars and greater wing-coverts black, the two 
latter always edged with fulvous or lulvous-white ; rump and 
upper taihcoverts chestnut; tail grey-brown with a bluish tinge; 
wing-quills brown, edged blue-grey ami with a broad patch of 
white on the base of the outer secondaries ; a circular patch of 
white on the fore-iieck, extending in a narrow^ line up the throat 
to the chill; lores and remainder of under parts chestnut, darkest 
on the throat and breast, paling to fulvous on the under tail- 
coverts, centre of abdomen, axillaries and under wing-( overts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow n ; bill nearly black ; legs and 
feet fleshy brown to dark plumbeous brown. 

Measurements. Total length about ISO mm.; w ing 95 to 91> 
min.; tail 74 to 79 mm. ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; cuimen about 
11 to 12 nini. 

Female. Head, nape ami hind-neck olive-brown ; upper parts 
olive-brown barred with black ami with fulvous edges; tail 
reddish brown with pale tips; greater coverts dark brown, edges 
reddish and with broad fulvous tips; quills and primary-coverts 
dark brown edged with reddish; inner secondaries with broad 
fulvous tips and subterminal black bars ; a ring of white feathers 
round the eye ; a throat-patch as in the male ; below' bright, pale 
fulvous ; barred everywhere except on the centre of the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts with crescentic black bars. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements. Bill homy-brow u, pale 
at the tip ; otherwise as in the male. 

The male in Winter has the black feathers broadly edged witli 
fulvous and the chestnut feathers narrowly edged with the same. 

Distribution. East Siberia, Manchuria and North China. In 
Winter it wanders South into Southern China and the Indo- 
Chinese countries, straggling occasionally into Tenasserim and 
South-East Burma* 



MONTIOOLA. 


177 


Nidiftcation. Unknown. 

Habits. This is said to be more of a forest bird than the other 
species of this genus. A.ccording to Dresser it haunts “ dense 
forests where there are old trees.” Its song is said to be sweet 
and powerful. 


(612) Monticola saxatilis. 

^ The RocK-Tiiitusu. 

Turdus $axatUU Linn., S. N. (12th ed.), p. 294 (1700) (Greece). 

Monticola Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 147. 

Vernacalar names. Daokat gatamj-UU (Cachuri). 

Description.- Adult male. Whole head, neck, extreme upper 
back, throat and fore-neck bright lavender-blue; remainder of 
up[)er back to rump dark slaty-blue, the centre of the back white, 
generally more or less smeared with bluish ; longer tail-coverts 
chestnut; central tail-feathers brown, outer tail-feathers chestnut, 
marked in varying degree with brown ; lesser wing-coverts like 
the back ; greater wing-coverts, primary-coverts and quills brown, 
all but the primaries tipped with fulvous-white and the greater 
coverts tinged with deep blue ; lower plumage pale, bright chestnut. 
After the Autumn moult the feathers of the upper parts are slightly 
fringed with white and black and the underparts with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black in breeding- 
season, paler at the base in winter; legs and feet black. 

Meajurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 116 to 125 
mm.; tail 60 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 29 mm.; culmeu about 
13 to 14 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings light grey-brown, each 
feather with a white terminal bar and a faint dark subterminal 
bar and shaft-stripe; upper tail-coverts chestnut with similar bars 
and streaks ; tail like the male; below dull w hite, irregularly 
suffused with chestnut and barred \%itli black except on the centre 
of the chin and throat ; under tail-coverts, axillaries and under 
w ing-coverts bright pale chestnut w ith pale tips to the tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill paler than that of the male. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 118 ram. 

Distribution. 8outh and Central Europe, North-West Africa, 
Western Asia, through Palestine, Persia, Mongolia, South Siberia 
and North China. It Winters throughout Central Africa, both 
West and East, Northern India and Burma, Yunnan, the Indo- 
Chinese countries and South China. 

Nidification. Breeds during May and early June, making a cup- 
shaped nest of roots and grass lined with fine roots and sometimes 
with hair, fur or feathers. It is placed in old walls, ruins, cliffs 
or among stones and is generally well hidden. The eggs number 
four or live and are pale blue, occasionally with a few reddislv 
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freckles at the larger end. One hundred eggs average 26^0 x 
19*5 mm. {Jourdain^ liey^ etc.) and the extremes are: maxima 
30*0 X 20*8 and 29*0 x 21*0 mm.; minima 23*2 x 16*9 mni. 

Habits. A very familiar bird, frequenting open, stony country 
and often found in the immediate vicinity of houses and gardens. 
Like the other species of this genus it is very Chat-like in its 
habits and actions; its song is sweet and strong and its diet as 
varied as those of its nearest relations. 

Genus MYIOPHONEUS. 

Myiop/iotteus Temm., PI. Col., ii, p. 29 (1823). 

Type, MyiophonemJlavlrostris, 

ThivS genus, wliich Oates placed among tlie Crateropodul(w 
{Timali%dce)y is a true Thrush in every respect and the nestling 
shows distinct bars and streaks. They are large birds of black 
plumage glossed with blue and are very handsome. The bill is 
stout and rather less than the head in length ; it is compressed 
laterally and hooked at the tip. The nostrils are round 
and broad ovals. The wing is rather rounded for a Tlirush's 
but the legs and feet are typically Thrush-like, long and strong. 
The sexes are alike. 

There are only two species in India, and some ornithologists 
might even place all our races in one species. The blue forehead 
and blue patch on the wing-coverts, neither of which is ever 
even indicated in any of the other forms, seem, however, sufficient 
to specifically distinguish horsfieldii from any of the other forms. 

Key to S/Hfaes, 

A. A bright blue forehead and a brilliant patch 

of cobalt-blue on the les.s?rwing-co verts. . M. homjieidny p. 178. 

B. No definite blue forehead or blue patch on 

wing-coverts . M. teinminckiiy p. IsiO. 


( 613 ) Hyiophoneus horsfieldii. 

Tub Maxabar Whistling-Thrush. 

Myiophoneus horsfieldii Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Malabar); 

Blaiif. A Oates, i, p, 180. 

Vemacnlar names. Gunta-ukkee (Canarese); ISingala Karewe 
(Teh). 

Description. Lores and forehead deep velvety black; anterior 
crown bright cobalt-biue; whole head, neck and mantle black, 
shading into deep blue on upper back, tail-coverts and tail; h sser 
wing-coverts bright cobalt-blue; wing-feathers black edged with 
blue except on the tenninaJ halves of the outer primaries ; chin, 
throat, fore-neck and breast black; lower breast, flanks and abdomen 
black with deep glistening blue; under tail-coverts blue-black. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iria dark brown; bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm.; wing 140 to 
160 mm.; tail 112 to 114 mm.; tarsus 41 to 43 mm.; culmeii 
30 to 31 mm. 

Toung birds are like the adult but much duller. 

Nestling has not yet l)een described. 

Distribution. fSouth-West India, North to Bombay, Mount Abu, 
Sirguja and Hambalpur, but not anywhere on the Bastern coasts. 
Some birds brought up by a Nilgiri planter and released in the 
Jetinga Valley, Cachar, lived and bred for many years but 
eventually died out or lost their distinguishing features in pairing 
with M. i. temmincJcii. 

Nidification. The Malabar Whistling Thrush bre*'d.s diiring 
February and March in South Travancore, in May and June 
further North in the Nilgiris and adjoining bills and as late as 
August in the North of its range. Normally it places its nest in 
ainotjg boulders beside a stream but not infrequently in buildings 
old or new, and in fvhandala (General Bethairi found a nest, or 
rather a series built one on the top of another, placed on the 
inside ledge of a window of the church. The nest is made prin¬ 
cipally of living moss mixed with roots and, rarely, a little grass 
or a few leaves. The lining, which is thick and compact, is of black 
roots, very tightly wound round. The eggs usually number three, 
occasionally either two or four. They are typical Thrushes’ eggs 
and rather like those of Oreicola d<iuma but much longer in sliape. 
The ground-colour is a pale clay, creafu, greyish stone or greenish 
and the markings consist of dull indelinite freckles and blotches 
of pale rcthlish brown with seconclary markings of pale neutral 
tint and lavender. 3oine eggs look almost unicoloured and v<*ry 
few are at all well or boldly blotched. Forty eggs average JUM x 
23*1) nun.: maxima 36 2x24*1 and 33*2 x 263 mm.; minima 
30*2 X 23*4 and 34*0 x 23*2 min. 

Habits. The Whistling School boy, as this fine Thrush is called 
on the Nilgiris, is a familiar object on every stream, small or large, 
whether running througli fore.st, through grass-land or just outride 
a village or town. Its fine whistle, very full and sweet and 
ilistinctiy Blackbird-like in tone, is uttered often througliout the 
ilay, though perhaps more frequently in the inorningK arul evenings. 
It feeds entirely <ni tlie ground or in the shallow water at the 
edges of streams and will devour almost any living thing small 
enough to swallow. It is a bold bird, in no way shunning 
obsorvation, and often enters gardens and compounds. 

Myiophonens temminckii. 

Key to Std^species^ 

A. White tips to wing-coverts. M, t, temminckii, p. 180. 

B. No white tips to wing-coverts... M. t. euyenei, p, 181. 
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( 614 ) Myiophoneas temminckii temminckii. 

The Himalayan Wuistlino-Tukush. 

Muiophoneus temfnineknW<^or»y P. Z. S., 18^51 ^p. 171 (IliDlllayft^); 
lllrtiif. & Oates, i, p. 178. 

Vernacnlar names. Kasiura (N.W. Provinces); A^aijU (Doon); 
Chamong-pho (Lepcha); Tetiman (Bhiitea); Simtung (Khasia); 
Di-Daokat gashim (Cachari). 

Pescriplion. Lores, chin and upper throaf black; forehead 
bright deep blue; whole head, back, wing-eoverts, breast and 
flanks deep biue>black, each feather with a terminal spot of 
glistening blue; the spots on the head, neck and throat elongate 
and gradually widening to broad, circular drops on lower breast 
and back; tail deep prussian blue; wings deep blue, the median 
coverts with bold wliite tips ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts 
blackish brown. 



Fig. 21.™ Head of.V./. ifnmninckii. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black : bill yellow, tbe 
culnien and base of upper mandible blackish ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 158 to 180 nun.; tail 110 to 122 inin.; 
tarsus 50 mm.; culinen 28 to 80 mm. 

Young birds are like tlie adult but duller and without the 
glistening spots. 

Distributioli. Himalayas from the Afghan Frontier to the 
extreme East of Assam, North and South of the Jlmhinaputra, 
Chin Hills, Arakan and the Kachin Hills between the Chindwin 
and tbe Irrawaddy. A few bird.s from the Chindwin are rather 
like the rtext race, and here and there on the other liand 
individuals are found across tbe East of the Irrawaddy nearer 
this form than eitgenii, 

Nidification. The Himalayan Whistling-Tliriish breeds from 
the level of the foot-hills up to some 9,000 feet and occasionally 
up as high as 12,000 feet in Tibet. The nest ts a very massive 
cup, made of living moss with the muddy roots still adhering to 
the moss and mixed up with it, whilst the lining is of Hue dry' 



MYIOPHOKB^S. 181 

nmidenhair fern and mo8s-root«. The internal cup may be some 
4 to 5 inches across and rather more than half as deep, but the 
size of the nest from one outer edge to the other is often over a 
foot and the weiglit runs u]) to 6 or 7 pounds. It is nearly 
always ])laced near running water; in among boulders or roots on 
the bank, under an overhanging clod of earth, in or under some 
stump of dead tree, liigh up in rock or cliff or actually in the 
stream itself. A very favourite position is under a waterfall, and 
1 have found more than one, to enter which the birds had actually 
to pass through the edge of the fall to get to their young. In 
these cases the nest, young birds and the sitting old ones were 
always more or less wet from the spray. 

They lay three or four eggs and but rarely live. They are just 
like those of tlie ]Vfalabar Whistling-Thrush but rather larger and 
more unicoloured, the freckles and Idotches being still more ill- 
defined than they are in tliese eggs. Two hundred eggs average 
X 24-8 mm.: maxima 40*3 x26i) and M5*l x 27*1 mm.; 
minima 34 0 x 26*4 and 3S*4 x 24*4 rnin. 

'riiey breed from April to Atigust, often rearing two broods. 
Habits. Aw extremely common bird throughout the greater 
part of its range this tine Thrush is found on every stream, flitting 
hither and thither up and down them and constantly uttering 
its loud, sweet notes so like the human whistle, but much 
clearer and more resonant. Tfiey feed both on the streams and in 
wet hush-forest, working tlie lea\es and moss just like our 
English Thrush, turning them over and then listening with head 
on one side for the movements of a hoped-for worm or other prey. 
Their alarm-note is like that of the Blackbird and when disturbed 
they fly far and fast hut they are very confiding birds and do not 
resent l>eing watched. At the same time, they do not frequent the 
vicinity of buildings as the Malabar bird does. 


(6ir>) Myiophoneus temminckii eugenei. 

The Burmese Witistling-Thrush. 

MyiphonfUA enyenei Hume, .S. F., i. p. 475 (1873) (IVgu) ; BlanT. 

Oates, i, p. 17ik 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Himalayan Whistling-Thrush but 
with no white tips to the wing-coverts and the bill almost 
entirely yellow. 

Distribution. Eastern Burma, East of the Irrawaddy, Karenni; 
Pegu and Tenasserim, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan and Cochin 
China. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Himalayan Whistling- 
Thrush. Thirty eggs average 36*7x25*4 mm. and are indis¬ 
tinguishable from those of that bird. 



182 


TCRDID.V. 


In Tenasserim they appear to breed from February to April 
but in the North from April to JMay. 

Habits. Tt)is, like the last bird, is an inhabitant of tlie hill- 
country, heiii^ fomid in summer from the foot-hills lo the highest 
hilltops, and in inter spreading into the Plains \vhere\er there 
is fast-running, clear streams but never venturing on to sh>\v- 
running, muddy rivers. In voice, tlight and foot! therein nothifig 
to remark differing from the Jlimalayan Wliistling-'l’hrush, but it 
seems to be a wilder binl and less tolerant of liumanitv. 


Genus ARRENGA. 

Ar?‘e)if;a Less., Traihi d'Orn., p. 

Type, Arrenga cganea Horsf. 

The genus Arrenga is represented within our limits by one 
species, an inhabitant of Ceylon. It is very closely allied to the 
Bntchgptergginof^ liaving a very short, rounded w ing u ith the oth. 
tith and 7tli primaries longest and snheqiial and it also lias very 
long tarsi. Its position is possildy hetwt-en tlie triu* Shortwings 
suel» as lloilgsonins and Larrivora and the triu* Thrushes reprt;~ 
sented hy Mgiophoneus but is nearer on the whole to the latter 
than the former. 

Tlie bill is stout and vslmped like that of Mgiophonf'ns though 
rather shorter, being only about half as long a< the head ; the 
rictal bristles are well developed and the nostrils are r(uinded. 
The tail is rather .short and very slightly graduatetl. 


(BIO) Arrenga blighi. 

Tiik Ckylox WiiiSTLix'o 'rinitrsn. 


Arrenga hlighi Holdsworth. P. Z. S., ]872. p. 444. pi. !!♦ (Ceyloh) ; 
Blanf. & Dates, i, p. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. -Hale. Whole plumage dark brown ; the head and 
neck are almost black; rump, vent and tail paler and I lie latter 



Fig. 22.—IJead of A. Night. 


obsoletely edged with reddish ; le.sser wing-coverts bright cobalt- 
blue ; neck, breast, back and w ing-coverts suffused w ith deep blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : bill black ; legs and 
feet dark horny-brown to blackish. 
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Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 113 mm.; 
tail 75 mill. ; tarsuH 35 rnm. ; culmen 21 mm. 

Female. Whole plumage ferruginous brown, lighter below, 
especially on the fore-neck; the lesser wing-coverts are the same 
ns in the male and there is just a faint indication of the blue 
suffusion on the back and v\ings. 

Colours of soft parts are similar to those of the male. 

Measurements. Wing 100 to 110 mm.; tail 09 to 71 mm.; 
tarsus 35 mm.; culmen 19 mm. 

The British Museum has only three specimens of this bird, one 
male and two females. (lates'supposed young male is undoubtedly 
a female. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Kidification. The Ceylon Whistling-Thrush breeds in March 
{Tunaard) and in April, during which hitler month Captain T. 
Aldworth took several nests. They are very massive structures, 
much like those of made almost entirely of green 

moss and liiuui with hkick roots. They are placed on ledges and 
in crevices of rocks either in or beside streams and owing to its 
position the outside is nearly always wet though the inside may 
be warm and dry enough. The normal full clutch of eggs is two, 
or occasionally only one. They are small replicas of the eggs of 
the ilimalayan Whistling-Thrush and range through the same 
variations in markings. One pair of eggs taken by Captain 
Aldworth is lery well marked, better than in any of the many 
hundred eggs 1 have seen of the other WldstliDg-Thrushes. 
The six eggs in my collection vary from 29*3x21*4 to 34*2 x 20*3 
mm. aiul in breadth from tliatof the latter egg to 31*6x22*2 mm. 

Habits. This seems to be entirely a forest bird, frequenting 
stream^ running through well-wooded and rocky country between 
3,0(K> and feet. In its actions, voice and footl it very closely 

resembles the hird> of the genus Miiwpfhonext^ but its flight is slower 
and less well sustaineil. It is a shy bird and difficult to flush 
except in the breeding-season. 


Genus COCHOA. 

Cochoa Hodgs., .1. A. S. Ik, v, p. 359 (1830). 

Tvpt% Cochva xnridis. 

The genus Cochoa contains, in India, two species of Thrush 
w hich are in many ways somewhat abi^rrant, especially in their 
type of coloration, which nither reminds one of the birds of the 
genus Pter%%0iiu^^ and in the short, ver}" broad bill. The nostrils 
are large and oval, the rictal bristles obsolete and the tarsi 
powerful but short. The wing is long and pointed with a minute 
first primary and the tail is of moderate length very slightly 
graduated. 

The young are boldly sqnamated above and barred below, as in 
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many other of the genera in this family. The nidification and 
the eggs are typically Thrush-like. 

Key to Species, 

A. Crown of head lavender-blue. C. purpurea, p. 184. 

B, (>rown of head deep cobaJt-bhie. 

it. Cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of head black. C. viridis, p. 185. 

h. Cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of head white. C. rothschildi, p. 186. 

(617) Cochoa purpurea. 

The Purple Thrush. 

Cochoa purpurea Hodgs., J. A. S. B., v, p. ^59 (1866) (Nepal); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 159. 

Vernacular names. (7oc7io (Nepal); Zo-wyum-^7io (liOpcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, a narrow line next the bill, 
supercilium, sides of head and a narrow line round the crown 
black ; crown lavender-blue ; wing-coverts and bars of secondaries 
lavender-purple; primary-coverts black; first two primaries all 
black ; other primaries with a patch of lavender-grey on the base 
of the outer webs ; tips of secondaries black ; tail lavender-purple 
with a black tip; remainder of plumage brownish purple, darkest 
on the throat and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-brown or red -brown; bill 
black; legs and feet slaty-black. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm. : wing 140 to 
144 mm.; tail 95 to 105 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; <;ulnien 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Differs from the male in having the purple parts 
replaced by reddish brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

The Nestling is similar to the female but Ims the blue crown 
replaced by w hite feathers edged with blackish; the feathers of 
the upper parts have fulvous shafts terminating in a fulvous spot; 
below the plumage is dull fulvous barred with dusky. 

The young male is like the adult but has the crown w’hite 
barred with purple-black and the underparts brown barred with 
dull black. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Simla to Eastern Assam, North 
and South of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills, 
Hills of Central and South Burma to Tenasseriin. 

Nidiffcation. This beautiful Thrush breeds in Mav, June and 
July at heights between 3,600 and 6,000 feet and possibly up to 
8,000 feet. It makes a rather loosely put together, shallow cup- 
8haj>ed nest of living green moss lined with black fern and moss- 
roots and rachides. It is very untidy outwardly, scraps of moss 
sticking out in every direction but'the inner cup of roots is more 
firm and compact. It is usually placed on a small tree, 6 to 20 feet 
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from the ground, standing in evergreen forest but it sometimes 
breeds in pine-forests. The eggs number two or three, very 
rarely four, and are typically Thrush dike in character but very 
handsome and richly coloured. They range from eggs like those 
of the English Blackbird, though brighter and redder, to eggs with 
a bright pale sea-green ground richly blotched with reddish. The 
texture is fine and close but not glossy as in Citrhui eggs, and 
many are practically indistinguishable from the eggs of Zoothera, 
though generally longer ovals in shape. Fifty eggs average 
31 *3 X 21 *0 mm.: maxima 35T x 21*5 and 31 -2 x 23*0 mm.; 
minima 29*2 X 20*5 and 31*2 x 20*3 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is essentially a forest bird and prefers 
forests which are dense, humid and evergreen but about Shillong 
I found it breeding in the pine-forests where there was under¬ 
growth and a mixture of other trees in the ravines. It is a shy 
bird and in spite of its brilliant colouring by no means conspicuous 
until it strikes a patch of sunlight, when it is transformed at once 
into a most beautiful object. It is a very quiet bird and beyond a 
low chuckle 1 have heard no note. It feeds largely on fruit and 
berries and to a less extent on insects. 


(blSj Cochoa viridis. 

The ( I keen Thrush. 

Ox'Jion viridU Hodgs., J. A, S. B., v, p. 359 (1836) (Nepal); Blanf. 
Oates, ii, p. UK). 

Vernacular names. Nione recoi-ded. 

Description.—Adult male. Crown, nape and hind-neck brilliant 
cobalt-blue ; lores aud short superciliiim black ; ear-coverts 



Fig. 23.—Bill of C, viridis. 

indigo-blue; up[)6r plumage d<?ep rich green, often suffused with 
bronze; central tail-feathers blue, tipj)ed with black, next four 
pairs black on the inner web, blue on all but the tip of the outer 
web, the outermost pair all black; lesser wing-coverts green with 
broad black tips; other coverts pale blue with broad black tips; 
quills black with a broad band of pale blue on the bases of the 
outer webs of all but the first two; whole lower plumage green; 
bluish on the abdomen and often much suffused with bronze. 
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The amount of tlie bronze shown varies greatly, both above nnd 
below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brownish orange to deep crimson 
or maroon-brown ; bill black, the gape and orbital skin pink ; legs 
tleshy-brown to horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 21M) to 300 mm.: wing 135 
to 145 mm.; tail 08 to 117 min.; tarsus 25 to 26 mm.; culmen 
12’5 to 13*5 mm. 

Female differs from the male only in having the greater coverts 
and secondaries marked with yellowish brown instead of blue, 
the colour being contiued to the edges of the coverts and tips of 
the secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in ibe male but 
the iris duller. 

Young birds have the wings and tail like the adults from 
the first; the evown ap[)ear8 to he bluish white with dark bars; 
the sides of the head innch marked with white; the upper and 
lower jdumage buff, the featheivs above with broad black borders 
all round, those below with ttTininai black bars, broadest on the 
breast. 

The Nestling is barred and s(|uamate(l all over, black bars on 
buff ground. 

Distribution. Himalayas fr<nn Kumaon and (larhw al to Eastern 
Assam, 3lanipur and the hills of Burma to lenasserim. It 
extends through the Indo-Chinese countries into Western China. 

Nidiffcation. Exactly the same as in the Purple Thrush in 
every respect, nest, eggs, breeding-season and site but it bret‘ds a 
little earlier, from the end of April to the beginning of June, rarely 
in the end of that month. Wliymper, however, ft)niul it breeiling 
in July near Naini-Tal and he describes the lining of the nest as 
being composed chiefly of li< hen. Thirty eggs a\erage 32*3 x 
21 5 inm.; maxima 33*1 x21*2 and 32*1 x 22 5 imn. ; minima 29*2 
X2l*l and 32*1 x 20*9 mm. A clutch of very small eggs taken 
by }Iopw’ 0 (Kl in Taunghoo measure only 27'3 X 20*0 mm. 

Habits. Tliose of the preceding bird. 


(619) Cochoa rothschildi, sp. nov. 

The WiiiTE-cHKKKEi) Green Thrush. 

Description. Differs from the Green 'Ihrush in having the whole 
of the lower parts almost entirely orange-brown from the breast 
to the under tail-coverts. The sides of the head, ear-coverts nnd 
cheeks are w bite, produced in a demi-collar on to the sides of the 
neck. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in Cochoa t/trtWi/r. 

Distribution. Of the two specimens known, one was taken in 
Sikkim and the other at Matchi in Manipur. 
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Lord llothscliild Ims examined the Britisli Museum series with 
me as well as his own series at 'I'niig, aud we can find no trace 
of connection between the two forms, which must therefore rank 
as species. 

Nidiflcation and Habits not recorded. 


Subfamily PRUNKJ.LIN.E. 

It is unfortunate that the widely-known liame Accentor cannot 
be used for any of the Hedge-Sparrows, and therefore Laiscopus 
Gloger, Handl. ii. Hilfsb. p. (lS4l), must be used in its nlaco 
for the bigger Hedge-Sparrows and J^nmeUa instead of TharrhaJens^ 
us the former name dates from ISlfi (VieilL Analyse nouv. Oni. 
p. 43) aud the latter only from 1S29 (Kaiip). As tlie name 
Accentor cannot be applied to these birds, the subfamily must be 
knowii by the name of the oldest genus and hence beci)mes 
PruneliimH as above, of which Prunella coVaris coVarls may be 
accepted as the type*. For the same reason 1 have reverted to the 
trivial name iledge-JSparrow, even tliougb such a term may be 
teel 1 uicaIly incotreet, 

The Pruncllhuf’ lire stmietimes accepted as a separate family on 
account of the scutellatioii of the tarsus, and 1 should follow this 
]»ractiee hut for the fact, already commented on, of some of the 
Chats when young having similar seutellations, persisting in a few 
individuals until the second year. 

The plumage of the young is es.sentially T!irush-like. and there 
can be no doubt of their proj>er place either with or next to the 
Turd i (If e. 

The Hedge-Sparrows are comparatively small birds, Pala'arctio 
and sub-tropical in their habitat. The sexes are alike; the hill is 
tinely pointed attd slightly notehed, uide at the hast* and com¬ 
pressed toxsainls the middle; the nostrils are large, diagonal and 
covered by a im inbrane ; the rictal bristles are few and weak ; the 
feathers of the forelieiul slightly disintegrated and the tail is either 
square or a little forked. 

There is a seasonal, but not very conspicuous, change of 
plumage owing to tlie abnision of the feathers in Winter, and the 
young moult into the adult plumage the first Autumn. 

Kep to Oenera. 

A. Wing long and pointed, over 84 inm . f.Aiscori s. p. 187. 

Jk Wing short and rounded, alw^ays less lhan 

85 mm. Pui’KF.r.i.\, p. 192. 


Genus LAISCOPDS. 

Latjtcopus iilo^er^ Handl. u, llilfsb., p. (1841). 

Type, Acemtor aJpinus, 

The genuB iMiscopm contams tiiose Hedge-lSparrows with a long 
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pointed wing. They are considerably larger than the birds of the 
other genus and generally more extensively migratory. 

The wing is longer than ^he tail by more than the length of the 
tarsus, the secondaries are only equal to the 7th or 8th primary. 

Key to Species. 

A. Breast umfonnly greyish brown. L. coUan\ p. 188. 

B. Breast rufous, the feathersedged with white. L. himalayanus, p. 191. 

Laiscopus collaris. 

Siumtis collaris Scop., Ann. I. Hist. Nat., p, 131 (1709). 
Type-locality : Karntheu. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Flanks chestnut without any white streaks. 

а. Barker and more brown. L. c nipalemis, p. 188. 

б. Paler and more giey . L. c. rufiltUus, p. 189. 

B. Flanks chestnut broadly edged with white. L. c. tibetanus^ p. 190. 

C. Flanks chestnut nari*owiy fringed with white. L. c. ripponiy p. 191. 

( 620 ) Laiscopus collaris nipalensis. 

The FJAS'fKHX Alpine Hedge-Sparrow. 

Accentor nipalensis Blyth, J.A.8, B., xii, p. OoH (1843) (Nepal) 
Blanf. k Oates, ii, p. 1(10, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. F'orehead to hind-neck greyi.sh brown, ob.soletely 



Fig. 24. Head of L. c. uf/Hilenm, 


centred darker; back more rufoiis-brown with the centres darker 
and broader; rump and upper tail-coverts pale rufous with faint, 
dark shaft-streaks; tail dark brown, tipped rufous on the outer 
webs, white on the inner webs ; les.ser wing-coverts like the hind- 
neck; other coverts very dark brown with white spots at their 
tips; scapulars and inner secondaries black with broad nifous 
edges paling at the tips; other quills dark brown narrowly edged 
and tipped with paler; centre of chin and throat white barred with 
black ; sides of head and neck and the whole breast greyish brown, 
specklecl with white round the eye; middle of the abdomen rufous 
grey, barred with blackish in young birds; flanks and sides of the 
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abdotnen chostnut; under tail-covert.s chestnut broadly edged with 
w'bite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black, the base and 
gape bright yellow; legs and feet fleshy-brown or light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 00 to 
102 mm.; tail 65 to 78 mm.; tarsus about 23 imii.; culmen 10 to 
LI mm. 

Toung birds have the whole lower plumage rufous*grey, 
streaked with blackish. The gape is a very conspicuous oi’ange-red. 

Birds collected by Mr. \V hyuiper in Garhwal were described 
by me as a new race under the name of L, c. whipnjferi (Btill. 
B. O.C\, XXXV, p. 60, 1915) on account of their very small size, 
wing 85 to 92 mm., and the red colour of the breast and underparts, 
the rufous also extending to the back. Mr. N. Kinnear has 
pointed out to me that this red colour appealrs to be artificial, 
probably due to the preservative used: more material therefore 
seems necessary before we accept this as a good race. 

Distribution. Sikkim, S.W.Tibet,Nepal, Garbwal. ICiimaon and 
SoiUii-East Kaslnnir. To the East it probably extends through 
the 111!Is of Assam, a specimen from the Dafla Hills being referable 
to this race. 

Nidiflcation. Mr. Wli ymper found this bin! breeding in some 
numU^rs in the Garbwal Hills at a height of about 15,000 feet. 
The nests lie describes as cups made entirely of moss and placed 
M*ell under the shelter of a .stone. Thi*y apj)anuitly often lay only 
two eggs and never more than three, as he saw many nests 
coiitaiiiing only two young ones. Two eggs taken by him measure 
23’0xl6*l and 221x16*0 imii. They were taken on the 
27til of May. 

Habits. TIk^ Eastern Alfiine Iledge-iSparrow is a bird of very 
high elevations, being found from 12,000 to l(»,0OU feet in the 
breeding-season and wandering down tt) about 8,0no feet in AViuter 
and occasionally down to about 5,00tt feet, at which height it has 
been found below Darjeeling and again in tlie Dafla Hills. On the 
otlier hand, the Mt. Everest Expedition saw this bird at 21,000 feet 
and actually procured a simhmen at 18,500 feet. In habits it 
resmubles its British cousin, being a quiet, skulking little bird, 
haunting undergrowth and scrub, slipping (juietiy about aiul 
uttering a regular little Heilge-Sparrow song. Its flight is strong 
and direct. 

(621) Laiscopus collaris rufilatus* 

The Turkestan JIkihjk-Spakhow*. 

Accenfor rujilatm Severtz., 8apisti d. Turk., p. 45 <1879) 

(Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Eastern Alpine Accentor but much 
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paler both above and below; more grey and less brown and with 
the rufous Hanks imicli less rich. 

Colours of soft parts. Similar to the same in L, c. nipahmis. 

Measurements. VV'ing 88 to 102, generally well over 90 mm.; 
culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. I'Jorth-West Frontier mountains from Baluchistan 
to Gilgit jind North-West Kashmir. Simla, probably a straggler 
only. 

Nidlfication. Similar to that of the last bird. Four eggs 
collected by Mr. Crump for Col. A. E. Ward measure 24*0 x 
14*3 mm. Captain C. H. T. AVhitehead found them breeding 
freely on the Sated Koh above 12,0U0 feet, placing their nests in 
crevices of, or under, rocks. These, the nests, were neatly made 
of grass and roots, lined with fur and hair. The eggs or young 
numbered two or three only and tlm former measured 21*5 x 
14*5 mm. They were taken on the 1st of July. 

Habits. Those of the species. This race seems to fretjuent 
lower levcds than the last one, breeding between 10,0(tu and 
14,000 feet and being sometimes found as low as S,0U0 feet even 
in Svimmer, whilst Whiteliead found it down to feet in the 

Samaiia in Winter. 


(622) Laiscopus collaris tibetanus. 

The Tibet Hedge-Sparrow. 

Accentor collaris Bianchi, Ann. Mus. Zool. Attad. IVtersh,, 

ix, p. 128(1904) (E. Tibet). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Bather darker than //. e, rnjihuus but deci<i<*dly 
paler than L, c. nipaUnsis and differing from all the other races 
found within the limits of this work in having the feathers (4 the 
deep chestnut flanks broadly fringed with white and the tail very 
boldly tippled with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill yellow at base and 
black at the tip; legs pale fleshy horn-colour. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 104 mm.; culmen 12 to 13*5 mm. 

Distribution. Gobi, Kansu, East Tibet to Huaiiche, Koko Xur 
and ? .South-East Tibet to the plateaus aliove Gyaiitse, 

Nidification. Fragments of skins sent mo with nests and eggs 
from South-East Tibet appear from the deep chestnut flanks to 
be of this race and not of the last. The nests are described as 
l)eing built in crevices of rocks or under stones on rcxiky hillsides. 
Judging from the remains they were originally deep cups made of 
grass, roots and twigs, mixed with moss and lichen and lined 
witli wool or hair. They w^ere taken in June and July, with tlie 
exception of one found in May, at elevations of 12,000 to 
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15,000 feet. The eggs are nob distinguishable from those of other 
races of this species. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(623) Laiscopus collaris ripponi. 

Hippon's JIedge-Spahrow. 

PnmelUi collaris npponi lIaitert,V6g. Pal., i, p. 76() (1913) (Gyi-dzu- 
Slian). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very dark bird both above and below, the tail 
tipped with rulesieiit and the cliestnut flanks with narrow 
rutesceiit edges to the feathers, not always present. 

Colours of soft parts. ‘"Iris brown; bill black with pale base; 
legs fleshy ” {llipjwu), 

Meakurements. Wing to 98 mm.; culrnen 12 to 12*5 nun. 

Distribution. N. Siian States, Vunnan, 8zechuan and N.W. 
China, S.E. Tibet. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(G:>^) Laiscopus himalayanus. 

Til K A I.T A I H Ej)GE-8PAIlU(»V. 

.Accentor himalayanus Hlyth, J. A, 8. B., xi, p. 187 (1812) {Hima- 
hivas); Bhuif. & (>ate«, ii, p. 168. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape and hiud-neck grevish 
brown with darker central streaks; hack, scapulars and inner 
secondaries black, broadly luarginel with rufous and the latter 
with whitish tips; rump and central tail-coverts pale grevish 
brown, faintly streaked darker; outer tad-coverts black edged 
with pale rufous ; tail dark brown edged ami tipped pale rufous ; 
wing-cov<*rts blackish, e<!ged with rufous and tipped white; 
primaries and outer secondaries brown, narrowly edged with pale 
rufous ; a narrow pale gnw sii{K*rciIiinn ; featliers under the eye 
blackish, speckled with white; ear-eoverts rulous, pale-shafted ; 
chin, throat and fore-neck white, the sides handed with black and 
an indefinite collar next the breast; remainder of lower plumage 
rufous, the feathers edged with white and a few feathers in the 
centre of the breast sometiir.es sub edged with a narrow black 
line : cent re of abdomen and vent almost v\ bite ; under tail coverts 
blackish with broad white margins. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brick-red to carmine ; bill black, tlie 
gape and base of low’er mandible fleshy ; legs and feet flesby-brow n, 
claws nearly black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing v88 to 
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98 mm.; tail 90 to 95 min. ; tarsus about 21 mm.; culuien 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Prom tlie Altai to Turkestan, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan, Kashmir in the extreme North, West and East 
through Nepal and Sikkim to the Mini Hills. Probably through¬ 
out Tibet, for I have had skins sent me from Y«atuug, Phari and 
Bhamtso. 

Nidiflcation. The Altai Hedge-Sparrow certainly breeds in 
Gilgit, Ladak, Sikkim and S.E. Tibet and probably throughout 
its range at elevations above 10,000 feet. In Tibet it does not 
seem to breed below 12,000 and more often above 16,000 feet. 
The nest is like that of the eoiiimon Hedge-Sparrow, as are the 
eggs, though these latter are a good deal smaller, measuring about 
23*2X 16*0 min. 

Nests with eggs have been taken in the Altai in May and in 
Gilgit, Ladak and Til>et in May, June and July. 

Habits. The Altai Hedge-Sparrow is only locally migratory, 
thougli Ward speaks of large flocks passing through Kashmir in 
Winter. Probably these were birds merely migrating from 
higher to lower levels. In Summer they may be found any¬ 
where between 12,000 and 17,000 feet, but in Winter descend to 
6000 feet, at which height Whitehead found them common in the 
Sainana from December to April feeding in large Hocks among 
stones near the fort. They appear to prefer wild, bleak country 
with little but scrub anil grass vegetation and much broken by 
rocky outcrops and stony wastes. 

Genus PRUNELLA. 

Prunella Vieill,, Aiifilyse nouv. Ornith., p. 45 (18](‘)). 

Type, Accentor modular is. 

The genus Prunella contains those Hedge-Sparrows which differ 
from the last in being sinaller, with shorter and more rounded 
wings only slightly longer than the tail, and the secondaries fall 
short of the primaries by a distance equal to about lialf the 
length of the tarsus. 

The birds of this genus are sedentary or only locally migratory. 

Keg to Species. 


A. Upper plumage imstreaked. P. immaculata, p. 19.5. 

B. Upper pUimajife streaked. 

a. So superciliuni .. P. rubtculoides^ 

h, A distinct supercilium. 

a\ Chill and throat black. P. atrogularis, p. 194. 

lf\ Chin and throat white or fulvous. 
a'\ Breast of aamo colour as rest of 

lower plumage . P, fuhescens^ p. l\)7, 

Ij'. Breast ferruginous and not the 

sarao as rest of lower plumage .. P, strophiaUt, p. 196. 
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(025) Prunella immaculata. 

The Maroon-backed Hedge-Sparrow. 

Accentor xmmaculatm P. Z. S., 1845, p. 34 (Nepal). 

Tharrkaleus iinmaculatus. Jllanf. & Oates, ii, p. 109. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores dusky black; crown and nape dark ashy- 
grey, the feathers of the forehead and sides of the crown edged 
with white; interscapulars and back grey tinged with golden 
rufous ; scapulars and Iona er back chestnut-maroon, shading into 
golden grey on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail dark grey- 
brown, obsoletely rayed darker; primary-coverts black; other 
coverts blue-grey ; primaries and outer secondaries dark brown, 
all but the two outermost edged with liglit grey; innermost 
secondary all maroon and those next it maroon on the outer web; 
chin, throat, sides of head and the breast ashy-grey, tinged with 
t)live on tlie last-named ; vent, extreme posterior flanks and under 
tail-coverts dark rufous-chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pearl-white or yellowish white; bill 
black ; Icg^^ and feet dark brown or horny-brown to pale fleshy- 
brown. 

Measurements. Total huigth about IGO mm.; wing 74 to 
S4 in in. ; tail 50 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet, Hills North of Assam, to 
Vumiau and Western Ciuna. 

Nidiflcation. 11iis Hedge-Sparrow breeds in some numbers in 
Sikkim and South Tibet from 10,()0o to 15,000 feet, making a 
coarsely built rough nest of varying amounts of grass, leaves, 
twigs, moss, <*tc. generally well lined with w’ool or hair, sometimes 
only with soft grass, 'the ne.sts are placed either on the grounfi 
or close to it in some dense bush <'r mass of brambles. The eggs 
are of the usual Hedge-Sparrow blue and number from three to 
live in a full set. Tiiirty eggs average 19*5 x 14*4 nun. : maxima 
20’6 X 140 and 19-5 x 15*3 mm,; minima 17’5xl40 mm. 

The breeding season is from the i iid of May to the end of .Inly 

Habits. Those of the family. 

(620) Prunella rubeculoides. 

The Hoiux Hedge-Sparrow, 

Accrntor ruheculoidex Moore, P. Z. S., 18.*)4, p. 118 {Xcpfll), 

T/tarrhaleus rtihrcnloities. Hlanf. v'c Oates, ii, p. 1(>9. 

Vernacular names. Phoo-chimj-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. For<‘bead, crown, nape and aides of head brown ; 
back, scapulars and rump rufous-brown with broad black centres ; 

VUL. II. o 



194 


TUKDID^. 


upper tail-coverts olive-brown ; tail brown with pale edges ; lesser 
and median wing-coverts ashy-brown, tipped white and with dark 
centres ; greater coverts brown, centred dark, edges rufesceiit and 
tipped with rut'escent white; quills dark browti edged paler and 
the innermost secondaries broadly edged with rut'escent; chin, 
throat and fore-neck ashy-brown ; breast dark ferruginous ; lower 
breast, abdomen and flanks pale fulvous or almost white, the sides, 
vent and under tail-coverts streaked with rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris whitey-brown to clear pale brown; 
bill black ; legs and feet flesby-brown to horny reddish brown; 
claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 to 170 mm.; wing 75 
to 81 mm.; tail 52 to 59 mm.; tarsus about 21 inm.; culmeu 
about 11 mm. 

The Young bird has no red on the breast, tliese parts being 
streaked with black on a buffy-brown ground : the black bases of 
the feathers of the throat and neck are very obvious, giving a 
mottled appearance; the feathers of the head are also more 
streaky in character. 

Distribution. HimalayavS from the Afghan Frontier to 'Pibet and 
the Hills Xorth of the Brahmaputra to Szeclnian and Ivansn. 

Nidiflcation. 'Phis is a very common Hedge-Sparrow from 
La<lak to Eastern Tibet, breeding between 10,000 and 15,000 feet 
during June and July and sometimes in May. The nest is a typical, 
untidy Hedge-Sparrow nest, placed in the low tliorn-bnshes which 
grow over so great an extent of these plateaus. .Most often three 
eggs only are laid, sometimes four, which are (piite indistinguish¬ 
able from other Hedge-Sparrows' eggs. Forty eggs average 19*S x 
14*7 mm.: maxima 21*0x 15*0 ami 2(>lxl53 mm.; minima 
18*6 X 14*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the family. It is said to Ik‘ a great skulker 
and its sweet little song is more often heard than tlie bird itself 
is seen. 


(627) Prunella atrogularis. 

Thk Bi.\ck-turoatki> H EDO E-Sparrow. 

Accentor atrogularis Brandt, Bull. Acad. St. Fetersb., p. 140 (1844) 
(Serai-Palatine). 

Tharrhalem airiyularU, Blanf. k Oates, ii, p. 170. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, ear-coverts, sides of the head, chin and 
throat black; a very narrow broken moustachial streak buff; 
forehead and crown dark brown, darker at the sides above a 
broad buff superciliurn, the feathers all centred darker: back and 
scapulars fulvous-brown, often ashy on the nape, with broad 
brown central streaks; rump and upper tail-coverts brow n ; tail 
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brown with very narrow paler edges; breast, sides of tlie neck 
and flanks ocliraceous buff with concealed black bases to the 
feathers and the flanks with brown streaks ; abdomen, vent arid 
under tail-coverts white to pale buff, the last-named uith broad, 
dark brown centres. Wings brownish black; the visible portions 
of the outer webs of all the featln^rs rufoiis-fulvous ; the median 
and greater coverts witli faint while tips to the outer webs ; in the 
innermost secondaries the deep brow n centres show conspicuously. 

After the Autumn moult the pale margins to the feathers of the 
upper plumage are broader and the general tinge paler; the 
throat U fringed with whitish aiid tlie black parts therefore duller 
and less conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; bill dark borny-brown, 
the base fleshy or yellowish horny ; legs and feet fleshy or horny- 
brown, the claws darker. 

Measurements. Total hmgth about 155 mm.; wing 72 to 
79 mm.; tail 58 to (54 mm.: tarsus about -1 mm. ; ciilmen about 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan and tlie Tian Schan ; Himalayas from 
Afghanistan and Halnchistan through Kashmir, (iarliwal. Nepal 
and Sikkim U) Tilh't. It lias been obtained in winter a^tar Sontli 
as the Salt Range. 

Nidiheation. This is not an ulUMimmon breeding bird in 4'jbet 
.above feel, p«"rhaj)s mor<* often over 14,000 in dune 

and duly and, probahiv, also in tlie end of May. 'fhe nest is 
typical of that of the fatnily, all those 1 have rce(*ived liaving 
been built in among the roots and lowest branches tif a prickly 
little thorn-hush. 4die eggs, thn*e or fotir in number in Tibet, as 
manv as six in rnrkestan, are not distinguishable from those of 
other species of this subfamily. riiirty eggs aNerage 10*1 x 
Ikl mm. and tlie extremos are: maxima 20*2 x 18*5 and 10*0 x 
14-7 mm. ; minima 17 4x134 mm. 

Habits. Those of the subfamily. 


Pnmella strophiata. 

Kf'ff to Sftbspecles. 

A, Above rufous-bi’tiwn ; tireast deep ferru- 

giiiuus . 1\ s. .<frop/itafa. p. lOO. 

Ik .Vb'ive givy-brow'M ; biva^t pale rufous.... 1\ s, jerdont\ p. 197. 

P. s. multistnata^ a race somewhat iutermetliaie which is found 
in ITuntuiu and W. China, is sure to be obtained befoiv long in the 
Hban States. Its vWp rufous suj)erciliiuu will suffice to .separate 
it. from P, «. Jenloni aud its more grey upper parts from P. s. 
Jttrophiata, 
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(iy2S) Prunella strophiata strophiata. 

The Rifous-breasted Hedge-Spakuow. 

Accentor drophiatm Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. (lvS U>) (Nepal). 

TharrJmlen^ strophmUts, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 171. 

Vernacular names. Phoochiny-pho (Lepcba). 

Description. AVhole upper pluiuage rutescvnt brown, eacli 
feather with broad blackish-brown ca^ntral streaks; tail brown 
with obsolete pale edges; a broad rufous supereiliuin bordereil 
with black and almost white over the lores; lores, cheeks and ear- 
coverts, dark brown; chin and throat white, with black spots at 
the sides and base : sides of the neck ashy with broad blackish 
streaks; wings brown, the feathers edged with rutoiis and the 
coverts with white tips; breast deep ferruginous: tlanks dull 
ferruginous, changing to white on the abdomen and under tail- 
coverts. ail these pans boldly streaked witli black. 

After the Autumn moult the upptT parts are more \Nidely 
fringed with rufous and look paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; i)ili hhu’kisli brown, the 
base horny yellowish; legs and feet lleshy or reddish brown; 
(daws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about ]'»(> mm.; wing (12 to 
72 mm,; tail ol to 62 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 

The Young bir/i is a richer rufous above and has practically tiie 
whole of the underparts bright fulvous, much streaked with dark 
brown ; birds of the year retain the brown streaks on tiie rufoas 
breast. 

Distribution. Nepal, Garhwal, Sikkim, Mountains Nortli of 
Assam, Soulh and Western Tibet. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range above 12,1 haH 
right up to the snow-line, from the lieginning of .lune to the end 
of July. The nest is the usual untidy eup, hut is finished off 
l)etter than most Hedge-Sparrows’ ne.stsare and is well and neatly 
lined with mof*s. Th(»y are placed, according to Mr. S. Wlivn^jun*, 
always in willows in (larliwal but in Tibet tinw build both in the 
willows and in any kind of scrub. The eggs generally number 
three, rarely four, are of the usual hliui and fifty eggs average 
19*6x14*4 inin.: maxima 20*9x14*4 and 20 1 x 150 nun.; 
minima 18*1 X 14*4 and 19*8x 13*5 mm. 

Habits. Frequents the higher plateaus betwi^eri l2,0no and 
16.000 feet, but in W^inter is found in Sikkim and the Assam Hills 
as low as 6,<^00 feet or even lower. Its habits, food, bight and 
voice ani similar to those of the other species of the genus but 
it docs not seem to be so inveterate a skulker. 
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(629) Prunella strophiata jerdoni. 

.) KU1>ON’s 11KDOE-SpaBKOAV. 

A( cent or jerdoni Brooks, J.A.S. B., xli, pt. 2, p. 

(Kashmir). 

litarrhalem jerdoni. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 172. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P,stroph'uUo. but generally paler and 
more grey, less rufous; the crown and nape are les.s boldly 
HtreaUed ; the superciliuin is much paler, the dark bands above it 
are more pronounced and wider and the breast is pale rufous 
instead of deep ferruginou>. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Kufous-breasted Hedg(*-SpaiTow. 

Measurements. Wing to 09 mm.; tail olito 57 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 rnm.; culmen about 11 mm. 

Young differ from the adult ?is do those of the preceding bird. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan and (Blgit to Kashmir, 
Simla and Northern Garhwal. 

Nidiilcation. Jerdon’s Hedge-Sparrow breeds throughout it^ 
range at 9,000 feet u[)wards during dune and July, it builds a 
rather neater nest than usual, generally of gniss and moss lined 
with fur or wool, hut sometimes mixed with other materials such as 
leaves and bracken. Uie <*ggs vary from three to six. most often 
four or five, and are similar to those of other birds of the genus. 
Forty eggs average ]9*05x IB s mm. : maxima 21*lxlB-(» and 
19*9x14*6 mm.; minima 17 3X 1B*B and 21*1 x 13*0 inm. 

The birds nearly always place their nest in the juniper-scrub, 
sometimes in pines or other small trees. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Prunella fulvescens (Severtzoff). 

Type-locality : Turkestan. 

Prunella fulvescens has been divided into iive races;— P, f. 
fulvescensy rurkcstiui; P. f dresseri Jiartert, East Turkestan ; 
P, f, duhuricHS 'Paezanowski, E. ^Siberia; I\ f, oculars Kailde, 
Kus-jurdi, Faucasiun Mr, and P. f. f<vfani O. Grant, Arabia. 

Of these the tir.st two are supposetl to come within the limits of 
\h\» work, J\ f, fulvescvns being found in Tibet and Sikkim and 
P. f dre^serl in Gilgil, Kashmir, etc. The former is supposed to 
be a darker race, the latter a paler one, but they are extremely 
difficult to divide and among the specimens retained in the 
British Museum under the name of P. f, fidvescem there ai*e two 
collected by Br/iCw alsky on the Imrders of Til>et which am paler 
than 9 out of 10 of those in the series of P, /, dressen, A third 
bird collected by the same natundist from the Dytschu Kiver is 
us dark as any of those from Turkestvan and Kashmir. 

ludividuttls of this Hedge-Sparrow evidently vary greatly and 
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1 iViil fo h'lhf any distinguishing feMiiro in colour or ?»i36a botwaeii 

r. drfs^eri and f, nlir€se^'ns. I tlimdon^ plaor all our Itutinn birtU 

uiultT tlu‘ latter name. 

( (hio) PninellA fulvescens tulrescens. 

TiiK Biiowjf IIkdok-Spahbow. 

nttn'rficjt>ni</uirescens. Ifhlit. X' (hites, il, p. 1/ I. 

Vernacular names, \eiie recordod. 

Description. A siipercilium from the nostrihs to tin* na])e white 
or butty white, forehead to nape uinber-hrowi^ darkest next the 
supereilium ; back uiul seapiilars asby-brown streaked with dark 
brown and varying inneh in tint in specimens from the sann’ 
locality; in some these parts are almost grey, in others fulvons- 
brown or even tinged with rufous, though 1 cun see tio constant 
geographical variation ; tail-coverts and rump pale brown un¬ 
streaked, tail brown with pale edges ; wings brown, the feathers 
edged with the pale colour of the !)ai-kand the median and greater 
coverts with pale tips ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts ami a patch 
behind them blackish brown ; lower plumage pale hulTy white to 
(whraceous hufl\ generally paler on the chin, throat and centre of 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris ytdiow to dark brown: bill dark 
horny-brown, paler at the base; legs and feet ileshy or yellowish 
brow n, claws darker. 

Measuremeuts. Wing 71 to 80 mm.; tail o7 to 00 mm.; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; eulmen about 11 inrn. 

Distribution. Turkestan West to Kansu, 8outh Mongolia, 
(lilgit, Kashmir, l.^idak, Tibet, Sikkim and ilill.s North of the 
lbahma[>ntni above 10,00t) feet. 

Nidification. This Jlcdge-Sparrow breeds from Turkestan lo 
i^adak and Tiljet and povssibly in e.xtreme North-West Kashmir, 
making the usual untidy cup~sliap(Ml nest of grass, moss, etc., 
placed in some low bush. The eggs, four or H\e in number, aro 
of the u>ual lledge-kSparrow* character and sixty average 
14*;i mm.: maxima 206x 14*1 and 10*4x15 1 mm.; minima 
18 3 X 14*0 and 10*1 x 13‘3 min. 

The breeding-season externls well into the end of August, few 
biinls laying before the middle of June. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This species is sup[)osed to he 
migratory in the true sense of the term, leaving its summer haunts 
altogether in tlie winter, ft certainly, however, is rcHident in 
parts of Tibet throughout the year though moving v**rtically with 
the seasons and it may well prove to he a constant resident in 
Gilgit and Ladak under similar conditions. Both Walton and 
8teen found this bird breeding iKstween 12.000 and 14,000 feet 
round about Gyant.se, and the Everest Expedition (A'inu^ir) 
records it from 12,000 to Kl,500 feet in July. 
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Fig. ‘Ji). — lerjtiiij'fti'ne p, 


I'umily MUSCl CAPIU.K. 

Tlu^ iiitriiiNic imiscleH of the syrinx fixed to tlie ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; tiu* edges of both mandibles smooth, the 
upper one simply notched; hindi^r aspect of tarsus smooth, 
coinposetl of two entire longitudinal ianume ; wing with ten 
primaries; tongue non-iubular; nostrils clear of the line of the 
forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure 
than the upper edge is to the culineii; ])liunage of the nestling 
spotted or scpiamatod ; nostrils more or less covered by long curlj 
hairs; reel rices twelve ; tarsi short and rather weak ; an Autuinii 
moult only. 

The or Flycatchers, constitute a very lai'ge family 

of birds found all i>vt‘r the world and very well represented in 
India. Some are resident but many are migratory to a greater 
or less extent. 

The Flycatchers may lx* known by the mottled or squamated 
plumage of the young and by the presence of numerous hairs 
stretchifig from the, forehead over the nostrils. These hairs lie 
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horizontally and in all cases reach beyond the nostrils, in some 
genera reaching almost to the end of the bill. They must not be 
confounded with the rictal bristles, which are stiff aud strong and 
he laterally, nor should they be confounded with the lengthened 
shafts of the frontal feathers, which in some Thrushes resemble 
hairs. These latter, inoreorer, are never horizontal, nor do they 
extend over the nostrils except in cases where this is brought 
about by accident, such as careless preparation of the preserved 
specimen. 

The amount of mottling or squaination in the plumage of 
the nestling varies considerably, but is present to some extent 
in every species. It is, perhaps, least developed in the genus 
Terpsiphone^ the most typical of Fhc^atehers in other respects ; 
even in this genus, however, the mottled breast and spotted wing- 
coverts are unmistakable. 

The Flycatchers may further be recognized by their very feeble 
tarsi and feet, which incapacitate them from walking freely on the 
ground. This character is in itself sufficient to separate them 
from the Thrushes, in which the feet and tarsi are long and 
strong. 

Young Flycatchers moult into adult or semi-adult plumage the 
first Autumn but many take two years or more to acquire 
the fully adult plumage and breed freely in immature garb. 

Ill working out a key to the genera, Oates’ resource to colour in 
addition to structural and other characteristics lias been adhered 
to and it is noteworthy that science as it advances is finding that 
colour, more especially colour-pattern, is an older, more jiermanent 
character than many others hitherto so considered. 

Of the genera included by Oates in the first edition of the 
‘Avifauna’, one genus, MwfcUrea, has liad to be removed, as 
Mr. B. B, Osmaston has shown that the young are not mottled 
or squamated but pale replicas of the adult. I’heir proper place 
seems to be with the Warblers, Stjlviubp, 

Key to Getifra. 

A. Tail decidedly shorter than wing. 

a. Second primary equal to fifth. 
a'. Bill about twice as long a.$ broad at 

forehead . 

b\ Bill about equal in length and breadth 
at forehead.. 

b. Second primary much shorter than fifth. 

Frontal feathers normal and not con¬ 
cealing nostrils. 

a". Kictal bristles short and few in 
number. 

Sexes different. 

o*. Upper plumage brown or rufes- 
cont with black upper tail- 
coverts and white on base of 
tail .. 


Muscicai’a, p. iiOl. 

IIKMICHEMDON, p. 


SiPHU, p. 207. 





MUftCICAPA. 


201 


b\ Males above blue or black, 
I’einales brown or rufescent, 
but tail-covert« never black 
aiul no white on tail, 
a'. Jlill stronj^ and wide at 

base . 

h‘\ Hill narrow and t'eeble .... 
r'. lb)tli sexes blue throughout . . 
h\ Sexes alike; plumage plain 
brown or rufWent through¬ 
out. 

//*. First priiiiarv never less than 

half second '. 

t \ First primary much less than 

half second. 

b'\ liictal bristles very long and 
numerous. 

c\ Tail rounded: first primary 

longer than half second . 

<r. Tail even ; first primary less than 

half second. 

fi\ Frontal feathers dense and long, con¬ 
cealing no.strils. 

c '. Hill carinated and narrow: a bril¬ 
liant blue neck-.spot. 

</'. Hill broad and tint; no neck- 

spot . 

H. 'fail long as, or loiig<‘r than, wing, 

(’. Head cnj8te<i . 

d. Head not crested. 

e . Tail about equal to wing. 

Hill about twice as long as broad 

at base . 

Ijcngth of bill about equal to 

breadth at base. 

/ Tail considembly longer than wdug .. 


Cyornih, p. 2 HI. 
Nitidula, p. 2^37. 
Stoparola, p. 23H. 


ANTHirKS, p. 24.‘3. 
Alskonax, p. 248. 


OciiROMEl.A, p. 2o2. 
(‘CLICICAPA, p. 254. 


Nii.tava, p. 25(). 
Htill.KNTOMA, p. 261. 
Teiipsii’Hoxk, ]). 264. 


Hypotiiymis. p. 

Ohklidoriiy^nx, p. 274. 
Uhipidura, p. 276. 


(lenus HUSCICAPA. 

Muscieapu Linn., S. N., i, p. 304 (1760). 

'rype, Mtuicicapa striata. 

The genus Musricapa contains the Spotted Flycatchers, the 
Eastern race of which is found in India, whilst the Western race 
is a common Summer visitor to England and Europe. 

In this genus the sexes are alike; the bill in length is about 
twice its breadth neaivst the forehead; the rictal bristles are few 
and moderate in length ; the wing is long and pointed, the first 
primary being very small and the second very long and equal to 
the fifth ; the tail is siiuare and the plumage is streaked. Our 
Indian race is to some extent migratory. This form cannot be 
known as slbirica^ whicli is preoccupied by Ginelin, and must 
therefore be known as Mu$cic<fpa striata nenmanm of Poche. 
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Muscicapa striata. 

Vroeg. Catalogue, 1760. 

Tvpe-localitv : Holiaiul. 



Fig. 20. -Bill o(^f. nfriitfa iieuumnni. 

M. s, neinnanin differs from typical ^[. a*, striata in beinc; much 
paler, more grey, or fulvous grey, than brown. 

(631) Muscicapa striata neumanni. 

Thk Eastern .SiNnTED l-'LVCATCiiEit. 

yiuHicafHi ffrhola ncuviattat Ptx^be, Orn. Mouatsb., [>. 26 
(Siberia). 

Al/wcRVipa f/nsota, tllaid. & Oates, ii, p. I. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper parts greyish brown, the forehead, crown, 
and nape witli hrownish-black c<uitral streaks aiid the rump and 
upper tail-coverts more fulvous ; tail bn>w ii edged with pale 
rufcscent; wing-feathers brown, the primaries narr<)wly, the 
coverts arnl secondaries broadly edged vtitli pale fulvous or white ; 
lores greyish white; a buflfy-w lute ring round the eye ; t‘ar-coverts 
pale brown; sides of heiul and neck grey faintly streaked with 
brown and with a brow n moustaeliial streak ; remainder of low'f‘r 
plumage white, sometimes builish on the flanks and streakeil witli 
brow n on the breast and Hanks ; under wing-covt*rts and axillarit^s 
rich cream. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill hlackiMh brown, fleshy 
on the basal lialf of the lower m.aiidible ; legs ami feet black. 

Measurements. I'otal lengtli about IoO mm.: w ing So to 61 nun.; 
tail 63 to 70 mm.; tarsus about lo to 17 mm.; culmen about 
15 to 17 mm. 

Young liave the upj)er jiluinage ligliler and more fulvous with 
dark brown edges to tbo featliers; w ing-fi^athers broadly edgt cl 
and tipped with buff and lower plumage much marked w ith dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Eastern JSiberia, Turkestan, to Afghanistan and 
Baluchistan and in India, Hind, Kajpulana, N.W. Frontier 
Province, and Khatiawar. The Persian breeding-bird probably also 
belongs to this form, though the skins I have received witli eggs 
are too battered to allow of certain diagnosis. It has also been 
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procured in PaleBtine, Arabia, Soutii Persia, and South Meso¬ 
potamia, whence there are specimens in the British Museum. 
The Palestine breeding-birds are possibly of this race. 

Nidiftcation. Scully found this bird breeding in the pine- 
forests in Gilgit, Wardlaw Jtainsay took two nests in Afghanistan, 
Wliitchead in Chitral, and more reomtly it has been taken near 
Sheraz in Persia. The breeding-season seems to be May and 
June and the nest is just like that of its Kuropean cousin, a cup 
of roots, grass, moss, shreds of bark, etc., lined with roots, grass, 
and featliers, placed either on a hraiieh next the trunk or in 
a crevice or hole in a tree or a building. The eggs are four or 
live ill number and vary fnim a very pale sea-green, ratlier 
profusely marked with light reddish brown, to a pale stone or 
cream colour, the whole surface of whicli is nearly covered witli 
blolciies and freckles of light red. Fortv-eight eggs average 
I8*iix 14 - min. and the extremes are: maxima 210x 14*2 and 
19-1 X 15*0 mm. ; minima 16*0 X 15*(i and 17*9x12*9 n\m. 

Habits. Practically nothing o!» record, hut, according to 8cully, 
it is a bird of the wilds and not a domestic, village-haunting bird 
like the Kuropean form, in Persia, however, wiien breeding, it 
ap[>ears to freipieiit the vicinity of human habitations, orchards 
and gardens. The South Palestine breeding-bird is also found 
frequenting the orange groves and orchanls round town" and 
\ illag(*s and seems as tame a bird as the European one. It is only 
a very rare stragglm* to India in n inter. 


(icnus HEHICHELIDON. 

llemicheUditn ilodgsO’i. l\ Z. S.. p. .‘>2. 

Type, ffifdrioi (Gmelin), 

'^riie genus lit niichdviou contain" two species of I'lycatchers 
whicli are permanent resilients in the llimalayas. a considera]>K' 
number descending to the lower ranges and }>]ains in wiutt r. 

In li I’iiilchdidon the bill \ie\ved from abov«‘ is almost an eqm 
lateral triangle, sharp-pointed, pinched in at tlie tip and \erv 
depre.ssed; the rictal bristles are moderate; tlie nitig is long, 
reaching nearly to the end of the tail, (lie lirsl primary ver\ 
minute anil the second eipial to the lifth: ti>e tail is square. In 
this genus the sexes are alike and the plumage is brown or ferru- 
ginous. 

It is unfortiinate that both the names by which our Indian 
birds have hitherto been known have to be chaugt*d. The true 
//. sihirica of (iinelin is a larger and much greyer bird than any of 
the Indian forms and the name/»fbf;uii>,m (llodgson), by which the 
principal of these has hitherto been know n, is twice preoccupied— 
by Sjiarrman, Mus. Carls., p. 147 (1787), and by Gmelin, S. N.. 
i, p. 932 (1789). In the same way is preoccupied by 

Mmckaimferrtujinca Gmelin, p. 847. 
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Ketf to Species, 

A. Oeiieml colour of plumage some shade of 


brown ... J£. siffirica^ ]>. 21)4. 

}>. General colour of plumage terniginous. //. i mcmVr/M, p. 201). 


Hemichelidon sibirica. 

Mttscicupa sihinca Gmelin, S. N., i, p. 036 (17/^S) (Luke Baikal 1. 


Kep to Suftspecies, 

A. General plumage sooty-brown. li. fi. caraOata^ p. 204. 

H. General plumage grey-brown . If. e. ijulmerffi^ p. 205. 

C. General plumage deep blackish brown . . //. x. rothschil£i^ p. 2(K». 


(632) Hemichelidon sibirica cacabata. 

Tin: SooTV FMCAitiiEu. 

yfuscicapa aibirica cacafxita IVnard, Proc. N. 1'. Z<»ol. ( lub, \ii,p. 21 
(1010) (Nepal). 

Hemichelidon sibirica. Blaiif. A' Gates, i, p. 5 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Dang-chin^pa-pho (Lep(dia). 

Description. Above sooty-brown, the feathers of the lieiul with 
obsolete dark centres and the wing-coverts and secondaries mar¬ 
gined pale rufescent or whitish; a ring of buff or \\hito round the 



Pig. 27.—Bill of //. sibirb a c/vaUttn, 

eye; lores and sides of the head mottled white or brown ; centre 
of throat and a patcli on lower throat white; sides of chin and 
throat, breast and Hanks smoky-brown, marked on the two latter 
with white to a varying degree; abdomen and vent white; under 
tail-coverts white often centred with brown. The colour of the 
upper parts varies considerably individually, possibly with age but, 
as far as 1 can see, independent of habitat. In some it is more 
brown, in others almost slaty-brow’n and a few birds, probably 
young, are rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible dark brown ; 
lower mandible yellowish ; legs and feet brownish bhK*k or black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm.; wing 
70 to 75, in ono specimen 76 inm.; tail 50 to 55 mrn.; tai*su8 
about 13 mm.; culmeu about 8 to Si mm. 

Young are dark brown, well streaked above with rufescent and 









thtt wing-featliers broadly edgeil with the same; the lower 
plumage is mottled and streaked witli blackish browu and dull 
white or fulvouH-white. 

Distribution. Nopal to Ka^torn As^am; Tibet to Kaneii; 
Manipur, Lusliai llills and hills of N.K. Burma down to the 
Malay IVninsula and Siam. 

Nidification. Hodgson ligures the nest as a massive, rather 
shallow pad with a ciip-sliafxnl cavity composed of moss and 
lichens, linetl with black moss-roots, [t was said to have been 
placed on the stump end of a broad broken branch. The egg 
is described as similar to the better-kiiowu eggs of the next sub- 
specit's. 

Habits, 'rhi.s 8ooty Flycatcher seems to be more migratory than 
the Kashmir Sooty Flycatcher, coming well into the plains of 
Assam in Winter and also visiting the Terai below the Sikkim 
Jlills. In Sununer it is a{)pareiitly found between b,00b and 
14,000 iVef,and, in Tibet, may wander occasionally higher even 
than liiis. 


Hemichelidon sibirica gulmergi. 

'J’hk Kashmir Sooty Fl\< atchfji. 

JLniii hrudon aibirwa (juhuertji Siunrt Baker. Bull. B. (I. C., xliii, 
p. BV) ((tulnieri.% Kashmiri. 

Hi micheliihtn Mhiricn. lihmf. Crates, ii, ]». o (pari.). 

Vernacular names, Nom* recorded. 

Description, Similar to the preceding race, but decidedly paler 
and mori‘ grey both above and below but, at the same time, not 
nearly so ])ure a grey as in //. s, Hilnrira, 

Colours of soft parts as in Jf, s, auahata. 

Measurements as in H. s. rnad»ata. Wing 70 to 70 mm. 

Distribution, N.W. Himalayas irom Afghanistan ami IFvlu- 
cliistan to Kashmir and (iarliwal. 

Nidification. 'fhe Kaslimir Sooty Flycatcher brei‘ds tlirougliont 
its range Iw^tween S.tino aiid ll,<KK> Bvt from the middle of May 
to the middle of Jidy. 'I'ho nest is a bulky but fairly eomp>act 
and well-m:id<' cup of moss, both dry and given, lichens and roots, 
lined with the latter or with gras.s and sometimes a few feathers. 
It i.s gtnierally pl.ieed on tlie horizontal branch of a spruce or other 
Conifer at a <*ousidcrable height from the ground, at other limes 
(]uit(» low down and occasionally again.st a slum[) of dead tive. 
JJaviilson found that fn^queutly in Kashmir sinernl pairs bre<l 
close together. The eggs iiumlxn* three or fcnir. \ery rarely tiv4‘. 
They are pale stone, yellowish, or greenish-grey in ground-colour 
but so prolus<dy covennl with almost invisibh* specks of light red 
that they look uni<‘olouivd olive at a little distance. Fifty eggs 
average 151) X 12 I mm. : luaxitnu 17*1 x 12*8 mm.; minima 15 0 
X 11*6 mm. 
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Habits. Tl. is little Flycatcher is found between 8,000 and 
12,000 feet in Summer, descending to the foot-hills above 3,000 
feet ill Winter, rarely venturing actually into the plains. It is a 
forest-bird but prefers the outskirts of such as are not very 
dense and it seems esjiecially fond of spruce. It is a typical little 
Flycatcher in every respect; a rather (piiet bird hut witli a sweet, 
although weak, song. It is extremely common over the greater 
)>art of Kashmir in summer over 8,000 feet. 

(034) Hemichelidon sibirica rothschildi. 

Tub Yunnak Sooty Flyoatciiku. 

JlirmichelitloH nihirica rot/tschiidi Stuart Haker, Kull. 15, xhii, 

p. 150 (Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very mucli darker than any of the other race>, 
almost sooty-black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the otluu- races. 

Measurements as in the otlier race'*. 

The young in all three races vary frotn om* another as «1.> tin* 
adults, though the diUerem^es aiv accentuated in this rac»i hv the 
dark buff colour of the spotting. 

Distribution.. Yunnan. A biril from the Shan Statt s st ems to 
btdong to this race. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(1535) Hemichelidon cinereiceps. 

The FERiuJCiixous FEYCArciiBu. 

Hemichelidon cinereiceps flodgs., P. /. S.. I ( Ni pal). 

Hemichelido n ferruyinea. itlunf A: Oates, ii, p. (I. 

Yemacolar names. Daufj-chim-fm pho (I/cncha). 

Description. Forehead and crown dark ashy-firown, ])aler on 
the hind neck and shading into reddisii brown on the back, si apu- 
lars and lesser wing-coverts and, again, into cliestniit on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; tail reddisii brown, darker at the tips and 
with the terminal halves of the outer webs brownish ; median and 
greater coverts brown, edged and tipped with chestnut ; quills 
and primary-covert8 very dark brown, the secondaries brc»}idly 
edged with chestnut; a white or fulvous-white ring round the 
eye; lores and ear-coverts mixed fulvous and brown ; a large 
patch of white on throat and fore-neck often extending in a line 
to the chin; breast nifous with brown centres to the feathers; 
flanks and under tail-coverts chestnut, paling to white on the 
centre of the abdomen and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blue-brown to almost black; bill 
black, the commissure atul base of the lower mandible yellowish ; 
legs fleshy-brown. 
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M6&8iir6m6Xit8. lotal length about 145 to 150 mm.; wing 08 
to min.; tail 48 to 50 mm.; culmeii 8 to 0 inm.; tarsus 12 
to 18 mm. 

Young bird, heathers of the head boldly centred with huffy 
white to tulvous, tlie upper plumage chestnut streaked with 
blackish: wing coverts broadly edged with chestnut and whole 
lower parts dull pale dies! nut. 

Distribution. Himalayas^ (Tarliwal to Kastern Assam, Manipur, 
and higher hills of A'ortlieru Burma and Western (Jhina. In 
Winter extending to all Burma, Malay Peninsula, South China, 
Pnrmosa, Hainan and tiie Indo-Chinese countries to Borneo, 
Palawan, cdc. 

Nidiffcatiou. I he I'c^rruginous hlycatclier breeds throughout 
its area alu.ve cnoo feel, luore ofiVn above 0,000 and up to 
8,tJO0 or 9,000 feet, hut tht*re is very litile on recorii about it. 

Nests found by Mr. B. B. Osma^ton near Darjeeling were cups 
made of ino^s lined uitii a mixture of white lichen and black 
rhi/.omorph. 'Fwo were |)laeed 40 er 50 feet up in lofty oak-trees 
oil projections made by broken branclie**, but tlie third was on a 
small tn‘e and about lo from the ground. 

rh(‘ «‘ggs taken by Mr. i )sinasinn ami the few others 1 have 
w‘eu are pale sea-green in ground-ci>loui\ practically the whole 
surface covered witli very tiin* piiikish-red frccklings, denser and 
forming a ea[> or zone at the larg’*t* cud. They measure about 
1 >-8 X 14*8 mm. 

rhe briMaliiig-season is May or June. 

Habits. 1'his Fiyeatcher ap|M‘ars sometimes to he a permanent 
revsulent ht^twinui 4.<mm) and i»,000 feet, being found summer 
and winter haunting 'ery n*stricted areas, generally in open oak- 
forest. Other binls, probably Summer resulentsof higher altitudes, 
scatter far and wide liuring the \\ inter to very great distances, 
'riiev s<vm to )>e rare over most of the Himalayas so far :is is 
known at pn^seiit and arc shy retiring little birds, very silent 
and (|uiet in all their habits. Mr. Osmaston, however, says they 
are very common near Darjeeling. 

Oenus SIPHIA. 

Siphta Hodgs., hid. Kev., i, P* b5I 0887). 

Type, S. sirophiaUi, 

The genus Slphia contains two species which occur in India and 
which liavo been placed in various genera, but which ap|)ear to 
constitute a perfectly good genus, differing from Muscicapa^ 
in many obvious characteristics. 

Ill Siphia the sexes are differently coloured, the base of the tail 
in both sexes is white, th« upper tail-coverts black and the back 
brown or rufous. The bill is small and the rictal bristles mode¬ 
rate ; the wing is of motierate length, sharply pointed and the first 
primary is shorter than half the second ; the tail is square. 
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mfscicapida:. 


Ketj to Species, 

A. Breast chestnut, not extending to the chin or 


throat .. *S. strophiata, p, 208. 

B. Chin and throat chestnut. S, parva, <^, p. 210. 

C. No chestnut on lower plumage . *V. parvoy $ , p. 210. 


Siphia strophiata. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Throat black . S. s. strophiatay p. 208. 

B. Throat dark grey . *V. .s. fwicoyularisy p. 209. 

(G36) Siphia strophiata strophiata. 

The OBAyOE-GOBaETEI) I'LYCATCirEU. 

Siphia strophiata Hodga., lud. lieview, i, p. t>51 (18157) (Nepal); 
Blanf. Sc Oates, ii p. S. 

Vernacular names. Siphia (Nepal); Phatt-taamh-pho (I^pcha), 
Description.— Adult male. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged 
with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail black, all 



Fig. 28.—Bill of s. :>/rophia(a. 

but the central rectrices with white bases; a narrow line across 
the forehead black; forehead to eye white; feathers above eye, 
ear-coverts and cheeks deep slaty changing to black on chin and 
throat; lesser wing-coverts slate-grey; other coverts and quills 
brown, edged with fulvous; breast aiui Hanks slaty-grey changing 
to white on abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill black in the 
breeding-season, paler below and on base of lower nmndibh^ at 
other times; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about Ifht mm.; wing to 
80 mm.; tail ;>2 to 59 inin.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male, but without the black and w'ith 
very little white on tlie forehead; the rufous gular patch small 
and pale and the dark parts of the chin, throat, etc., replaced 
with a-shy. 

Young. Above brow n, streaked and mbit led w ith fulvous; IkjIow' 
fulvou!*, squainated with black edges to the feathers ; tail as in the 
adult. 
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Distribution. Breeding tiiroughont tlie Himalayas from Kashmir 
to Eastern Assam, North Borneo and Western China. Winter 
Soutli to Tenasserim and extreme Kastern Bengal. 

Nidificatiou. Ti je OrafJge-gorgeti'd Flycatclmr breeds between 
8,000 and 12,000 feet in the erid of April, May, and occtisionally in 
early June. I'he nest, tirsi described by Mr. B. B. Osmaston 
from the Tons liiver in Telu*i, Garhwal, is a cup-shaped affair “ of 
moss and maiden-hair rachides, lined with the latter chiefly but also 
with a few feathers and some yellow papery substance resembling 
birch bark.” It is ap])arently invariably placed in a small natural 
hollow in a tree live to ten feet from the ground. The eggs, 
three in number, are unlike liiose of any other Indian Flycatchers, 
being pure white, rather glossy long ovals, measuring about 
19*r‘tx mm. I saw these little Flycatchers in May and June 
at aluuit 0,000 feet both in N. Cachar and in the Kliasia Hills, 
and they may possibly have bred there. 

Habits. In Summer, when breeding, a very shy little bird ; in 
Winter it is one of the boldest and is found in gardens and com¬ 
pounds as well as in clearings of forests. It has a sweet little 
song, wbiclj is seldom sung, and also a very low, rather croaky. 
little chui‘i\ uttered both when sitting and flying. It likes to take 
its j)ereh on some low stunij) or garden-fence in the open, whence 
it sallies after insects, generally sei/.iiig them in the air but some¬ 
times taking tiuun on tlu‘ *»round. When not busy feeding it 
constantly flits and expands its tail, the white and black showing 
up \erv conspicuously as it does so. It is curiously constant to 
its pt'rch, often occupying the .same day after day for months 
togetlu*r, and returning to it again tl»e following season. 

(o:!7) Siphia strophiata fuscogularis. 

'PltR .-VNNAM OltAXGK-GOlKiKTKn FuYCA'IX HF.R. 

!Si phut fit top hi at o fu^aroffu laris Baker, Hull. B. O. C., xliii, p. 11 

(182:5). 

Vernacular names. None rt‘corded. 

Description. - Adult male. Differs from s. S, strophiata iii having 
the throat and sides of the? neck grey and the head the same colour 
as the hack. 

Colours of soft parts. ** Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs black, 
feet brown, soles yellow ” {Robinson). 

Measurements. Wing fls to 74 mm. 

Distribution. At pre.sent Annuin but it has been i‘eeorded from 
N. Shan States. 

Type cf» 1919.12.20.Langluan Peak, S. Aunam. 

Nidiflication. Robiu.soii says that a nest and eggs taken by him 
in Aiiiiatn are exactly like those of the preceding bird described 
by Mr. B. B. Osmaston in the Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. Journal. 
Mr. Robinson's eggs were taken from a shallow hollow^ in a large 

VOL. n. P 
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MUSCICAPIDiE. 


tree five feet from the ground. The three white eggs measured 
19-0 X 13-5 min. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Siphia parva 


Key to Subspecies, 


A. Chin, throat and breast chestnut,crown 

of different colour to back. 

iC Chiu and throat chestnut, breast asliy, 
crown and back of the same colour .. . 
C. Chin, throat, breast and upper abdomen 
chestnut, bordered on either side bv 

a black band . 

1). No chestnut on lower plumage. 

a. Paler above. 

b. Darker above . 


S. p. parva, , ]). 210. 

♦S', p. alhicilla, fj, p. 211. 

is. p. hyperythra, p;, p. 212. 

\ S. p. pan'll, 5 , p. 210. 

) S. p. alhicilla, J » P- -11- 
♦S’. 7>. hyperythra, p. -M2. 


( 638 ) Siphia parva parva. 

The El'Uope.vx IIed- nuEAsrpm pEYCArciiEii. 

Mitsoicapa parva Beclist., (letrue Abbild., (2) p. 20 (1793) (East 
Holland). 

Siphia parva. Blauf. Oates, ii, ]>. 0. 

Vernacular names. Turra (Hindi). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, crown and nape ashy- 
grey, becoming paler on the latter and changing to fiilvons-hrown 
on the back, scapulars and wing coverts ; upper tail-coverts and t:iil 
black, tfie lateral tail-feathera with the basal two-thirds white; 
wing-quills brown, the primaries narn)v\ly, the secondaries in¬ 
creasingly widely edged with fulvou.s-brown; a ring of white 
feathers round the eye; loiv.s mixed white and slate; a patch 
under the eye-ring almost black ; .sides of head and neck bluisli 
ashy; chin, throat and breast bright chestnut; remainder of 
lower plumage white, tinged with grey and huff on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deepbrigiit brown ; bill dark horny 
above, fleshy-brown below and at the base, black in tlie breeding- 
season; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing (M to bO 
mm.; tail 48 to 50 mm.; tarsus J7 to 18 mm.; culmen about 
0 ram. 

Female. Whole upper plumage fulvous-brown ; sides of head 
the same, paling to almost white on the chin and throat ; breast 
fulvous-white ; otherwise as in the male. 

The Nestling is spotted on the upper plumage with fulvous 
and mottled on the brea.st; the wing-coverts are conspicuously 
tipped with bright dark fulvous. 
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The young male is like ilie female, bufc assumes more chestnut 
on the chin and throat at the Autumn moult, even whilst still 
retaining the iiilvoua edgings to the wing-t'eatliers. The fully 
adult plumage is attained at the second moult. 

Distribution. Breeding from North-East and Central Europe to 
AVest Kussian Siberia, and wandering into Indi.i in AVinter as far 
South as Malabar, 'IVavancore, and the Nilgiris and as far East as 
Hchar and Siiigbljurn in Bengal. Alany of the young birds and 
females of this and the next rac(‘ are indistinguishable, so that 
s(nne of the records from AV'est Jjeiigal, Behar, etc. may well be 
that of either subspecies. 

Nidification. I'his little Elycatcliei* breeds in Europe during 
May and early .1 une, inahing a cup, or lialf-ciip sliaped nest of 
moss, roots and lichen, lined thickly with grass or Lair, wliich is 
])laced either against a tree-trunk or a stone wall, or in somt^ 
natural hollow iu a stuinj). The (^ggs iitnnher thret* to five and 
the ground-colour varies from pale sea-green to a ]>ale pink-stone, 
more or less profusely eoxeivd with pinkisli brown. Eilty-two 
eggs average 1 6*7 X 12-7 mm.: maxima 17*6 X Bk2 and 1 7 »i x 13*4 
mm.; minima 15*8 X 12*0 mm. 

Habits. A quiet hut active little bird, very cre])uscular in its 
liabits aud often it may be seen malsing lit tie sallies from its perch 
w'hen the dusk is fast settling down. Tt has a sw^eet little song, 
though it is but seldom heard, its most usual note being the soft 
low chm'-r-r common to all the genus, it is found botli in tln^ 
wildei* parts of the coiintiy and in the immediate vicinity of houses 
and villages. I n 1 ndia it does not usually arrive until late October. 
h*aving again in April or the first few days of Alny. 


((i30) Siphia parva albicilla. 

'JhlK EaSTKUN KKn-BllK.VSTKD Elycatcukji. 

Muscicapa alhicUla Pall., Zoegr. Jlosso-Asiat., i, ]). 4t)2 (18-7; 

(Daurin). 

Siphia aWicilla, Planf. Oates, ii, p. 10. 

ATernacular uames. 7erre (Hindi); Chail'i (Beng.). 

Description. — Adult male. Dillers from the male of p. parva 
iii having the breast ashy instead of chestnut ; the crown is 
fulvous-brown like the back ; the ear-coverts are brow n, instead 
of bluish asliy. 

Colours of soft parts as in S. p. parva. 

Measurements. Wing 08 to 78 mm. 

Female and Young not di.stinguishable from those of S. p, parva. 

Distribution. Eastern Hiheria, from tlie Yenesei to Kainschatka, 
Trans-Baikalia and Us.suri, South to Tibet, North-Ea.stern India, 
Burma, and China. 

Nidification. Only two certain nests of this little EIvcatcher 

p2 * 
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have been taken ; the first of these uas one taken for Col. A. h. 
Ward on the 30th May in Ladak, both male and female being shot 
off the ne»t. This latter was a tiny cup of green and dry moss lined 
with soft liair and fur, and had been placed beside a stone, halt 
hidden in a shallow hollow in one of the high stone boundary-walls. 
The second, taken in Tibet, north of Jthafntso, was similar to the 
last but had been built against a stunted willow and half hidden 
in a hollow near the crown. The eggs are indistingiiisliable from 
those of the last bird and measure about 17*5 x 12*8 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. Botli tliis bird 
and the next seem very partial to hamboo-jiingle. 


(blO) Siphia parva byperythra. 

TiIK Im I.V\ HKO-BIiKASTKI) J‘h.YCATCll HU. 

.SV/>/uu /njpe)yf/n (t Cab., J. f. O.. p, .‘^91 (Ceyb)ii); lilnnf. 

Date.^, ii, p. Kh 

Vernacular names. Tnrra (Hindi); Chut/ci or Ka(a CJiutkl 
(Beng.). 

Description.—Adult male. Above* a much darker brown than in 
aUncilla; the chestnut of the chin and throat much deeper 
and richer and extending on to the wliole of the breast and Hanks; 
abdomen pure white in the centre sulfused with chestnut on the 
flanks and vent; under tail-coverts pale chestnut; a broad black 
line runs down either side of the chestnut throat and breast, and 
is often produced as a broken pectoral band. 

Colours of soft parts ns in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing G7 to 74 mm. 

Female and Young both differ from those of S. jj. alhlcilhi o\\]y 
in being much darker and browner. 

Distribution. Breeding from the Afghan boundary and Gilgit 
to Garhwal and probably Western Nepal. It winters in Ceylon, 
and, curiously enough, there are practically no r(‘cords of its 
occurrence between that island and the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province. 

Nidifleation. The Indian Red-breasted Flycatcher breeds in 
some numbers in Kashmir during May and June between 6,000 and 
8,000 feet and also, thougli less commonly, in the Simla States and 
Garhwal. The nest is cup-shaped and is made of moss and dead 
leaves, mixed, more or less, with scraps of grass, chips of leaves 
and dead wood, Imirs and feathers with a lining of the two 
last articles. It seems to be invariably placed in holes in trees 
at any height between 0 and 40 feet from the ground. Tlie egg.s 
number four or live ai\d are like those of S. p, parva^ though 
<lecidedly paler as a rule in the ground-colour and less profusely 
marked. Thirty eggs average 16*1 x 12*6 mm.: maxima 17*3 x 12-3 
and 16*8 x 13*1 mm.; minima 14*9 X 12*4 min. and ]5 *(j x 12*0 mm. 
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Habits. This Flycatcher is found in Summer between 5,000 
and 9,000 feet, migrating in Winter to the plains of India as 
far South as Ceylon. ilecords of its occurrence betweefi the 
foot-hills of the Ilinialayas and Ovlon are rare, but 1 have notes 
ot its being observed in the Xeliampathy Hills and Travancore, 
once at l^oona. and once in ilyderabad, Deccan. It does nob 
differ in habits, Higlit, voice, or diet from the other species of this 
genus. 


Genus CYORNIS. 

Cyoniis Hlyth, ,1. A. 8. B., xii, p. Oil (]84 l0. 

'lype, Phanicnra riiheculoides^ Vigors. 

The genus Cfiornis contains a very large number of species of 
Flycatchers in v hicli the sexes are always different in colour, and 
which appear to he congeneric in strncture, habits and in type of 
coloration. L’liey are birds which are often very difficult to dis¬ 
criminate from one another, and with some of the females it is 
impossible to do so. The difficulty is greatly added to by the fact 
that frequently species are separated from one another by 
iiharacters whicii, in the majority of Passerine genera, would only 
infer geographical or subspecific variation. Species of this genus 
are found all over India, Burma and China, and South into Malaya 
and the Islands. 

In Cifornis the bill is about lialf the length of the head, 
depressed and ratlier broad at the base; the rictal bristles are 
moderate; the first primary is generally small bub varies con¬ 
siderably and tlie w ’uxg is pointed ; the tail is square or nearly so. 

In this genus all tlie males are blue or black on the upper 
])lumage, wlnhst the females are of various shades of brown or 
rufous. 

By some ornitliologists the genus 6^/oraisis split up into several 
genera, whilst by others it is lumped into tlie all-embracing genus 
Oates’ arrangement seems to be a convenient one, 
retaining a group of birds which, to most observers, would seem 
very closely allied, yet differentiated from other groups by certain 
cliaracters by \vhich they can be obviously and easily distinguished. 

Ketf to Species, 

Males, 

A. Base of tail white. 

a. White on tail extending nearly to tip 

of 3rd pair . 

b. White on tail confined to base. 
a'. Upper plumage blue. 

fl". Breast orange-chestnut. 

n\ No white supercilium . 

A white supercilium. 

//'. Breast white to buff or fulvous- 
grey. 


C. cyanea, p. 215. 


C, ho(lysonu\ p. 21(). 

C, hyperythnfy p. 217. 
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c\ lireast jhhI nbdomfii ^'rcvish 

whiti". tinfrod tulvoiis.. • • 

(P. Breast and abdomen pure white. 

//. Upper plurna^^e black . 

Xo white on tail. 
r. Upper plninaj^e blue. 

f'. Oowii and riiinj) ditWrent blue to 
back. 

r'\ Axiihiries and under winir-coverts 

white . 

AxilJari«‘s and under win<r-eoverts 

chestnut . 

fi', A’rown, rump and bat*k same colour, 
e". ( ’hill, throat and breast dark blue ; 

abdomen white . 

/*". Chin and throat blue. 

f/\ Point of cliin black, breast and 

flanks rufous . 

//'. ^\*hole lower plumage blue .... 
i". Point of-ebiu black, brea.st bi iu:iit 
ferriifririous. 

Cuhnen under !•* uim. 

/ Culrneu over 13 mm. 


C, ti'irohfV, p. :?Pk 
C, supi rriiiaris, p. 

(', mt'hnioleiKd^ p. 2*J4. 


C. .<t)p])}nni, j>. --0, 
C. ririf/o, p. 


C. pnllipvsi, p. ‘J-7. 

V, rnhvculti 'uh^!^, p. L?-:l. 

i\ bainfuinas^y, 233 . 

C. }rnlrolo}\ ]>. 22‘3. 


(\ ticiicUifc, ]i. 234. 

C. tncrf//Nr()sfrifi, ]>. 23(J. 


Feuifflis, 


V. Upper pliimapre brown or rufe.^cent. 

ft. Tk\se of tail white . 

Ik X"o white on tail. 

a\ Breast cdiestmit or ferniirinoiis. 

(i\ First jirimary not less than 

half.second. 

h'. First primary les.s than half 
second. 

o‘. Culinen und(?r 13 mm. 

C III men over 13 mm. 

X'o cbe.stnut un breast. 
r\ Whole lower pluma<jre eartliy- 

brown . 

d\ Lower {dii.’na^e neyer brown, 
r‘. Winp^ always over fK) mm ., . 
(P. Wiii;r always under 8o mm. 
a\ Second primary equal to 
ilth ; tail under 15 mm. . . 
F. Second primary .shorter than 
1st vSecondary : (ail over 

45 mm. 

6-*. Second primary between 
0th and 7th. 

rp\ Low^er plumage ashy- 
brown^ white on abdo¬ 
men . 

//. Chin, throat and brea.st 

buff. 

f/'. Chin, throat and breast 
chestnut . 


C. n/roifd, ]>, 215. 

C\ p(illlpc'<. p. 227. 

( C. ri((j€cul<iid^i<, ]K 2;')1. 

I (\ /difti/ffniaSy p. 23.3. 

(\ )haf/}iirosfri,<, p. 237. 

C. nnicoloy, p. 22!k 
C. vin'da, p. 22(>. 

C. h\ipcryiliray p. 217. 

(\ ft'iv.olo)\ p. 21!). 

C. hochjfioniif p. 2If). 

C. vieUmoleuca^ p. 224. 
C. Siqyphiniy p. 225. 
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B. Upper plumage with some blue. 

r. Blue coiitiued to rump, upper tail- 

coverls and tail . C. superctliaris, p. 221. 

d. Whole upper plumage dull blue. C. fickellicPj p. 234. 

((>41) Cyornis cyanea. 

4’hk VVhite-tailki) Bll-e Flycatcheii. 

Muscitrca cyanoa Hume, S. F., v, ]». 101 (1877) (Muleyit). 

Cyornis cyaneus. Blaiif. vV Gales, ii, p. 13. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores and rmrrow frontal line black, 
remairuler oF Forehead, cr<)^^ n, nape and lesser w iiig-cov'erts cobalt- 
blue, brightest over the eye; remaining wing-coverts and upper 
plumage decj) blue ; wing-cpiills dark bi'own edged with blue : 
tail, four central Feathers dull blue, the third pair broadly white 
(HI both webs almost to the tij>, the white decreasing in extent on 
each pair, and confined to a broad line on the edge oF tlie base of 
the iinier web of the outermost j>air ; sides of bead, chin, throat 



Fig. 2t^. Bill of (\ cyanra. 

and breast dull blue Fading to grey on tlie flanks and lower breast, 
and to white on the abdomen, vent and lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
F(*et fle.sby-brow n. 

Measurements, 'total length about 175 mm.; wing 91 to 
93 mm. ; tail Oh to 72 min.; tarsus about 23 to 24 mm. ; culinen 
about 18 to 19 inm. 

Female, l^ires and Forehead next the bill mottled white and 
fulvous; uj)}>er plumage olivivbrown tinged with rufous, mostly 
.'^o on tlie rump and least so on the crown ; wing-feathers dark 
brown edged with bright rufous; tail like that of the male, but 
brown, not blue; ear-coverts olive-brown pale-shafted, a bold 
patcli of white on the throat; remainder of lower plumage dull 
rufous-brown paling to white on the abdomen, vent and under 
tail-covert 6. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements rather smaller than male ; wing 89 mm. 

Young are probably brown, richer in colour timii the female, 
spotted above with fulvous and squamated below. Not quite 
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adult specimens show traces of this plumage, but there appear to 
he no really juvenile specimens in any museum. 

Distribution. The mountains of Tenasserim down the Malay 
Peninsula as far as Perak. A single specimen was also obtained 
by Dr. H. N. Coltart tlirough the Nagas from the higher ranges 
of hills, over 5,000 feet, above Margherita. 

Nidification. Nothing on record except that a nest was brought 
to Dr. Coltart, with the bird above referred to, containing a single 
egg. The remains of the nest were those of a deep cup made 
almost entirely of moss, wliich had, according to the Nagas, bee}) 
placed in a hollow in a rocky bank in deep forest. These Nagas 
came from a range well over 5,000 feet. The single egg is a pale 
yellow-grey stone-colour, freckled all over with innumerable tiny 
specks of reddish brown. It measures 23-9x18*0 mm., and was 
taken on tlie 25th June. Other eggs subsequently obtained, and 
believed by Dr. Coltart to be those of this Flycatcher, are, I find, 
referable to Ci/ornis imicolor. 

Habits. According to Davison this is a bird of deep forests, 
never descending to the ground, but catching its prey on the wing 
like most other Flycatchers. When resting it has a habit of ex¬ 
panding its tail to show the white pattern just as Siphia does. 


(642) Cyornis hodgsonii. 

The RLSTr-BiiBASTEi) Blue Fetcatcheu. 

Siphia hodgsonii Vevr., Nouv. Arch. Mus., vi, p. 34 (1870 (Moupiii). 

Cyornis hodgsoni. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 14. 

Vernacular names. Paon-p<di (Tibet). 

Description.—Adnlt male. Whole uppper plumage and wing- 
coverts slaty-blue, the upper tail-coverts almost black ; lores and 
cheeks velvety-black ; tail black, the lateral feathers narrowly 
edged with blue and the base of all but the central pair white; 
chin to breast and flanks bright orange-chestimt, posterior flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts pale ferruginous olive; wing-quills 
brown edged with olive-rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill all black in the 
breeding-season, the base horny-brown iu the non-breeding season ; 
legs and feet dark reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 69 to 74 
mm.; tail 50 to 53 iiim.; tarsms about 17 mm.; culmeri about 
0 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous on the 
upper tail-coverts ; lores and a pale ring round the eye whitish ; 
lower plumage ashy-brown fading to almost white on the vent and 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male, but the 
bill is never wholly black. 
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Young birds are dark brown above, spotted and streaked with 
fulvous and with broad fulvous tips to the wing-coverts. The 
under plumage is much deeper and richer fulvous than the female, 
and the breast and flanks are squamated with deep brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan, the Hills North and South of the 
lirahniaputra in Assam, Jjushai, and Manipur, Chin Hills, the 
Salween, Karen Hills and Muleyit in Tenasscrim, Yunnan and 
Kansu in Western Cliina. 

Nidiflcation. This Flycatcher is probably resident and breeds 
throughout its area above 4,u00 feet. It lays from the middle of 
April to the end of June, making a beautiful nest of living green 
moss lined with tine moss- and maiden-hair roots, which it places 
in some natural hollow in a rocky bank or, very rarely, in a hole 
in a stump of a tree. In the Khasia Hills it breeds above 5,000 
feet and Col. Tytler found it breeding in the Naga Hills at about 
0,000 feet. 

The eggs vary a good deal in colour. The ground is very pale 
yellowisii or greenish stone, sometimes tinged with reddish. The 
marks consist of fine reddish stippling, sometimes }iumerou.s every¬ 
where, but generally confined to the larger end, where they coalesce 
to form a ring or cap. Forty eggs average mm. and 

the extremes are 19*2 x 14-0, 19-0 x 14 * 1 , and 16*2 x 13*0 mm. 

Habits. The liusty-breasted Blue Flycatcher is a forest-bird, but 
is found both in pine-forest and in dense humid forests of oak, 
rhododendrons, etc. It is a quiet little bird but has a \ery sweet 
little song in the breeding-season, which it utters perched high up 
on a tree-top. It catches its insect-prey almost entirely on the 
wing but does occasionally descend to the ground for this purpose, 
liike so many other birds which live principally in lofty trees, they 
in great part desert these during the breeding-season and resort 
to the scrub and lower growths. 

Cyornis hyperythra. 

Key to Suhspecieet, 

A . A bovo paler, inuler])avt8 less richly coloured. C. h. hyperythra^ p. 217. 

B. Above darker, imderparts more richly 

coloured . C. ?i, mnloyanay p. 219. 

(<i43) Cyornis hyperythra hyper 3 rthra. 

The KoFous-BnEASTEi) Blub Feycatciieu. 

Muscicapa hyperythra Blyth, %T. A. S. B., xi, p. 885 (1842) (India). 

Cyornis hyperythrns, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 15. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. A narrow 8ui3ercilium from the fore¬ 
head to the eye white; forehead, lores, chin and cheeks black; 
whole upper plumage and wing-coverts slaty-bhie; wing-quills 
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brown, edgrd with pale dull rufous ; tail brown, suffused with blue 
and witli all but the two central pairs of feathers with white bases ; 
throat and breast bright orange-eht‘stnut, duller and darker on the 
lower breast and flanks, and paler on the abdonuui and lower 
tail-co\erts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
silverv-white to pale flesby-brown or fleshv-piuk, the claws a little 
darker and browner. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.: wing 55 to 
(>3 mm.: tail ilS to 40 mm.; tarsus about It) ram.; ciilmeii about 
i) mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail oliv<‘-bro\vn, 
tinged with fulvous on the rum|>; primars coverts dark brown; 
wing-quills brown edged witli ferruginous ; lower ]>liimagt; 
ochraceous, darkest on breast and flanks, ])alest on chin and 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male, but 
the base of the bill is .sometimes paler and rather horny in 
colour. 

Nestling. Dark brown above, streaked with riifescent fulvous; 
below dark fulvous, mottled and squamared with dark brow ii. 

Distribution, (rarliwal to Nepal, Sikkim and bills of Assam, 
Chin Hills, d’fie bird from Annam has heeii s(‘para((Hl as O. h. 
annamemns by Eobinson ami Kloss (‘ Ibis,' It) 19, p. 447). 

Nidification. Thi.s little Flycatcher breeds throughout its range 
between 4,000 and 8,000 feet during April, May and dune, making a 
neati little cup of green moss lined with lino moss ami torn roots. 
The internal cup is a tiny hemisphere about 50 mm. in diameter 
by 25 mm. detqi, but outwardly tlie nest tits tin* hollow in w hich it 
is placed. This may be either in a hank, among stones and boulders 
in the side of a ravine or stream, or in a hole in some old stum]) or 
dead tree. The eggs number four or five and vary in ground¬ 
colour from pale yellowish grey to a fairly deep pinkish red. The 
marking.s consist of innumerable freckles of reddish brow n scattered 
all over the egg or, less often, confined to a cap or ring at the larger 
end. Forty eggs average 17*5 xFk8 mm., and the extremes 
are: maxima 18*9x14*0 mm.; minima 16*3x18*0 and 17*1 x 
13*4 mm. 

Habits. The Enfous-breasted Blue Flycatcher is locally migra¬ 
tory, being found above 4,000 feet in Summer but descending to I he 
foot-hills and adjacent })lains in Winter. It is extremely common 
in Lakhimpur in the latter season and, as odd birds occur in 
Summer, it po.ssibly breeds in the adjacent hills at some 2,000 
feet. It is a lively, cheerful, little bird in the non-breeding season, 
feeding alike in high trees, low scrub and frequently descending 
to the ground. In the breeding-season it is shy and skulking, 
keeping much to low' scrub. 
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(044) Cyornis hyperythra malayana. 

Tin: Maf.av Kur<)rs-i?Hi:ASTi:i) Bia e Tr>y catcheu. 

^luficicdjnila rndlaynna O^ilvie-Clrant, lUill. B. 0. C., xix, p. I(> 
(1900) ((Iui)(>n{ 4 ''I'nhnn, Malay IVninsiila). 

Vernacular names. None rtvorded. 

Description. Botli male and female difl'er from the Indiaii 
Rufous-breasted FJyeatelier in bein|LC ratfier darker above but, more 
especially, in bein^ more richly coloured below. Tlie difTerence 
between the females is more marked than in the males. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
race. Wing 58 to OJ mm., Bornean birds 52 to 50 mm. 

Distribution. The INIalav BeninMiia, including the extreme 
8outli-\\est of 8iam and • Tonasserim, Sumatra. Borneo and 
Formosa. Birds from Java, which are very cl4)se indeed to those 
from Sumatra, have been separated by Bobinson as (\ h, vidcuni. 

Nidification. Not known. 

Habits. The same as those of the Indian race. 

Cyornis tricolor, 

AV// io Sifhsprci( s. 

A. Fr.dtaparts while or white nna'elv 

■W'ashed with nOescent. C. f. tricidoi\ p. 219. 

B. ( rulerpnrts strongly >utTused rubms or 

(piite rufous . ( \ t. (ervinictniri.^y ]>. 220. 

((i4ij) Cyornis tricolor tricolor. 

'I'lii: Si,A'j:v-nr,ri; Fi,ycat( iiki;. 

J)i</c})('a fricolnr Ilodg . F. /.S., 1S15, p. 20» (Nepal). 

Cijnniis IcucomvUnnirKs. Bhnif. Oati^s, ii, ]>. 10 (]>aiT.). 

Vernacular names. None n corded. 

Description. — Adult male. Upper ]dumage, edges of wiug- 
coverts and inner si^condaries dark dull slaty-blue, the forehead 
and sides of the crow n a paler brigliter grey-hlne ; lores and sides 
of the head black ; upper rail-coverts and tail black, the liases of 
the rectrices white on a quarter to half their length; wing-quills 
brown edged with rufous; low er plumage greyish white, often 
tinged with fulvous, especially on the Hanks and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; bill black ; feet and logs 
pale horny-brow 11 to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 to 120 mm.; wing 
57 to 72 mm.; tail 48 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; 
culmen about 9 mm. 

Female. Whole upper parts olive-brown, tinged with rufous on 
the rump; upper tail-coverls and tail ferruginous; a fulvous ring 
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round the eye; lores and sides ot* the head mixed fulvous and 
brown; lower plumage fulvous-white, more fulvous on the breast 
and fiiinks and often pure white on the chin and belly. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young birds are brown above, the feathers with briglit fulvous 
centres and black margins ; below the plumage is dull ferruginous, 
the breast squainated with dark brown. The adult plumage is 
attained by degrees, and many young males breed in a halfway 
plumage between that of male aud female. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Kashmir to the extreme East of 
Assam North of the Brahmaputra and nlso in the Khasia Hills 
South of that river. Birds from the Khasia Hills are rather darker 
below, on an average, than are those from the North, hut they 
overlap and vary too greatly inter se to permit their being 
definitely described as another race. ’ 

Nididcation. The 81uty-blue Flycatcher breeds between 4,000 
and 10,000 feet throughout its range, occasionally higher, as a nest 
sent me from the Chninbi Valley, Tibet, wns taken at over 10,UU0 
feet. The nest is made of moss, with an iriner lining of roots or 
finer moss, over which there is placed a thick ])ad of fur, liair 
or wool. It is placed in any convenient hollow in bank, wall 
or tree but most often in the latter and is sometimes very 
conspicuous. The eggs number three or four and in colour appear 
superficially to be a pale pink or yellowish pink but really are vt‘ry 
pale pink finely freckled with pale reddish, sometimes all over, 
sometimes principally in a ring or cap at the larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 15*8 x 12*1 mm.: maxima 17*1 x 12*0 
and 15*5 X 12*5 mm.; minima 14 9 X 12*0 aud 15*8x11*8 mm. 

Habits. This little Flycatcher is resident between 8,000 feet 
and 12,000 feet in the Himalayas, having been obtained by the 
Everest Expedition at Kama at the latter elevation. In tlie 
Khasia Hills it is obtained occasionally in Summer as low as 
4,000 feet. Jt is found throughout the plains adjacent to the hills 
in Winter, and at that time of the year is given to frequenting l»eavy 
reed-beds and elephant-grass land as well as forest. They are 
very sociable little birds, a couple of pairs often hunting in 
company. The song is sweet, though feeble. 


(640) Cyornis tricolor cerviniventris. 

The Eastern 8laty-iilue Flycatcher. 

JJii/enea cerviniveniria Sharpe, Cat. H.M., iv, p. 4f30 (1870) (iJemta, 
ilanipur). 

Cyornis lencmnelanurm, Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 10 (])art.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from C. t, tricolor in being 
a much darker fulvous below, almost rufous-fulvous and in being 
slightly darker above. 
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Colours and Measurements m hi preceding bird. 

Female dilTers Iroin C. t. tricolor in being much darker fnlvons 
below and in being darker and browner, less fulvous above. 

Distribution. North Ca<'har, Manipur, Chin Hills to Vunnan, 
Shan Slates, Norlliern Siam and the bills of Central Burma to 
Karenni, \ nnnan. It is common tbrougbout the plains of 
South Assam in Winter and in Caebar, Svliiet, Tippera and 
Chittagong. 

Nidification. 'J'wo nests of this race taken by Mr. C. Hoj)wood 
in the Chin Hills are said to have been just like those of the last 
bird and the eggs also are indistinguishable. They measure about 
lo'bxiCS mm. and wen^ taken at r),000 feet on the 29tli April 
and 1st May, 1014. 

Habits. Those of tin* preceding bird. 

Cyornis superciliaris. 

Key tj >J(fhsyeiirs\ 

A broad C(»n>picuoiis supercilinm from 

eye to impo . C. v i^npevciliarix^ ]>. 221. 

B. No white eyebrow, or merely an obsolete 

trace of it. C. p. 22'>. 

((ii7) Cyornis superciliaris superciliaris. 

'I'UM WHITi:-littoWi;i> |}l,( l'; l'’j>YCAXfUKI!. 

Mnncicapa ^'iupn'cUiaris ikixiioUy Madr. Jour. L. S.. xi, ]). lb (1840) 

(N. Indian (ihal'^). 

Cyornis sujKn'vHIffris. Blnnf. vk Oates, ii. p. 17. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper [ilumago and ''ing- 
coverts rather dull, but not very dark blue ; lores and edges of 



I’ig. 30.—Bill of C\ s, srpcrciliaris, 

forehead black; a broad white supercilium from the front of the 
eye to the nape; tail blackish brovMi, edged with blue and with 
white bases to all but the central pair of feathers; wing-quills 
blackish browu edged with blue; sides of head, neek, and breast 
blue, a little darker than the back, sometimes e.xtending as a eollar 
across the breast but generally broken in the centre; remainder 
of lower plumage white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; le^^s and 
feet deep brown or purplish black ” {IJunu )^ 

Measurements. Total length about 110 min.; wing 01 to 
04 nun.; tail 43 to lo min.; tarsus 10 to 17 inm.; culineii about 
10 nun. 

Female. Above olive-grey, more or less tinged with brown ; 
forebe.ad tulvous and lores mixed fulvous and white ; rump just 
showing a tinge of blue and upper tail-coverts quite blut‘; tail 
blackish edged witli blue; lower plumage dull bull’, tinged willi 
brown on the breast and albescent on the centre of the abdonnm, 
vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

Nestling. Above asby-brown, tlie feathers centred w itb fulvous 
and with black edges; tail and up[)er tail-coverts showing a good 
deal of blue; below fulvoiis-whitt^ sqiiamated with black. The 
white marks on the tail of the male are present from tlu‘ I'aiiiest 
stage. 

The young male breeds in a plumage rather like tliat of the 
female, but with mucli more blue above. 

Distribution. The irimalayas from the Afghan b'ronti(n‘ to 
(Jarliwal and Western Nepal. 

Nidification. In the Jlimalayas this Flycatcher does not breed 
much below 7,o00 feet though, in the hills South of tlu^ 
Brahmaputra, 1 found C. s, usliijhni breeding in small numbers at 
about o,00() feet. It commences breeding at the tmd of April 
and continues until tiie middle of June, mikiug a nest of moss, 
lined witli roots or iibres and placed in some small hole in a tree 
between ten and thirty feet frt>in the ground. Mr. J. l)a\ids()ii 
took a nest from a Woodpecker's mjst-hole in Kjishmir and 
Mr. B. B. Osma.ston found it apj)roj)riating the des “rted nest of a 
Wren. The eggs number four or five ami in i-olonrare a very pai (3 
olive-yellow or olive-green dusted over with tine reddish fi'eckh‘s, 
sometimes over the whole surface, sometinh‘s over the larger end 
only where they form a ring or cap. In the former case they 
look almost unicoloured reddish hull', in the latter olive-green w ilh 
a reddish cap or ring. One hundred eggs average Ih-O x 12 2 mm.: 
maxima 17'2 X 12*2 and 17*1 X 13 0 mm.; minima 14*2 X 1 1*0 and 
14*0 X 11*5 liim. 

Habits. The Wliite-browed Blue Flycatcher is found up to at 
least 10,000 feet in Hummer, wandering in Winter as far South as 
the Central Provinces and to Kliaiulesh in the Bombay Presidimcy, 
They are typical little Flycatcdiers in all their ways. In Slimmer 
rather sliy and retiring, frequenting forests, in Winter they 
come far more into the open and even into gardens when they 
are very fearless and conliding. The song is sweet and like that 
of the Slaty-blue Flycatcher but stronger and better sustained. 
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^048) Cyornis superciliaris astigma. 

'I'nK Little BLt’E-.vNu-W hite Flicatcheu. 

Mnscicapa aailijma llod;,rs., in ray’s Zool. Misc., j). 84 ( 1844 ) 
(Nepal). 

Cpornis aMufmu. lllanf. & Oates, ii, p. 11). 

Vernacular names. Tani-tl-tl (Lepcha). 

Description. Adult male. Tliis race is a less deep a blue 
iji colour than the precedinpj race but differs principally in having; 
no white superciliuiu. Iti a few specimens from Nepal and 
Sikkim tln^re is just a trace visible of white above and behind the 
eye, but there is never a broad conspicuous white streak as in 
(A ,s*. aupercHiaris. Ihrds from Assam and farther East nevei* 
show any white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Wlnte-hrowc'd 
Bhn‘ Flycatcher hut ^^ith a smalhu* bdl. Wini^^ about (>2 to 
()8 niui.; culmeii about h mm. 

Female. Very similar to that of the preceding race but usually 
has ihr up[)er tail-coverts more tinned with fulvous and less with 
1)1 ue. 

The young male, like that of the precediiii; bird, anpiires a 
semi-adult phiinai^oi at tln^ first moult. retaininiD; the brown bead 
of the female, whicii ^n*ades into the blue of the male on the lower 
hack and ^^ln^s. d'he rusty throat and hreasl of the \ounger 
iHLstlin^ is also retained as well as the broad pale iiiarj^ius to the 
win^^-featbers. At this stai^e the two races are (juiie indistin¬ 
guishable. 

Nestling similar to that of C. .<?. supnrlllayis. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim to the East of Assam: lulls 
of South Assam, iManipur and Liishai; C’bin and Ivachin Hills, 
Karenni, Yunnan. A nestling in Vol. Stevenson Clarke’s coll, 
from AAniiian labtdlcd Musclca/xi hh/thi( ^^itielanoJviuui) is obvit)uslv 
not tl)at bird hut is probably this. 

Nidification. 1'1 lis little Elycafclier breeds at mucli lowtu- 
elevations than the i)receding bird; in the Kbasia Hills I found 
it breeding at 0,000 feet, whilst in North Caeliar I took a few nests 
even lower than this. Neither nest.s nor (*ggs can be distin¬ 
guished from thosv' of tiie last race. 

The breeding-season seems to he from the end of April to early 
June. In North Cachar the males were all breeding in ti)e stmii- 
adult plumage and in the Khasia Hills there were very few birds 
in the full blue plumage of the old male. 

Habits. Those of the last bird. 
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Cyornis melanoleuca. 


Key io Sichspecies, 

A, Feiiuiles above olive-brown, tinged with [p. 224. 

fulvous... C. tn, melmioleiiatj 

B. Females above blue-grey with no fulvous [p. 221. 

tinge. C. m. westonncnmif 


(649) Cyornis melanoleuca melanoleuca. 

The Txdiax Lm’LE Pikd Flycatoueii. 

Muscwajmla mehnioleucns Flodgs., Blyth, .1. A.S. B., xii, p. 940(1843) 
(Nepal). 

Cyornis melanoleucm. Blanf. A* Oates, ii, p. 18 (purt.). 

Vernacular names. (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. A broad superciliuin, the inner 
greater wing-coverts and edges of inner secorulrnies white ; basal 
half of lateral tail-fe^tlnu's and whole lower plumage white ; 
remaining plumage velvety-black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 50 to 
59 mm. ; tail 40 to 4B mm.; tarsus about 15 to 16 mm.; culimui 
about 9 mm. 

Female. Above olive-brown, more fulvous on the rump; upper 
tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail brown edged with the same; 
wing-coverts like the back, the greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries edged w itb fulvous-wbite; below smoky-wliite. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Distribution, (larbwal, Nej)al, ISikkim to tlie extreme Flast of 
Assam North of the Brahmaputra. 

Nididcation. Notliing recorded. 

Habits. In Summer the Little Pied Flycatclier is fomid between 
3,000 and 8,000 feet in forest. There is practically nothing on 
record in regard to it.s habits, hut these will not be found to differ 
from those of its lilastern race. 

(6.!)0) Cyornis melanoleuca westermanni. 

The Burmese Little Piei> FLYc.vrcnEU. 

Muscicapula westermanni Sharpe, P. Z. 8., 1888, p. 270 (Guiiong 
Ulu, Bataag, Padang, Perak, Malay Pen.). 

Cyornis meUmoleucUs, Blanf. A Oates, ii, p. 18 (part.). 

Vemacnlar names. Dao-put-ti-ti (Caclmri). 

Description.—Adult male. Indistinguishable from the Indian 
bird. 

Female. Above grey, with a slaty-blue tinge and with no 
fulvous except a very slight tinge on the extreme rump. 
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Distribution. Assam South of the Brahmaputra, the bills of 
Burma and the Peninsula, Shan States, Yunnan, Siam. 

Nidiilcation. In the hills South of the Brahmaputra this 
Flycatcher breeds during April, May and June at elevations 
between 3,000 and 7,000 feet but generally between 5,000 and 
7,000. The nest is a tiny cup of moss, in most cases very compact 
and ^vell put together but sometimes rather rough and flimsy, 
T'he lining is of soft shreds of grass or of fine hair-like roots 
(? rachides). Most nests are placed in holes in high rocky banks or 
in hollows of the rocks themselves but a few are placed in holes 
and hollows in trees. The eggs, three or four in number, appear 
at first sight to be almost uniform olive-brown but are really a 
])ale yellow stone-colour or yellowish green covered all over with 
tiny freckles of reddish brown. In shape they are broad blunt 
ovals and thirty eggs average 15*1 x 11 5 mm. : maxima 16*1 x 
12*2 and 15*9 x 12*3 mni.; minima 14*1 X 11*5 and 15*0 x 11*2 mm. 

Habits. In Winter the Little Pied Flycatcher is found all over 
the plains of Assam and Eastern Bengal and throughout neatly 
all Burma. It is a very cheerful lively little bird often associating 
in flocks and ever on the move from one vantttge spot to another, 
catching most of its insect-prey on the wing but also chasing it 
along the branches or snatching it from the bark of a tree. It has 
a sweet but very short little song, M*hich it often utters even in 
winter. It is a very fearless little bird, entering gardens and 
orchards and hawking for flies within a few feet of the watcher. 


(051) Cyornis sapphira. 

The 3apphire-hkai>ed Flycatcher. 

Muscicapula sapphi^'a Tickell, Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xii, p. 939 (1843) 

(Darjiling). 

Cyoi’nis sapphira. Blanf. & Oatea, ii, p. 20, 

Vernacular names. None rectnded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, crown and nape brilliant 
ultramarine-blue ; sides of head, neck, back, rump and wing-coverts 
deep purplish blue; upper tail-coverts bright blue; tad black, 
edged with bright blue ; wing-quills and primarv-coverts black, 
edged with deep blue; lores and a line through the eye black; 
chin, throat and uj>per breast light chestnut; an interrupted band 
below the chestnut deep blue; remainder of lower parts a very 
pale blue-grey ; axillaries and under wing-coverts w bite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs 
and feet liglit horny-brown to dark ashy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 00 to 03 mm.; tail 40 to 46 mm.; tarsus 
about 16 inin.; culmen about 8*5 to 9 nun. 

Female. Whole upper plumage rufous-olive, more rufous on the 
forehead ; upper tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail dark brown 

TOL. II. Q 
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tinjs^ed strongly with ferruginous; lores and edge of forehead 
mixed fulvous and brown ; a ring of bright fulvous round the eye; 
chin, throat and breast pale, bright orange-chestnut; remainder of 
lower plumage dull white, the flanks and under tail-coverts suffused 
with brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. A little smaller than the male, wing 68 to 
61 mm. 

Nestling. Similar to that of (7. stijperciliaris, but a deeper fulvous 
on the throat and breast. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Bengal, Chin and Kachin 
Hills. 

Nidiffcation. 1 found this bird breeding in North Cachar 
between 3,500 and 6,000 feet and Dr. H. N. Coltart obtained 
nests, eggs and birds from the Trans-Diklm Nagas at Margherita, 
probably taken at about 6,000 feet. The nest is the usual moss 
cup, lined wdth fine hair-like roots and placed either in a hollow’ 
in the face of a steep bank or in a hole in a tree or dead stump. 

The eggs, three or four in number, are just like those of 
C. superciliaris, 1 found all those I obtained myself in nests in 
forest, either dense evergreen or of oak, but the latter were covered 
all the year round with masses of orchids, ferns and moss and the 
undergrow'th was always green. 

This Flycatcher breeds throughout May and June. 

Habits. The' birds seen by me in North Cachar were all either 
in pairs or single, frequenting high undergrowth or small trees, 
from the tops of wdiich they ^made their sallies after insects. 
I never heard their song.' 

Cyornis vivida. 

Cyomis vivida Swinh., Ibis, 1864, p. 4t53 (Formosa). 



Fig. 31.—Bill of C. vivida oatesi. 

(662) Cyornis vivida oatesi. 

THB RoFOUS-BEI/LIBB Betje Fltcatcheb. 

Niltava 'oatesi SalvAdori, Ann. Mu». Civ. Gen., 2, v, p. 614 (1887) 
(Pegu). 

Cyomis oatem, Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 20. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description*—Adult male. Forehead, lores and sides of head 
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deep black; crown, nape, rump, upper tail-coverts, lesser and 
median wing coverts glistening cobalt-blue; tail black, the central 
pair of feathers and outer webs of lateral suffused with bright dark 
blue ; back, sides of neck, wing-coverts and edges of quill-feathers 
deep blue; chin, throat, and sides of neck deep blue; remainder 
of lower plumage, axillaries and under wing-coverts chestnut, 
deepest on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown to reddish chocolate 
(Hume ); bill black ; legs and feet dark horny-brown to blackish 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 92 to 
102 mm.; tail 70 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; eulinen 
10 to 11 mm. 

This bird differs from vivida from Formosa only in having a 
darker, more blackish back, in being slightly less brilliant blue on 
the upper tail-coverts and also in being larger. The Formosan bird 
has a wing measuring from 82 to 90 mm. and other measure¬ 
ments in proportion. 

Female. Forehead, lores, sides of head, chin and upper throat 
rufous, speckled and barred with brown; crown, nape and sides 
of neck ashy-brown, be^coming more and more fulvous-olive towards 
the upper tail-coverts which are fulvous-brown ; a large patch 
below the throat, axillaries, under wing-coverts and under tail- 
coverts pale buff; remainder of lower plumage ashy tinged with 
buff on the breast and purer and paler on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young birds are dark brown above speckled with fulvo\is; below 
rufous, the breast mottled and barred with dark brown. 

Distribution. Hills of A.ssam South of the Brahmaputra, Chin 
and Kachin Hills, Shan States and mountains of Centml Burma, 
South to Tenasaeriin, Siam. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Davison found this bird always single, haunting both 
tree-tops and low bushes. Those seen by my self in Assam and 
by Jlume in Manipur were iu pairs and invariably skulking in 
brushwood, from which they sallied after insects which they 
captured in the usual Flycatcher manner. They keep to hills 
above 4,000 feet in Assam and to greater heights than this in 
Burma. 


Cyoruis pallipes. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage blue. 

a. Aoove duller, aupercilium not very bright. (?. p. pallipes, <5. p. 2*i8. 
h. Above brighter, supercilium very bright . C. p. hahiana, cf, p.229. 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown. 

c. Above paler; tail strongly chestnut .... C. p.pallipeSy $,p.228. 

d. Above darker ; tail onl}' tinged chestnut. C, p,hainana, $,p. 229. 

Q2 
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(653) Cyornis pallipes pallipes. 

The White-bellied Blue Flycatcher. 

Muscicapa jmllipes Jerdon, Madr. Journ. L. S., xi, p. 15 (1840) 
(Coouoor Ghat). 

Cpomis pallidipes, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 22. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead and superciliuin ultra¬ 
marine-blue ; lores black fading to bluish black on ear-coverts and 
sides of head; whole upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
and tail indigo-blue ; concealed portions of wing dark brown, tlie 
first few primaries edged paler and not blue; chin blackish, tliroat 
and breast indigo-blue, changing to blue-grey on t’ne lower breast 
and flanks and to white on the abdomen, under tail-coverts, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill black ; legs and feet 
fleshy-white, pale horny-white or fleshy tinged with purple. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 160 mm.; wing 73 
to 79 mm.; tail 56 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. : culinen 
13*0 to 13*5 mm. 

Female. Lores, forehead and point of chin white; a very 
indistinct supercilium and feathers under the eye pale grey; 
upper plumage rufescent olive-brown, more grey on the head; 
upper tail-coverts and exposed parts of tail chestnut; wings 
dark brown, all the feathers edged with fnlvons-rnfous; throat 
and breast orange-chestnut; remainder of lower plumage white 
tinged with grey on the flanks and next the breast. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

The Nestling is dark brown above, the feathers boldly spotted 
with fulvous and narrowly margined with black ; below* white, 
chestnut on the breast, squamated with dark brown and with 
large fulvous spots. 

Distribution. JSouth-West India on the Western Ghats from 
Belgaum to the extreme South of Travancore. 

Nidification. First taken by Messrs, J. Davidson and T. K. 
Bell in Kanara, S. Bombay, the nests have since been taken in 
great numbers by Mr. J. Stewart in Travancore. He describes 
them as rougldy made of moss and placed either on a ledge of 
rock or in a hole of a tree-stump a few feet from the ground. 
They are always built in damp forest at elevations between 1,000 
and 4,000 feet, most often under 2,000 feet. The usual breeding- 
sejison is March to April, but Mr. Stewart has taken nests from 
February to September. 

The number of eggs laid is nearly always three, and in 
appearance they are not unlike boldly marked eggs of the Common 
Spotted Flycatcher. The ground-colour is a |)a]e yellow or 
reddish stone, sometimes distinctly green, and tlie markings 
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consist of small blotches of rather bright reddish, numerous 
everywhere and generally forming a ring or cap at the larger end. 
They are nowhere so numerous as to make the eggs appear 
unicoloured as in the eggs of Cyornis rubeculoides, etc. 

Forty eggs average 20*2x 15-5 mm.: maxima 22*0x16*0 
and 20*9 x 16*5 mm.; minima 19*4 x 15*0 and 20*1 x 14*6 mm. 

Habits. This Flycatcher keeps almost entirely to dense forest 
from the foot-hills up to some 6,000 feet. Its song is said to be 
sweet but melancholy and it sings very early in the morning and 
late in the evening. Mr. Stewart notes that this bird and Myio- 
phoneus hoi^sjidclii may be heard singing, on the same stream, 
before other birds have started and again after all the others have 
ceased. 


(654) Cyornis pallipes hainana. 

Grant’s Blue Flycatcher. 

Siphia hainana O.-Grant, Bull. B. O. C., x, p. 30 (1899) (Hainan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to C. pallipes, but with 
the upper parts a brighter blue and with the supercilium and 
forehead much more highly developed. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 72 mm.; tail 50 to 55 mm. ; 
tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen 10*5 (Hainan) to 11*5 mm. 
(S. China). 

The female differs from the female of the preceding bird 
in being much darker and greyer above, iu having the tail 
almost concolorous with the back, and in being a much paler 
weaker chestnut on the throat. One or two individuals have the 
lores and feathers round the eye tinged w ith rust. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Like that of the preceding race. 

Distribution. Hainan, Annam, South China, Siam and Penin¬ 
sular Burma. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 


Cyornis unicolor. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Above light blue. 

a. Above and below brighter . 

b. Above and below much darker . 

B. Above olive-brown. 

c. Above paler and more fulvous olive- 

brown . 

(1. Above darker, more a rufescent olive- 
brown .: . 


C\ I/, unicolor, , p. 230. 
C, w. infmcata, ^, 

[p. 231. 

C. H. unicolovy J, p. 280. 

C. M. infnscataf $ , 

[p. 231. 
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(655) Cyornis unicolor unicolor. 

The Pale Blue Plycatcheh. 

Ci/oniis unicolor Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 1007 (1843) (Darjeeling); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 22. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, front and sides of the 
crown, a narrow ring round the eye and lesser wing-coverts 
ultramarine-blue; whole upper plumage, exposed portions of 
wings and tail light blue, deeper on the upper tail-coverts and 
edges of the tail-feathers ; lores black; lower jdumage very pale 
dull blue, becoming greyish albescent on abdomen, flaid^s and 
under tail-coverts, the latter broadly edged with white; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts fulvous-white. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill black; legs and feet 
dark purplish fleshy or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 to 170 mm.; wing 78 to 
85 mm.; tail 68 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 17 to l8 mm.; culmen 
14 to 15 mm. 

Female. The whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brovMi ; tail- 
feathers ferruginous and wing-quills brown edged with ferru¬ 
ginous ; lores and a rirjg round the eye pale fulvesceiit ; whole 
lower plumage pale earthy-brown, often tinged with ochraceous on 
the sides of the head, chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill horny-brown, darker on culmen and 
tip ; legs horny-brown. 

Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Above dark brown with bold black edges to each 
feather and large bright fulvous spots ; below fulvous-v\ bite with 
darker fulvous mottliiigs and black squamations. 

Distribution. Himalayas from 8ikkim to Eastern Assam, Chin 
Hills. 

Nidification. Two nests and eggs brought to Dr. H. N. C'oltart 
and myself by Trans-Dikhu Nagas were taken in the first week 
of April and second week of June respectively, from the higher 
ranges of hills, probably well above 5,000 feet, behind Margherita. 
The nests were bulky affairs of moss mixed with moss and fern- 
roots and lined with the latter and liad, according to the Nagas, 
been wedged into holes, one in a tree-stump near water and 
one in a bauk between stones. 8ix eggs vary from 21*6 x 17*3 
to 23'1 X 17*1 mm. in length, whilst in breadth they vary between 
23*0x16*8 and 21*5 x 17*3 rnin. In appearance they are like 
large eggs of Cyornis jyallipes, though in one clutch the markings 
are rather pale and small. 

Habits. This was a very common Flycatcher in the South 
Assam Hills, in summer being found from 3,000 feet upwards 
and in winter wandering down below 1000 ft. It Las a magni- 
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ficent song, richer than that of any other Cyornis ; it sings 
early and late from March onwards. It keeps entirely to wet 
humid forest w here the ground is much broken on the steeper hill¬ 
sides and where there is an ample growth of underwood always 
more or less green. We found it hawking insects both from high 
up in big trees and from low down in bushes and we noticed tiiat 
it used regular perches for this purpose much less than most of 
tlie family. It is by no means shy but has a wild rapid flight. 

(056) Cyornis unicolor infuscata. 

Blytu's Pale Blue Flycatcher. 

Muscicapa infuscata Muller, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 16o (Java). 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description. Sex for sex like the last race, but very much 
darker both above and below’. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 82 mm. 

Distribution. From Tenasseriin and Siam throughout the 
Malay Peninsula, Java and ? Sumatra. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(657) Cyornis rubeculoides rubeculoides. 

The Blue-throated Flycatcher. 

PJiamicura rubeculoides Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Himalayas, 
Darjeeling). 

Ct/ornts rubeculoides. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 23. 

Vernacular names. Ghatkl (Beng.); Manzil pho (Lepcha). 

Description. —Adult male. Forehead and a streak over the eye 
glistening azure-blue ; lores, feathers at the base of the bill, in 



Fig. 32.—Bill of C, r. nd>eculaides. 

front of and behind the eye black ; lesser wing-coverts bright 
blue ; whole upper plumage and exposed portions of wings and 
tail dark blue; inner webs of lateral tail-feathers and concealed 
portions of wing-feathers browm; chin, throat, sides of neck 
and breast deep blue; breast bright ferruginous, paler on flanks 
and lower breast and pure white on abdomen and under tail- 
coverts : axiilaries and under wing-coverts fulvous-white. 
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Cblonrs of soft parts. Iris liazel ; bill black, flesh-coloured at 
the gape; legs and feet pale fleshy to pale fleshv-browu. 

Measurements. Total length about 146 «im.; wing 65 to 75 mm., 
two birds from Siam and China have wings of’ 78 mm.; tail 53 to 
60 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen about 11’5 to 12*5 mm. 

Female. Lores and a ring round the eye pale fulvous; upper 
plumage olive-brown tinged with rufous on the forehead and 
rump and more ashy on the posterior crown and nape ; wing and 
tail feathers brown edged with ferruginous ; chin and throat 
fulvous-ferruginous ; breast bright ferruginous, abdomen and 
vent white ; sides of breast and flanks washed with olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; bill black, horny at 
the base; legs and feet pale horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 74 mm.; tail 49 to 52 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 mm.; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Young. Above brown streaked and spotted with fulvous and 
the wing-coverts broadly tipped with fulvous ; throat and breast 
fulvous squamated with brown. The young male moults direct 
from the spotted into the blue plumage. 

Distribution. In Summer the Blue-throated Flycatcher is found 
throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Burma ; the hills of 
Burma South to Tenasserini. East it is found in Yunnan, 
Assam, Siam and Cochin China. In Winter it occurs throughout 
Eastern and North-Eastern India, Burma, etc. 

Nidification. This Flycatcher breeds throughout the hill-por¬ 
tions of its habitat heiweeu 2,000 and 7,000 teel, but princi[)nlly 
between 3,000 and 5,0n0 feet,' in the months of April, May and 
June. It makes a cup-shaped nest of moss and moss-roots, often 
with a few leaves or scraps of grass in the base, lined with fine 
roots. It is placed in any convenient hollow in bank, rock or 
tree but preferably in natural holes in old stumps which are well 
concealed by moss or creepers. The eggs vary from three to five. 
In ground-colour they are a pale clay, sometimes with a pink or 
greenish tinge but they are so covered with microscopic specks of 
reddish brown that tliey appear to be imicoloured cluy-brown or 
olive-brown eggs. Forty eggs average 18*3 x 14*0 mm,: maxima 
19*4x15*1 mm.; iriiiiirna 17*5 X 14*3 and 18*4 x 13*6 mm. 

Habits. Like most other Flycatchers of the genus Cyornis this 
species is a bird of the forest throughout the breeding-se:i8oii, 
but when migrating may be found in .almost any kind of well- 
wooded country, cultivated or wild, and is very frequently found 
in open bamboo-jungle. Many individuals are undoubtedly 
resident all the year round between 2,000 and 5,000 feet, but 
others wander a great distance into the plains. They are cheerful 
lively little birds and will be found principally haunting the 
lower growths of bush and scrub, seldom mounting big trees to 
any height. They have a very sweet little song but are silent 
birds seldom uttering any note but a soft, deep chtir-r-r-r. 
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Cyornis banyumas. 

Cyornis banyumas Von Martens, J. f. O., 1866 p. 11 (Java). 


Key to Subspecies, 

A. Whole lower surface rufous or strongly 

washed with rufous ... C, b. banyumas. 

B. Breast and Hanks rufous, abdomen and 

under tail-coverts white or almost white. 
a. Above a deeper blue; below, abdomen 

purer white. C.h. cwrulifronSj^. 233. 

h. Above a duller blue : below, abdomen 

more strongly washed with rufous .... C. b. dialilcema^ p. 233. 


(658) Cyornis ban3mmas corulifrons. 

The JSoutherx Blue Flycatchek. 

Cyornis maynirostris cccrulifronsfbtwtiTt Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxix, 
p. 8 (1918) (Klong-bong-lai, South Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Very like C*. mheculaides, but has 
only the front and sides cf the chin black, instead of the whole 
chin and tipper throat deep blue; the upper parts are also a 
duller and darker blue with a more indigo shade in it. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
grey to neutral tint. The bill is pale at the base of the lower 
mandible in winter. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 73 mm.; tail 54 mm.; tarsus 
20 mm.; cnlmen 12 mm. 

Female. Lores and ring round eye pale fulvous ; whole upper 
plumage fulvous olive-brown, rufescent on the upper tail-coverts ; 
wing-(piills and rectrices brown edged with rufous : chin, thro.at, 
breast and flanks orange-chestnut; abdomen and under tail- 
coverts white suffused with rufous. It cannot be distinguished 
from many female specimens of C. rubeculoidcs but has possibly 
a stronger fulvous tinge. 

Distribution. North Malay Peiurisula and Peninsular Burma 
and 8iam. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparently the same as those of Cyornis matjnirostris, 
from which this bird hardly differs except in si/.e and its small 
bill—both forms, however, occurring together over a considerable 
area. 


(059) Cyornis banyumas dialilsema. 

Salvadori’s Blue Flycatcher. 

Cyornis dialilcsma Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, x.xvii, p. 387 
(1889) (Taho, Ivareimi). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description.—Adult male. Differs from the Southern Blue 
Flycatcher only in being a duller blue and in having the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts much more suffused with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. Wing 71 to 74 and one specimen 79 mm. 

Female. Only differs from that of Cyomis ruhectdoides in being 
darker below. 

Young. Above rufous-brown, with pale central streaks to the 
feathers of the back, head and scapulars ; the wing-coverts with 
fulvous spots and the breast bright orange-rufous niottled with 
brown. 

Distribution. Hills of Central Burma, North to Shan States 
and Yuiuian and the Kachin Hills East of the Irrawaddy. It is 
quite impossible to distinguish between Cyornis ivhitei (Har- 
ington), Cyomis glaucicomam (Oberholser) and Cyomis dialil(¥Vi(t 
(Salvadori), the last of these names has priority. Gyldenstolpe 
says it is the most common form of Blue Flycatcher in Northern 
Siam. 

Nidiffcation. Harington and Grant both found this bird 
breeding in the Bhamo Hills and Shan States. Nests obtained 
with eggs differed in no way from those of Cyomis tickellUr &m[ 
C. ruhectdoides. Twenty eggs average 18d) x 14-2: maxima 
20‘6xI4*5 and 18*5x16*2 mm.; minima 16*9x14*0 and 
17*4 X 13*5 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but it seems to be more entirely a 
forest-bird, summer and winter, than most. The extent to which 
it is migratory is not at present known. 

Cyornis tickellise. 

Key to Subsj^ecies, 


A. Abdomen and flanks decidedly washed with 

pale rufous and not conspicuously 8ej)a- 
rated from rufous breast. 

a. Above both males and females paler .... C. f, tickelHcCy p. 234. 

b. Above darker. C. /. meseetiy p. 236. 

B. Abdomen sharply divided from rufous breast 

and very white ; above a richer blue than 

either of above . C.t, mmatrensis, p. 236. 


(660) Cyomis tickelliss tickellise. 

Tickell’s Blub Flycatcher. 

Cyomis tickellicB Blyth, J. A.S. B., xii, p. 941 (1843) (Central 
India). 

Cyomis tickellii, Blanf. & Oates^ ii, p. 25. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, feathers round the eye and 
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a narrow line next the bill black; forehead, supercilium and 
lesser wing-coverts glistening azure-blue ; whole upper surface 
blue, less deep than in C, ruhemloides point of chin black ; sides 
of head and neck deep blue-black; throat and breast bright ferru¬ 
ginous fading into white on the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverls ; axiltaries and under wing-coverts white or very pale buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black or dark horny- 
brown, paler at the base ; legs and feet bluish brown, dusky bluish, 
or bluish grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 min.: wing 72 to 
77 mm.; tail 54 to 59 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm. ; culrnen 11 to 
12 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but duller and paler; the 
supercilium very pale ; lores and round the eye grey and white; 
whole chin ^ ery pale rufous and breast paler than in tlie male. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 72 mm. 

Young. Above brown with bold fulvous spots, below dull fulvous- 
white, tlie breast rusty with dark brown margins to the feathers. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of India, (except 8ind and 
the extreme N.VV. Province ; Assam, Mnnipiir, ^Xorth and 
Central Burma as far South as Karenni where it meets the next 
race; Yunnan, Shan States, Kortbern Siam and Annain. 

Nidification. TickelTs Blue Flycatcher breeds from all levels 
up to about 5,000 feet but invariably in hilly or broken country. 
The nest is always placed in a bole of some kind, in a tree, bank 
or wall, possibly in most cases in hollows in trees and is built, of 
grass, roots, dried moss and leaves and lined with roots ; rather 
untidy and rather large for the bird. The eggs number three U) 
five and are not diistinguisbable from those of Otfornis rnheculoides, 
but perhaps averof/e a rather brighter brown. Eighty eggs average 
18*4x14*2 mm.: maxima 19*6x14*3 and 18*5x15*3 mm.; 
minima 16*8 x 13*6 and 18*3 x 13*4 mm. 

The brceding-seiison is April, May and June, but General 
Betham huind them breeding at Poona as late as August and, on 
the otlier hand, in Monghyr, Bebar and Burma they breed as 
early as February and Marcli, 

Habits. This is a Flycatcher of vsmall woods and .diolaa and of 
well-wooded cultivated country. It is an active lively little bird 
with a sweet but rather metallic little song which it utters far 
more freely than most of its relations. It is not shy and does not 
mind being watched. 

(661) Gyornis tickelliee sumatrensis. 

8ua.rpk’s Blue Flycatcher. 

tSiphia sumatrefisis Sharpe, Cat. B.M., iv, p. 451 (1879) (Sumatm 
m err ore). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Similar to (7. L tichelUce but a much richer blue 
above and with the white nbdomen contrasting more strongly with 
the rufous breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in C. K tichelUai, 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 73 mm. 

Female. Similar to that of Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher but whiter 
below ; individuals vary greatly in the colour of tlie upper parts 
but newly moulted birds in full plumage are a deeper brighter 
blue than any specimens of Tickell’s Flycatcher. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula and hills of Southern and 
Central Burma to Thounghoo and Karenni; South Siam, Annam. 

Nidification and Habits differ in no way from those of 
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher. It is a resident bird wherever found 
and breeds from the level of the plains to some 4,0(>0 or 5,000 
feet. In winter it wanders about a good deal in the open and is 
therefore more conspicuous but it is nowhere more than locally 
migratory. 


(662) Cyomis tickellim mesma. 

Obehuolser’s Blue Flycatcher. 

Cyomis $ickellice mesaa Oberholser, Proc. Biol. Soc, Washington, 
Axxiii, p. 86 (1920) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Indian form in being decidedly 
darker above both in the mule and female. It is not, however, aw 
dark or richly coloured as C. t, sitmatretigis and not nearly so white 
below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other forms. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Very little known, but Legge obtained young in 
nestling-plumage in June and the middle of July, so presumably 
they lay in May and early June. They breed up to at least 4,000 
feet and possibly higher than this, as 1 have had specimens 
procured at Nevvara Eliya in June. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(663) Cyomis magnirostris. 

The Large-billed Blub Flycatcher. 

Cyomis maynirostris Blytli, J. A. 8. B., xviii, p. 814 (1849) (Dar¬ 
jiling) ; Blanf & Oates, ii, p. 26. 

Vernacular names. Daoyatamj (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from Cyomis rnhemlokles in 
having the whole chin and throat chestnut. The blue of the 
upper parts is deeper but the chestnut below is paler and extends 
on to the lower breast and Hanks. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet very pale fleshy-white to light horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 7G to 83 mm.; tail 55 to 61 mm.; tarsus 
18*5 to 19*0 mm.; culmen 15 mm. 

Female. Like that of C\ ruheculoides but paler below. 

Colours of soft parts like the male. 

Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Above brown, each featlier with a pale fulvous centre 
and dark margin ; tail rui'ous as in the adult female ; below earthy- 
fulvous, the breast mottled with fulvous and brown. The males 
moult direct from the spotted plumage ifito the blue of the adult. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, the whole of Assam, North and 
South of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of Cyornis rxiheculoides but 
the nest is generally placed in a hole in a bank or rock and is 
larger and more untidy tlian it is in that species. The eggs, three 
to five in number, are rather larger, decidedly darker and duller 
and more definitely spotted. Fortv eggs average 19*1 x 14*6 min.: 
maxima 20*4 X 14*6 and 20*1 x 15*2 mm.; minima 17*1 X 14*1 and 
18*0 X 13*5 mm. The breeding-.season is May, June and July and 
they breed from 3,000 to about 7.000 feet. 

Habits. Those of the genus but this is essentially a bird of 
evergreen, humid forests. 


(lenus NITIDULA. 

Nitidula Jerd. & Blyth, P. Z. S., ISOl, p. 201. 

Tv[)e, N^iiidula hodysoni. 

The genus Nitidula consists of a single species, a very small 
Blue Flycatcher distinguishable at once by its narrow slender bill 
with well-developed hairs over the nostril. 


(664) Nitidula hodgsoni. 

The Pigmy Blue Flycatcher. 

Nemura hodgsoni Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 76 (Nepal). 

Nitidula hodgsoni. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 27. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, lores and sides of head 
black, tinged with blue in certain lights; whole upper plumage 
bright dark blue, brightest and more ultramarine on crown; 
wings and tail black edged w'ith deep blue; whole lower plumage 
pale orange-yellow, almost white on the centre of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris black or deep brown ; bill horny- 
brown, paler and more yellow at the base and on lower mandible; 



238 


MUSOICAPIDJS. 


all black in breeding-season; legs pale reddish brown; “ pinkish 
plumbeous horny (Stevens). 

Measurements. Total length about 105 min.; wing 45 to 
50 mm.; tail 30 to 35 mm.; tarsus about 13 mm.; culmen about 
6 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage olive-brown, more rufous on the 
lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts; tail and wing-feathers 
brown edged with rufous-brown ; lores and cheeks fulvous-yellow 
mottled with brown ; whole lower plumage pale saffron-yellow, 
albescent on centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill never black. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 4G mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of Assam, North 
and South of the Brahmaputra between 3,000 feet and the highest 
peaks of 9,000 feet or over. 

Nidiffcation. Unknown. 



Fig. —Bill of N. hodgsovi. 

Habits. The few birds .seen by me in North Cachar were 
always in deep forest, though preferably on the edge of some 
glade or open forest-stream. On each occasion three or four were 
seen together feeding on the bushes and lower trees and taking 
insects off the leaves and twigs just as often as in the air. They 
were very silent except for a sharp, sibilant, little uttered 
when the companions got separated. When catching insects on 
the wing in the flickering shade and sunlight they looked more 
like brilliant butterflies than birds. They are resident birds but 
move vertically with the seasons and Stevens records them as 
descending to the foot-hills in winter in North I..akhimpur. 


Genus STOPAROLA. 

Stoparola Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. V2o (1845). 

Type, Stopcirola melanops. 

The genus Stoparola differs from Cyornxs in having a shorter, 
very depressed hill which, viewed from above, forms an equilateral 
triangle. Both sexes have a certain amount of blue-green almost 
throughout their plumage but at the same time the sexes vary 
considerably in colour. 

One of the three species found in the Indian Empire has a very 
widely extended range, the other two are confined to comparatively 
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sraall areas. S, sordida and S. alhicaudata are good species in 
no way linked with S, melanops. 

Key to Species. 

A. With no white to the base of the tail, 
a. Under tail-coverts blue or green with 


broad white edges . S. inelanops^ p. 239. 

h. Under tail-coverts white or almost so .. S, sordida, p. 241. 

J3, Base of tail white. S. albicaudata^ p. 242. 


Stoparola melanops. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. No black spot on chin ; line of black 

across forehead very narrow or 

obsolete. aS’. ?n. melanops^ p. 239. 

B. A block spot at point of chin; black 

line on forehead better defined. S, m. thalassoidesy p. 241. 


(665) Stoparola melanops melanops. 

The Vkuditee Flycatchbe. 

Mmcicapa melanops Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 171 (Himalayas, now 
restricted to Sikkim). 

Stoparola melanops. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 28. 

Vernacular names. Nil-kat-katia (Beng.); SihyelVpho (Lepcha); 
Dao-tisha I Hi yudeba (Cachari). 



Fig. 34.—Bill of S, vi, melanops. 

Description.—Adult male. Ijoresto base of bill black, produced 
back under the eye; whole plumage verditer-blue, palest and 
brightest on forehead, sides of head, chin, throat, breast and 
upper tail-coverts ; concealed portions of wing-feathers and edge 
of lateral tail-feathers brown, visible portions bright green-blue, 
still brighter and more blue on the outer edges; under tail-coverts 
edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; bill black, the corner 
of gape and mouth flesh-colour; legs, feet and claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 79 to 
89 mm.; tail 60 to 74 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
II mm. 
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Female. Generally similar to the male but much duller and 
greyer in tint; lores dull brown; dun and sides of throat 
mottled with brown and white. 

Young birds are a grey-brown, more or less tinged with 
green; spotted above with small and below with large fulvous 
spots, the edges of the feathers being darker ; on the head and 
nape the spots are often almost white. 

Bistribution. The whole Empire North of the Nilgiris and 
Travancore except Sind, the Andamans and Nicobars. In Burma 
it extends as far South as Tenasserim where it is replaced by 
the next race, birds from the extreme South of Burma being 
intermediate in size and in the extent of black on the forehead, 
lores and chin. 

Nidiflcation. The Verditer Flycatcher breeds throughout the 
Himalayas above 4,000 feet, Assam, the Burmese Hills, Yunnan, 
Shan States, Siam, Annam and Western Cliiiia. It may also 
sometimes breed in the Hills of Southern India as Mr. Kinlock 
reports it as being extremely common in the Neliampatliy Hills 
until March at comparatively low heights. It nests in A])ril, 
May and early June, often having second broods in June and 
early July. The nest is cup-shaped, made principally of living 
green moss but sometimes mixed with tiny roots, scraps of bracken 
or grass, lichen, etc., the lining being always of the finest moss and 
fern-roots. It is most often placed among boulders on a mossy 
bank, in a crevice or niche in or between the stones or rocks, 
but it may also be built in holes in trees, walls or banks. The 
eggs number four almost invariably, very seldom three or five. 
In ground-colour they vary from almost pure white to a pale 
pink, generally profusely but minutely freckled or stippled with a 
darker shade of the same, a more pronounced ring circling the 
larger end. Two hundred eggs average 19*^1 x 14*6 min. and the 
extremes are : maxima 22 0x15*2 and 20 3 x 16 0 mm.; minima 
17 0 X 14*0 and 19 0 x 13*8 mni. 

Habits. In Summer this Flycatcher is found between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet wandering up to 9,000 feet in the Himalayas and 
higher still in the Burmese and Chinese Hills, In winter it 
descends to the plains and spreads all over North ai^d Central 
India, though it keeps more to the hilly and broken portions. It 
is veiy sociable and in the Khasia Hills I have often seen several 
pairs hunting quite amicably together for insects on some 
flowering shrub in my garden. It searches the leaves and tw igs 
for insects in a very Tit-like manner in addition to the usual 
Flycatcher sallies after those on the wing. It has a very sweet 
song uttered in the mornings and evenings and, os it is very 
confiding and tame, will often sing within a few feet of the 
watcher. It keeps much to cultivated country, thin forests and 
pine-woods and is seldom found far inside dense evergreen 
forest. 
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(666) Stoparola melanops thalassoides. 

Tnii Malay Vkrditer Flycatcher. 

Glaucoynyias thalassoides Cab.,Mus. llein.,i,p. 53(1850) (Sumatra) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to 8, m. meUinops but 
having the black lores extending in a line across forehead and 
also to the angle oF the chin. On the whole, it is perhaps a 
rather deeper-coloured bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. A smaller bird than 8. m. melaaops : wing'73to 
78 min.; tail 02 to 6 4 min. ; tarsus about 17 niin.; cuhneii about 
11 nun. 

The female and young are inseparable from tiiose of the 
Common Verditer Flycatcher except in size. 

Distribution. Feninsular Siam and Burma, the Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nididcation. Similar to that of the preceding bird. 

Habits. Like the Indian Verditer Flycatcher it is found in the 
hills in Summer, descending to tlie phiins in Winter hut it seems 
to he a much less common bird and to keep to heavier forest. 
It is, however, sometimes seen in gardens and the open country 
round villages. 


(007) Stoparola sordida. 

Tjil Dusky Blue Flycatcher. 

Glaueomyias sordida Wald., A. M. N. II., (^4) v, p. 218 (1870) 
(Ceylon). 

Stoparola sordida. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 20. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, line across tli- Fort head and 
point of chin black; forehead, short supendiium and chin bright 
cobalt-blue; general plumage ashy-grey tinged with blue, darker 
and more blue on the head; vent almost white and abdomen 
pale; under tail-eoverts almost or quite \\hite; wings and tail 
brown, the wing-coverts broadly and f]uills very narrowly edged 
with blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to reddish brown ; legs 
and feet dark plumbeous, the latter sometimes blackish and 
darker than the tarsus. 

Measurements. Wing 73 to 78 nun.; tail 57 to 61 mm.; tarsus 
about 19-0 mm.; culmen about 11 mm. 

Female. Duller and vvith less blue on forehead, chin and head. 

Young. Brown above, boldly spotted with fulvous and with 
dark edges to each feather; below fulvous, paler and whitish on 

YOL. II. R 
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tbe centre of the abdomen, eacli feather edged and tipped dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Ceylon only above 2,000 feet. 

Nidification. The Dusky Blue Flycatcher breeds in the moun¬ 
tains and lower hills of Ceylon in February, March and April. 
The nest is like that of the Verdi^^er Flycatcher and the eggs are 
quite indistinguishable from those of that bird but only two or 
three are laid. They average about 20*1 x 14*4 mm., and a small 
series vary in length between 20*0x14*2 and 21*0 X 15*0 ram. 
and in breadth between 20*3 x 14*1 and 21*0 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. The Dusky Blue Flycatcher breeds only above 2,000 
feet and seems seldom to wander much below this even in non¬ 
breeding months. Like the Verditer Flycatcher it often 
associates in small flocks and has a similar sweet little song and 
the same soft low call-note sounding like chip chip. It is said to 
be very bold in the presence of man and to prefer the vicinity of 
villages and open country to deep forest. 

( 668 ) Stoparola albicaudata. 

The Nilgiri Blub Flycatcher. 

Mnscicapa albicaudata Jerd., Madr. J. L. S., xi, p. 16 (1840) 
(Nilgiris). 

Stoparola albicaudata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 30. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole plumage indigo-blue, the 
forehead, a short supercilium, chin and edge of shoulder of wing 
bright blue, the blue extending to the fore crown and blending 
into the dull colour of the nape; concealed p«)rtions of the wing- 
feathers dark brown; median tail-feathers like the back, lateral 
tail-feathers dark brown edged with indigo-blue and white at the 
extreme base; abdomen paler and tail-coverts edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements, Wing 71 to 82 mm.; tail 60 to G5 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 mm.; culmen about 11 mm. 

Female. Dull grey-brown ; the upper tail-coverts blue; whole 
lower parts paler grey-brown washeil with green-blue ; tail and 
wings brown, the former with while bases to all but the median 
pair. 

Measurements. In this species, unlike the others, the female 
seems to be rather smaller than the male: wing only 72 to 
77 mm. 

Young. Above dark brown with bold fulvous spots and dark 
edges to each feather; below pale grey-brown with broad pale 
fulvous spots and dark edges, the spots and edgings most definite 
on throat and breast 
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Distribution. The hills of Southern India from 2,000 feet 
upwards. Mr. J. Stewart found it common in Travancore in 
suitable places and 1 have records of its occurrence in the 
Wynaad, Palghat and Southern Malabar. 

Nidiftcation. Breeds in March, April and May at all elevations 
from 2,500 feet upwards but more frequently above 4,000 feet 
than below this height. The nest is qup-shaped, made of moss 
and moss-roots, lined with the latter. Very rarely (6^ Williams) 
there are a few feathers in the lining. Most nests are placed 
in holes in banks but others are placed in holes in walls, 
rotten trees or under bridges and culverts. The eggs number 
three, sometimes two only, and are like those of the other species of 
Stoparola, JSixty eggs average 19 0 x14 8 mm.; the extremes 
are : maxima 22*0 x 15*5 and 20*5 x 16*0 mtn.; minima 18*4 X 15*0 
and 18*8 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits similar to those of other species of this genus. This 
species does not appear to visit the plains in the winter. 

Genus ANTHIPES. 

Anthii^es Blvth, J. A.S. B., xvi, p. 122 (1847). 

Type, AiUliipes monileger. 

The genus Anl/iij^es contains two Indian species of Flycatcher 
so different in habits and nidiiication that many naturalists 
might consider these, combined with a certain anjount of 
differentiation in colour-characters, suflicient to split them int(> 
two genera. 

In this genus the sexes are alike, the plumage brown or rufous 
but relieved in the monileger gnmp by a bold white patch on the 
throat. The bill is flat but longer than wide at the base; the 
lower mandible is dark; the rictal bristles are long but few in 
number ; the tirst primary is large and the tail square and rather 
shorter than the wing. 

A"eg to Sj}€cies. 

A. Chill and throat white, contrasting with the 

surrounding parts . A. monUrgfr, p. 243. 

B. Chin and throat buff or butfy-white, not 

contrasting with, but blending into, the 

surrounding parts .. A. oHvaceuSy p. 24G. 


Antbipes monileger. 

Keg to Suhspecies. 

A. White of chin and throat surrounded 

bv a black line. 

a, Forehead and eyebrow fulvous. A. m. monileger, p. 244. 

b. Forehead and eyebrow golden rufous. A. m. lettvops, p. 245. 

B. White of chin and throat not surrounded 

by a black line. A. m. submonileger, p, 245. 
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(600) Anthipes monileger monileger. 

Hodgson’s White-gorgeted FLiCATciiER. 

Dimorpha monileger Ilodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 20 (Sikkim). 

Anthipes moniliger, Blanf. ife Oates, ii, p. 32. 

Vernacular names. Phait-tagrak-jiho (Lepcha). 

Description. Short broad supercilia alii'.ost meeting on the 
forehead, bright fulvous; crown to rump olive-brown, tinged 
with rufous on the latter; upper tail-coverts and tail dull 
ferruginous; wings brow n, all the feathers except the primary 
coverts edged with rufous; sides of head olive-brown; lort's, 
ear-coverts and under the c^ye grey-brown ; chin and throat white 
surrounded with black, lower plumage fulvous-olive, albescent on 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark horny-brown, 
paler at base but all black in breeding-season; legs and feet 
fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wirjg GO to 
65 mm.; tail 45 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 23mm. ; culineii about 
10 mm. 



Fig. 35.—Bill of .4. w. monileger. 

Nestling olive-brown, with an ill-defined white throat and 
with fulvous streaks on the upper plumage and fulvous edges 
to the wing-feathers. 

Distribution. Sikkim and hills of jN’orthern Assam. 

Nidification. Tw o nests of this species w ere talnni by Maridelli 
at Lebong at an elevation of 5,800 feet in May and June. The 
nests were made of grass mixed w ith dried nio.^s and in one case 
coated with skeletcm-leaves. They were cup-shaped and placed in 
dej)ressions in a hank amongst grass. Eggs taken by Mandelli 
on the 3rd April have tlu» ground-colour almost pure w hite and 
they are speckled w ith brownish red, principally in a zone abimt 
the larger end and less profusely over the rest of the surface. 
In shape they are broad ovals and they measure about 18*8 x 
13-7 mm. 

Habits. Hodgson’s White-gorgeted Flycatcher appears to b(* 
resident between 4,500 and 8,000 feet, descending to 3,000 or 
even 2,000 feet in the Winter. It frequents light forest intersected 
with open grass and bnicken-covered patches and does not ns 
a rule enter very deep forest. 
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(670) Anthipes monileger submonileger. 

HuME^S VVUITE-GORGETED FlYOATCUEU. 

Anthipes subinoniliffer Hume, S. F., v., p. 105 (1877) (Miileyet Mt.) • 
Hlanf. k. Oates, ii, p. o3. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but paler both above 
and below and either entirely wanting the black round the white 
throat or having this less strongly marked. The forehead, lores 
and sliort supercilia are rich goldcn-rutoiis. 

Coloujs of soft parts and Measurements as in A. m. monileger 
but tln^ bill larger and longer, 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam. A fine series 
collected bv Mr. E. Cr. Herbert in Southern Siam have the rufous 
of the head very rich, somewhat approaching A. m. maJayana of 
the S. Malay Peninsula in this respect. 

Nidification, Not recorded. 

Habits. H lime's White gorgeted Flycatcher is found from the 
level of the plains ii]) to some 4,000 feet and is not migratory. 
Apparently it is found most often in light open forest but at 
other times in tin* deep<\st and most linrcid forests. 


(671) Anthipes monileger leucops. 

SllAUPE^S WUITE-GOKGKTKD FeYCaTCIIER. 

Diyenea leticops Sliarpe, P. Z. S., 18)^8, p. 240 (Shillong). 

Anfh{i}es lencops. Blaiif. <S: Oates, ii, p. 33. 

Vernacular names, Inrejihatki (Kacha Naga). 

Description. DiHers from A. m. monileyer in having the 
forehead and eyeinow white, the lores mixed wliite and brcwn 
and the sides of tin* head more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris very dark brown; bill black; legs 
and fe(*t fiesliy-while, the claws jialer still. 

Measurements. As in A, m.monUeyer \ culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

The Young bird is dark brown on the upper plumage streaked 
with fulvous ; below dull fulvous, the breast mottled with dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Mountains of Assam South of the Brahmaputra, 
Manipur, Lushai, Chin Hills and hills of Central Burma to 
Kareniii. 

Nididcation. This little Flycatcher breeds in the hills south 
of Assam from the end of April to early June, most eggs being 
laid during the first fortnight of May. The nests are globular, 
roughly put together affairs of grass, bamboo-leaves and a few 
other dead leaves, thickly lined with the finest grass-stems. 
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Outwardly tlie nests average about 6| by 5 inches and inwardly 
about by 2j inches. Most nests are placed actually oi» the 
ground on a bank, among grass or scrub, but occasionally they are 
placed in bushes two or three feet above it. In these latter cases, 
however, the scrub is always very dense and the nest well hidden. 
The eggvS number thi*ee or four, rarely live, and are (juite unlike 
those of any closely allied genera. The ground-colour varies 
from pure white to pale pink, and they are sparsely speckled 
ever} where and rather more numerously at the larger end with 
pinkish red and reddish brovui. In shape they are broad-ovals 
and the texture is fine and close, though they have little gloss. 
I’wentv eggs average 18*0x13*0 mm. and the extremes are 
19*7 X 14*0, 19*1 X 14 1, 17*2 x 13*0 and 17*3 x 13*2 mm. 

The birds breed between 3,000 and 6,000 feet. 

Habits. This is nowhere a very common bird and is so shy 
and retiring in its habits that one sees little of it. It is found 
quite as often in light as in the heavier evergreen forest but it 
is partial to thick scrub or grass undergrowth and feeds close to 
the ground. ItvS usual perch is one some two to three feet high 
from whicl) it makes little sallies after insects, usually caj)turing 
these in the air but occasionally taking them on the ground. 
During the breeding-season it has a weak but pleasant little song 
and at the commencement of that season it is rather more 
conspicuous than usual from its courting antics, flying into the 
air and then sailing down to its perch with its feathers all fluffed 
out, its head thrown back and its pure white throat with its black 
border visible from a considerable distance. It Ims a habit, 
like Siphia^ of spreading and jerking its tail up and down when 
perched. It is not migratory, though it may move vertically to 
some extent with the seasons. 

Anthipes olivaceus. 

Kep to Subspecies. 

A. General colour of lower plumage white, more 

or less tinged with buff on breast and flanks. A. o. olivaceus^ p. 

B. General colour of lower plumage orange- 

buft’..... A. o. pofioffem/s, p. 247. 

(672) Anthipes olivaceus olivaceus. 

Hume's FnycATOHER. 

Ci/ornis olivacea Eluine, S. F., v, p. 33.3 (1877) (extreme S. of 
‘.Tenaaserim). 

Anthipes olivaceus. Blanf. & Oates, ij, p. .34. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. TJp{)er plumage greyish brown, tinged with 
fulvous on the back and rump; lores and sides of the head 
ashy-grey, the shafts of the ear-coverts paler ; tail reddish brown 
tinged with ferruginous ; wing-coverts and quills brown edged 
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with rufescent olive-brown ; lower plurna^^e whitish, the breast 
and flanks siififused with grey and ochraeeous in varying degree. 

Colours of soft p^rts. Iris brown; bill black in summer, dark 
horny-brown in winter in the male; always brown, paler at tlie 
base, ill the female ; legs and feet fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm.; wing 
to 75 mm. ; tail 53 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 18 min.; culinen 
about 13rnm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam and Malay Peninsula. 

Nidiflcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. Like the better-known Brooks^ Flycatcher, this bird is 
a frequenter of the outskirts nr open glades of dense forests, 
feeding much from perches high up in trees and never descending 
to the ground, thougli sometimes working through scrub and brush¬ 
wood. It is found from the level of the plains up to some 4,000 
<»r 5,000 feet and wherever found is resident. 


(673) Anthipes olivaceus poliogenys. 

Brooks’ Flycatcher. 

Cuornis polivyenys Brooks, 8. F., viii, p. 409 (1879) (Salbari, Sikkim 
Terai). 

Anthipes pn/ioyenp.s. Jtlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 

Vernacular names. Duo-putti tCachari). 

Description. Above similar to Hume’s Flycatcher, but generally 
rather darker ; btdow orange-buff, ])aler and albescent on the chin 
and pale buff on the centre of the ahdornen, vent and under tail- 
coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. As in Hume’s Flycatclier. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 77 mm.; culmen 11*5 to 12*5 mm. 

Young. Dark brown striated with pale fulvous above, below 
deep, dull fulvous, tlie feathers margined with dark brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim Terai and Bhutan Dooars through the 
lower hills of both North and South Assam, Manipur, Lushai, 
Chin Hills as far East as Irrawaddy. 

Nidiflcation. This Flycatcher breeds freely throughout the 
hills of Assam from the foot-hills of a thousand feet or so up to 
some 5,ti00 feet, during the months of April, May and June. 
The nest is ciip-shnped and is made of moss, often mixed with 
grass and leaves, sometimes with no real lining but the moss itself, 
at others with quite a well-made lining of roots. It is placed 
either on a bank in a hollow or between boulders, or in a hollow 
of a stump or tlead tree, but is always well concealed. The eggs 
vary from three to five in number and bear no resemblance to 
those of Brooks’ Flycatcher, but are typical Cpotmis eggs in 
appearance. The ground-colour is pale sea-green, pale buff or 
stone-colour, and the markings consist of tiny but profuse freckles 
of reddish brown which sometimes cover practically the whole 
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surface, whilst at other times they are somewhat less numerous at 
the smaller end, though they never form rings and very seldom 
caps. The average of 40 eggs is 18*«5xl4*() inm.: maxima 
20*4 X 15*3 and 10-3 x 16*0 mm.; ininitna 16'8 x 13*4 mm. 

Habits. This Flycatclier is resident from the foot-hills and plains 
in their immediate vicinity to about 3,000 feet and less often up 
to some 2,000 feet higher. They keep much to forest in the breeding- 
season, though they prefer the more open parts of these, feeding 
from some height up in trees and also visiting scrub and 
lower bushes when there is anything special to tempt them. In 
the Winter they frequent more open country and will even enter 
compounds or scrub in the vicinity of villages. The song is sweet, 
though rather weak and broken. 

Genus ALSEONAX. 

Alseonax Cabanis, Mus. Hein., Th. i, p. o*2 (18*>0). 

Type, A. admta (Boie). South Africa. 

The genus AUtonax is very closely allied to Anthtpes^ but has a 
very small first primary. The sexes are alike and both are dull- 
coloured rufous or brown birds. 

Oberholser, Proc. U.S, Nat. Mus., xxviii, |). 910, 1905, divides 
Alseonax into two genera, placing latirostris in a genus which he 
calls Arizelompa, in so suiall a genus the division seems to be 
unnecessary and 1 retain all our Indian birds under Aheonax. 

•Some of the Indian species are migratory and one (latirostns) 
resident or only locally migratory. 

Kep to Sjfecies, 

A. Whole upper plumage, including upper tnil- 

coverts, ashy-brown. 

B. Upper plumage olive-hrown, the upper tiiil- 

coverts chestnut-brown . 

C. Upper plumage ruddy-brown, upper tail- 

coverts ferruginous; tail brown, suffused 
with rufous on the outer edge.H of the tail- 
feathers only. 

Alseonax latirostris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Brown ; ashy tinge very slight. A. 1. latirostris^ p. 248. 

B. Ashy-grey, the gray tinge very pronounced. A, 1. jHwnenaiSj p. 249. 

( 674 ) Alseonax latirostris latirostris. 

The Sdmatban Bkown Clycatcueb. 

Muscicapa latirostris Raffl., Trans, L. S., xiii, p. 312 (182l)(Sum.itra). 
Alseonax latirostris. Blanf, & Oates, ii, p. 35. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 


A. latirostris^ p. 248. 
A. rnficauduSf p. 250. 

A. muttui\ p. 251. 
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Description. Above brown, in some cases witli a slightly ashy 
tinge; feathers of crown centred darker; tail, wing-quills and 
greater coverts dark brown edged with rufescent or rnfescent- 
white; lores and a ring round the eye dull white ; sides of the head 
brown; lower plumage dull white; the breast, throat and flanks 
streaked and mottled with ashy-hrowm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black, the base paler, 
more cunspicnonsly so in winter, month orange; legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Length about lilO mrn.; wing 05 to 70 mm.; 
tail 47 to 52 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; ciilmen about 11 mm. 

Young. Crown dark brown streaked with fulvous; upper 
plumage and ing-featliers with bold fulvous spots ; lower 
plumage more distinctly mottled with dark brown. The bill is 
vellowisli hornv. 



Fig. 36. - Bill of A. 1. Idfirosfris. 

Distribution, llorneo, Sumatra, the ]\lalay Peninsula, Burma, 
Siam and Annam. Probably also extending ijito Yunnan and 
Western China, but not Assam, wliere the birds are all of the next 
form, 

Nidiflcatiou and Habits. Notiiing recorded, but they probably 
do not differ from those of the next and better-known race. 

(fl75) Alseonax latirostris poonensis. 

Tick Indian Brown Fjacatchek. 

JMt(scicap(t po<mens{fi Sykes, P, Z. S., Is32, p. K") (Poona). 

Alseona.v latirostris. Blanf. 0<ite.«5, ii, p. 35 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Zalkl (Hindi). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but very much more 
grey both above and below. This is the “ashy-grey” bird as 
described by Oates. 

Colours of soft parts as in A. L latu'ostris. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 80 mm. fJapan to Himalayas), 
6() to 72 Him. (birds from the plains of India). 

Distribution. Breeding from Japan to Lake Baikal and through¬ 
out the sub-Hiniabtyas and Himalayas and also in the plains of the 
Central Provinces, United Provinces and the Western Ghats to 
South Travancore and probably in Ceylon, where it has been 
recorded in June. 
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Nidification. This bird is probably resident and breeds, where- 
ever found, from Japan, Northern China, the Himalayas to tlu^ 
plains of India. Nests were taken in Hagsimi by Capt. U. A. 
ykinner. in Kanara by Mr. J. Davidson, in Mhow and tlm 
adjacent Ghats by 31 r. B. Shelley, 31r. F. E. Kemp, Genl. R. 
Bethain and others. The nest is a rather large compact cup made 
of moss and lichen and lined with roots, fibres and feathers. It 
is generally placed on a horizontal bough at its junction with the 
trunk bet, also, often well away from the latter. The height 
selected may be anything from live to thirty feet from the ground. 

The breeding-season everywhere seems to be May and June. 

The eggs are like small Cyot'nis eggs ; the ground-colour is a 
pale stone, sometimes tinged with red, sometimes with green and 
the markings consist of the finest freckles of reddisli, generally 
covering practically the whole surface of the egg, at otlier times 
leaving part of the smaller end visible. Fifty eggs average 
^7*0 X mm.: ma.xima 19*2x140 mm.; minima 15*0 x 12*4 
and 16*2x12*3 min. 

Habits. This Flycatcher is a bird of the more secluded well- 
wooded country, especially where it is broken and nigged and is 
apparently not found in tlie more open level country. It is a very 
quiet little bird, singiug an insignificant little song and more often 
uttering a soft vibrant churr. It feeds entirely on the wing and 
does not venture on to tlie grouml to capture its insect-food. 
According to JScully, it is a sociable bird in winter, consorting w ith, 
but also tigliting w'itb, otliers of its kind. 


(67(») Alseonax ruficaudus. 

The Rufous-tailed Flycatcheu. 

Mmcicftpa injjicauda Swains., Nat. Lib., .v, p. (1838) (India, 
restricted to Kashmir). 

Ahftma.r rujicaudtix. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 36. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, sides of neck and wing- 
coverts dull olive-bn>wn ; greater coverts, primary coverts and 
winu-quills dark brown edged with rufescent olive-yellow'; tail- 
coverts and tail chestnut, brow ner at the end; lores and a ring 
round the eye white; ear-coverts ashy-brown with pale sliaft- 
stripes; below^ pale ashy-brown ; almost w'hite on vent, centre of 
abdomen and under tail-cover!s. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; upper mandible pale 
brown, lower mandible fieshy ; legs and feet purplish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 72 to 
81 mm.; tail 68 to 64 inm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

Young. Brown above spotted with fulvous, more streaky on the 
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head; below pale asby-browu mottled with dark brown. The 
feathers of the back have dark margins. 

Distribution. N.VV^. HImalay is from Baluchistan, Afghanistan 
and Gilgit to the Simla Hills and Garbwal. In AVinter it wanders 
tar and is found all over North-West and Western India to 
Travancore. To the East it has been recorded from Baipur, and 
I twice obtained specimens oi ibis species, both males, in the 
North Cacbar Hills. 

Nidiflcation. The Kufous-tailed Flycatcher breeds very com¬ 
monly between 7.0U0 and 10,000 ft. in Kashmir during the end of 
May and June, tnaking a compact, well-built, cup-shaped nest of 
moss and lichen, lined with hair or feathers, or with botli, placed on 
a branch of a pine or other tree some five to fifteen feet from the 
ground. The 'eggs number three or four and in colour are a very 
pale sea-green or olive-green profusely freckled all over with 
reddish ; many eggs appear to he a unitorm reddish olive or olive- 
green hut in some the freckles form a cap at the larger eyd. 
Forty eggs average 17*2x12^ mm.: maxima 19*1x18*5 and 
18*0 X 13*6 inm.; minima 15*6 X 12*0 and 15*7 X 12*1 mm. 

Habits. This is a shy retiring Flycatcher, keeping almost 
entirely to forested country. It seems to have no song worthy of 
the name, its principal note being a call-note of a single syllable 
followed by a low vibratory sound, it is very restless and active 
and keeps rather high up in the trees when feeding, making its 
sallies from a hniiich at some height and seldom, if ever, descending 
to the ground. According to Mr. Osmaston, it has a Chat-like 
habit ot flicking its wings and bobbing forward. 


(677) Alseonax muttui. 

Lay A lie’s Flycatcher. 

muttui Layard, A.M.N. IL, (2) xiii, p. 127 (1854) (Ceylon). 

Aheonax muttui, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. JO. 

Vernacular names. None reciirded. 

Description. Crown dark olive-brown shading into ruddy-brown 
on the hack and upper plumage, the feathers of the head faintly 
centred darker; upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous ; quills 
dark brown, the inner secondaries edged with ferruginous; lores 
and ring round the eye white; a line from the corner of the bill 
to under the eye dark brown and often a trace of a second line 
from below the bill ; between these two lines, chin and throat 
white; ear-coverts olive brown ; breast and flauks olive-brown 
with a chestnut tinge; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white 
suffused with chestnut; under wing-coverts pinkish grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black with a tiny pale 
tip and the lower mandible yellowish ; legs and feet fleshy-yellow 
or wax-yellow’. 
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Measurements. Wing 70 to 75 mm.; tail 54 to 64 mm.; tarsus 
about 13 to 13-5 mm.; culmen about 13 to 14 iniii. 

Young. Above brown, spotted with fiilvoifs and with obscure 
dark margins to the feathers of the back and innermost second¬ 
aries ; below the breast is rufous, the feathers boldly edged with 
black. 

Distribution. Resident above 4,000 feet in Sikkim, Bhutan and 
the hills of Assam, both North and South of tin? Brahmaputra. It 
is fouiid both Summer and Winter between 4,000 and 6,000 feet 
but in tlie latter season some birds migrate south to Travancore 
and Ceylon. Brooks observed it at Madhapur in Bengal and it is 
not rare in Winter in that Province and in the plains of Assam 
but its Winter movements are still very imperfectly kiiownn It 
will most probably found to be resident and to breed overmuch 
of its supposed Winter habitat, when? there are mountains of 
sufficient height. 

Nidiflcation. Layard's Flycatcher breeds in Sikkim and the 
Assam Hills in May and Juno, making a very compact and beauti¬ 
fully put together small cup nest of green moss lined with roots 
and hair. This it places either in a hollow in n tree or hank, or 
ill a tangle of creepers, raspberry-vines, or similar thick cover. 
'The eggs three to five in number are typical little Cifornis eggs, 
the general shade of colour being perhaps rather nmre grey-green 
than olive-green. They measure about 17*0x 13*2 mm. 

Habits. Except that it is a much more retiring and secretive 
bird than any of those of the genus tSiphid, it greatly reminds one 
of them in its ways. As a rule, it selects a perch on one ot 
the lower branches of a tree in heavy forest, where it sits motion¬ 
less, every now and then launching itself into the air after some 
passing insect, often capturing those of considerable size. In the 
breeding-season it often gives vent to a soft low note, at tlie same 
time puffing out its feathers and rapidly vibrating its half-opened 
wings. At the same season it has a pleasant, but rather feeble, 
little song, very seldom uttered. It does not seem to mind 
observation and I have often watched one, half an hour at a time, 
from a distance of not more than four or five yards. 

Genus OCHROMELA. 

. Ochromela Blvth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 128 (1847). 

Type, 0. 7ii//romfa Jerdon. Nilgiris. 

The genus Ochnymda contains a single species of Flycatcher 
remarkable for its coloration. 

In this genus the sexes are slightly dissimilar, though both 
preserve the characteristic black arul orange plumage. The bill is 
blunt and thick, and the rictal bristles are numerous and very long ; 
the wing is rounded, the first primary being longer than half the 
second ; the tail is considerably rounded. 
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(678) Ochromela nigroruia. 

The BeACK-AXD-ObAKOB FliTCATCHEB. 

Saxioola^iujrorufa Jerd., Madr. Join*. L. S., x, p. 266 (1839) (Nilgiris). 

Ochromela niyrorufa^ JUanf. & Oates, ii, p. 37. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole of the upper parts of the liead and the 
wings black, the lesser coverts and innermost secondaries edged 
with oriviige ; remainder of plumage rich orange, paler on the 
abdomen, richest on the upper breast. 

Colours of the soft parts. Iris dark Ijrown ; bill black ; legs 
fleshy-plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total lenglli about T25 mm.; wing 57 to 
65 mm. ; tail 50 to 55 mm. ; tarsus about 20 to 21 nun. ; culmen 
about 9*5 to lo nun. 

Female. Similar to the male, but the black of the head replaced 
by (lark olive-brown and the black of the wings with dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 59 nun. 



Fig. 37.—Bill of O. }iigrorttf(i. 

Distribution. The hill-ranges of South India from Cape 
Corfiioriu to tiie Wyiiaad at 2,500 feet upwards. Neither Col. 
McMaster’s record of its occurrence in the Berars or Mr. Milford's 
in regard t(» Ceylon have «*ver been conlirmed. It is very common 
in the Nilgiri, Talni and Travancore 

Nidiflcation. This .strikingly coloured little Klvcat(*her makes a 
nest not luiliki* that of Anth'qtt^ monileyer^ a liall of leaves and 
fern-fronds with no lining, except sometimes a little grass, which 
it places low down in some dense bush, cluster of reeds, fertis or 
cane. Sometimes it is built on a bank actually oji the ground and 
occasionally in a thick mass of twigs growing from a tree-stump. 
The site selected is always deep forest, generally in the valleys or 
ravines covered with evergreen forest through which a stream 
of some kind finds its way. The eggs, almost always two only ifi 
number, are rather like those of Aheona^\ Cyornis, etc., and not 
like the eggs of Anthipes monilfyer. J'he ground-colour is greyish 
or greenisli white, and the markings consist of freckles and tiny 
specks of reddi.sh, generally most numerous at the larger end, 
where they coalesce to form a cap. In shape the eggs are unusually 
long ovals. 20 eggs average 18*1 x 131 mm. and the extremes arc 
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19*2 X 13*2, 18-9 X 13*4 and 17*8 x 13*0 min. The breeding-season 
is during April and May. 

Habits. In Summer this Flycatcher is found from about 3,000 
feet to the tops of the Nilgiris and other hills, wherever there is 
sulficient tree-forest deep and shady enough to satisfy its require¬ 
ments. It feeds from a branch at no great height from the 
ground and is said to descend to it sometimes for the purpose of 
capturing insects. Its note or song does not appear to have been 
described. 


Genus CULICICAPA, 

Cidicicapa Swiuhoe, F. Z. S., 1871, p. 381. 

Type, C. ceylonensis. 

The genus CuUcicapa contains one species of Flycatcher with a 
very wide distribution, from Ceylon to West China and ilorneo 
etc. Probably resident throughout this area in the hills and 
wandering into the plains locally in India. 

In this genus the sexes are alike and the plumage is grey and 
yellow. The bill is very much depressed and when viewed from 
above is almost an equilateral triangle, the sides being but little 
longer than the base; the rictal bristles arc very numerous and 
long, the tirst primary is short and the tail is square. 


Key to Suhspec 'm, 


A. Above bright yellowish green, with well- 
marked brighter and more yellow upper 

tail-coverts . C. c, ceylo7iensie, p. 254. 

B. Above rather darker yellowish green, with 

no marked increase of yellow on the 

tail-coverts . C. c. orietitalisy p. 2o6. 

C. Above much darker, more green, less 

yellow; back and upper tail-coverts 

practically concolorous . C. c. ineridionalU^ p. 250. 


(679) CuUcicapa ceylonensis ceyloncnsis. 

The Grey-headed Flycatcher. 

Tlatyrhynchm ceylonemis Swains., Zool. III., i, p. 13 (1820-1) 
(Ceylon). 

CuUcicapa ceylonensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 38. 

Vernacular names. Zlrd-phntki (Beng.). 

Description. Whole bead, neck and brea.st ashy-grey, darker 
and centred with brown on the crown, paler in the centre of 
throat and breast; above bright yellowish green, the rump 
bright/»r and almost pure yellow; wing-coverts like the back; 
quills dark browu, all but the first two primaries narrowly, the 
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secondaries broadly edged with yellow; tail brown, the rectrices 
edged with greenish yellow; under plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. I ris hazel to dark brown ; bill above bla(?k, 
below horny-brown, paler still at gape and base; legs yellowish 
hrown or fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing58 to 07 mm.; tail41 to 52 mm.; tarsus 
about 13 to 14 mm.; culmen about 7*5 to 8 mm. 

Young. Not yet described. 

Distribution. Ceylon, the whole of India (except Sind, the 
Punjab and Kajputana), North Burma, Central Burma and 
Northern Siam. 

Nidiflcation. The Grey-headed Flycatcher breeds during the 
months of April, May and June between 3,000 and 8,000 feet over 
the vvliole of its range but generally, more especially in Sontbern, 
Western and North-Western India between 3,500 and 0,000 feet. 
In Assam it breeds freely at about 1,000 feet i»i the northern 
foot-hills and down to 2,500 feet in the southern hills and 
Manipur. It makes a charming little nest of bright green moss 



Fig. 58.—Bill of C. c^ylonensis. 

and lichen, 8iia})ed like half a cone or half a hemisphere, and placed 
against a moss-covered trunk of tree or rock, in among the living 
inos.s and liclien, from which it is practically impossible to 
discriminate it. The eggs number three or four and are tiny, 
broad, blunt, little ovals with a ground-colour varying from de^ 
white to a pale dull yellowish or, rarely, greenish white; the 
markings consist of grey and yellowish-grey blotches and spots, 
generally disposed in a dense ring round the larger ond and sparse 
elsewhere. One hundred eggs average 15‘lx 11*96 min.; and 
the maxima and minima are 17*6x121 and 15*1x12*6 mm.; 
13*9 X 11*8 and 14*8 x 11*4 mm. 

Habits. The Grey-headed Flycatcher is a resident bird in the 
hill-country, ascendinga little higher in the Summer and descending 
lower in the Winter, when it spreads to the adjacent plains. It is 
a forest-bird, though preferring open to deep forest and is a 
lively cheerful little bird flitting backvvardvS and forwards after 
insects, sometimes descending to the ground for this purpose and 
often hunting among the leaves and moss for spiders etxj., much 
after the manner of a Titmouse. It has a sweet little song and is 
less silent than the birds of the genera AUeonax^ Hemichelidon 
and Siphia, 
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( 680 ) Culicioapa ceylonensis orientalis. 

Tub Chibesr Gbey-heabed Flycatchek. 

Cuiicicapa ceyhnensis orientalis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xliv, 
p. 11 (192ii) (S«ecliuan). 

Cmuricajm ceylonensis (part.). Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 38. 

Vernactilar names. None recorded. 

Description. Decidedly darker above than in C, c, ceylonensis, 
with a darker grey head and less yellow on the niinp and upp(*r 
tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bin!. 

Measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird. 
Distribution. The hills ot* South and Ceutral AVosterii China, 
Yunnan, Shan States, Xortbern Siam and North Cochin China. 
Nidificution. Not recorded. 

Habits. According to La Touche, the habits of this race do not 
differ from those of the Indian bird. 

( 681 ) Culicicapa ceylonensis meridionalis. 

The Malayan Grey-headed Flycatcher. 

Caheicapa ceylonejisis meridii/nalis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. (.). C. xliv 
p, 12 (1823) (Keotung Song, Siam). ^ 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A much darker bird than either of the preceding 
races, the rump and upper tail-coverts practically concolorous with 
the darker green back; the throat and breast a decidedly darkt^r gre\. 
Colours of soft parts as in the preceding races. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 04 mm. 

Distribution. Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Malay PeniuMila, P»*nin- 
sular Burma and Siam; South Annam, and South Cochin China. 
Nidification and Habits. Nothing recordeil. 

Genus HILTAVA. 

Niltava Ilodgs., Ind. Uev„ i, p. 050 (1837). 

Type, Niltava sxmdara Jlodgs. 

The genus Niltava contains three species of Flycatcher remarkable 
for the brilliant plumage of the males. The sexes differ in colour, 
but both may ^ recognized by the presence of a brilliant him* 
spot on either side of the neck. Cyornis oatesi and C. sumatrensi^ 
though rather similarly coloured as regards the males, have females 
without any blue neck-spot. 

In Niltava t\\*i bill i.s rather narrow and somewhat compressed 
laterally and the base is covered by numerous dense plumnlets, 
almost concealing the nostrils ; the rictal bristles are nunlerate in 
length ind numbw; the first primary is large, being at least half 
tlie length of the second; the tail is slightly rounded. 
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Key to Species. 


A. Wing alwaya over 95 mm. N, yrandia^ p. 267. 

B. Wing always under 95 mm. 

a. Under wing-coverts and axillaries chest¬ 

nut or buff; wing over 75 mm. N. mndara^ p. 259. 

b. Under wing-coverts and axillaries white 

or ashy-white ; wing under 70 mm. . . N, macgritjori<By p. 260. 


Niltava grandis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

\. Heads of females indistinctly Nvashed with 

bluish grey ... K. g. grandis^ p. 257. 

H. Heads of females distinctly wtished with blue A. g. decipien^j p. 258. 


((3S2) Niltava grandis grandis. 

The Lauoe Niltava. 

ChaitarU grandis Hlyth, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 189 (1842) (Darjiling). 
Niltava grandis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 4 (l 

Vernacular names. Mar gong (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Crown ; rump, upper tail-coverts, 
lesser and median wing-coverts and a patch on either side of the 



Fig. 59.—Bill of N. grandis. 

neck brilliant cobalt-blm‘; back and scapulars dark purplish blue; 
tail black, the central feathers and edges of the lateral feathers 
purple-blue, brighter than the back; greater coverts and wing- 
quills black, edged with the same blue as the back ; lores, forehead 
and sides of the head, chin, throat and upper breast black changing 
to blue-])lack on lower breast and flanks and to bluish-ashy on the 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts, the latter edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown; bill black; legs 
and feet deep horny-brown to black. 

Measurements. Total length about 205 to 215 mm.; wing 99 
to 106 min.; tail 65 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 23 to 24 mm. ; 
culmen about 15 rnm. 

Young male moults from the nestling-plumage into that of the 
adult but is at first duller and less blue. 
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Female. Lores, forehead and round the eye, ear-coverts and 
cheeks fulvous with pale shafts; on the crown this grades into 
olive-brown and on the posterior crown and nape into bluish ashy- 
brown ; back, rump and upper tail-coverts fulvous-brown ; tail 
and wing-qiiills brown, the central tail-feathers and edges of 
lateral ones and of the wiug-quills deep rufous; a patch of bright 
blue on either side of the neck ; middle of chin, throat and upper 
breast clear pale buff; renminder of lower plumage rich olive- 
brown, the sides of the chin mottled with darker and pale-shafted ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts huff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny-brown ; legs 
and feet fleshy-pink to light brown. 

Measurements. Wing 97 to lOfl mm. 

Nestling. Above dark brown with fulvous spots, Ix^coming 
almost chestnut on the back, and with black edges to the feathers ; 
below chestnut-brown, richest on the breast and sqimmated with 
black. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, Chin 
Hills. 

Nidification. The Large Niltava breeds during the last week in 
April, in May, June and early July between 3,000 and 7,000 feet, 
making a cup-shaped nest of moss lined with very fine n)ots. 
Inwardly the cup measures about to 4 inches in diami‘ter l)y 
about half tl\at in depth, outwardly it generally fits the hollow in 
which it is placed, often being very bulky. It may be placed in 
almost any kind of hollow in bank, rock or old tree. The eggs 
are in ground-colour a cream or yellow clay, hut they are so densely 
covered with fine freckles of pinkish brown that they look 
unicoloured huffy or pinky brown; more obviously spott<*d eggs 
are not, however, rare and some eggs are very ])ale. Four are 
nearly always laid. One hundred eggs average i?4*3 X 17*3 imn., 
and the extremes are : maxima 26*1 x 18*0 and 23*0 x 19 0 mm. ; 
minima 20'4x 17'0 and 21*0 x 16 0 mm. 

Habits. Th is beautiful Flycatcher is very common between 
3,000 and 5,000 feet in the hills of South Assam, less so in the 
Northern Himalayas. It is resident wherever found but wanders 
into the foot-hills in Winter. It is not shy but keeps much to 
undergrowth and the lower trees in thick forest and feeds quite a 
lot on the ground. It is said to eat berries as well a.s insects but 
the nun)l)ers I have examined had fed entirely on insects, except 
for some tiny berries evidently eaten with the insects infesting 
them. 

(683) Niltava grandis decipiens* 

The Malay Large Niltava, 

Niltava grandU decipienB Ilartert, Nov. Zool., ix, p. 551 (1902) 
(Sumatra). 

Vemacolar names. None recorded. 
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Description.—Adult m%le. Almost imlistinguishable from N.<j. 
grandis but is smaller with the blue of the head and rump rather 
brighter. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 94 to 103 mm., generally under 98 mm. 

Female similar to that of N. //. grandis^ but with the crown and 
nape stroiigly washed with blue, though never bright blue as in 
N. g> decorata of Robinson and Kloss (Annain). 

Young and Nestling. Similar to those of the Indian Large 
Niltava. 

Distribution. Sumatra and Malay Peninsula. 

With some hesitation t place two females from Muleyit 
with this race. In colour, as llartert ])oint8 out, they agree with 
the Sumatran birds but they liave wings of 99 and 101 mm. 
respectively, rather large for this race, though one male from 
Sumatra has a wing of no less than 103 mm. 

Habits and Nididcation. Nothing recorded. 

(084) Niltava sundara sundara. 

The Indian Rufous-bellied Niltava. 

yUtava sundara Hodgs,, Ind. Rev., i, p. 650 (1837) (Nepal); Rlanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 41. 

Vernacular names. (Nep,); J/ur^o?iy (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Crown, nape, rump, upper tail- 
coverts and lesser and median wing-co\erts bright cobalt-blue: 
a patch on the side of tlie neck a paler, even brighter blue ; tail 
black, the central feathers and edges of lateral tail-feathers like 
the rump ; hack, scapulars and edges of greater wing-coverts and 
<jiiills deep purplish blue ; forehead, lores, sides of head, chin and 
throat black with deep blue refleetioiis ; rcMoainder of lower 
plumage and under wing-coverts bright orange-chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black ; legs dark liorny- 
hrown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm. ; wing 
80 to 86 mm.; tail 65 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; eulmeii 
about 10 to 11 mm. (the feathers of the forehead are very thick 
and well cover the base of the eulmen). 

Female. Forehead, lores and a ring round the eye fulvous : 
whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, greyish on the crown, 
more fulvous on the rump and chestnut on the longest 
tail-feathers; tail chestnut; wing-feathers brown edged with 
chestnut-rufous ; a brilliant patch of Idue on either side of the neck ; 
a large round patch of white or fulvous-white below the throat; 
point of chin and sides of chin fulvous; centre of chin and 
remainder of lower plumage rich olive-brown, paler and tinged 
with buff on the abdomen and under tail-coverts. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill a bornr-Wack. 
Heasoreiuents. Wing 76 to 81 mm. 

Nestling. Brown above with fulvous-nifoiKs spots j below 
ochraceous-brown, sc^uamated with blackish brown. , 

mitava mndara davuU from Fohkien is a larger bird, wing 88 
to 93iiim.; J\\ s. denotata from S.K. Vuniian is easily separable 
from the other races by its pale under plumage. 

Distribution. Ifiinalayas from Simla to the extreme East of 
Assam, South to jMauipur, Lushai, Chiu ami Kachiu Hills, hills 
of Central Burma to Tenasserim ; IVninsular Siam, ^sortluTu 
Siam, probably Shan States and Szechuan in W esferri China. 

Nidification. Quite similar in all respects to that of ^. f/rundis 
grandis, though the nest is smaller atid is generally placed in 
clefts in rocks or in between boulders. It breeds tiom the end of 
April to early duly and I have takmt nests, probably sju oiul broods, 
in August. The eggs only differ from those of A. (jrandls in 
being smaller and in being more often delinitely speckled or 
blotched. One hundred eggs average 2l*lxlo‘S mm.: maxima 
22*1 X 16*(> atid 21*9x161 mm.; minima 19*7x17)1 and 
20*0 X 1*46 mm. 

Habits. Very common in the Khasia Hills, much less so in 
the other ranges South and North of the Brahmaputra. It is 
found principally between 3,500 and 6,000 feet, wandering 
higher in Summer and right into the foot-liills in Winter. Like 
the preceding bird, it keeps much to low jungle and shuns 
observation, though it is not really shy. It is a beautiful singer, 
as are all the Niltavas. 


(685) Niltava macgrigoriae. 

Thk Small Niltata. 

Phamicura macgrigorM Burton, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 152 (Ilimnlavft.s). 

Niltava macgrigurife. lilanf. ik Oates, ii, p. 42. 

Vernacular names. Phat tagral -idw (Lepcba). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, lores and around the eya 
black ; posterior forehead, sides of crown, rump and upper tail- 
coverts and a patch on either side of the neck brilliant cobalt blue ; 
remainder of upper plumage and exposed parts of wing.s and tail 
deep but bright, purple-blue; tpiills and greater wing-coverts 
browm narrowly edged with purple-blue; chin, throat, sides of 
neck and upper breast deep purple blue, shading to ashy-grey on 
the lower breast aud to pale ashy on the abdomen. Hanks and 
under tail-coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill 
black ; legs and feet horny-brown to reddish black {Jerdon), 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 125 to 130mrn.; wing 63 to 
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67 mnu ; tail 54 to 58 inni.; tarsius about 15 mm.; culmen about 
8*5 to U mm. 

Female. Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, tinged with 
rufous on the back and more strongly so on rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; wings and tail brown, edged with rufous and the central 
rectrices wholly of this colour; a spot of brilliant blue on either 
side of the neck ; lower plumage ochraceous ashy, paling on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; chin paler and more rufous ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pure white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill more horny-black. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 65 mm. 

Nestling. Above dark brown, each feather with a broad central 
streak of rufous ; below dull rufous-brown, the feathers of the 
breast edged dark brown. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Mussoorieto Bastern Assam, Manipur, 
Chin and Kachiii Hills, hills of Central Burma to Teiiasserim ; 
Shan States, Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Tlie Small Xiltava breeds between 4,00i) and 7,000 
feet, rarely down to d,000 feet, in April, May and June. The 
nest is a small replica of those of A', (jrandis and sundara^ and 
is generally jdaced in hollows between rocks and boulders so 
common in all the broken forest-land in the hills. Occasionally 
it is placed in a bank or in n hole in tree or stump and the site 
selected is frequently liear a tiny stream. The eggs are nearly 
always four in number, as with all Niltavas, but they are not so 
iiuicoloured or so pink or red in general tone as those of the 
others. Most eg^s are well bIotche<l over the whole surface 
with dull reddish, l)ut in many specimens the markings form a 
ring or cap at the largm- end and in others the ground-colour 
is very pale and sliows ii[) well everywhere. One hundred eggs 
average 18*1 x Id 6 mm.: maxima 19Txl4’] and 18*0 x 14*2; 
minima 16*0 x Id’l ainl 19*0x12*9 mu). 

Habits. This is a much more sprightly, active little bird tlian 
either of the other species of AV/^o e, feeding almost entirely on 
the wing, not venturing on to the ground and frequenting open 
places such as rivers and forest-glades. Its sweet little jerky 
song is often uttered, especially in the mbrnings and evenings 
and it is very crepuscular in its habits. Jt wanders some distance 
into the j)laius in Winter. 

Ceniis PHILENTOMA. 

Phileuioma Kyton, Aim. N. H., xvi, p. 2*29 (1845). 

Type, P, pifrrhoptevnm Tern in. 

The genua Phileuioma is represented within our limits by two 
species, birds of very peculiar coloration, chiefly indigo-blue with 
certain amount of maroon or chestnut. 

In this genus the sexes are dissimilar, the bill is very large and 
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coarse with the base concealed bv dense frontal plumelets; the 
winj; is roiiuded and the first primary is much longer than half 
the second ; the tail is square. 


Ktif to Spent'S. 

A. Wing’S and tail blue. 1\ reiatumt 

K Wings and tail chestnut. pjp'rhopUnm, p. 


(686) Philentoma velatum. 

The Maroox-bue.vste!) FrYCATCiiFii. 

Dnjmophila velata Temnt., IM. Col., No. (1823) (Timor, Java). 
Philnxfoma velatum. Jilanl*. & Oate.s, ii, p. 4‘). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, a short suporcilium, 
loivs, cheeks and chin black ; throat and breast deep maroon ; 
remainder of plumage including expos»‘(l [lortion of wings nml 



tail indigo-blue; concealed [>art ol wing (juills and inner webs of 
rectriees dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts, iris lake to erimst>n; bill black; legs 
and feet bluish or purplish black {IIvote and JJavimn). 

Measurements. Total lenglii about 175 mm.; wing 05 to 
160 inm. ; tail 71 to 84inm.; tarsus about ISinni,; culmen 14 
to 16 mm. 

Female. All indigo-blue, tin* .sides of the bead, chin, throat 
and upper breast blackisli and the wliito bases and feathers of the 
vent and abdomen showing thrcjiigh. 

Colours of soft parts as in male hut hill horny brown and feet 
usualiy paler than in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 97 mm. 

Young bird. The only young bird in the British Museum 
collection is in a transition-stage from an almost entirely chestnut 
to a blue adult plumage. There are indications of barring on 
the upper plumage and the wing-feathers appear to have been 
brown boldly tipped or barred with chestnut. 
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Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, from Tenasserim 
South to Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 

Nidiilcation. Unknown. 

Habits. This Flycatcher is quite typiciil in all its ways, only 
catching; its prey on the wing and never descending to the ground. 
It keeps entirely to the interior of evergreen forest and is 
generally found in pairs. According to Davison, they are neither 
shy nor wnrv and lla^e a very liarsli call similar to that of the 
genus Hupothymis. 


(6S7) Philentoma pyrrhopterum. 

'fllE C’HESiMTT-WINGED FlTCATCUER. 

Muscicapa pyrrhoptvra Teium. PI. Col., No. 590 (18*23) (Borneo). 

Vhilrrktorna pyrrhopterum. Hlanf. <Js: Oates, ii, p. 43. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, neck, upper back and 
lesser wing-coverts indigo-hlue, shading into rufous-grey on the 
lower back and rump; upper tail-coverts, outer parts of scapulars, 
greater coverts and \i8ible portions of secondaries chestnut; 
primary coverts blackish edged with blue; primaries dark brown, 
all hut the two outermost edged with chestnut-brown; lower 
plmnuge from breast pah‘ biilT, almost white ou the abdomen 
and suffused w'itii grey on the lower breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson : bill black ; legs and feet 
purplish blue. 

Measurements, 'fotal length about 175 mm.; wing to 
86 mm.; tail iiS to 78 mm,; tarsus 15 mm.; eulrnen 14*5 
to 15*5 mm. 

Female, 'fhe blue of the upper parts rejdaci^d by earthy-brown, 
shaded with bluish on the crown ; below the blue is replaced by 
rufous-huff, darkest on the breast and albescent on the abdomen 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull reil; upper mandible pale horny- 
brown, lower mandible flesh-colour; legs and feet plumbeous- 
olive. 

Nestling and Young unknown. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, throughout the 
Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. Also Cochin China. 

Birds from Siam and Burma are, on the whole, paler below than 
are those from Borneo and Sumatra but there is no other 
difference in colour or measurenients and they hanlly constitute 
a sepamble race. 

Nidiflication unknown. 

Habits. Similar to thovso of the preceding bird. They are 
resilient birds w herever found and are restricted to the plains or 
the foot-hills of the higher ranges. 



264 


MUSCICAPIDJE. 


Genus TERPSIPHONE. 

Terpsiphone Gloger, in Froriep’s Notiz., xvi, p. 278 (1827). 

Typo, T, paradisic 

In the genus TerpsipJione the young are less definitely barred 
or spotted than those of most Flycatchers, otherwise the typical 
characteristics are developed to a greater extent than in any 
other genus. 

The bill is very large, depressed and swollen at the base, whilst 
the rictal bristles are long, coarse and numerous. The tarsus is 
short but fairly stout, the head is crested and the tail long and 
graduated, with the central pair of rectrices greatly lengthened. 
The sexes are alike at first but are very dissimilar in fully adult 
plumage. 

There is only one species which occurs over the whole of Ceylon, 
India, Burma, Malaya and the Indo-Chinese countries, varying 
considerably in the females and young males, though but slightly 
in the adult males, in different parts of its habitat. 


Terpsiphone paradisi. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Plumage all black and white. 

a. Crest long and pointed, reaching to 
upper part of back. Black edges to 
feathers and black shaft-lines all very 
faint or obsolete. 

Crest short and rounded. Black lines more 
developed. 

B. Plumage nearly all black and chestnut. 

r. Crest long and pointed. 

c\ Chestnut parts rich and dark. 

d\ Chestnut parts paler. 

d. Crest short and rounded. 

e'. Chestnut parts rich and dark . 

f. Chestnut upper parts more ashy-brown. 


T. p. paradmj p. 204. 

T. p. leucoyaster, p. 268. 
cf, adult plumage. 

T. p. p. 207. 

T. p. 7iicobaricay p. 209. 
cf, adult plumage. 


T. p, paradisty p. 265. 
(^9 in chestnut stage. 
T. p. ieucopast^ry p. 208. 
(S2 in che.stnut stage. 

T. p. afini^y p. 267. 
cf 9 in chestnut stage, 
T. p. nicobaricay p. 269. 
9 chestnut stage. 


(688) Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi. 

Tub Indian Paradise Fltcatchbu. 

Muscieapa paradisi Linn., B. N., 12th ed. p. .'124 (1706) (India). 
Terpsiphone paradisi. Blanf. & Oate.^, ii, p. 45. 

Vernacular names. SJiah Bulbul^ Hosseini Bulhdy Sultana 
Bulhuly Tahlahy Doodhraj (Hind.) ; Tonka pigli pitta (Tel.) ; Wal 
BundaAati fTam.). 
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Description.—Adnlt male. ^Vhole head and neck inetallic-blue 
black ; remainder ot pluma£i;e pure white; the feathers of the 
back and scapulars have very line black shafts; the wing-quills 
are black, the j)rimaries and outer secondaries edged on the outer 
webs with white, the inner secondaries nearly all white with 
broad black mesial lines and narrow black edges; the shafts of 
the tail-feathers are black and there are also black edges 
to the lateral leathers ; the long central tail feathers have 
generally only the basal lialf of the shaft black, but the extent of 
the black varies greatly. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris briglit hazel to dark brow n ; bill pale 
blue, the lip almost black ; legs and feet dull leaden-blue to 
bright mauve-blue. 

Measurements. AVing 89 to 99 mm.; tail, outer feathers 
loo to Ho mm.; tlie long central feathers anything from 350 to 
500 mm.; tarsus about 16 min.; ciilmeu about 16 to 17 mm. 



Ki;:. ‘11.—Bill of 71 jxiradisi. 


Male in third year. Head as in aduli, the breast grey shading 
into white on the abdomen ; upper plnnu'ige, wings and tail rich 
chestnut, the shafts, including those uf the long tail-feathers, also 
chestnut. Males breed freely both in this plumage and in the 
next. 

Male in second year. Forehead, crown with ratlier short crest 
and nape glossy blue-black; hind neck, chin, throat and upper 
breast dark ashy clianging to white on the abdomen. The long 
tail-feathers are not fully a>sumed until the second autumn 
moult, though they are generally prolonged some 20 to 60 mm. 
beyond the lateral ones. 

The changes noted above are approximate only. 8ome 
individuals moult into full adult mule plumage at the second 
autumn moult, but this is very exceptional. Most males, even 
after the third moult, retain signs of immaturity such as a red 
feather or two or a suffusion of chestnut on some of the wing- or 
tail-feathers. The wholly whit/e plumage is assumed most 
irregularly but the black head sharply defined from the white 
breast is always fully attained at the third moult. 

Female. Similar to the male in its first and second year. The 
female often acquires lengthened central tail-feathers, though 
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these seldom exceed 250 mm.; the breast, chin and throat are 
always ^rey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but much duller. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 90 mm.; central tail-feathers 
normally about 10 to 30 mm. longer than the next pair. 

Nestling. Above chestnut, Ibe head darker and brownish ; vving- 
featliers brown edged chestnut; chin, throat and breast brownish 
tinged with chestnut fading to white on belly and posterior 
flanks. The breast sliows obsolete pale centres and dark fringes 
to the feathei's, as would be expected in a young Flycatcher, but 
there is no spotting to the upper plumage, though there are often 
obsolete dark tips to trie featliers, especially on the wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the whole of India including the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas but not the higher bills. The birds 
from Mahabaloshwar are very pale and must, for the present, be 
referred to leucogaster. East this form extends to the Eay of 
Bengal but is replaced in Assam, South of the Brabmaput ra, by 
the Burmese form. I include Ceylon and SouMi 'I'ravancore in the 
typical race, though specimens from these localities are all very 
richly coloured in the chestnut stages. 

The type-locality as given by Linnseus ex Brisson is Cape of 
Cood Hope; this is corrected by Stephens in Shaw’s ‘Zoology,’ 
pt. ii, vol. xiii, p. Ill (1826), to India. This may now be restricted 
to Madras. 

Nidiflication. The Paradise Flycatcher breeds in Ceylon and 
Travaricore in February and March, in South India iii March and 
April, and in Northern India in Mav and June, ’fhe nest is a 
very neat cup of soft grass, scraps of leaf and moss, all very lirmly 
and compactly wound together and bound with s[)ider8’ webs 
and often decorated outside with spiders’ “egg-bags,” scraps of 
moss and lichen, etc. The lining consists merely of the tinest- 
grasses, sometimes mixed with hair. In shape the nest varies 
from a shallow to a very deep cu|> and it is placed in a vertical 
or upright fork in a small branch of almost any kind of tree, 
generally within six to ten feet from the ground. When, 
however, it is placed in Mango-trees, which form very favourite 
8ite.s in Bengal, the nest may be tliirty or even forty feet from 
the ground. It is not very well concealed and the cock-bird, 
which shares in the duties of incubation, is a very conspicuous 
object when sitting. The eggs number three to live, most often 
four. In ground-colour they vary from tlie palest cream to a 
fairly nch salmon-pink and they are rather sparsely speckled and 
blotched with bright reddish brown, the markings sometinu‘H 
forming a ring or cap at the.larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 20*2x15*1 mm.: and the extremes 
are; maxima 22*2xl5'6 and 21*9 x 16*0 mm.; minima 19*0 X 
15*0 and 20*7 x 14*2 mm. 

Habits. There is no more beautiful avian sight in India than a 
graceful, long-tailed, white, male Paradise Flycatcher, as it flits 
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backwards iind forwards in the deep green sliade of tlie Mango- 
orchards it 80 often hunnts. They are tame confiding birds, 
frequenting gardens, open country and the vicinity of villages but 
they are also found in forest-lai’d, especially deciduous light forests 
such as ISal etc. They feed eiitir(dy on the wing, never descending 
to the ground and never searching the foliage for insects as some 
Flycatchers do. Their ordinary flight is rather slow, the long tail 
undulating behind as the bird flies but they are capable of very 
quick movement when liawking for insects. I'lieir notes are 
normally very harsh and shrill but they sometimes copy the softer 
notes of other birds not unsuccessfully. It is a common bird 
in plains and low hills alike l)ut above .‘^000 feet its place seems 
to be always taken by the Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher. The 
Paradise Flycatcher is a resident bird wherever found, but moves 
about locally in parts of its habitat, probably on account of food- 
conditions. 


(h^D) Terpsiphone paradisi affinis. 

Tuk Buumesk Paradise Flycatcher. 

Tvhih'iHi affinis WiiYy Blyth, .I.A..S. !»., xv, p. 292 (1840) (Malay 
IVninsiiIa and Teiuisserim). 

Terpsiphone affinis. Blaiif. Sc Oates, ii. p, 47. 

Vernacular names. IJao rajah-fjophn (( achari). 

Description. In the fully adult plumage the Burmese Paradise 
Flycatcher differs from the Indian bird only in having a sliorU^r 
more round(Kl crest and in having the black shaft-lines and edges 
to the wing- and tail-featbers more developed. 

The young male in the third year appears to moult direct from 
the grey throated stage into tlie complete black and white plumage, 
but more material may po-sibly disj)rove this theory. Certainly, 
birds in Suutii Assam, which are much nearer than 

go through the same stages as the latti^r. 

Females and young males have considerably more grey on the 
lower parts, the under tail-cuverts are nearly always, and the 
abdomen gtmerally, suffused with cliestnut. 

The cliestnut of the upper parts is also, on the whole, duller. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in T. p. jxtradisi. 

Nestling imlier more definitely barred al)ov(‘ than in 7\ p. 
paradisu 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmapulra, the whole of 
Burma, West Siam, Annam, Cochin China, Yunnan. 

Nidification. Differs in no way from that of tlie Indian 
Paradise Flycatcher, but—in Assam, at all events—thin bamboo- 
jungle forms a very favourite nesting-site, in Burma three eggs 
appear to be laid more often than four, and Mr. J. M. D. 
Macken/ae has taken two hard-set. The eggs do not differ either 
in si/.e or appearance from those of its Indian cousin. 
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One hundred eggs average 20*0 x 14*0 mm.: maxima 21‘4 X 15*0 
and 21*2 x 16*9 mm.; minima 18*6 X 14*4 and 20*2 x 14*3 mm. 

The female of this form seems to acquire lengthened tail-leathers 
more frequently than the Indian birds and 1 have seen a pair 
with both birds in exactly the same plumage with equally long 
tails. The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. It is found both 
throughout the plains and in tl»e lower hills up to 3,000 feet, and 
occasionally higher. In the Chindwin and tl»e Bhamo Hills it is 
found up to at least 0,000 feet but the few specimens [ have 
been able to examine from these hills are very pale and more 
material may prove that in Burma there is a pale form of ajflnts 
inhabiting the higher elevations, just as in India leucoya^tev takes 
the place of true paradisi. 

4lie Burmese Flycatcher is perhaps more partial to thin 
secondary growth and bamboo-jungle than the Indian bird is but 
otliervvise there is nothing to remark about it. It is very easily 
tamed and makes a charming pet. 


(O'JO) Terpsiphone paradisi leucogaster. 

Tub Himalayan Paradisb Flycatchkk. 

Mmcipeta lencogaMer Swains., Nat. Lib., xiii, j). 205 (June 18.‘1S) 
(from Lady Ualhousie'.s Coll.). 

Vernacular names. Shah Bidlml (Hind.). 

Description. Birds of both sexes in tlm che.stnut plumage are 
pale and can be distinguished from all other races of 7\ paradisi 
by this character. 

Young males which have assumed the wholly black head whilst 
still in cliestnut plumage have the breast pi^re white, strongly 
contrasting with the black and with no intermediate area of ashy- 
grey as in typical paradisi. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baiuchistan, Kaslnnir and tlie 
Himalayas, East to Assam, ^forth of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other races in every respect. 
Fifty eggs average 20*1x14*0 mm.: maxima 21*0X14-4 and 
20*4 X 16*2 mm.; minima 19*3x14*9 and 19*7x14*0 mm. The 
usual breeding-season is May and June, though a few birds breed 
in April. 

Habits. The present race of Paradise Flycatcher is found 
between 3,000 and 0,000 feet and less often up to 8,000 ft. It is 
probably locally migratory, to the extent that it moves from the 
higher to the lower hills in winter. 
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( 601 ) Terpsipbone paradisi nicobarica. 

TiiFi Nicouau Paradise Flycatcitek. 

Terpsiphme nicobarica Outers, I'auiia P. Pirds, ii, p. 48 (1890) 
(Xicobarn). 

Vernacular names. Notu^ recorded. 

Description. This torm di{T(*rs, holli male and female, when in 
the chestnut stage, in having the cliestnnt much didh^r and 
browner, and in having tlie nnderparts from below the breast 
strongly suffus(‘d with chestnut throughout. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in tiie other ra -es. 

Distribution. Andamans and Nicobars. 

NidiUcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(Jenus HYPOTHYMIS. 

Ilppot/if/niis Jioi(‘, ]>. n7*>. 

Type, Ji. occqniaUs, 

In Hifpothjimls the bill is like that of 'IWjy-siphone but smaller 
and is covered at the base with dimse plumules; the rictal bristles 
are numerous and long ; tiie tail slightly rounded but without 
lengthened central reel rices. Tlu* sexes are dissimilar. 

Tlie genus Jfppoihijinis is represented by one species in India 
which extends over tlie whole of Ceylon, India, Burma, the Indo- 
Chinese countries to Hainan, the Philippines, Borneo, Sumatra and 
Java. 

Poth Stresemann and Oherholsiu* have recently reviewed this 
species and have createil numerous subspecies, specimens of some 
of which, including nicobifrica {=cnlocar(r) and idiochroa^ are 
iinforluniitely not in the Pritish Museum. 


Hypothymis azurea. 

Mascicajxi azurea Podd,, Tahl. PI. I’.nk, p. 41 (17Sd) (I’liilippiiies). 
Key to iSuhftpedes. 


A. Lower parts from breast almost pure 

Avhire ; under wing-covorts white. 

a. Nuchal patch and collar across neck 

conspicuous. 

a'. Paler. Jl. a. syhesi, p. 270. 

b’. Darker and richer in colour . H. a. sfi/aniy p. 271. 

b. Neck-patch and collar inconspicuous .... IL a, ccy/oneiufis. j). '272. 

B. Whole of lower parts from brca.st blue .. //. a. tytleri^ p. 2< 

C. I.ower j)arts from breast pale blue; under 

wing-coverts blue. 

c. Smaller, wing Oo to (>9 mm. H. a. nicobarica^ p. 27J. 

(1. Larger, wing t)9’/} to 75 mm. Jf. a. uhochroay p. 274. 







270 MCscioApiiiJt. 

B. Lower purts from breeat precticallj white, 
merely washed with blue; under wing- 

covert bluish white... 11, a. fon^e^tia^ p. 274, 

(692) Hypothymis azorea sykesi. 

Tiik Maubas Black-naped Flycatcher. 

IIyfHith\pni$ aturea sykesi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xl, p. 0 (1020) 
(Deccan). 

Hyjiothyuiis aziirea, Blanf. & Oate.«, ii, p. 49. 

Yernacular names. Kal<t Kut-latui (heug,). 

Description.—Adult male. A line across the forehead, point of 
chin, a large patch on the nape and a crescentic bar across the lore- 
neck black ; croun and sides of black patch on the naj)e brilliant 
azure-blue; upper plumage and edges of wing- and tail-feathers a 
rather duller, darker blue ; throat and breast the same blue but a 
little brighter, gradually becoming pine \\hit * on abdcjinen, \ent 
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and under tail-coverts ; flanks sufFiised with grey-blue ; edge of 
wing underneatb blue; axillaries and remaining under wing- 
coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark hrou n; eyelids 
plumbeous-blue, more brilliant blue in the bietaling-season ; bill 
blue, the edges and tip black ; the bill also is a brighter blue in tlie 
breeding-season ; legs and feet pale plumbt'ous to dark slaty-blue. 

Measurements. Total length about IGt) to I 70 mm.; wing 07 to 
73 mrn.; tail 70 to 82 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culinen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Foreliead and point of chin black; crown of h« ad 
azure-blue, changing to brown on back and upper plumage ; tail- 
feathers washed with blue on their outer webs, and wing-coverts 
and quills edged with the same; chin, throat and upper breast 
ashy-blue fading to white on the abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts the same as those of the male in winter. 

Measurements. Same as those of the male. 

Distribution. India, South of hit. 22^ on the West and lat. 18^ 
on the East. Birds from Khatidesh and the Berars on the West 
of India should be placed with this race, but n)aterial from 
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Bfltfitem Itidift U very scanty a«d it is difficult to define the 
limits. 

Hidiflc&tion. This Plycntcher breeds in Bouthern India princi¬ 
pally in July and August but also a good deal earlier than this, as 
Mr. J. Davidson found nests with big young on the 12th July 
and others from which they had already flown. Mr. Howard 
Camplwll also took eggs as early as April in Gooty. The nests 
are tiny deep cups, beautifully made ol strips of fine grass, thin 
bark and odds and cuds of moss etc. all welded together with many 
spider-webs. The walls are very thin, not more than 5 mm. thick. 
Th»? nests are placed eitlmr in a vertical or horiswutal fork or on 
a small horizontal branch without any side-supports. The site 
chosen may 1 h^ deep jungle or forest, open country or even a tree 
in cullivaled land or in a garden and it mav be at any height from 
the ground h> t wetui four and forty f«‘et. The eggs are of the same 
type ns those of Terjtsiphone but vary from this to one more 
ap])roaching the egg^ of Sf^iKirola. The ground vanes from pale 
cream or yellowish pink to a warm salmon aud the markings 
consist of specks and >mall blotches of red-brown or liver-brown, 
generallv spar^-c ly scattered over lln^ larger end, sometimes 
forming a definite ring. 'J'wenty eggs average 17*oX 13*5 inin. 

Habits. 'Phis Bla(‘k-naped Flycatcher is found both in the 
plains aud in tin' lulls up to about 3.000 feet wandering some 
2,(K)(» feet liigher tiian this on rare occasions in Summer. It is an 
aetive little bird on the wing, but does not descend to the ground, 
nor does it move about in tiic branches after insects. It is 
resident wiiereviu' found. 


(<‘)b3) Hypothymis azurea styani, 

'fUE XOK'I'HKUN ImuVN NVPl.l) FlACVTCUEll. 

Siphia sfi/ani Haiti., \bh. Nat. Ver. Hrenien, \\i, 2, p. l> 48 (ISn.'') 
(llnrkow, Hainan). 

flijjwthf/inis uzurm. Blanf. k. Oates, li, p. 4P. 

Vernacular names. Kala Kat-kat'm (Beng.). 

Description. Adult male. OifYors from 11. a. sijkcsi in having 
the crown a still brighttw blue and the blue of the upper parts 
deeper and ru-luT. The blue of tlie breast below the black bar is 
also rather riche*’ and often further produced on to the lower 
breast aud flanks. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in 11. a. 

Wing OS to 73 mm. 

Distribution. All India north of the preceding bird; Assam, all 
Burma, Biam, Cochin China, Yunnan and Blian States, Annain, 
Hainan. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Southern Black-naped 
Flycatcher but it is exceptionally fond of bamboos in w bich it builds 
its nest. It lays three or four eggs, which cannot be distinguished 
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from any of those of the other r«noe.s of Hiipothifmh, 

average 17*lxK3’l nun.: maxima 18*0x14*1 mm.; minima 18*9 

X 12*1 nun. 

l^he breed irig-sf*asofi is Aprils 3Jay aiul Jiifjo. 

Habits. This is an extremely eonmion i’lyeatoher ihroilghout 
the lower hilis of Assam and Burma as well as in the plains in 
their vicinity. It may he found in almost any kind of w ell-wooded 
country aiul I have seen it, though not commonly, in the interior 
of the densest everirreen forest and in quite open cultixated 
districts. Undoubtedly, however, its favourite resorts are thin 
scrub and the secondary grow th w Inch springs up in deserted 
cultivation or bum boo-jungle. If these have running water near 
by, vso much the better. 

The voice of this Flycatcher is very harsh, hut it is on tiie w hole 
a silent bird and seldom indulges in its call. T}u*y are found 
almost invariably in pairs and never in tioeks, tlmugb, wiiere they 
are particularly common, two j)airs may he seen hawking insects 
from the same tree. 


(t*>94) Hypothymis azurea ceylonensis. 

The Ceylon Black-naped FLYcvaciiKR. 

JlyfKithymis ceylonemis Sharpe, Cat. JL M., iv, p. 277 (1870) 
(Ceylon). • 

Hypothymin azurea. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 49. 

Vernacalar names. Marawa (Cinghalese). 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from all the otlier races of 
Jlyipothymis in liavintr the band across the neck and the spot on 
the nape eitlier obsolete or much smaller. 

Females. Except when they vary in size tlie females of the 
various race.s are not tlisiinguishahle from one another. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
races. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of the other races. According to 
Legge, it breeds during April and July from the plains up to about 
4,000 feet. It appears, like so man}' other southern birds, to lay 
but tw^o eggs in Ceylon instead of three or four as its more 
northern relations do. They are quite inseparable from any other 
UypothymiH eggs and measure about J6’7 X 13*7. 

Habits. Found over all but the driest portions of Ceylon in 
well-w^ooded or forest country, keeping much to the lower cover 
during the breeding-season but resorting in flocks to the higher 
trees in the non-breeding season. It feeds entirely on the w ing 
but not as a rule from a single sallying-point, constantly moving 
from one tree or branch to another. 
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(695) Hypothymis aznrea tjrtleri. 

The Andaman Black-naped Flycatcher. 

Myiagra iytlvri Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 324 (Andamans), 

Hypothymis tytleri. Blanf. &; Oates, ii, p. 50. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. 8iinilar to II, a, styaai but with 
tlie whole of the underparts blue, only slightly paler on the centre 
of the abdomen. The upper parts average brighter and lighter 
than in that race but there is much overlapping in this respect. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 76 mm. 

Female differs from the preceding races in having the lower 
parts from breast to under taihcoverts dull grey-blue. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidiflcation. Nests taken by Messrs. Osmaston, Wickham and 
others in the Andamans are described as being exactly similar in 
all respects to those of //. a.stgani except that they are invariably 
decorated witli spiders’ egg-cases. The breeding-season is April, 
May and early Jum^ The eggs are not separable from those of 
the other Hlack-naped Flycatchers, but on the whole seem to be 
more distinctly spotted and less deep a cream in their ground¬ 
colour. Thirty-two eggs measure on an average 17*9 x 13*9 mm. 

Habits. TI lose of the genus. 


i ('>9(;) Hypothymis azurea nicobarica. 

Tiif, Nicoijau Buaciv-naped Fltcatcuer. 

Hypothymis azurea nicobarica Bianchi, .\nn, Mus. Zool.St. Petersb. 
xii (i), p. 76 (1907) (Nicobars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded,. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to If, a. sykesi but smaller 
and with tim uiulerparts faintly blue ; under wing-coverts light 
blue, not white. 

Colours of soft parts as in If, a. sylesi. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 69 mm. 

Distribution. Nicobars excluding Car Nicobar. 

Nididoation and Habits. Davison records it as tolerably abun¬ 
dant on the Nicobars, and remarks that its habits do not differ 
from those of the Indian bird. He failed to find a nest, though 
the birds were breeding. 
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((>97) Hjrpothymis azurea idiochroa. 

The Car-A'icobar Black-naped Fltcatoubr. 

Jlypothi/fnis azurea idiachroa Oberliolser, Proc. L .S* Nat. Mus., 
xxxix, p. oJK) (1911) (Car Nicolars). 

Vernacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to JI, a. nicoharica but larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AVing 69*5 to 75-0 mm. 

Distribution. Car Nicobar. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(69S) Hypothymis azurea forrestia. 

The Mergui Iseaxds Black napeu Flycatcher. 

Hypotkytnis azarea forrestia Oberholser, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 
xxxix, p. 001 (1911) (Mergui Archipelago). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from //.«. styani in having more blue and 
less white below. It is, in fact, intermediate in colour between 
that form and the true //. azurea azurea of the I'hilippines, which 
has a strong dash of blue over the abdomen with the under tail- 
coverts also bluish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AVing 72*5 to 77 mm. 

Female differs from the female of //. a. styani in being darker 
and more blue-grey on the lower breast. 

Distribntion. Mergui Archipelago. 

Nidiffcation and Habits. Beyond the fact that this Flycatcher 
is found in thick forest, nothing has been recorded about it. 


Genus CHELIDORHYNX. 

Chelidorhynx llodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 32, 

Type, C. hypoxanthum. 

The genus Chelidorhynx contamB onlyooe species of Flycatcher 
remarkable for the shape of its bill, which, like that of Stoparola, 
when viewed from above, forms a perfect equilateral triangle; it is 
smaller, however, both actually and in proportion to the sixe of 
the bird. The rictal bristles are very numerous and long; the tail 
is long and well rounded with the shafts thickened and white. 
The saxes are practically alike. 
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(699) Chelidorhynx hypoxanthum* 

Thk Yellow-t»7,li,ibo Flycatcher. 

lihipidura hypoxantha Hlyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 935 (1843) 
(Darjiling). 

Chelidorhynx hypoxayithum. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 5J. 

Vernacular names. Situ Jdoom (LepcLa). 

Description.— Adult male. Lores and a line round and through 
the eye black ; forehead and broad supercilium and whole lower 
plumage bright yellow; ear-coverts blackish with pale shafts ; 
upper plumage and wing-coverts dark olive-brown, the greater 
coverts tipped pale yellow ; tail brown, all but the central pair 
broadly tipped white and all with conspicuous white shafts; 
wing-quills brown edged with olive. 

Colours of soft parts, iris dark brown ; bill black above, 
Yellowish fleshy to horny-brown on the lower mandible and more 
\ellow at the ga])e ; legs and^feet pale horny-brown. 

Measurements, 'lotal length about 120 mm.; wing 54 to 57 min.; 
tail 56 to 0.3 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen 8 to 9 mm. 



Fic;. 43.—Head of i\ hypoxanthum^ 

Female differs from the male only in having the lores and parts 
round tiie eye brown mixed with olive-green. 

Distribution. Himalayas, from the Simla States to Eastern 
Assam, the bills of North and Central Burma to Tenasserira. 

Nidiflcation. The breeding area of this beautiful little Fly¬ 
catcher is rather remarkable. Thomjison found it breeding in the 
Kumaon Bhaher at an elevation of about 1,000 feet ; in North 
Cachar 1 obtained it at about 5,000 feet, whilst ^lessrs. Osmaston 
and Wbyinper took nests between 9,000 and 14,000 feet in the 
Tons Valley and the Nila Valley in Garhwal. The nest is a 
beautiful little deep straight-sided cup made of fine moss w'ell 
welded together, sometimes mixed with hair, lichen and wool 
and often tlecorated outside with lichen. The lining is of moss 
fruits with the stems attached, hair, or the very finest moss-roofs 
and it is generally placed on a small vertical branch of a tree not 
very high from the ground. All the eggs recorded have been 
taken in June. They are like tiny eggs of Stoparola or NUtava 
but with a finer softer texture; pale creamy-winte to a fairly 
warm cream with rings at the larger end of tiny indefinite 
freckles of a darker reddish. In shape they are broad blunt ovals. 
Twenty eggs average 14*0x 11*1 mm.; maxima 14*7x11*6 and 
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14-0x117 nun.; minima 13-2x 10-7 and 141 x 10-6 nun. The 
breeding-season is from the end of May to early July. 

Habits. Tlie Yellow-bellied Flycatcher is found between 5,000 
and 15,000 feet in the summer, rarely at lower elevation, whilst 
in winter it oecui*8 througliout the foot-hills and ])lains adjac*ent 
to them. It is an extraordinarily vivacious, cheerful little bird, 
constantly on the move, sallying into the air in the manner of all 
Flycatchers, bustling about the branche.*;? high up in tall trees, 
quivering its wings and flirting its widely spread tail. It haunts 
bushes and lofty trees alike and, though as a rule it is found in 
deep forest and generally near running streams, I liave seen it in 
reed-beds Imnting the reed-stalks for insects and twice I have 
noticed it in bamboo-jungle. It has a very sweet but very 
feeble, little song. 


(lenus KHIPIDURA. 

lihipiduva \’igors & Iforsf, Tr. L. S., xv, p. 247 ( Is25). 

Type, IL alhlscajja. Australia. 

The genus lihipidvra i.s one containing many species whi(?h are 
found over a very great extent of country in the Orit^ntal and 
Australasian Regions. It is represented in India by four species. 

In this genus the bill is very large and about twuce as long as 
it is broad at the base ; the rictal bristles an» very numerous and 
long; the tail is longer than the wing, the rectric(\s broad and 
graduated ; the sexes are alike or practically so. 

Kep to Species, 


A. Forehead and sides of the crown broadly 

white. /i\ p. 277. 

B. Forehead black ; white supercilium .sinal}. 

a. AMomen black... . 11. athicollis, p. 271 

h. Abdomen white or nearly so. 

(t. Outer tail-feathers conspicuou.^Iy ,niid 

abruptly tipped with white. 11 javanicay p, 2SI . 

h', Outer tail-feathers with inconspicuous 

pale tips .. ]{. pecforflh'e, p. 2S2. 


Bhipidura aureola. 

Kei/ to Subspecies. 

A. Wing-coverts boldly tipped with 

white. 

a. Central tail-feathers tipped with 

white . It. a, aureola, p. 277. 

h. Central tail-feathers not tipped with 

white. It, a, compressirostris, p, 27U. 

B. Wing-coverts with no white tips or 

with very little . R. a. bunnanica, p. 278. 
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(700) Rhipidura aureola aureola. 

Tur White-ijuowed Fa>’TAIL Wabblek. 

Rhipulura anu^ola l^ess., Traito, p. ;i90 (1830 or Jan. 1831) (Bengal). 

Rhipidura albitnmfata, Blanf. &; Oate.s, ii, p. o2. 

Vernacular names. Marcharpa (Hindi in the south) ; Manati 
(Mai.); Darari-pittd (iVl.); Qhalc dll (United Provinces). 

Description.—Adult male. Porol^ead and a broad superciliuin 
to tlie nape \\ hite ; lores, sides of face, ear-coverts and anterior 
crown black, posterior crown brownish black, changing to brown, 
.slightly tinged with ashy on the back and wings; wing-coverts 
boldly tipped with white; tail dark brown, the central pair of 
feathers either immaculate or very narrowly tipped with white, 
the next pair more broadly tipped and the white increasing in 
extent until the outermost pair has only a patch at thebase brown ; 
chill and throat lilack, the chin and upper part of the throat with 
broad white fringes to the feathers, these fringes obsolete or 
absent on tiie lower throat leaving this as a black band between 
the upjier throat and the white of the re.st of the lower parts ; 
sides of the breast and a.xillarics dark brown ; under wing-coverts 
brown and wiiile. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to 180 mm ; wing 
80 to 8P mm. ; tail 00 to loO mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; 
culmeii about 1(> min. 

Female only differs from the male in being slightly paler and 
browner on the head. 

Nestling. Superciliuin whire; u|>per plumage brown fringed 
with rufous ; the white fringes of the chin and throat barely 
noticeable; breast lirownish witli obsolete rufous bars; wing- 
coverts broadly tipped with rufous. 

Distribution. 'Tlie whole of India with the exception of South 
Travancore and Assam South of the Brahmaputra. 

NidiUcation. Breeds throughout its range up to about 5,000 feet 
and occasionally feet higher. Its breeding-season is very 

protracted and ogg.s may be found any time from March to August, 
most birds apparently breeding at least twice. The nest is a 
beautifully made little cup of line shreds of grass-blades, .'“Sometimes 
mixed with a few of the liner grass-stems, shreds of bamboo or 
other leaves ; these are, however, never very conspicuous and, as a 
whole, the nest looks as if made of dry grey grass well coated with 
(tobwebs and sometimes decorated wdth spiders’ egg-bags. Often 
the bottom of the nest is prolonged into a cone and sometimes 
furnished with a long thin tail of loose scraps of grass. It is 
placed either on a small liorizontai branch or in a small vertical or 
horizontal fork and may be at any height from four to forty feet 
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from the ground, though, as a rule, a site under fifteen feet is 
selected. 

The eggs are generally three in number, sometimes two or four; 
in colour they are pale yellowish white or pale fawn, occasionally 
almost pure white and rarely tinged with pink ; the markings 
consist of small blotches of yellowish bro\^n with secondary 
markings of neutral tint and pale grey, nearly always distributed 
in a ring about the larger end and sparse elsewhere. One liundred 
eggs average 16*8 x 12*2 mm. 

Habits. This Fantail Flycatcher,like others of the genus, is a bird 
of open but well-wooded country and is not found inside heavy 
forest either conifer or evergreen. It is a very lively, cheerful and 
energetic little bird, constantly on the move and constantly 
spreading and flirting its long fan-like tail so as to display the 
white tips. It feeds, as far as 1 have seen, entirely on the wing 
and never on the ground, though it will occasionally dosceiul 
to the ground during the breeding-season and display there. It 
feeds largely on gnats, mosquitoes, and ephemera^ often so liny 
as to be invisible to the human eye, though the bird may be 
seen snapping here and there and obviously fettling. 

It has a sweet song and a beautiful eall-whistle, very like that 
of a human being ascending the scale for several nott's. 


(701) Ehipidura aureola burmanica. 

The Burmese AVuite-biiowed Fantail FLYCATCTinin 

Lei4cocerca burmanica Hume, 8. F., ix, p. 175 (1881) (Thoungyau). 

Rhipuiura alhifrvntata. Blanf. &: Oates, ii, p. 52 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Dao phari (Cachari), 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from li. a, aureola in being 
very much paler above and more ashy in tint. The two cent ral pairs 
of tail-feathers are generally all brown and the white on tlie lateral 
tail-feathers is not so extensive ; the spots on the wing-coverts are 
absent or obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 80 mm. 

Female and Young differ from those of R. a, aureola in the 
same way as the male does. 

Distribution. Assam, 8outh of the Brahmaputra, Burma, Shan 
States and South-AVest Siam. 

Hidiffcation. Differs in no way from that of the last bird l)ut 
this race is perhaps less exclusively an open-country bird. In 
North Cachar it was not rare in the wide expanses of park-lke 
country to the north and wherever similar open country is found 
it occurs and breeds in the months April to July. The nest 
and eggs cannot be distinguished from those of R. a. aureola. 
One hundred eggs average 17*2x12*8 mm.: maxima 18*7 x 
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13*0 and 17*4 x 13*5 mm.; minima 16*0 X 11*6 mm. I obtained 
it breeding up to 5,000 feet in the Khaaia Hills. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Indian birds. 

(702) Rhipidura aureola compressirostris* 

Tub Chylox White-browed Eantail Flycatcher. 

Letwocerca compressirostris Blyth, xviii, p. 815 (1849) 

(Ceylon). 

Rhipidura alhifrontatn. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 52 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Manati (Malabar). 

Description. Differs from R. a. aureola in being much darker and 
in having the two central pairs of tail-feathers not tipped with 
white. The black on the sides of the breast is better defined and 
is sometimes produced to form a broken band across the breast. 
The bill is often more compressed. 

Colours of soft parts a.s in 11. a. aureola. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 87 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South Travancore. Mr. W. E. Wait 
gives the following note on its distribution in Ceylon, which is 
worth quoting :—“ It has a peculiar distribution. It occurs in the 
low country in the south of the Island, eastwards from Matara to 
Wingaru Bay ; inland it is found as far as the Uva basin and in 
the Park country east of the main range as far north as Palonaw^ara 
and has a rang(? from the sea-level to 5,000 feet. In the south¬ 
west of the Island and in the North Central Province it seems 
to be absent.** 

Nidification. There is but little on record, but the nidification 
does not seem to differ in any way from that of the other races. 
The only three eggs in my own collection measure about 16*3 x 
12*3 miu., and may be unusually small. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Legge I'efers to the male during 
the breeding-season displaying both on tlie ground and on branches 
of trees, making little runs as it puffs itself out and flirts its widely 
spread tail. It haunts open country, cultivation, gardens, and 
village surroundings but is also sometimes to be seen in more 
open parts. 


(703) Rhipidura albicollis albicollis. 

The White-throated Fantail Flycatcher. 

riatyrhynchtts albicollis Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’His.t. Nat., xxvii, p, 13 
(1818) (Bengal). 

Rhipidura albicollis. Blanf. & Oates, ii. p. 53. 

Vernacular names. Choh-dayal (Beng.); Chuh-dil (N.W. 
Provinces); Nam-dit-nom (Lepcha). 
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Description. Forehead, fore crown, lores, over and under the 
eye, ear-coverts and front of chin black; a short supercilium 
white; the crown of the head changes gnidiially into the sooty- 
brown of the rest of the plumage, slightly ligliter and more ashy 
below ; throat white, the feathers with black bases, the whit^ 
produced as a semi-collar up the sides of the neck; all but the 
central pair of tail-feathers are tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; the eyelids grey; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 185 to 195 mm.; wing 73 
to 87 mm.; tail 95 to 115 mm.; tarsus about 175 to 185 mm.; 
culmen about 10 mm. 

Toung. Dark brown above and below, the feathers edged and 
barred above with rufous and edged below with the same ; the 
wing-coverts are edged with rufous; the white chin is absent in 
the very young and the white supercilium is small and broken. 



Fig. 44. — Bill of A*, o, (dh 'u‘oUi!^. 

Young birds in otherwise adult plumage are generally rather pale 
and rusty below’. 

Birds from the Southern Punjab, Centrel Provinces and Chota 
Nagpur are very pale and very rusty below’, probably because they 
are all young birds. My li. a. gtanlei/i from the Abor Hills cannot 
be maintained, the supposed differences in its plumuge being due 
partly to make up and partly to individual variation. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree to Eastern Assam, 
Burma, Shan States, Yunnan, Annam, 8iam, Cochin Chin, Hainan 
and Malay States. Birds from Sumatra have be(3n separated as 
li, a, atrata and Bornean birds seem to agree with these. 

Nidifleation. Differs in no way from that of the species 
R, aureola. The nest is the same beautiful little compact cone or 
cup of fine, cobweb-covered grass placed in similar positions but 
perhaps more often found in open forest or on the extreme outskirts 
of evergreen forest. In the Khasia Hills and Chin Hills it also 
breeds in the lowest ranges of pine-forests between 4,000 and 
5,000 feet. Eggs are laid from March to July, but the greatest 
number in May. They number three or four and are quite 
indistinguishable from those of the other species. One hundred 
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egg8 average 17*3 x 13*0 mm.: maxima 18*2 x 13*6 mm. ; minima 
16*1 X 13*0 and 16*9 x 12*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus, but it ascends the Himalayas to a 
greater height than does li. aureola. It is found near Murree, 
Simula States and in Garhwal constantly up to 7,000 fee*t and 
more rarely up to 9,000 feet. 


(704) Rhipidura javanica javanica. 

The Javan Fantail Flycatcher. 

Mtiitcicapa javanica Sparrm., Mas. Carls., iii, pi. 75 (1788) (Java;. 
lihipidnra Javanica. lilanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 54. 

Vernacular names. Solc-i-pert, Nok-pen, Soh-pi (Siam). 

Description.—Adult male. A short, nearly concealed super- 
cilium white ; crown, j)oint of chin and a band across the breast, 
sides of neck and head sooty-black ; whole upper plumage brown, 
the tail darker, all but the tuo central pair tipped with white; 
tljroat w bite ; lower plumage froju breast to under tail-coverts 
w hite suffused with butf; in (piite fn»sh plumage the wing-coverts 
are very narrowly tipped with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs ami feet blaek. 

Measurements. Total hnigth about 189 inm.: wing 73 to 
82 min. : tail 90 to 100 mm. ; tarsus about 19 to 2o nun. ; culmen 
about 12 mm. 

Female like the male, but rather more buff below. 

Young barred above wbtli rufous and breast mottled with rufous 
and brown. 

Distribution. Cochin China, Siam, Burma south through the 
Malay States. 

Nidiffcatiou. Quite similar to that of the two })receding 
species. The nest, like that of those birds, is cone-shaped with 
a tail })endent l)e(ow' it and may he [)Iaced either on a small 
branch or from a small hamhoo-twig in open counlrv, gardens or 
compounds. The eggs, two in number and very rarely three, are 
like tlu)se of the other species of this genus, fifty eggs average 
7*4x130 min : maxima 191x13*2 and 17*4 x 126 mm.; 
minima 16*3 X 13*0 and 17*5x12*4 mm. 

This bird breeds in Siam and JVnasserim from March to 
August, certainly having two broods as a rule and possibly 
sometimes three. 

Habits. According to Messrs. Williamson and Herbert this 
Fantuil Warbler is essentially a bird of the open country, especially 
affecting ganlens and tlie vicinity of villages and cultivation. 
Shady trees seem to be equally a ne<*essity and it is not found 
often in scrub and bush jungle. In flight, voice, food, etc., it 
differs in no way from its relations. 
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(705) Khipidura pectoralis. 

The White-spotted Faxtail Flycatcher. 

Leucocerca pectoralis Jerd., Ill. Ind. Orn., text to pi. ii (1847) 
(Nil^iris). 

jRhipidnra pectoralis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 55. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to It, j, javanica, but with the lateral tail- 
feathers shading from dark brown at the base to pale whity-browu 
at the tip. The black of the breast-collar is produced lower down 
on the flanks and lower breast and is heavily spotted with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 175 mm.; wing 
69 to 79 mm.; tail 84 to 93 ram. ; tarsus about 20 min.; culmeii 
10 mm. 

Young have the upper parts brown, the feathers edged with 
rufous; the wing-coverts broadly edged with rufous; the lower 
parts more rufous than the adult and squamated on the breast 
with dark brown. 

Distribution. From the extreme south of India, North through 
Travancore, Mysore, Bombay, the Aravalli Hills in Ejijputana, 
East toEaipur, Chikalda, (loona and Chanda. It is very common 
in the Nilgiris and other hills of the {South-West, but does not 
extend into the true plains to the East. 

Nidiflcation. This Flycatcher breeds from Clinch to July, 
having two or more broods, at all heights from the foot-hills and 
broken country adjacent up to at least 6,000 feet. They 
frequent gardens, orchards and open country round about 
village.s, building their nests either in big trees low down, in 
busbt's and small fruit-trees or even in slirnbs in verandalis of 
houses. Three is the normal number of eggs laid, occasionally 
four and sometimes two only. Neither nest nor eggs are in any 
w’ay distinguishable from those of other birds of this genus. 
Forty eggs average 16*2x 12*7 mm. : maxima 17'2xl2*2 and 
16*7 X 13*0 mm.; minima 15*0 X 11*6 mm. and 16*2 x 11*6 mm. 

Habits. The White-spotted Fantail Flycatcher is only found 
in quite open country and more especially in gardens and 
cultivated .areas. In its habits there is nothing differing in any 
way from those of other species of the genus Ithipidnra, 
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Fi<;. 4r>.— e. lahhu'a. 


Family LANIID-F. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both niaiulibles smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched or toothed, or both ; hinder aspect of 
tarsus smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal himinie ; wing 
with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear of the 
line of forehead, tlm lower edge of the nosiril nearer to the 
crommissure than the upper edge is to the culmon ; plumage of 
the nestling eross-barred ; rectriees twelve : nostrils more or less 
overhung by bristles and hairs. An Autumn moult only. 

The Laniidiv are in many respects very closely allied to the 
Flycatchers both in habits and in structure, the genus Hemipus 
even approaching the Muscicapidtr in the shape and character of 
the bill. The Shrikes are now generally admitted to be conveniently 
divided into three families: (1) the true Laniida^ with normal 
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feathering to the rump ; (2) the Pericroeoiidce^ with the feathers 
of the rump spinous; (3) the Artamidee^ which differ entirely in 
their legs and wings from either of the other two families. Jerdon 
included the Drongos or Drongo Shrikes in the Laniidce^ but Oates 
kept them in a separate family, Dicruridcey which arrangement 
seems most convenient. Close to the Flycatchers also come the 
Warblers, Sijlviido!, bub these are more definitely separated by the 
plumage of the young, which is never barred. 

In the Laniida^f especially in Lanins, the bill is veiy strong and 
is both notched and booked. Therictal bristles are always present 
and often highly developed ; the tarsus is scutellated and the tail 
has twelve rectrices. The nestling is strongly barred, generally 
both above and below and this barring is retained throughout 
the first winter, though they gradually lessen in degree throughout 
these months. Some species, however, retain the barring to some 
extent for two or more years, whilst females retain it longer than 
males. 


Ket/ to Genera. 

A. Head not crested. 
a. Tail-feathers strongly graduated. 

n. Bill strong, deep and laterally 
compressed; margin of upper mandible 
near tip strongly notched and toothed. Lam vs, ]>. 281. 
h'. Bill depressed and broad : margin of 
upper mandible near tip merely 


notched . Hkmipvs, ]>. 30o. 

b. Tail square and not graduated. Tkjmiuoduunis, p. 308. 

B. Head with long crest . Blai vlopiivs, p. 314. 


(renus LANIUS. 

Lanius Jdnn., S. N., ed. x, p. 93 (173'^). 

Type, Lanins excuhilor. 

The genus Lanius comprises a very extensive group of birds 
found over the w[»ole of Europe, Asia, and Africa and parts of 
North America. The genus has been split into stneral genera by 
some scientists but the character is tics employed in separating 
them seem trivial and the divisions quite unnecessary and, j)0S8ibly, 
misleading. The genus is very well represented in India both by 
residents and by migratory species .and subspecies. 

In Lanius the sexes are alike; the bill is very strong and 
laterally compres.sed, with a large tooth and a deep notch near the 
tip of the upper mandible, wliich is bent down and hooked. The 
nostrils are nearly round and are almost hidden by niimerous 
hairs and bristles. The wings are strong and pointed ; the tail 
is either equal to or longer than the w'iiig and is strongly gradu¬ 
ated ; the plumage is firm but not spinous. 
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Key to Species, 

X, Upper tail-coverts and central tail-feathers 
of totally diflerent colours. 
a. A white patch on primarie.s. 

a'. Tail all black and white, the colours 
sharply delined. 


Hack ^»^rey. L, excidntor^ p. 285. 

b". Back c hestnut. 

o‘\ Upper lail-coverts pah? urey .... L. vittatus^ p. 289, 

l)\ Uppt.'r tail-coverts chestnut. L, colhtrioides, p. 291. 

c". Back black. h. senator^ p. 299. 

h', Tail black or brown and rufous, the 
colours blendiii}^^. 

d'\ Crown of head black . />. nujriceps^ p. 292. 

c". Crown of head p'rc‘\. L. srhachj p. 294. 

b. No white patch on ])riniaries. 

c. Head and hack pfrev. L. tejdironotus^ p. 297. 

d\ Head ;^^rey, back chestnut. L. collurio^ p. 298. 

B. Upper lail-coverts and central tail-fealhers 
same colour. 

c. Colour (»f crown and back nearly the same 

rufous <»r hrf)wu . X. crisfatus, p. 309. 

d. Crown ^rey : back chestnut, barred w ith 

black . X. tiynrni^j p. 304. 


Lanius excubitor. 

Lanins excvhitvv Innn.'ous, 8. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758). 

Ty])t‘-l()cality : Europe*; restricted to Sweden. 

Key to Snhspecies, 

A. Middle pair of tail-feathers all black. 

a. ]>esser w inu^-coverts black with or 

w'itliout ^rey tips. J.. e. lahtoni^ p. 285. 

b. Lesser w’in<.r-coverts entirely j^rcy. 

a'. Inner webs of sec^uidaries cliietly 

white . L. e. pallidirostris,^, 2^7 , 

b'. Inner webs of secondaries chietiy 

black . X. c. aucheviy p. 288. 

B. Middle pair of tail-teather.s with white 

bases. X. c. przewahkiij p. 289. 

(70C) Lanius excubitor lahtora. 

The Indian (Jbey Bhiiike. 

CoUnrio lahtora Sykes, P. Z. S., 18;12, p. 80 (Deccan). 

Lanius lahtora, Blauf. Oates, i, p. 451 h 

Vernacular names. DmUya hxtora (Hind.); Safedlatora (Hind, 
in the U.P. and N.W.); KacJi-kacha-latora (Beng.); Chinlca- 
bilincJii, Pedda-hiriii-gadu (Tel.). 

Description. Forehead, loras, a band passing round the eye. 
ear-coverts, dow n the side of the neck and often turning down 
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towards the breast as a semi-collar black ; upper plumage bluish 
grey, palest on the rump and upper tail-coverts; two middle 
pairs of tail-feathers black with very small white tips, the next 
two pairs with increasingly broader tips and also white bases ; outer 
pairs white with only the shafts and a small portion of the inner 
webs black; scapulars white; wing-coverts black, the innermost 
lesser coverts more or less tipped with grey; primaries black, 
with broad white bases and the innermost with narrow white 
edges to the tips ; secondaries with the outer webs black with 
white tips and most of the inner webs white except the innermost 
secondaries which are black with white tips only ; whole lower 
phimage pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 104 to 
116 mm. ; tail 100 to 115 mm.; tarsus 31 to 32 mm.; culrnen 
18 to 20 mm. 



Fig, 40.—Jlend of L. c. lahtom» 


Young have the feathers of the underparts, except on the 
abdomen, faintly barred and edged with brown and the wing-coverts 
edged with fulvous. 

Nestling is heavily barred above and below with dark brown 
and .the edges of the wing-coverts are broadly edged with fulvous. 
There are no nestling specimens of this extremely common bird 
in the British Museum collection. 

Distribution. Throughout the plains of India as far South as 
Belgaiim and throughout the Deccan and Central Provinces as 
far East as Calcutta, where it is rare and probably not resident. 
North it is found from Sind all alofig the bases of the Himalayas 
as far Ea-^t ns Bchar, Chota Nagpore and the drier districts of 
Western Bengal. 

Nidification. The Indian Grey Shrike is resident and breeds 
wherever found except in the wetter, more heavily forested 
portions of Eastern Bengal and possibly the Western Ghats, into 
which it only wanders in the dry season. It breeds throughout 
the plains, in the Deccan tableland up to 2,000 feet and in the 
Himalayas to about the same height. It makes a deep bulky 
nest of grass, roots, bark or almost any vegetable material, mixing 
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it with oddments of cloth, wool, hair, feathers, etc., lining it 
with any soft material such as hai»*, wool or grass but not feathers. 
It places it low down in any bush or tree but prefers such as are 
in the open, especially if they are thorny and dense, and it never 
breeds in forest or in damp shady cover. The eggs number three 
to six, generally four or five and are typical Shrikes’ eggs but of 
the duller type. The ground-colour varies from the palest sea- 
green, huffy or white to a fairly warm buff or dull grey-green, 
whilst the markings consist of small specks and larger blotches of 
brown or reddish brown, with secondary markings of neutral tint 
and dark grey. Asa rule, the blotches are most numerous at the 
larger end and ratlier sparse elsewhere hut in a few eggs they are 
numerous everywhere. The creamy or pink type of egg is very 
rare in this species. 

Habits. The Indian Grey Shrike is a bird of open country and 
prefers plains with thin scrub, thorny bushes or small trees and, 
though it is also often found in cultivated country or in the vicinity 
of towns and villages, it certainly keeps for choice to the wilder 
less frequented parts. It watelies for its prey from the top of a 
tall bush or low tre«% generally sci/ang it on the ground or taking it 
from a branch or twig tiiough occasionally it will seize a passing 
grasshopper on the wing, often, also, catching termites in this 
manner. It feeds on all kinds of insects and also on young or 
weak birds, mice and small reptiles and is not above robbing a 
nest when unguarded. It does sometimes fix its captures on 
thorns, though it does not seem to keep a larder so regularly as does 
the Red-backed 8hrike. ISIost of its liotes are very harsh and 
grating, but durijig the breeding-season it has a sweet song. In 
the North-west it is said to have been formerly trained to catch 
small birds like a Falcon but this form of native sport seems 
now to have died out. 


( 7 <> 7 ) Lanius excubitor pallidirostris. 

The Allied Grey Shrike. 


Lamm pallidirostris Cassin, Proc. Acad. Philad., v. p. 244 (1852) 
(K. Africa). 

Lanius assiniUis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 4(>0. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to L, e, Uihtom but has no black on the 
forehead and the black does not extend beyond the ear-coverts 
on the neck ; the white above the eye is more distinct, forming a 
faint supercilium; the lesser wing-coverts are all grey; the 
secondaries have more black and less white and the under surface 
of the body is often suffused with pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark browui; bill pale horny; legs 
and feet dark horny to blackish. 
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Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 105 to 
111 mm. ; tail 95 to 111 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmen 18 
to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Trans-Caspia to Syr Darya, through Persia to 
Persian Paluchistan, Central Asia to Lob IS or and Tian-Shan. 
In Winter to Nubia and Somaliland and as a straggler into North¬ 
west India where it has been obtained once only in the Punjab. 

Nidification and Habits. There is practically nothing on 
record, though probably neither will be found to differ in any way 
from that of tlie preceding bird. 

(70vS) Lanins excnbitor aucheri. 

Bonaparte's Grey Shrike. 

lAVtius aucheri Bonpte., Uev. Zool., 18.53, p. 294 (Persia). 

Lanius fallax. Blanf. Oate.s, i, p. 490. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very like pallhliroslris, but with a very narrow 
black forehead, rather grey breast and abdomen, and more black 
and less white on the secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in pallidirostris but with the hill hlacl\ 

Measurements. Wing 104 to 110 mm., “ 107 loll (>" (llartert). 

Distribution. Persia, Mesopotamia and Palestine toN.E. Africa 
in Winter; Afghanistan, Baluchistan and N.W. Frontier of India 
and very rarely into the Plains of the Punjab and N.W. Frontier 
Ih'ovince. 

The series of birds with black bills assigned by Oates in the 
first volume of the Avifauna to Lannis assimilis ( = />. r. paUidi- 
are typical in all respects with this form. Its occurrence 
therefore within our limits is more freijuent than lias liitherto 
been considered to be the case, whereas the occurrenc«‘ of 
pallidirostris is extremely rare. 

Nidificatiou. This Shrike breeds in considerable nnmlxus in 
Palestine, making a bulky nest of thorny tw igs, grasses and roots, 
lined with wool only, verv similar to that of our Indian Grey 
Shrike. This it places in bushes and low trees, preferably sucli 
as are thorny and dense, standing in open country, occasionally 
in thickets or orchards. The eggs number four to six and are 
quite indistinguishable from those of Lanins e, lahtora, Pa^ddy 
eggs average 20*2xl9'4 mm.: maxima 29’2xl9'2 and "27d)X 
20 6 mm. ; minima 24*01 X 8*3 mm. The breeding-season is from 
early March to early May. 

Habits. To what extent this Shrike is migratory is not well 
known. Even in its most Northern habitat many birds are 
residi*nt throughout the year and probably its appeiirance in 
Winter in its most Southern latitudes is duo more to individual 
wanderings rather than to any true migration. In its habits 
generally it differs in no w%'iy from its nearest allies. 
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(700) Lanius ezcabitor przewalskii. 

Bogdanow’s Ghey Shrike. 

Lanius przewalskii Bog^d., War. der Russ. Faun., p. 147 (1881) 
(Tashkent). 

Lanitis homeyei'i, Blanf. Oates, i, p. 461. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to pallidirostris, but generally paler; the 
forehead, rump and upper tail-coverts much whiter and the bases 
of all the tail-feathers white. The secondaries generally have more 
black and less white than in the Allied Grey Shrike, but this 
character is very unreliable and some individuals have the greater 
part of these feathers white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny, paler on the 
mandible and base of maxilla^ specimens killed in the breeding- 
season all have the bill black ; legs and feet dark horny-brown to 
blsLck. 

Measurements. Wing 108 to 122 mm.; tail 106 to 118 mm.; 
tarsus about 30 inm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan to Samarkand and Ferghana, Kuldja, 
Tian Shan, East Turkestan to the Gobi Desert. In Winter to 
South Russia and to Gilgit. 

Nidification. The only clutch of eggs I have seen of this Shrike 
are like those of A. e, e.vcnbiior and measure about 26-0 x 19*4. 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(710) Lanius vittatus. 

The Bay-backei) Shrike. 

Lanius vittatus Valenc., Diet. Sci. Nat., xi, p, 227 (1826) 
(Euudicherry); Blanf. & Gates, i, p. 462. 

Vernacular names. Pachanak (Hind.); CJwto kilatora (Beng.) ; 
Chenna bilinki, Venne-dega (TeL) ; Kichang^kuravi (Tam.), 

Description. Lores, forehead, anterior crown and a broad band 
including and behind the ear-coverts black ; posterior crown white 
or pale grey shading into grey on the nape and hind neck ; back 
and scapulars deep chestnut to maroon ; rump white fading into 
grey on the upper tail“Coverts; central tail-feathers all black, the 
next pair with white bases and tips, the white increasing in extent 
on each succeeding pair until the outermost is nearly ail white ; 
win"8 black, the coverts narrowly edged with maroon, the 
primaries with a broad patch of white at the base and the 
secondaries narrowly edged with whitish; chin, throat and centre 
of the abdomen white ; breast and upper abdomen fulvous ; flanks 
ferruginous; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. The colour 
of the plumage of this little Shrike varies very greatly individually, 

VOL. n. 



290 




but without any relation to habitat. Some birds have the crown 
practically pure white, others show no white at all; some speci¬ 
mens have the chestnut of the back very dull, with the grey 
of the nape running into it. Probably the oldest birds have the 
maroon back deepest in colour and the posterior crown the purest 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black in adults, 
dark hornv-brown in the young; legs and feet dusky slate to 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 81 to 
88 miu.; tail 80 to 94 mm.; tarsus 23 to 24 mm. ; culmen about 
14 mm. 

Nestling. Upper parts grey tinged with rufous and barred with 
brown; wing-coverts grey, greyish brown or light dull chestnut 
edged with dark brown; quills dark brown edged with white or 
pale chestnut; below white with faint narrow bars on breast 
and flanks. 

The young appear to go through a transition-stage between this 
and the adult plumage; the upper parts become grey with a 
more or less pronounced chestnut back ; a line through the eye 
and ear-coverts brownish black; breast and underparts white 
suffused with buff and retaining faint brown bars on the upper 
breast. 

Distribution. The whole of India, South to Mysore, Nilgiris, 
Palni Hills and North Travancore ; North to the Himalayas up to 
6,000 ft.; East to Bebar and the drier districts of Western 
Bengal, Chota Nagpore, etc. 

Nidiffcation. The Bay-backed Shrike breeds throughout the 
Plains of India and in the Himalayas up to at least 6,000 feet, at 
which elevation Dodsworth took its nest in the Simla States. The 
nest is a small replica of that of Lanius e. lahtora^ a deep cup 
made of grass mixed with almost any kind of soft material, but 
with the inner part of grass alone. Usually it has more cobweb 
used in its construction than is used by the Grey Shrike. It 
builds its nest in trees or high bushes in gardens, by road sides, 
in thin scrub or deciduous jungle but never in heavy forest. The 
eggs are like those of Lanius e, lahtora and go through the sanje 
variations, the pink type being equally or even more rare. One 
hundred eggs average 20*8 y 16*7 mm.: maxima 23*1x16*2 and 
22*1x17*1 ram.; minima 19*7 X 15*1 and 20’3xl4*l mm. The 
breeding-season lasts from early April to the end of July, and 
they lay four or five eggs, often only three, sometimes, Hume, 
as many as six. 

Habits. This little Shrike is a bird of the open drier country 
frequenting gardens, cultivated and barren tracts but not entering 
into the more heavily forested areas. It is very tame and confiding 
in its ways, has a sweet song of its own and is an admirable mimic 
of other birds. 
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(711) Lanius collorioides. 

The Buemesb Shkike. 

Lariius collurioides I^ess., Voy. p. 250 (1834) (Pegu) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 462. 

Vernacular names. Unet-heloo (Burmese). 

Description. Lores, forehead and ear-coverts black ; the black 
of the forehead changes to dark grey on the crown and then to 
paler grey on the nape ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts and 
scapulars deep chestnut; central tail-feathers black with very 
narrow white tips ; the next three pairs with rather broader tips, 
the penultimate pair white, with the inner web broadly black; 
the outermost pair all white with black shafts; wing-coverts 
nearly black wdth chestnut edges ; primary-coverts and quills black, 
the hitter with a broad white patch at the base; secondaries black 
edged with chestnut; under plumage white, sometimes almost 
pure with the faintest fulvous tinge and, sometimes, with a strong 
fulvous-chestnut wash. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale reddish brown to dark red; 
bill horny-brown, black at the tip and on the culmen, fleshy at 
the base and on the gonys ; legs and feet slate-grey to almost 
black. 

Measurements, Total length about* 220 mtn. ; wing 82 to 
90 mm.; tail 8(5 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 13 to 
14 nim. 

Nestling. Above fulvous-grey w^ashed with chestnut on the back 
and barred with dull black ; the lower plumage is dull white wuth 
narrow bars of dull brown on breast, flanks and abdomen; the 
ear-coverts are brown. 

Young birds are grey above changing to dull pale chestnut on 
the back and rump ; below' fulvous-w hite washed with chestnut 
on the flanks. 

Distribution. Cachar, Manipur and Hills South of the Brahma¬ 
putra to Teiiasserim in the South, Annam, Siam and there is 
also a specimen from South-West China in the British Museum 
collection. 

NidifLcation. The Burmese Shrike breeds in the hills of South 
Assam, Burma and Siam etc., between 3,000 and 6,000 feet in 
the months of April to June, a few birds laying in the end of 
March. Harington describes the nest as “ neatly made of leaves, 
lichen and feathers etc., covered with cobwebs, and lined with 
fine grass. The size of the nest varies a good deal, if placed in 
between branches it is much smaller and matches the tree-trunk, 
if concealed by leaves it is much larger.” Other nests found by 
him later in the Bhamo Hills were made principally of grass. The 
eggs are of many types, the ground being white, cream, pink-buff 
or pale greenish aud the marks consist of blotches, spots and 
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specks of reddish brown or grey-brown with secondary markings 
or neutral tint or pale lavender; generally they are distributed in 
a dense ring at the larger end and are sparse elsewhere but the 
distribution varies greatly. One hundred eggs average ^1*1 X 
16*4 mni.: maxima 250x17*0 and 22*1x18*0 mm.; mimima 
18*3 X 15*3 and 19*8 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. This handsome Shrike is resident throughout its range, 
but in the w inter wanders lower down the hills almost to the foot¬ 
hills and in summer is found up to 8,000 feet. Except during 
the early part of the breeding-season they are bold birds not 
shunning observation but at this particular time they are very 
shy and secretive. They keep to open country or thin forest and 
are common in the vicinity of villages and in the cultivation round 
them. Their song is sweet and full and they have a large variety 
of other notes, both harsh and musical. 


Lanius nigriceps. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Chestnut above less rich; base of tail 

with less white . L. n. mgriceps^ p. 292. 

B. Chestnut above much richer; base of 

tail more broadly w'hite . L, 7i.longicandatu8y\>. 294. 


(712) Lanius nigriceps nigriceps. 

The Indian Black-headed Shrike. 

Collurio nigriceps Frank., P. Z. S., 1831, p. 117 (Ganges, Calcutta, 
Benares). 

LanUts nigriceps. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 463. 

Vernacular names. Sahrih-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Whole upper part of head, cheeks and neck black ; 
upper back, shading from the black, ashy, this again merging 
into the light chestnut of the back, rump, scapulars and upper 
tail-coverts: tail tipped w ith pale dull chestnut, the two outer¬ 
most pairs nearly all of this colour with black shafts and more or 
less black shading on the inner webs ; wing-coverts blackish brow n, 
^’ith narrow rufous edges when quite fresh; primaries black with 
a rather small white patch at their bases; inner secondaries 
brow n with broad chestnut edges; chin, throat and breast w liite 
grading into fulvous-chestnut on the flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts ; under wing-coverts and axillaries wdiite with black 
bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; bill black in the 
breeding-season, but with horny-coluured base in winter ; legs and 
feet dark slaty-black or dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 88 to 99(1 specimen, Yunnan, 108)mm.; 
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tail 108 to 126 mm., rarely up to 110 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; 
culmen about 16 mm. (Sikkim) to 18 mm. (Yunnan). 

Young. Above fulvous-chestnut or chestnut-grey, each feather 
barred and edged with brown or black; below white washed with 
fulvous, well barred on the 6anks with brown and less strongly 
barred on the breast. Some birds are almost unmarked below, 
whilst others are barred throughout distinctly. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal East to Assam, 
N. Chin Hills, Kachin Hills, N. Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. The Indian Black-headed Shrike breeds in great 
numbers in the Hills of South Assam between 4,000 and 6,000 feet. 
In the Hills North ot' the Brahmaputra it is not nearly so common 
but ascends them up to 7,000 feet or perhaps even higher. It 
lays during April, May and June, sometimes having two broods. 
The nest is a very large compact cup made entirely of grass witli 
the white featliery ends attiiched and so placed that all these are 
on the outside, making the nest look like a huge white powder- 
puff. It is placed in any kind of bush or small tree but, generally, 
more or less in the open or on the outskirts of forest, never far 
inside heavy forest. Tlie eggs number four to six and range 
through an even greater variation than the Eed-backed Shrike. 
The ground-colour may be pink, cream, yellowish, buff, greyish 
or greyish green or clear pale green ; the markings consist of 
blotches and spots of reddish brown or light reddish on the 
pinker eggs or of grey-brown, greenish brown or purplish brown 
on the grey and green types, in each there being also a certain 
number of secondary markings of pale grey and neutral tint. In 
most eggs the markings form a ring at the larger end and are 
sparse elsewhere, but in some they are scattered all over the 
surface. Two hundred eggs average 23-()Xl7*y mm.: maxima 
26*2 X H) U and 24 0 x 19*2 mm.; minima 21*0 X 17 0 and 23*0 x 
16*5 mm. 

Habits. This fine Shrike is very common in the greater part of 
Assam wherever the country is at all open or wherever there is a 
certain amount of cultivation, even if this only means a few 
scattered fields of hill rice in among heavy forest. It is a bold 
fearless bird, in no way shunning observation and even breeding 
close to human habitations. It is, perhaps, the finest of all Indian 
songsters and, when the hen is sitting, the cock-bird will sing for 
a quarter of an hour at a stretch from some adjacent branch or 
post. The notes are very rich and full, w^onderfully modulated, 
and the song itself varied and sustained. 

It feeds principally on insects, especially grasshoppers, but does 
not disdain small birds and other prey, making a larder just as 
the English butcher-bird does but always at some distance from 
the nest. 

In Winter it is found all over the foot-hills and also in the 
plains for some distance from them. 
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(713) Lanius nigriceps longicaudatas. 

Tue Siam Black-headed Shrike. 

Lanius niyriveps subsp. loyiyieaudatus O.-Grant, Nov. Zool., ix, 
p. 480 (1902) (Bangkok, Siam). 

Vernacular names. Kone recorded. 

Description. Chestnut of the upper parts mucii richer than in 
the preceding bird ; the patch of white at the base of the tail 
u)uch larger and the tail itself generally longer. Otherwise 
similar to the typical form. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Black-headed Shrike. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 99 mm.; tail 130 to 155 mm.; 
tarsus about 29 mm.; culmen about 18 mm. 

Distribution. Central South Siam, Tenasserini and Peninsular 
Siam and Burma. Two specimens sent me taken near Amherst 
with the nest and eggs were both of this race with tails measuring 
140 and 144 mm. respectively. 

Kidification. Mr. E. G. Hartert took several nests of this 
Shrike in Siam, lie says, ‘^The usual nesting-site is a small tree 
or bush in scrub-jungle or, not infrequently, a solitary ‘Makam- 
tree{Piihecolohium dulce) o\\\ among the paddy-fields. The 
nest is built at 10 to 20 feet from the ground and is a deep cup- 
shaped structure, composed of grass-stems and fine creepers 
firmly packed together, with a neat lining of roots and grasses. 
May and June is the nesting-season.’’ The eggs, three to five in 
number, are indistinguishable from those of the last bird. Twenty- 
four eggs average 24*1 x 18*3 mm.: maxima 27‘6xl9’0 mm.; 
minima 20*3 x 17*0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Indian Black-headed Shrike, 
but it is found in the plains and low hills during the breeding- 
season as well as in Winter and appears to be rcMdent. According 
to Herbert and Williamson it is very common round about 
Bangkok. 

Lanins schach. 

Lanius schach Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758). 

Ty pe-locality: Ch i na. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper back more or less suffused with 

rufous. L. s. enjthronotus, p. 295. 

B. Upper back with no tinge of rufous .... L. s. caniceps, p. 29(). 

I retain Lanius teplironoius as a species. It has no white wing- 
8])eculum and has the tail always brown, not black. These two 
features are constantly present throughout all the races of schach 
from Europe to Formosa, and the absence of them in tephronotus 
seems to me of sufficient importance to warrant its specific 
separation. 




LANIUS. 


295 


(714) Lanius schach erythronotus. 

Tub Burous-BiLCKED Shhike. 

Collurio erythronotus Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 42 (Himalayas^ 
Lucknow), 

Lanius erythronotus. Blanf. &; Oates, i, p. 464. 

Vernacular names. Maltlya latora, Kagala latora (Hind.); 
Yerra lilinchi (Tel.). 

Description, Forehead, lores and a broad band tlirough the eyes 
and ear-coverts black ; crown, nape, neck, back and a few lesser 
wing-coverts clear light grey merging into rufous on the lower 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts and scapulars ; central two or three 
pairs of tail-feathers black tipped with rufous, outermost pair pale 
rufous-brown with broad rufous tips, remaining pairs intermediate 
in colour ; wing-coverts black, the greater very narrowly edged 
with rufous; quills black; the outer primaries narrowly edged 
with rufous and all but the first three with a broad white patch 
at the base ; inner secondaries broadly edged with rufous ; below 
white, the flanks, vent and under tail-coverts rufous ; the lower 
breast and sides of the abdomen are generally more or less washed 
with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black; young birds 
and males in AVinter have the base of the bill horny-brown; legs 
and feet brownish black. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 
91 to 97 mm.; tail 100 to 113 mm.; tarsus 28 to 30 mm.; 
culmen about 18 to 19 mm. 

Young. More rufescent throughout than the adults ; the whole 
of the upper parts bariMid with black or dark brown ; tlie under¬ 
parts fulvous, the breast and flanks with narrow wavy bars of 
bhick ; the wing-feathers are very bpldly edged with rufous and 
the black line through the eye is only faintly indicated. 

Nestling like the young bird but with no black eye-line and a 
faint whitish supercilium. 

The extent of rufous on the back varies considerably, and in 
specimens from the extreme North of India the whole of the 
back to the nape is sometimes strongly suffused with this colour, 
feirds from Central India, South Bombay and the Deccan are 
intermediate between this and the next race but, on the whole, 
nearer the Northern form. 

Distribution. From the extreme North of India as far South, 
about, as Surat on the West and thence in almost a semicircular 
line to the mouths of the Godavary River on the East. The birds 
in the Southern parts of the Central Provinces are of the next race, 
but those from the Northern Central Province are quite typical 
of this one, those in between being, as we should expect, inter¬ 
mediate in their characteristics. It occurs commonly throughout 
Sind in the West and as far East as Eastern Bengal, where. 
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however, it is rare. It ascends the Ilimalaj^as up to at least 
8,000 feet. 

Nidification. The Rufous-backed Shrike breeds and is resident 
throughout the area recorded above from the Plains up to about 
8,000 feet, its nest having been taken at this elevation near 
Gulmerg. The nest is a deep cup generally very compactly put 
together, but sometimes, for a Shrike’s nest, it is very loose and 
untidy. The materials used are twigs, roots, grass, scraps of wool 
and all sorts of oddments, the lining being of grass alone and it is 
placed in a high bush or in a tree between four feet and twenty feet 
from the ground. The eggs are like those of Lanins e, Jahtora^ but 
9 out of 10 have a clearer brighter ground-colour, whilst they are 
normally rather smaller. Eggs with a cream or pink ground, 
though not as rare as are red eggs of Z. e. lahtora^ are not 
common. Two hundred eggs average 23*7x18*1 mm.: maxima 
27*4x18*0 and 25*0x19*5 mm.; minima 21*3 x 18*0 and 24*0 x 
17*0 mm. 

The principal breeding months are April, May and June, but 
nests and eggs may be found any time from March to September, 
and many birds must rear two or even three broods. 

Habits. The Rufous-backed Shrike is not migratory in the true 
sense of the word, though it moves locally under stress of weather 
and food-conditions and, to some extent, vertically with the seasons. 
In its habits it is much like the Indian Grey Shrike but it is a 
much bolder bird, often having been known to attack small birds in 
cages as well as small birds and reptiles in a state of nature. Like 
all Shrikes, however, its principal food consists of large insects, 
such as beetles, locusts, grasshoppers, etc. It is said to have a 
harsh voice with no song worth the name but to be a good 
mimic. 


(715) Lanius schach caniceps. 

The Southekn Geey-backed Sheike. 

Lanins caniceps Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xv, p. .‘^02 (1840) (South India). 

Lanius erythronotus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 464 (part.). 

Vernacular names. (Same as for the last bird.) 

Description. Differs from the Northern Rufous-backed Shrike 
in having no trace of rufous on the upper back. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 95 mm.; tail 110 to 119 mm.; 
tarsus 28 to 29 mm.; culinen 18 to 19 mm. 

Tonng birds and Nestlings are not separable from those of 
the last bird but are generally less rufous. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India as far North as Bombay 
and Poona in the West and the mouths of the Godavary River 
on the East. Over a very large area in Central India the birds 
are intermediate between the two races, varying very much 
individually. 
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Nidification. Similar to that of the last bird. The breeding- 
season in Ceylon seems to be February and March, in Travancore 
March and April, and in the Deccan May, June and July, but eggs 
may also be found in many other months. The eggs are in no 
way distinguishable from those of the Northern form, though red 
eggs seem to be most exceptional and 1 have seen none such. 
One hundred eggs average 22*6 x 18*0 mm.: maxima 24*9 x 
19*2 ram.; minima 20*0 X 18*1 and 20*6 x 16*8. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the preceding bird. 

(716) Lanius tephronotus. 

Tue Grey-backed Shrike. 

Collurio tephronotus Vigors, P. Z. S., 18ol, p. 43 (llirfialayas, 
Gyaiitse, Tibet). 

LaniurS tephronotus. Planf. & Oates, i, p. 4(35. 

Vernacular names. Bhadraya (Nep. Hills); Bayalia-tentha 
<Nep. Plains); SaJn'ik-pho (Lepcha); Totem (Ilhut.); Dre-dre 
(Tibet). 

Description. Similar to L. s. caaiceps but a very much darker 
grey, this colour extending on to the rump and lesser wing-coverts; 
the central tail-feathers are chestnut-brown, not black, slightly 
darker only than the lateral ones; there is no wing-speculum 
of white and the rufous edges to coverts and quills are more 
pronounced ; below there is generally much more rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. The same as in Lanius schach. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 106mm.; tail 100 to 117 mm.; 
tarsus about 28 to 20 mni.; culmen about 17 ram. 

Nestling not distinguishable from that of L, schach. 

Young like that of the Rufous-backed Shrike but with no wing- 
speculum and a chestuut-browii tail. 

Distribution. Gilgit, Northern Kashmir, Ladak and the 
greater part of Tibet to Western China; in Winter extending in 
India into the Punjab, United Provinces, Bel>ar, Bengal and over 
the greater part of Burma as far South as Pakjan. 

Nidiffcation. The Grey-backed Shrike breeds in very great 
numbers in all the higiier plateaus in Tibet from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet. It makes a typical Shrike-like nest, a massive cup 
of fine twigs, grass, leaves and roots, nearly always mixed with 
wool and hair. It is generally lined with grass only but 
sometimes with wool or with wool and hair mixed. Almost any 
kind of site seems to satisfy this Shrike provided it is not too high. 
Some nests are placed low dow*n in small thorny bushes within a 
foot of the ground, others in willow’s or small trees up to 20 feet 
high. The eggs number three to six, the number varying according 
to the year ami possibly according to the food-supply. In some 
seasons three or four seems the normal clutch and the birds 
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themselves are comparatively scarce, in other years the birds 
swarm and clutches of six are quite common. The eggs are like 
those of Lanius scJiacJi but, as a whole, very dull-coloured, and I 
have only seen one egg of the pink type. Two hundred eggs 
average 24*9x18-7 mm.: maxima 27*3x19-3 mm.; minima 
22-Ox 18-5 and 26*0x 17*1 mm. The breeding-season lasts from 
May into August. 

Habits. The Grey-backed Shrike is a bird of very great 
altitudes wandering up to 16,000 feet in Summer, whilst even in 
Winter many birds remain at 9,000 and 10,000 feet, though the 
great majority migrate down to the lower and foot hills or into 
the Plains themselves. As usual, the young migrate farthest 
afield and those found far South are nearly always immature. 
In their general habits they are like the rest of the genus but 
there is nothing on record about their song. 

(717) Lanins collurio. 

The Reb-backei) Shrike. 

Lanius collurio Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758) (Europe, Sweden) ; 
lllanf. & Oates, i, p. 406. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, lores and a line through the eye and 
ear-coverts black ; above the back a faint line of white; crown, 
nape and neck clear grey; back, scapulars and wing-coverts dull 
chestnut to dull maroon ; rump and upper tail-coverts grey, 
sometimes slightly tinged with rufous ; central tail-feathers dark 
reddish brown to black, the lateral feathers white with a large 
patch of brown near the tip ; concealed portions of wing-coverts 
brown ; quills brown, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries 
broadly edged with rufous ; lower plumage rosy-white, the chin, 
throat and under tail-coverts white and often without any rosy 
tint. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 98 mm.; tail 74 to 80 mm.; 
tarsus 23 to 25 mm.; culmen 14 to 17 mm. 

Nestling. Above grey or rufous-grey barred with black ; below 
dull fulvous, mottled or squainaied with dark brown. 

Young bird like the adult but the breast and flanks squamated 
with narrow black crescentic bars. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Europe and Western 
Asia to Trans-Caspia and Persia and in AVinter South to North 
Africa, Arabia and North-AVest India. 

Nidification. Breeds during June and the last few days of 
May, second broods being found in July. The lied-backed 
Shrike makes a deep compact cup-shaped nest of grass, roots, 
small twigs etc., whicn it places in bushes, hedges or thorn-trees 
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at any height from three to twenty feet from the ground. The 
eggs number four to six or, rarely, eight and vary greatly in 
colour. Tl»e ground is white, pink, cream or some shade of 
yellow, buff or green and the markings consist of spots or 
blotches of various shades of red or brown, the ground-colour 
dominating their general tint. Three hundred and sixty eggs 
average 22-1 x 16*4 mm.: maxima 25*0 x 1 6*0 and 22*6 X 18*3 mm.; 
minima 18*3 X 15*0 and 22*2 x 14 0 mm. {^Hartert). 

Habits. This Shrike only wanders into Indian limits as the 
rarest of stragglers. Col. Butler obtained in at Deesa in Guzerat 
and Scully recorded it as occurring in Gilgit during migration. 
Since then Ticehurst has recorded several specimens from Sind, 
and he seems to think it is a regular visitor on the autumn 
migrations. 


Lanius senator. 

Lanitis senator Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758). 

Type-locality: lihine. 

(718) Lanius senator niloticus. 

The Eastern WoonciiAT-SuRiKE. 

JSnnenctomis niloticus Bonpte., Lev. Zuol., 1858, p. 489 (the Whit© 

Nile). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and feathers next tlie nostrils white; broad 
forehead and a line through the eyes and ear-coverts, extending 
down the sides of the neck, black ; anterior crown, nape and 
hind neck bright chestnut; back black shading into grey on the 
rump; upper tail-coverts white; tail black with white bases and 
tips to each feather, the white increasing laterally until the 
outermost feather is all whit© with a black patch on the inner 
web ; scapulars white; wiiig-feathers black with a broad white 
patch at the base of all the primaries; inner secondaries edged with 
whitish ; below white, sometimes waslied with fulvous but never 
strongly. This form differs from the Western Woodchat in 
having the white bases to the feathers much broader. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; legs and feet horny- 
brown to blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm. ; wing 96 to 
104 mm.; tail 71 to 83 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmeii 14 to 
15 mm. 

Young. Pale grey above, barred throughout with dark brown; 
below white, very faintly barred on breast and flanks with wavy 
lines of brown ; wing-feathers broadly edged with rufous-white ; 
inner secondaries and scapulars mottled and barred with pale 
rufous and white ; tail like that of the adult. 
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Nestling like the young bird but more definitely barred below. 

Distribution. Breeding in Persia and Palestine and in Winter 
South to N.E. Africa, Arabia and very doubtfully to India. 
Ticehurst. has recorded that the specimen said by Murray to have 
come from Daolutpur, in Sind, was really sent him by Camming 
from Fao. It is, however, certain to be obtained at odd times on 
the Afghan-Baluchistan frontier and a specimen sent to me from 
Quetta for identitication was undoubtedly this bird. 

Nidification. The Eastern Woodchat breeds in some numbers 
in the hills of Palestine during May and June and in Meso¬ 
potamia and Persia in April and May. In the first-named country 
it builds in olive-groves, placing its nest in these trees between three 
feet and twenty feet from the ground. The nest is a compact 
massive cup made almost entirely of flowering weeds, the flowering 
ends placed outside so that the nest is very conspicuous. The 
eggs number four to six and are replicas of those of the Red- 
backed Shrike but average rather duller, whilst the pink or cream 
type is exceptional. Forty eggs average 22’H x 16 8mni.: maxima 
25*0 X T8’0 and 24*8 x 181 mm.; minima 21*3 x 16*1 and 22*8 x 
15*5 mm. 

Habits. This Shrike seems to prefer very open country without 
forest but with asufticiency of bushes and orchards. It frequents 
the more barren and stony hill-sides in the .ludaean Hills and 
similar country in Persia and Mesopotamia, not being found, 
except as a Winter visitor, in the open plains of the latter country. 
It is not shy and is said to have a rather sweet song, though its 
ordinary notes are harsh and discordant. 


Lanins cristatus. 


Key to Subspecies, 


A. No white patch on the primaries. 

a. Crown of head practically the same 

colour as the back. 

a', A white supercilium and forehead. 
h\ No supercilium or if present very 
slight and fulvous .. 

b. Crown of head grey . 

B. A small white patch at the base of the 

primaries. 


L, c. cristatus, p. 300. 


L. c. isahellinus, p. 302. 

L, a, lucionensis, p. 302. 

L, c. pha nicuroides, p. 303. 


(719) Lanins cristatus cristatus. 

Thb Bkown Sheike. 

Lanius crislaltut Linn., S. N., cd. x, p. 93 (1758) (Bengal); Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 408. 

Vernacular names. Kdlhdte (Beng.); Ker-khelta (Hind.); 
Baite-gada, Batie-lcirxti-gada (Tel.); Hnet-beloo (Burm.). 
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Description. Forehead and a well-defined supercilium white; 
lores and a line through the ear-coverts black ; upper plumage 
and wing-coverts brown, strongly tinged throughout with Indian 
red and still purer red on the crown; upper tail-coverts tinged 
with rufous; tail rufous-brown, obsoletely cross-barred with 
brown and tipped paler; wing-coverts and quills brownish black 
margined with rufous-fulvous ; chin, throat and cheeks white; 
remainder of lower plumage bright pale fulvous, xuchest on the 
flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill bluish horny, 
browner on the terminal half and dark at the tip; legs slaty- 
brown, claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 83 to 
91 min.; tail 75 to 87 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen about 
15 mm. 

Young birds are barred with black on the upper parts ; the 
rufous margins to the ing-feathers are very broad ; the sides 
of the neck, the flanks and breast are also squamated with 
narrow^ black crescentic bars. 

Nestling like the young bird but even more boldly barred with 
black. 

Distribution. In Summer throughout Siberia from Lake Baikal 
to Kamchatka and possibly the Hills of Northern China. In 
winter it is found practically throughout Northern India as far 
South as Mt. Abu on the West and Orissa on the East. It is 
found over all the Indo-Chinese countries and South China. A 
few birds are resident in the Eastern Himalayas. 

Nidification. Taczanowski describes the nest and eggs taken 
by him as similar to those of L, coUurio, I took a good many nests 
in the North Cachar Hills and these were all massive but not 
very deep cups of grass, roots and weed-stems, lined with grass.. 
In nearly every instance they were placed in small trees on the 
outskirts of forest and not on trees and bushes in the open. The 
eggs are exactly like those of Lanius n, nicjriceps but considerably 
smaller, though the nests of the two species are so unlike one 
another. Fifty eggs average 21*8 x lfi‘9 mm.: maxima 23*8 x 
17*1 and 23*6 x 18*0 mm.; minima 20*0 X 17*0 and 22*0 x 
16*2 mm. The breeding-season is from the end of April to the 
end of June. 

Habits. The Brown Shrike is much more a bird of well-wooded 
tracts than are most species of this genus and is often found in 
light forest and tliQ outskirts of evergreen forest when in India. 
In its Northern habitat it is said to frequent marshes and bush- 
covered plains near water but not to enter tiie surrounding 
forests. It is an active, quicker Shrike in its movements than its 
larger relations and will occasionally seize an insect on the wing 
as a Flycatcher does. 
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(720) Lanius cristatus lucionensis. 

The Philippine Shrike. 

Lanim lucimienais Linn., S. N., ed. xii, p. 135 (1766/ (Luzon); 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 460, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Brown Shrike in having the 
whole anterior crown grey and the posterior crown grey shading 
into the red of the back; the under surface is generally a darker 
fulvous, though this varies greatly. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Brown Shrike. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 92 mm.; tail 77 to 89 mm. ; 
tarsus about 24 to 25 mm.; culinen about 15 mm. 

Young and Nestlings may at all stages be separated from 
Z. c, a-istatus by the greyer head. 

Distribution. Summer, Eastern Siberia and Eastern China, 
Corea and Manchuria. Winter, South China, Burma, Indo- 
Chinese countries, Philippines, Malay Peninsula, Andamans, 
Nicobars, etc. 

Nidiffcation. Mr. J. D. La Touche took many nests of this 
Shrike both at Chinkiang and in N.E. Chihli. He describes 
them as “ large stout cups composed of downy grass tops, feathers, 
twigs, grass-stems and, in two cases, to a great extent, of 
pheasants^ feathers, said to have been all placed in trees at some 
distance from the ground.” The breeding-season is June and 
July. Four seems to be the maximum number laid, and generally 
only three. They are like small, pale and rather grey types of 
eggs of the Red-backed Shrike but show much less variation in 
tint of ground-colour than is usual in Shrikes’ eggs, this being 
almost invariably a very pale yellowish or greenish white. Fifty 
eggs average 20’0 x 16*4 : maxima 23*6 X 17'8 mm. ; minima 20*8 x 
17*2 and 22*4 x 16*0 ram. 

Habits. They are, according to La Touche, very voracious birds 
and he says he has seen them with a locust held in each foot 
and one in the bill. He succeeded in rearing young birds in 
captivity, the young male uttering a very sweet song before it 
was a year old. 

(721) Lanins cristatns isabellinus. 

The Pale Bbowh Shrike. 

Lanius isabellinus Hempr. & Ehr., Symb. Phys., Aves, foU e, note 
(1829) (Kampada, Arabia) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 467. 

VemacTilar names. None recorded. 

Description. Above like Z. c. cristatuBy but much paler; no grey 
on forehead and supercilium absent or, if present, very small and 
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fulvous in colour; below rosy-buff from chin to under tail-coverts, 
albescent on the middle of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black in the 
breeding-season, dark horny with paler, more fleshy, base and 
gonys in the winter; legs and feet horny- to slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 94 mm.; tail 64 to 79 ram.., 82 
in one specimen; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen 14 to 15 ram. 

Nestling and Young like those of the Brown Shrike but raucli 
paler, the rosy tint of the lower parts is not visible in the young. 

Distribution. Mongolian and Daurian Steppes to East 
Turkestan. In Winter South to Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
North-West India, Arabia and North-East Africa. 

Nidiflcation. The Pale Brown Shrike breeds in the mountains 
of Turkestan and Russian collectors have taken numerous nests. 
These are described as typical Shrikes’ nests, deep cups made of 
grass and twigs and lined with grass or vegetable dowm. The 
nests are usually placed in bushes and often quite low* down. 
The eggs, which number four to six, are like those of the Red- 
backed Shrike, but smaller and the pink or cream type seems to 
predominate. Forty eggs average 23*5x 16*8 mm.: maxima 
241x17*2 and 24*0x17*3 mm.; minima 21*0x16*9 and 
22*4 X 16*0 mm. 

Habits. This is a Shrike of sandy and stony desert places with 
scanty grass and scrub cover. Its habits generally are those of 
the genus and call for no special remark. 


(722) Lanius cristatus phoBnicuroides. 

The Rufous Shiiike. 

Lajiius phamicuroides Severtz., J. f. O., 1873, p. 347 (Tashkent); 

Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 468. 

Vernacular names. Lai lahtora (Quetta). 

Description. Similar to the Pale Brown Shrike but darker 
above, with more black on the lores and ear-coverts and with 
some signs always of a white supercilium often extending on to 
the forehead ; below it has the same rosy tinge as in the Pale- 
brown Shrike but is much more white; there is always a small 
patch of white at the base of the primaries. 

Colours of soft parts as L, c, isabeUinus, 

Measurements. Wiug 90 to 96 mm.; tail 72 to 82 mm.; 
tarsus about 25 mm.; culmeii about 15 mm. 

Nestlings and Young not separable from those of the preceding 
race. 

Distribution. Breeding in Trans - Caspia, West Turkestan, 
South-West and East Persia, Baluchistan and Afghanistan. In 
Winter it wanders South and is possibly more often found in 
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India than is recognised at present. I have seen specimens from 
Sind, Punjab and one from'Cachar. 

Nididcation. General Betbam found this Slirike breeding in 
considerable numbers round about Quetta, between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet in May and June. The nests are said to be “ massive 
cup-like structures of the usual Shrike-type built of grass and all 
sorts of oddments, generally lined with some soft material, such 
as seed-down or wool and the bird has a penchant for adding 
scraps of cloth whenever these are available. They are nearly 
always placed in low thorny bushes and, though easily found, are 
bard to get at. Sometimes they are placed in road-side trees 
between six and fourteen feet.” The eggs number four to six and 
are like those of Zanius cdlutno but smaller. They are bright 
dean-coloured eggs and the cream and pink types greatly 
predominate. Sixty eggs average 22*1x17*4 mm.: maxima 
24*0 X 17*0 and 23*2 x 17*2 mm.; minima 21*0 x 17*0 and 21*3 x 
15*9 mm. 

Habits. The Eufous Shrike frequents open stony ground 
where there are scattered thorn-bushes. Geiieral Betham says 
that its habits are quite typical of the genus : it is geimrally seen 
perched up on some high thorn-bush, whence it pounces down 
on passing insects. It feeds principally on grasshoppers and 
locusts but eats any kind of insect and also small birds, lizards, 
etc. Its ordinary notes are harsh and unpleasant but its song 
very sweet and full. 


(723) Lanius tigrinus. 

The Thick-billed Shrike. 

Lanius tigrinus Brapiez, Diet. Class. Hist. Nat., xii, p. 523 (1828) 
(Java); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 470. 

Vernacular names. Mozv. (Japan). 

Description. Forehead, lores, round the eyes and ear-coverts 
black ; crown, nape, neck and upper back dark grey; lower back, 
scapulars, wing-coverts, rump and upper tail-coverts clmstnut 
barred with black; tail reddish brown, obsoletely barred with 
darker and ail but the central feathers tipped with white, preceded 
by a narrow irregular mark of blackish; below wliite; the 
posterior flanks barred brown and dull chestnut; the thighs barred 
black and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; edges of eyelids black ; more 
or less of both mandibles pale plumbeous or pale dull blue ; legs 
and feet pale plumbeous blue, lavender-blue, sometimes almost 
sinalt-blue {Hume and Davison), 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 81 to 
85 mm.; tail 65 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culinen about 
15 mm. 
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Toung. Whole upper surface dull chestnut barred throughout 
with black ; eye-streak absent or very small; below white, the 
breast and flanks squainated narrowly with blackish and tinged 
with cream. 

Distribution. From Ussuri to Korea, Northern China, Japan. 
Ill Winter to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and Siam, 
Tenasseriin, Malay Peninsula and Sumatra. 

Nidification. Tlie Thick-billed Shrike breeds in some numbers 
in Japan, where Alan Owston’s collectors found their nests both on 
Mt. Fuji and also in Shensn. The nests are described as the 
usual deep cups made of very niisc^^llaneous articles but chiefly 
of grass and small twigs and they appear to be most often placed 
in low cherry and other fruit-trees in gardens and orchards. The 
eggs number four to six and are like those of Lanius collurio^ the 
pink type being more numerous than the others. As a series they 
are bright, richly coloured eggs with bold markings. Fifty eggs 
average 22*2 x 16*7 mm.: maxima 24*1 X 17*2 and 22*0 x 17*8 mm.; 
minima 21*2 X 16*7 and 22*4 x 15*3 min. 

They breed during May and June. 

Habits. Those of the genus but this Shrike prefers well-wooded 
though open country and is not a frequenter of the deserts and 
more arid stony hills. It is often found round about villages and 
cultivation. Alan Owston recorded it as very rarely breeding in 
Japan except in certain years, when it was, on the contrary, very 
numerous during the Summer, especially frequenting orchards. It 
has a sweet and powerful song. 


Genus HEMIPUS. 

Hemipm Hodg^., P. Z. 8., 1845, p. 32. 

Type, II, capitalist 

The genus Ilemipas contains two Indo-Malayan species which 
are found within tiie area of this work. , 

In Ilemipa^ the sexes differ in colour. The bill is about half 
the lengtii of the head, very much depressed and rather wide and 
tlie nostrils are nearly hidden by hairs; the wing is fairly long 
and pointed and the tail-feathers graduated. 

Kep to Species. 

A. Tail black with white tips to lateral fea¬ 
thers and n white wing-bar . Il.picatu^^^ p. 305. 

It. Tail and wings with no white tips or bars. If. hmnulinaceu.^y p. 308. 


Hemipus picatas. 


Kef/ to Suhspecies, 

A. Head black . 

a. ttack black like the head . 

b. Back brown, contrasting with head, . . . 

B. Head brown .. . \ 


H. p. pica/us. <5*, p. 300. 
JI. p. capital is, <5, p. .307. 
H. p. picatas, J , p. 30<3. 
//. p. capital is, J, p. 307. 
X 
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( 724 ) Hemipus picatns picatns. 

Tiir Bl\ck-iiackki> Pied Suiiike, 

Mascicapa picata Svkep, Z. S., p. K'j (Deccnn). 
llemipm picatns. lilaiif. vK: Oates, i, p. 471. 

Vernacular names. Choto kala Latora (Hind.). 

Description. —Adult male. Whole upper plumage glossy black, 
the feathers of the lower back narrowly and those of the rump 
broadly edged with white, making a white band above the tail- 
coverts ; the lateral tail-feathers tipped with vt bite, this increasing 
in width to the outermost; wing-feathers black, the median coverts 
and the inner secondaries broadly edged with white /md the 
innermost greater coverts white also on the inner webs; chin, 
cheeks and sides of neck, running up in a semi-collar, white; 
remainder of lower plmnage dull vinaceous brow n. 

Golonrs of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet plumbeous brown, the claws almost black. 



Measurements. Total length about 140 min. ; wing 50 to 
64 mm.; tail 51 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 13 min.; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage dark brown instead of black; 
tail as iu the male, ^ 

Nestling brown above, barred with rufous and black ; below 
fulvous gquamated with brown. 

Distribution. Ceylon, Soutli - Western India from Cape 
Comorin to Bombay; Nilgiris and hills of Mysore, Deccan, 
Bengal, Behar, Tippera, Chittagong, practically the'whole of 
Burma except the extreme >i'orth, Malay States, Borneo, Java 
and Sumatra. Of the Aiinaiii birds some are of this and some of 
tlie next race. 

Nidification. The Black-bac-ked Pied Shrike breeds in March, 
April and May in the Western Ghats, wdiere nests were obtained' 
by Messrs. J, Davidson and T. It. Bell, some of which have been 
sent to me. The nests are small sliallow saucers made of roots 
line twigs and perhaps a scrap or two of grass, liclien or moss all 
neatly and strongly fasleind together with cobwebs. Nearly all 
the nests are built in cotton-trees, generally about ten or twelve 
feet from the ground but sometimes as high as 30 feet up and 
though the trees are leafless, they are very bard to siiot as they 
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are built on the upper surface of one of the outer branches. 
Even when found they are sometimes almost impossible to got at. 
The eggs number two or three only; the ground-colour is a pale 
greenish white and they are thickly and boldly blotched with inky- 
black and with underlying marks of grey. They measure about 
15*0 X 12*5 inm. 

Habits. This little Shrike is curiously like a Flycatcher in its 
ways, catching insects on the wing in little sallies from a branch 
or post but occasionally seizing them on the ground in the usual 
Shrike-like manner. It frequents both tall tree-lorest and mixed 
scrub and small tree-cover, often little more than thin bush- 
jungle. In the non-breeding season it is found in quite open 
country and even in gardens and village cultivation. 


(725) Hemipus picatus capitalis. 

The Brown-back ED Pied Shrike. 

Musckapa capiialis McClelland, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 157 (Assam); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 472. 

Vernacular names, Vipnm-jiho (Lcpi ha). 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to H, p, picatus^ but with 
the back, rump and scapulars brown instead of black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 67 mm.; tail 52 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus 13 to 14 mni.; culmeii about 11 mm. 

Female, Young and Nestling not distinguishable from 
//. p. picaUis. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Kuinaou to East A^sam, North and 
South of tlie Brahinaputi’u, Manipur and Northern Chin Hills, 
North Each in Hills, North and South Shan States, Yunnan, 
Annnni, Cochin China and Yuen Chang in China. 

Although the very great majority of //. picatus and H, p. 
capitalis are coiilined to the localities noted against their respective 
distributions, there are curious occurrences of each in the other’s 
habitat. Thus tliere are j^rfectly typical specimens of jjicatus 
from Darjeeling and Mount Victoria in the Chin Hills and an 
equally typical specimen of capitalis from Malabar. These may 
be wanderers fr<»iu their own areas but are more likely to be 
aberrant specimens. 

Nidihcation. Itreeds in tlie Himalayas between 3,000 and 
7,000 feet in lorest, making a nest exactly like that of the Black- 
backed Pied Shrike. The eggs two or three in number, generally 
the latter, are of two tyjies, one pale greenish white marked with 
blackish like the eggs of the last bird, the second pinkish white 
marked in Hie same manner but with primary markings of brick- 
red and with stcondary blotches of lavender and neutral tint. 
Occasionally the eggs are but sparsely marked or the noruial 
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blotches are reduced to fine specks. They measure about 
16*3x13*0 mm.; maxima 17*2x13*3 and 15*0x13*7 mm.; 
minima 15*0X 13-0 and 16*0x12*4 mm. The breeding-season is 
from April to June. 

Habits. Those of the last bird, but this race keeps more ex¬ 
clusively to fairly heavy forest during the breeding-season. In 
winter it is found in the foot-hills of Assam as well as in the 
plains in their immediate vicinity. 

(726) Hemipus hirundinaceus. 

The Malay Pied Shrike. 

yimcica^m hirundtnaceits Temm., PI. Col., iii, p. 51 (18'J1) (Java). 

Heinipus ohscitrus, Jllanf. & Oates, i, p. 473. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage, wings and 
tail glossy black ; the feathers of the rump with broad pure white 
edges, making a broad band across this part; below white, the 
breast and flanks vinous grey ; the outermost tail-feather is edged 
with white all round ; shoulder of wing, axillariesand under wing- 
coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 62 to 
67 mm.; tail 50 to 53 mm.; tarsus 13 mm.; culinen 13 to 
14 mni. 

Female. Black of upper plumage replaced by dark brown, 
otherwise as in the male. 

Distribution. The extreme South of the Malay Peninsula to 
Peninsular Burma and Siam. Once in the North Cachar Hills in 
Assam. 

Nidification. A nest brought to me by a Naga in Laisang in 
1888 was a typical Hemipus nest, a shallow cup of fine grasses 
bound togetlier with cobwebs and placed in a small branch of a 
tree in evergreen forest about six feet from the ground. The eggs 
were not Hemipus eggs and 1 do not therefore describe them, 
though the male bird was brought in still hanging from the noose 
set on the nest and the female was caught immediately after, 
both specimens being now in the Museum in Sophia. 

Habits apparently differing in no way from those of others of 
the genus. 


Genus TEPHKODORNIS, 

TephrodornisHvffimmWy Faun. Bor.-Amer., Birds, App. p. 482 (1831). 
Type, T, vir*jaia. 

In the genus Tephrodornia the hill is very strong and about 
three-quarters the length of the head, strongly hooked and 



TlCPltRODOltXie. 


30 ^ 


notched; the nasal bristles or hairs are very numerous and 
entirely conceal the nostrils ; the wing is rather rounded and the 
tail is short and square; the feet are much more feeble than in 
Lanms; the feathers of the rump are exceedingly ample, but 
they are soft and not spinous as in Mm Pericrocotidcp., In our 
two Indian species one has the sexes alike and in the other they 
differ slightly. 


Key to ^Syecies. 

A. Outer tail-feathers brown tipped with 

rufous; wing over 100 mm. 7\ pelvica, p. 309. 

Jl. Outer tail-feathers largely white; wing 

under 100 nmi. T. 2fon(iicevianay\t, 312l 

Tephrodomis pelvica. 

Key to Snfispecies. 

A. Crown and nap(; ashy-grey ; upper hack 

asliy-brown.". T. p, 2>eh tca, p. 309. 

B. (’rown and nape dark bluish-ashy, not 

differing markedly from the upper back . . T. sylvicola^ p. 31K 

(727) Tephrodomis pelvica pelvica. 

The Nepal Wood-Suuike. 

Tentheca pelvica llodgs., Ind, Bev., i, p. 477 (1837) (Nepal). 
TephrtHlornU pelcicu*. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 473. 

Vernacular names. VohphjH (Mikir); Ramnun-jyJio or Rahnion- 
2 J>ho (Lej)cha). 



Fig. 48 -Head of 7 \ p , pelvica . 


Description. Lores and a line through the eye to behind the 
ear-coverts black ; crown and nape ashy-grey, changing to ashy- 
brown on the back, wings and tail; rump whitish, barred with 
black and asliy-brown ; tiie shorter tail-coverts white, the longer 
ashy-brown barred with black; hiil ashy-brown, tipped narrowly, 
with pale rufous and subtipped blackish ; most of the coverts and 
inner wing-quills tipped paler; chin, throat and breast pale ashy- 
fawn, fading to white on the centre of the abdomen* and ear- 
coverts. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris bright golden-yellow ; edge of the 
eyelids plumbeous-blue; bill black; legs and feet bluish plumbeous 
to dark plumbeous-browu. 

'Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 110 to 120 
mm.; tail 82 to 90 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 21 inm.; culmeu 
about 20 mm. 

Female. Like the male, but with the head the same colour as 
the back and the eye-band brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris glaucous blue to yellowisli brown ; 
bill brown, the base and gonys pale yellowish horny; feet du!l 
plumbeous. Very old females sometimes attain a wholly black 
bill. 

Young like the female but barred everywliere above with 
blackislj, the wiug-featliers edged with fulvous and the inner 
quills barred with dark brown ; the head and neck are spotted 
with white and there are a few similar wliite spots on the 
back. 

The iris is a dull grey-blue. 

Distribution- Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam, 
practically the whole of Burma in suitable localities ; the Northern 
parts of the Malay Peninsula; Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
Cochin China. In the South of the Malay States it is replaced by 

p, f/ularis^ a race very closely allied to T, p. si/lvIcoJu. 

Nidification. In the Hills South of the Brahmaputra this 
Shrike breeds in A[)ril and May in dense forests of evergreen. 
The nest is a shallow cradle of roots, tine twigs and tendrils 
fasteiied together with cobwebs and decorated with lichen and 
scraj)s of moss; the lining consists of a few tine roots only. It 
is not ill the least like that described in * Xests and Eggs,^ which 
was assuredly a Shrike’s nest, but is like that of llnnipus or 
Te/fhrodornis poncficeriaua. The site selected seems to be always 
one close to some tiny stream and the nest is placed in a horizontal 
fork or on the upper surface of a branch five to ten feet from the 
ground. The eggs number two or three and in cbaracler are like 
large Minivets’, though of two types. One has th‘" ground-colour 
white, faintly tinged with green or huff, the markings consisting 
of numerous large spots and small blotches of vandyke-brown 
with secondary spots of neutral tint. The second type has the 
markings more longitudinal and so numerous as to run into 
one another as in the eggs of Pericrocofus enfth'o])yffius. In 
sha|>e they are broad ovals and they measure about 22*0 x 
17*8 mm. 

Habits. In the non-hreeding season the Wood-Shrike keeps in 
small docks consisting of the parent birds and their last brood, 
two families sometimes joining forces. They are excessively 
noisy birds, constantly calling and chattering to one another 
exactly as do birds of the genus Gampsorhynchus and they have, 
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tilso, the habit of playing at follow-ray-leader from one branch to 
iinotherin the bamboo or other thin jungle which tliey frequent, by 
preference, at this season. They feed both on treesand bushes, and 
occasionally on the ground but they never perch like Shrikes on a 
look-out point of vantage and seize passing insects, always hunting 
for them among the living foliage or fallen leaves. In VV'inter they 
are most common from the foot-hills up to about 2,000 feet, in 
Summer ascending some 2,000 feet higher and breeding only in 
the deepest forests, i hav^e never heard them utter anything one 
could call a song. 


(72S) Tephrodornis pelvica sylvicola. 

The Malabab Wood-Siiuike. 

Ttphvodoniia .' if/lnicola Jerdon, Madr. Joiirn. L. S., x, p. 236 (1830) 
(Maliibjtr (’oast ); Blanf. iV: Crates, i, p. 474. 

Vernacular names. Pharl latora (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from the male T. p, pelvica 
in being dark bluish ashy on the crown, changing to dark ashy- 
brown on t he other upper parts ; below it is also much darker 
vinous ashy on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris oil-yeliow to briglit golden-yellow ; 
bill black; legs and feet dark plumbeous or bluish plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing ill to 119 mm.; tail 76 to 85 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 imn.; culmeu about 20 mm. 

Female, lJ[)per parts dark brown, the head and back con- 
colorous; the eye-band brown and the breast fulvous ashy or 
brownish asl»y. 

Colours of soft parts, iris dull pale blue-grey ; bill brown ; 
legs and feet dark j)luiubeous. 

Distribution, 'fhe West Coast of India from the extreme South 
almost to Bombay City, Nilgiris and adjoining Hills, Xelliampathy 
Hills etc. up to n(‘arly 6,000 feet, 

Nidification. The .Malabar Wood-Shrike breeds from ^larch to 
June, during which months nests with eggs have been found by 
Messrs. Bell and Davidson (Bombay Pres.), Kinlocli (Nelliampathy 
Hills), and Mr. J. Stewart (Travancore). The nestis exactly like 
that of 1\ p, pelvica and is apparently always placed in a tree in 
thick forest, often in one growing in a densely wooded nivine 
running through lighter forest. The eggs seem invariably to be 
two only, and are like the first type described as those of the 
preceding race. They measure about 22*0 xl81 mm. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the Nepal Wood-Shrike, 
but unlike that bird they prefer dense forest to bamboo-jungle and 
light scrub, even in Winter. 
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Tephrodornis pondiceriana. 

Ke^f to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage ashy-brown. 

a. Darker, hues anil eye-streak dark 

. T. p. pond tee nana. p. ol/. 

b. Paler, lores and eye-streak pale brown. T. p. pnlltday p. ^114. 

B. Upper plumage ashy-grey. T.p, p. Ill4. 

(729) Tephrodornis pondiceriana pondiceriana. 

The Indian Common Wood-Siibike. 

Mmcicapa pondiceriana Gmel., S. N., i, p. 939 (1789) (Pondicherry, 
Coromandel Coa^t) 

Tephrodornis pondicerianus. Blanf. &; Oates, i, ]). 473 (pjirt.). 

Vernacular names. Tarti tuya (U.P.); Chu-duHa (Beiig.). 

Description.—Adult male. A supercilium from the front of the 
eye, very broad posteriorly, white; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts 
blackish brown ; upper plumage and visible portions of wings ashy- 
brown ; a white band across the rump formed by the ti|>s of the 
feathers of this part; upper tail-coverts black; tail dark brown, 
the two outermost pairs of feathers white except for a patch of 
brown at the extreme base and a similar small one near the tip, the 
remaining lateral feathers edged with white ; lower plumage ashy- 
grey, almost white on the chin, throat, abdomen and vent and quite 
so on the lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown, dull olive-green or 
light greenish brown ; eyelids plumbeous; bill horny-brown to 
dark horny-brown, mouth and corner of commissure fleshy-yellow ; 
legs and feet dark plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm. ; wing 83 
to 91 mm.; tail 61 to 67 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 
about 17 mm. 

Female similar to the male but with the eye-streak paler. 

Kestli^ brown, spotted above with fulvous-white, with 
edges faintly darker than the .surrounding brown ; wing-coverts 
boldly tipped with white, the greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries with longitudinal black submargins and streaks; 
l)elow fulvous-white wdth brown spots, most numerous on the 
breast. 

Distribution. All India, except the parts inhabited by the next 
two races ; Burma, South to Tenasaerim, where it is rare, Siam, 
Annam. 

^ Nidificat'ou. The Common Wood-Shrike breeds on the AVest 
Coast of India from March to June and in the North-East 
portion of its habitat from May to July but in those parts of the 
country where it is very common, as in Poona, nests may be found 
in almost any month from February to September. It makes a 
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small very compact cup-shaped nest, sometimes rather flat and 
shallow, ot‘ fine stems of weeds, grasses and roots, well bound 
together with cobwebs and placed in a fork of a tree in open 
country, hedges, gardens and orchards but never, apparently, in 
heavy forest. The eggs number three or four and in ground¬ 
colour vary from white to very pale buff or pale green; the 
markings in the paler eggs consist of specks and spots of almost 
black and in the darker eggs of blotclies and smudges of various 
shades of brown ; in both types there are secondary or underlying 
blotches of pale neutral tint. Fifty eggs average 19*3X 15*3 mm.: 
nmxima 21*0 X 13*8 and 10*3x16*2 mm.; minima 17*7x15*3 and 
21*0x13*8 mm. 

Habits. The Common AVood-Shrike is a bird of open country, 
thin scrub, bamboo-jungles or deciduous forest and is seldom, if 
ever, found in dense, humid, evergreen forest. It is found in small 
family-parties of four to half a dozen. In Behar it haunts quite 
open fields and plains but on the West Coast seems to keep to 
jpetter-wooded tracts. It does not descend to the ground, nor 
does it ever catch insects on the wing as the birds of the genus 
Ilemi[nts do but hunts the leaves and branches of bushes and 
trees for its insect-prey. It has a pretty, but not powerful, little 
song, which it sings in the breeding-season perched on some branch 
high up in a tree. 

(730) Tephrodornis pondiceriana aflBnis. 

The Ceyeox Wood-Shuike. 

Tephrodovnu ([ffittin Blyth, ,1. A. S. B., xvi, p. 473 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Tephronontis inmdicerianm, Blanf. Oates, i, p. 475 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Ula pitta (Tel.) 

Description. Differs from the Indian form in being much more 
grey and in having the v/hite supercilium smaller. The tail is 
very short. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing S4to 87 mm.; tail 49 to 56 mm.; tarsus 
about 18inni.; culmeii 16 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidiffcatiou. Very similar to that of the preceding race. 
Messrs. W. E. AVaite and W. A. A. Phillips describe the nest as 
a shallow cup of fibres decorated outside with chips of bark and 
lichen, and well bound with cobwebs to the fork of the tree in 
which it is placed. The eggs are quite indistinguishable from those 
of the other races, but only number two or three. Fifty eggs 
average 19*6 X 15*1 mm. : maxima 21*0x16-0 mm. ; minima 
18*1x15*0 and 18 5x14*3 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from January to July. 

Habits. This AVood-Shrike is found from the level of the 
Plains up to 5,000 feet and occasionally up to 6,000 feet* 
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According to Legge, its habits are very different to those of its 
more northern cousins. It is less gregarious, being generally 
found in pairs and it often sallies after insects, catching them on 
the wing as Flycatcliers do. It is said to have a pretty song 
■constantly indulged in and to be very tame and confiding. 

(7:11 ) Tephrodornis pondiceriana pallida. 

Tnc Sind Wood-Shiiike. 

Tt-phrodoniis jKtndtca'tanus Mlidus Ticehurst, Jliill. H. (K t'., xli, 
p. oti (19i^) (l.arkhaiui, Sind). 

Vernacular names. KerouJa (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from J\ jk pondicenana in its generally 
paler coloration and the lighter brown lores, eye-streak and ear- 
coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements the same as in the 
Common Wood-Shrike. 

Distribution. Sind, Punjab, Simla Hills, Rajputana and the 
Western part of the United Provinces and C.Vntral Provinces. 
Specimens from the two latter Provinces are intermediate and 
could be placed with either race. 

Nidification. This differs in no way from that of the Common 
Wood-Shrike and the nest and eggs are quite indistiuguislmble 
from those of that bird. The breeding-season seems to last from 
February to June. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

Henus PLATYLOPHUS. 

Platplophus Sw'ainsou in Faun. Por.-Ain., p. 482 (18i51). 

Type, P. f/alericulatus. 

The genus Flait/lophns is chaTacterized by a remarkable lofig 
crest of l)road featliers. The bill is about equal to three-(juarters 
of the head in length and is strongly curved, notched, latenilly 
compressed and deep ; the nostrils arc? concealed by iiumeious 
closely set hairs; the wing is com|)aratively .short and very 
rounded; the tail is ani])le and well graduated and the tarsus 
is .short and stout. The sexes are alike. Only one species is 
found within our limits. 

(T3:i) Platylophus galericnlatus ardesiacus. 

Tub Texassekim Jav-Shiiike. 

LojJwcitta ardesiaca Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 219 (1850) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

PlatylvphuH ardesiacus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 477. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Head, crest and neck almost black with a large 
white neck-patch and a small white spot above and below the 
back of the eye; the crest is obsoletely cross-rayed with black ; 
upper pluinage, wings and tail very dark brown, the wing-quills 
edged with rather more rufous-brown; below smoky-brown to 
dark slaty-brown. 



Fig. 40.- Head of P. //. ank^fiacin^. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown, “ rhubarb-brown to 
<itharge-red” (Hume and I)ai\); eyelids dark brownish black; 
bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 132 to 
145 mm.; tail 112 to 127 mm.; tarsus about 34 mm.; culmen 29 
to 30 mm.; crest 87 to 99 mm. 


LiLNllDiE. 


Young. Above much browner and lighter than in the adult, the 
wing-coverts tipped with fulvous; below barred white and dark 
brown from chin to under tail-coverts. 

l^estling. Above chestnut, wings spotted with fulvous; below 
mottled chestnut and blackish. 

Distribution. South Tenasserim and South-East Siam, dow n 
the Malay Peinnsula. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. According to Davison this extraordinary bird is only 
tound in evergreen forests. He writes, “ It is a very restless bird 
Hying about from tree to tree and branch to branch incessantly,, 
sumetimes close to the ground, sometimes high up. Even when 
seated, it seems unable to keep its body quiet, but keeps bobbing 
and bowing. It always keeps its crest fully erected. Its note is 
a sharp clicking metallic rattle.*’ 
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Family PERICROCOTID^. 

The name of the genus Campephufia being unfortunately pro- 
occupied, it is impossible for the family to be called after it. The 
next oldest genus is Pericrocotus^ and the family will therefore 
have to be known by the above name. The characteristics are 
those of the Laniidce but the feathers of the rump have stiffened 
spiny shafts. As a whole, also, the wings are proportionately 
longer and more pointed and the legs and feet are comparatively 
weaker. 


Ketj to Genera^ 


A. Tail long and j^tronglv graduated, outermost 
feathers less than half the length of tail.... 

Tail not very long, less graduated, the outer¬ 
most feathers inore than three-tpiarters the 
length of tail. 

a. Secondaries sliorter than longest primary by 

about length of tarsus . 

h. Secondaries shorter than longest primary by 
about twice the length of tarsus. 


[p. :317. 

Pkuicrocotcs, 


Lalaoe, p. 336. 
Gii.wcalu.s, p. J342. 


Genus PERICROCOTUS. 

PerierocotiLS Boie, Isis, 1^23, p. 972. 

Type. P, liliiiiutiis. 

This genus contains a largo number of species, extending over 
practically the whole Oriental Region, which are remarkable for 
their brilliant plumage, in which red or yellow is the dominant 
oolour. • 

The bill is about half the length of the head, strong, hooked 
and notched; the nostrils are concealed by plumes; the wing is 
long and pointed ; the tail is long and inucdi graduated, and the 
feet are weak. 


Ke^ to Sjneies, 


A, Tail black and red ; upper tail-coverts red. 

a. Crown and back glossy black. [p. 318. 

a. Innermost secondaries with oval red drops. P. sjeciosnsy (j*, 
b \ Innermost secondaries with no oval red 
drops. 

a''. Under wing-coverts and axillaries [p. 323. 

crimson. P, breiu^ostru'^ 
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b'\ Under wing-coverts and axillaries 
yellow .. 

b. Crown and back ashy or grey, never black. 
c'. Wing over 80 mni. 

c". Lower plumage bright scarlet . 

<t". Lower plumage rosy-red. 

tT, Wing under 75 mm. 

e", Throat grey to black; breast scarlet.. 

f\ Lower plumage all pale yellow. 

//". Lower plumage all bright yellow .... 

B. Tail black and yellow ; upper tail-coverts 

yellow. 

c. "innermost secondaries with oval yellow spots. 
</. Innermost secondaries witli no oval yellow 

spots. 

e. Upper back and lower back not con- 

colorous . 

Upper back and lower back concolurous. 
k'\ Rump and upper tail-coverts all deep 

yellow. 

t''. Rump and upper tail-coverts margined 
with yellow. 

C. Tail black and white ; upper tail-coveits grey, 

brown or black. 

c. Rump red, or white marked with red. 
y. Dark parts of upper plumage glossy 
black. 

7 ". Forehead and chin black. 

k'\ Forehead and chin white . 

h\ Dark parts of upper plumage smoky- 
brown. 

/". Rump uniform orange-red. 

m'\ Rump white streaked with red. 

f. Rump with no trace of red, 

i. BacK and rump the same colour . 

Rump much paler than back. 


i(/neu8j cf, P- 


P, solarisy J, p. *>26. 
P. roseusy cJ*, p. »I28. 

tp. :i29. 

P, iH>ref/n)iU8y S . 

[p. 

P. peregrinusy 5 , 

P. igneusy 2» P- 

[p. 318. 
P. spectosnsy 2, 


P. solarifiy 2 * P- 

[p ;!2.3. 

P. hrevirosinsy 2 > 

P. roseusy 2 > P- *>28. 


[p. 332. 
P. erythropygivfi, c ', 
P. alhifnm^y (S * 

I v. 334. 
t;.. .•!3.3. 
P, ergt/n opggtusy 2 » 
P. aibifron^^ 2^ 

[p.;m. 

P. cmeremy p. 334. 

P. cantonensis, 

[p. 335. 


Fericrocotus speciosus. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Underparts deep scarlet. 

a. First Iw’o primaries with no red on the 
outer webs. 

Bigger, wing 95 ram. or over. P. a. s^ciosusy p. 319. 

h\ Smaller, wing 90 to 90 mm. P. 8,Jraterculu»y 

h. First three primaries with no red on the [p. 320. 

outer webs. [p. 321. 

r. Bases of tail-feathers nearly all red .... P. a. flommifery 
d\ Bases of tail-feathers with a con.siderable [p. 322. 

amount of black. Pa. andamanemUy 

D. Uiiderparts more orange, less scarlet . P. a. flammeus, p.322. 
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(733) Pericrocotus speciosus speciosus. 

The Inujax 8caiiei:t Minivet. 

'I'urdm speciosus Lath., Ind. Oni., i, p. 363 (1790) (Darjiling). 

Pcncrocofus speciosus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 479. 

Vernacular names. Bao-rihi (Cachari); Ingorui (Kacha Naga);^ 
Volishener (Mikir). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole bead, neck, back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts glossy black; rump, upper tail-coverts.and 
whole lower pluinage scarlet, the abdomen and under tail-coverts 
more or less tinged with orange; greater wing-coverts scarlet; 
primary-coverts black: primaries black with a broad baud of 
scarlet across the base of all but the first two or, occasionally, 
first three; secondaries black, the innermost with oval scarlet 
drops on the outer webs ; tail scarlet, the central featliers either 
all black or with scarlet patches on the edge of the outer web or,, 
sometimes, with a scarlet streak at the tip. 



hij'. r>0.—Head of 1\ s. s/ifriosus. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.: wing 96 to 
106 mm.; tail 86 to 100 min.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Forehead and short narrow supercjlium orange-yellow,, 
paler posteriorly and changing to grey on the posterior crown,, 
back, scapulars and lesser coverts, the latter often tinged with 
olive-yellow ; rump and upper lail-coverls rich vellow tinged 
with green ; greater coverts black tipped with yellow ; primaries 
black with a broad yellow patch at the base of all but the first two- 
or, rarelv, three; secondaries black with yellow bases and the 
innermost with the oval spots, sometimes spreading into yellow 
borders, on the outer webs; lores blackish grey, whole lower 
plumage bright yellow; tail, central pair of feathers black 
generally without any yellow marking, next pair black tipped 
with yellow and with yellow on the outer web in varying degree ; 
remaining feathers yellow with dark bases of varying width and 
shape ; in a few cases the yellow is somewhat orange towards, 
the base. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 92 to 101 mm. 
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Young males are like the female. The change of plumage from 
yellow to red in all the Miiiivets is very interesting, as specimens 
are numerous which show signs of attaining an increase of red in 
the old feathers prior to the moult. Birds in this stage show no 
signs of the barring on the upper surface anil are obviously under¬ 
going, or about to undergo, the second moult. 

Nestling. Upper parts olive-brown, tlie feathers very narrowly 
tipped with yellowish and with subterniioal dark bars. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam North of the Brahmaputra. Birds from the Khusia Hills 
are certainly referable to this race, but those from the adjoining 
North Cachar Hills are nearer fratercul^s. The fauna ot the 
Khasia Hills is more like that of the Northern Hills than that of 
tlie Southern and at one time these hills were undoubtedly bisected 
by the Brahmaputra. This species exteiids across the Northern 
Kachin Hills into Yunnan (liotJisehild). 

Nidification. This ]Minivet breeds from the end of April to 
early June, making a lovely, shallow saucer-shaped nest of fine 
pliant twigs, grass-stems and fine roots well matted together with 
spiders’ webs and invariably decorated with lichen, scraps of bark 
or moss ta make it resemble the tree on which it is placed. The 
site selected is apparently always in forest and generally in such 
as is very heavy and humid and the nest is placed on some small tree, 
alive or dead, between ten ainl twenty feet from the ground. The 
eggs probably number two to four, though I have never seen more 
than three myself. The ground-colour is a pale sea-green, spotted 
and blotched with dork brown and with secondary blotches of dark 
lavender. They measure between 20*13x16-0 mm. and 23*0x 
J6*9 nim. The birds breed between 3,000 and 6,000 feet and 
possibly a good deal higher. 

Habits. Differ in no way from those of the next race. 

(734) Pericrocotns speciosus fraterculus. 

The Burmese Scarlet Miniykt. 

Fericrocotun fraterculus Swinboe, Ibis, 1870, p. 244 (Hainan) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 481. 

Vernacular names. Hnet-mintha (Burmese) ; Daorihi gadeha 
^Cachari) ; Ingonii (Kacha Naga) ; Vohsheucr (Mikir). 

Description. This race only differs, constantly, in being smaller 
than speciosus and in the lower plumage being a somewliat 
deeper red in the males and a i-ather riclier yellow in the females. 
Jn most individuals there is more red on the central tail feathers, 
the wliole outer web being often of this colour. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 9p to 96 mm. (one, 97); toil 78 to 
81 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; cuimen 13 to 14rnm. 
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PERICROCOTUS SPECIOSUS FRATERCULUS. 
rh« Btirmoao Scariot Minivat, . 

^ lift tix*. 
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Distribution. A-ssani South of the Brahmaputra except the 
Klhasia Hills, all Burma except in the South of Tenasserim ; 
Siam, Aniiam and the ludo-Chiuese countries to West China and 
Hainan. 

Nidification. In Assam this Miniv^et breeds between 1,000 and 
6,000 teet in fairly thick or dense forest. The nest is exactly 
like that of the preceding race nor are the few eggs I have seen 
in any way different. A pair taken by myself are very pale sea- 
green with tiny specks and streaks of light reddish, hardly visible 
at a short distance; two other pairs, one taken by Dr. H, N. 
Coltart at Margherita and one brought to me by Nagas with the 
bird, are also very pale with a few brownish spots, but have a 
buff instead of greenish ground. They measure 23*0xl4'3mm. 
to 23*0 X 15*8 mill. The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. The Burmese Minivet is found from the level of the 
Plains up to at least 6,000 feet. In the breeding-season, when it 
is only found in pairs, it keeps almost entirely to forest, but 
in the cold weather, when it collects in flocks of twenty or more 
individuals, it is often found in the open country as long as 
there are lots of trees. It keeps entirely to trees of some height, 
seldom coming much below 2U feet and there are few prettier 
sights than a flock of these little red and yellow flashes of light as 
tliey flit, in foliow-rny-h^ader fashion, from one point of vantage 
to another. They are restless active birds, never still for many 
minutes, hunting actively among the branches for insects or 
actually seizing them in the air us Flycatchers do. They have a 
shrill but pleasant little call which they utter as they fly, but 
they have no song worthy of the name. 

(735) Pericrocotus speciosus flammifer. 

Davison's Scarlet Minivet. 

Pericrocotus Jlcnnmifer Hume, S. P"., iii, p. 321 (1875) (Pakchar, 
8 . Burma) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 482. 

Vernacular names. Unet-mintha (Burmese). 

Description. Differs from the preceding races in having the 
first three primaries wholly black ; the female differs in having 
the first four primaries without any yellow instead of the first 
three only. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 81 to 94 mm. but nearly all below 
90 mm.; tail 71 to 81 ram,; tarsus about 18 mra.; culmen 13 to 
14mm. 

Distribution. South of Tenasserim, Malay Peninsula and 
East Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the genus, but there is very little on record 
about this Minivet. 

VOL, II. Y 
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(TdG) Pericroootus speciosus andamanenaia. 

The AKDiiMAiCBsa Scablbt Mikivbt, 

Pericrocohw andamanemU Tytler. Beavan, Ibis, 1807, p. 822 (Anda¬ 
mans) ; Blanf. A Oat6», i, p. 481. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the preceding bird in colour in 
having a great deni of black at the base of tlie lateral tail-feathers 
instead of having them wholly red or almost so. It averages a 
good deal larger also. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 95 mm.; tail 75 to 89 mm.; tarsus 
about 18 mm.; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidiffcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(737) Pericrocotus speciosus flammeus. 

The Orange Mini vet. 

Mtiscicapa jlammea Forst, Ind. Zool., p. 25 (1781) (Travancore). 

PencrocotuiJlarnmetis^ Blanf. &. Oates, i, p. 482. 

Vernacular names. Phari-halal chasrn (Hmd.); pSuli-sanijam, 
cJ, Amn-huradi^ J (of the Halopyks, Jerd.) ; Gene-hurula 
(Ceylon). 

Description. Differs from all the other races of speciosus in 
having the lower parts orange-red, whilst the females differ from 
the others in having the lower parts a much paler yellow' and in 
having the forehead narrower and a paler yellow’. In the male 
the first three, often the first four, primaries are unmarked with 
red, whilst the female lias no yellow on the first four. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 95 mm.; one Ceylon bird has it 
only 87 mm.; tail 83 to 95mni.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 16 mm. 

listribution. South-Western India from Khandala to Cape 
Cormorin, Mysore, Nilgiris, Palniand adjacent hills ; Ceylon. 

Nidification. The Orange Minivet breeds in the Nilgiris and 
Palni Hills in July and in Ceylon in February. The nest is 
quite typical of the genus and two eggs are described as pale 
greenish, sparingly blotched with pale yellowish brown in one 
egg and in the second with brown and lilac spots and specks. 
The two eggs measured 26*1x17*0 mm. and 22‘3xl7*2 mm. 
Two other eggs sent me from Ceylon are pale sea-green profusely 
maiked with reddish brown. They measure 19*2 X 13*6 and 
19*0x13*0 mm., possibly unusually small. 
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Habits. The Orange Minivet is found from the level of the sea 
up to about 6,000 feet, but onlrr in well-wooded country, and 
during the breeding-season it keeps entirely to forest. In 
Winter it collects in flocks and haunts the upper branches'of high 
trees, catcbitig insects on the wing and also hunting for them both 
on the branches and the moss-covered trunks themselves. Legge 
says that it has a weak, though cheerful little warble,’’ which it 
constantly utters. It assembles in small flocks and, as the young 
birds resemble the adult female, the natives give the one or two 
full-grown cock-birds with the flock the credit of running a 
harem. 


Pericrocotus brevirostris. 


Key to Huhsptcie$. 


A. Wing over 86 mm. 

a. Plumage black and crimson-red. 

a. Helow paler crimson. 

b. Below aee|x*r crimson. 

h. IMunuige grey and yellow. 

c. Above grey with a distinct preen 

tinge. 

d. Above darker grey with no green 

tinge. 

B. Wing under 86 mm. 


P. h. brexnrostris, c?, p. 323. 
P. b. affinisf o » P- 324. 


P. b, brevirostris^ ¥ > P- ^23. 

P. h, njffiniSy $, p. 324. 

P. b. neylectuSf p. 325. 


(738) Pericrocotus brevirostris brevirostris. 

TiiK Indian Short-billed Minivet. 

Muscipeta hrevirodris Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 43 (Musaoorie). 

Pericrocotus brevirostris. Blanf. & Oates, i. p. 483. 

Vernacular names. Chota Phari-halal-chasm (Hind.). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, hack, scapulars, lesser 
wiug-coverts, outer median and greater coverts black ; entire lower 
surface, rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet-crimson, rather pale 
below; quills black with the bases of all but the outer four with 
crimson bases; tips to greater coverts and bases of secondaries 
crimson, the crimson extending as an edge to two or three of the 
middle secondaries; tail, central feathers black, the next pair red 
on the outer web, black on the inner, the black decreasing in 
extent on each succeeding pair. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark browui; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; w ing 88 to 
96 mm.; tail 93 to 115 mm.; tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen 11 
to 12 mm. 

Female. Forehead greenish yellow, eyelids feathered yellow 
above and below lemon-yellow; upper part of the head, back, 
scapulars aud lower wing-coverts light grey, tinged with olive; 
rump olive-yellow; upper tail-coverts brighter,more orange-yellow; 
wing-feathers black, marked as in the male but with yellow, 

Y 2 
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not red; tail as in the male but yellow and black ; lower surface 
vellow, slightly deeper on the breast. 

Young. Above olive-gwen, the feathers edged paler and barred 
with blackish: below yellow, mottled with brownish green on 
the breast and flanks. 

Bistribution. Northern India from tlie plains adjacent to the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas up to 10,000 feet in the mountains 
themselves, from Giigit and Murree to Nepal, extending ns 
far South as the Central Provinces and Lower Ilengal in 
Winter. 

Nidification. The Short-billed Minivet breeils in April, May, 
June and July iu the Himalayas from 3,000 up to about S,0()0 
feet and at this time completely deseris the Plains and lower 
hills. The nests are just like those of other birds of this genus, 
shallow saucers made of line twigs, bents and roots, matted 
with cobwebs and covered outside with lichen or hark to resemble 
the bough on which they are placed. I'he eggs nnnilxT two 
to four and are short broad ovals in shape n»id in colour are white 
just tinged with cream, buff or graen, j>rorust*Iy covered with 
blotches, spots and longitudinal marks of brownish red witli 
secondary markings of grey or neutral tint. Fifty eggs average 
19*8xl5*l ram.: maxima 21‘0x 15*0and 20-2X 15*9 rnin.; minima 
18*6x 15*1 and 19*6x13*0 mm. 

Habits. This Mini vet most undoubtedly moves veitically with 
the seasons, though it is not migratory in the true sense of 
the word. It is not rare in the foot-hills and adjoinitig plains 
in Winter but is seldom seen below :3,00O feet once* the breeding 
season commences. It has the usual gregarious and cheerful 
habits of the genus and often several family parties will join 
together to form a flock of thirty to forty birds. The members 
scatter a good deal when feeding, though they keep up a 
constant twittering call to one another the whole 'time and 
the flight of any one bird to a distant tree is the signal to 
one and all to follow up at short intervals. It is a tame 
bird and does not shun observation unless too closely pressed. 

(739) Pericrocotus brevirostris affinis. 

The Assam Short-billed Mimvkt. 

Pencrocotui affinis McClell., P. Z. S., 1839, p. 156 (Assam). 

Vernacular names. Lali-rajah-soral (Assamese); Dao-rihi- 
kctshiha (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to P. brevirostris^ but deeper crimson 
below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
birds. Wing 94 to 112 mm.; tail 97 to 120 mm. 

Female. Above a darker grey than in P. 6. brevirostris and 
with no green tinge; the throat is lemon-yellow instead of whitish 
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yellow, and the rest of the lower plumage is a bright deep yellow 
frequently tinged with orange. 

Distribution. Assam, I'Torth iiurnia, Shan States, Kacbin Hills. 

Sikkim birds are typical affifns^ whilst Nepal birds are 
intermediate between this and the last form. 

McClelland in describing his affinis from Assam obviously 
compares it with a Western Himalayan bird, and well defines the 
differences between the two forms. His name must therefore 
stand for the Eastern form, whilst the type-locality must be 
somewhere in the Western Himalayas. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Those of the species. In Assam and Burma it is purely 
a forest-bird, and even in winter is not often found in the opeu 
as is its Indian cousin. 

(7^0) Pericrocotus brevirostris neglectus. 

Hi. mb’s Minivet. 

Pericrocotus neglectus Hume, S. F., v. p. 171 (1877) (Tenasserim); 

Blanf. & Oates, i. p. 484. 

Vernacular names. Jlnet-nilntha (Burmese). 

Description. A small deeply coloured race of P. h, hrf.virosiris 
with a comparatively short tail. In the only specimen of a male 
in the British ^Museum there are no red edges to the central 
secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing $3 to 85 mm.; tail 81 to 84 mm.; culmen 
barely 11 mm. 

Distribution. ■Muleyit Mountains and Meetan in Tenasserim. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races. 

(741) Pericrocotus igneus. 

The Fibuy Minjvet. 

pericrocotus igneus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 309 (1846) (Malacca); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 484. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, back, scapulars and 
wing-coverts black ; the greater coverts edged with scarlet; quills 
black, all but the first four primaries with a patch of scarlet- 
crimson ; rump, upper tail-coverts and lower pluuiage crimson, the 
bases of the feathers yellow and showing through in places; two 
middle pair of tail-feathers black, the second generally with a little 
red at the tip ; the lateral tail-feathers red with a varying amount 
of black at the base. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 
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Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 70 to 76 min.; 
tail 62 to 68 niiii.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culinen 10 toll mm. 

Female. Forehead, round the eye, whole lower plumage, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts bright golden yellow ; upper 
parts of the head, back and wing-coverts ashy-grey ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts scarlet; wings as in the male but with orange 
markings; tail as in the male but the scarlet markings more 
orange. 

Toung. Above grey-brown, barred with whitish and dark brown ; 
below yellowish white mottled with brown on the breast. 

Distribution. From Tenasserim, through the whole of the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo and Palawan ; Siam. 

Nidification. A nest and eggs with bird obtained near Perak 
were sent to mo by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow. The nest is like that 
of Pericrocotus peregrinxis but rather larger. It is made of tine 
twigs and roots matted together as usual with cobwebs and 
covered outside with lichen. From the indentations under the 
nest it appears to have been built resting on a branch of a tree 
w'here it divided out into three smaller branches. It was taken on 
the 7th of May. The tw'o eggs measure 20*5 in length and 15*1 
and 15*2 in breadth and are pale yellowish in ground-colour, 
profusely marked with brown and grey all over. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Pericrocotus Solaris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A, Kuuip and upper tail-coverts scarlet-crimson. 1\ s. Solaris^ p. 

B. Hump and upper tail-coverts brick-red. P. ripponi, p. Ji27. 


(742) Pericrocotus Solaris solans. 

The Yellow-turoatei) Minivet. 

Pericrocotus Solaris Hlyth, .1. A. S. B., xv, ]>. .‘>10 (1840) (Darjiling) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 486. 

Vernacular names. Dm tisha raja gaherla^ Dao ribi gaherba 
(Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. The upper part of the head, back, 
scapulars and wing-coverts slaty-black; rump and upper tail- 
coverts scarlet-crimson ; outer webs of 5th and Gth primaries 
nearly all scarlet and bases of all quills except first four primaries 
scarlet-crimson; central rectrices wholly black, next pair black 
with broad red tips and more or less of the outer webs black ; 
lateral tail-feathers more and more red and less and less black; sides 
of head and neck grey ; chin greyisli white; throat orange-yellow ; 
remainder of lower plumage scarlet, not quite so deep as the rump. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill, legs 
and feet black. 
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Keasurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 80 to 90 mm.; 
tail 83 to 97 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen about 10 mm. 

Female. Head, neck and upper back ashy-grey, changing 
to olive-green on the lower back, scapulars and wing-coverts and 
to yellow on the upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail as in the male 
but the yellow replaced by red; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
chin grey; remainder of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling brown-grey above narrowly barred witli pale fulvous 
and dark brown. 

Distribution. Nepal to Eastern Assam, both North and South of 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Burma, Chin and Kachin Hills to 
Teiiasserim. 

Nidification. The Yellow-throated Minivet breeds in the hills 
South of the Brahmaputra in May and June up to at least 7,000 
feet, being found up to 10,000 in the Himalayas in Sikkim, etc. 

It makes the usual Minivet nest, a shallow cup about 3x1 inches 
externally by about 2*75X*75 inches internally, only differing 
from others of the genus in having less lichen used externally. It 
breeds in dense evergreen-forest and also in the stunted oak-forest 
growing at 5,000 to 6,000 feet. Tliree eggs in my collection are 
a very pale sea-green, thinly marked with pale rufous-red; they 
measure about 19*2xl4*2inm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. These Minivets are generally 
found in Summer at a considerable elevation but in Winter they 
descend to the foot-hills and in Pegu Oates found it at sea-level. 
It consorts in ilocks of six to a d€)zen birds and though, like 
other Minivets, it keeps much to the tops of trees it is most 
common on the stunted oaks growing in thin forest to a height of 
only 25 or 30 feet. It has the usual pleasant trilling call of the 
genus. 

(743) Pericrocotus Solaris ripponi, subsp. nov. 

The Shan Minivet. 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to P. s, Solaris ; the grey of 
the upper j)arts paler and the red much darker, less scarlet more 
brick-red; the forehead is also strongly tinged with red and the 
throat is washed with the same colour. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
form. 

Female like that of the Yellow-throated Minivet but perhaps 
rather paler and greener above. 

Type. British Mus. Coll. No. 1900, 12. 20. 67. E. of Fort 
Stedman, 8. Shan States. Named after Colonel (x. Kippon, the 
collector. 

Distribution. At present only known from the Shan States. 
Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 



328 


PBRICEOCOTIDJE. 


(744) Pericrocotus roseus roseus. 

The Rosy Minivbt. 

Muscicapa rosea Vieill., Nouv. Diet. dTlist. Nat., xxi, p. 480 (1818) 

(Bengal). 

Pericrocotus roseus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 486. 

Vernacular names. Daorihi (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores dusky brown above and 
feathers next the bill and round the eye whitish; crown, neck, 
back, scapulars and wing-coverts ashy-brown, the crow'ii generally 
darkest; rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet; greater wing- 
coverts broadly edged with scarlet; quills brown, all but the first 
three or four with a broad scarlet patch at the base; inner 
secondaries also edged with scarlet; central tiiil-leathers dark 
brown, next pair red on the outer, black on the inner web, 
remaining feathers red with a black band at the base; ear-coverts 
and sides of head pale grey; chin and throat almost white; 
remainder of lower plumage bright pale rosy-red ; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts deeper rose-red. 

The amount of red in this species varies very greatly, possibly 
due to a great extent to age but partly individually. In very few 
birds is the rump wholly red ; in many only the upper tail-cov(^rts 
and a few of the rump feathers are tipped with this colour, and 
in many more these parts are pale brown flushed with rosy-pmk. 
The under surface varies from pale rosy to, in rare instances only, 
a deep rosy-red. The depth of the grey also varies considerably, 
but this seems to be entirely individual, and 1 can trace no 
geographical correlation with the variation, either in the red or 
grey colours, within the limits of this work. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 83 to 
92 mm,; tail 75 to 87 mm.; tarsus about 16 nun.; culmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Above grey-brown, the back 8nfFu.sed with olive-green; 
rump and upper tail-coverts olive-yellow; wings and tail ns in the 
male but yellow instead of red; chin and throat yellowish white, 
remaining lower parts pale yellow ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts brighter. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Above greyish brown, the feathers narrowly edged 
with yellow and subtipped with bars of dark brown ; wing-feathers 
and inner secondaries all boldly edged with yellow and with 
crescentic black subterminal bars; below pale yellowish white, 
the breast and flanks faintly barred. 

Tonng males are like the female but retain Ihe pale tips and 
bars of the upper plumage until after the first moult. 

The adult plumage of the male is acquired in the most irregular 
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manner and, as is usual with Mini vets, old feathers seem to become 
to some extent pigmented with red prior to and during the moult. 

Distribution. Malabar, Travancore and Soutliern hills of the 
Bombay Presidency, N,W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, the Hima¬ 
layas from Afghanistan to Eastern Assam, Burma from the Chin 
and Kachin 11 ills to 'IVnasserim, Peninsular Siam, Yunnan, 
Shan States and S.W. China. 

Nidihcation. The Kosy Mini vet breeds throughout the Hima¬ 
layas and J^urmese Hills between 1,000 and 0,000 feet, in May and 
June, making the ordinary shallow cup-shaped nest covered with 
lichen. It is perhaps rather more bulky and substantial than 
most but is made of the same materials. It breeds in dense forest 
but usually oil tlie outskirts or in more open places such as river- 
banks, open glades round water etc. The eggs number two to four. 
In colour they are white with the faintest cream or buff tinge, in 
one clutch with an olive tint; the markings consisting of small 
blotches of brown, fairly numerous at the larger end and sparse 
elsewhere. There are also a few secondary blotches of pale neutral 
grey. Twenty-two eggs average 19’5xl4*f) mm.: maxima 
21*0 X 14*8 and 18*7 x 15*2 mm. ; minima 17*8 x 14*7 and 19*4 x 
14*0 mill. 

Habits. In Slimmer found only over 1,000 feet, in AVinter the 
liosy Minivet wanders some distance into the Plains and has been 
obtained in Bengal as far South as Maldah and Purnea, from both 
of which districts 1 have seen skins of birds obtained in December 
and January. 


Pericrocotus peregrinus. 


Key to ^uhs 2 )ecies. 

A. Throat dark grey or blackish grey; upper 

parts dark. 

a. .Above more grey, less brownish grey ; 

abdomen very white. . P. p. pereyvinua, p. 329 

/>. Above darker and browner; abdomen 

much suffused with scarlet . P, p. vividU'i. p. 3.31. 

B. Throat black. P. p.maUiharicns,p,t]S>\, 

C. Throat grey ; upper parts much paler ... P. p. palhdus, p, 332. 


(745) Pericrocotus peregrinus peregrinus. 

The Small Minivet, 

Parm pereynmis Linii., S. N., i, p. 342 (1706) (Unibala). 
l^dcrocottts percyrinus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 487. 

Vernacular names. BulaUchasm (Hind.); Sath-saylU^ Choton 
sath-saki-lcapi (Beng.); Kunkumjm-jitia (Tel.). 

Description.—Adult male. Upper head, neck, back, scapulai*s 
and lower wing-coverts grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright 
scarlet; median and greater coverts black ; quills dark brown, all 
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but the first four or five primaries with a diagonal patch of cream 
or pale scarlet at the base; outer secondaries with the pati*h more 
scarlet; the middle jmir of tail-feathers black, lateral feathers 
with broad scarlet-cream tips and black bases; lores, cliin, throat 
and sides of head dark grey or darkish grey ; breast and flanks 
scarlet, the yellow bases to the feathers showing up as orange 
through the red ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts wdiite, 
more or less suffused with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 inra.; wing 66 to 
72 mm.; tail 65 to 72 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmemabout 
9 mm. 

Female. Above similar to the male but a paler, browner grey, 
with the red on the wings replaced by orange-yellow' and the 
scarlet-cream of the tail-feathers paler; the upper tail-coverts are 
always more or less scarlet and the rump is tinged with yellow; 
chin, throat and underparts greyish white very faintly suffused 
with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young birds are like the female and seem to lose the barring of 
the nestling stage quicker than most Minivets. 

Nestling. Barred above with dark brown and wdtli terminal 
yellow tips. 

Distribution. North-AVest and Western India, South to about 
Belgaum, Central India, East to Western Bengal, Chota Nagpore, 
Oudh and Behar. 

Nidification. The Indian Small Minivet breeds in Behar, Oudh 
and the ISorth-AVest from March to May and in Central India, 
Bombay, etc., after the rains break from June to September. 
The nest is a tiny cup seldom exceeding two inches in diameter 
by one inch in depth and, as it is usually placed very high up in 
some big tree such as a Alango and Tamarind, it is very hard to 
find. It is the usual lichen-coated nest built by all Minivets and 
calls for no special description. The eggs number twH> or tliree, 
yery rarely four, and vary very greatly in coloration. The 
ground is a pearly white, often tinted with sea-green, sometimes 
with pale buff or cream. The markings are some shade of 
reddish browm, sometimes very pale and confined to the large end 
where they form a ring or cup, sometimes dark and bold and 
numerous over the w-hole surface. Every intermediate type may 
also be met with. Fifty eggs average 16-4x13*2 mm.: maxima 
18 0x140 inm.; minima 16*0 x 13*0 and 16*0 x 12’7 mm. 

Habits. The Small Minivet is a bird of well-wooded tracts but 
not of dense forests and frequents cultivation and the vicinity of 
houses and villages, quite commonly entering and even breeding 
in gardens. It is a very cheerful active little bird associating in 
small or large flocks during the non-breeding season. It is a bird of 
the Plains and does not ascend the mountains above the foot-hills. 
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(746) Pericrocotus peregrinus vividus. 

The Burmese Small Minivet. 

Pericrocofus peregnnun vividus Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xl, 
p, 114 (1920) (Attaran River, Burma). 

Vernacular names. Chota-sath salci-Tcapi (Beng.); Dao ribi 
gajao-i-aha (Cachari); Noh-si-champay-pillay (Siam); Ingorui 
(Kacha Naga). 

Description.—Adult male. Barker and browner above than 
P. jy, peregrinus^ tlie throat rather a blacker grey and the lower 
parts much brighter yellow with the red of the breast extending 
further down. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Female differs in degree from the Indian bird as does the male. 
It is darker and a little browner above and has much more yellow 
below. 

Distribution. Kastern Bengal and Assam, Burma, Siam, Cochin 
China, Yunnan and Annam. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the last race, but this form 
breeds aho in forested area as well as in open country and gardens, 
etc. Mr. E. G. Herbert, to whom I am indebted for a series of 
the eggs, says that Durian and Tamarind trees are the favourite 
but tiiat they also sometimes breed on the Betal Palms. The 
nests are generally placed between 30 and 40 feet from the 
ground. Ihverity-two eggs average 16-5x 13-4 mm.: maxima 
18’8xl4*7 mm.; minima 15*3 X 13*3 and 15*5x 13*0 mm. In 
colour, of course, they cannot be distinguished from those of the 
other races. The breeding-season is March and April running into 
June. 

Habits. Similar to those of P. p, peregrinus but they ascend 
the hills to at least 4,000 feet and Mr. C. Hopwood records that 
they bred in the gardens at Mayinyio at 3,500 feet, placing their 
nests in pines, oaks, etc. 


(747) Pericrocotus peregrinus malabaricus. 

The ISIalabar Small Minivet. 

Parus malabaricus Grael., S. N., i, p. 1012 (1789) (Malabar). 

Vernacular names. KunJcnmpu-jiita (Tel.); Batugene-kumla^ 
Kos’hurula (Ceylon). 

Description.—Adult male. This is tl^e darkest of all the races 
of peregrinus; the chin and throat are a glossy black ; the scarlet 
of the breast deeper and more extensive and the abdomen yellow 
with no white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 
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Females. Hardly distinguishable from P, }>• peregrinns but 
generally darker above with more yellow below. 

Distribution. Southern India, South of a line drawn diagonally 
across from and including Belgaum on the West to Madras, or a 
little North of the City of Madras on the East; Cevlon. 

Nidification like that of the other races, buf the nest is not 
seldom placed quite low down, five to twenty feet from the 
ground. The breeding-season is March to July. Twenty-four 
eggs average l()*oxl3*5 mm.: maxima 17*6xl3*»3 and 17*0x 
14*0 mm.; minima 15*3 x 13*4 and 16*5 x 13*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. It is confined to the Plains and 
low hills but apparently breeds in Travancore up to some 2,000 
feet. 


(748) Pericrocotus peregrinus pallidus. 

Tub Sini) Small Minivet. 

Pericrocotus peregrinus pallidus Stuart Jiaker, Bull. B. C. C., xl, 
p. 115 (1920) (Larkhana, Siud). 

Vernacular names. BulaUchasm (Hind.), 

Description.—Adult male. Above very pale grey, the throat 
darker but never blackish ; below the scarlet is confined to the 
upper breast; the greater part of the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts are pure white; the lateral tail-feathers are pale brick-pink. 

The female is even paler with the lower parts devoid of all 
yellow; the wing patch is the palest cream and the lateral tail- 
feathers still paler. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the otlier races. 

Distribution. Sind and the extreme North-West of India. 
Birds from Mt. Aboo are very pale and should probably be 
assigned to this race rather than to typical peregidaus. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(74y) Pericrocotas erythropygias. 

The Whitb-bbllied Mixivbt. 

Mtiscicapa erythropygia Jerdon, Madr. Journ. L. S,, xi, p. 17 (1840). 

Pericrocotus erythropygius, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 488. 

Vemacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, back, scapulars, lesser, 
median and primary coverts and upper tail-coverts black ; inner 
greater wing-coverts white; quills black, all but the first pair with 
a patch of white near the base; inner secondaries white on the 
outer webs and tips of inner webs; tail,, four central rectrices 
black, the lateral feathers white and diagonally black at the base ; 
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rump and breast crimson orange-red divided from the black throat 
by a white band, extending to the sides of the neck ; lower breast, 
flanks and abdomen white; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
black and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or golden-hazel; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 60 to 
71 inm.; tail 00 to 74 mm. ; tarsus about 13 to 14 mm.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Lores dark brown ; forehead and traces of a super- 
cilium white ; rump white and orange; remaining upper plumage 
brown, rather darker on the head ; tail as in the male ; wing as in 
the male but dark brown instead of black; lower plumage white, 
the breast washed with grey-brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 
Distribution. Central liidia, practically the whole of the Bombay 
Presiilency, South to Travancore (Stewart), Nilgiri and Palni 
Hills, North-West to Sind and North-East to Oudh, Behar and 
Lohardagga. 

There seem to be two well-marked forms of this Minivet, one 
with a crimson breast and one with an orange-red breast. Birds 
from Sambhur East and North and North-East all have the orange- 
red breast very well marked whilst birds fron) the South and South- 
West all have crimson breasts. On the other hand, a few birds 
from round about Sarnbliur, i. e, Ajmere, (rnrgaon etc., have 
orange-red breasts. It ^^ould appear that the two forms meet 
here but more material is necessary before any safe division can be 
made. 

Nidiflcation. Mr. J. Davidson found this bird breeding in some 
numbers in Khaiidesli and Kanara and Mr. Stewart has eggs 
from Travancore. The nests are li!tle cups made of grass-stems 
ornamented outside with greyish-white vegetable fibre and not 
with lichen and bark as are those of most Minivets. Again, 
instead of being placed high up in trees they are built in thorny 
scrub, growing iu extra tlnck patches of jungle where there are 
ample trees to build on if so desired. The eggs are greyish whito 
marked all over with longitudinal streaks of dark brown with a 
few underlying pale streaks of lavender-grey. Twenty eggs 
average 17*4 x 13*4 mm.: maxima 19*0 x 13*3 and 18*0 x 14*4 mm. ; 
minima 16*6 x 13*0 mm. They breed during March and April and 
again in July, August and September, laying two or three eggs 
only. 

Habits. The White-bellied Minivet is a frequenter of forest 
both thin and dense and is especially fond of rather thick scrubby 
undergrowth in ravines and broken country. Except that they 
hunt for their insect prey in among bushes and low trees rather 
than among the higher trees, their habits are those of the other 
Minivets. 
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(750) Pericrocotus albifrons. 

Jerdon’s Min I vet. 

Pericrocoitis albifrons Jerdon, Ibis, 1802, p. 20 (Upper Burma, 
Thayetmjo); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 489. 

Vernacular names. Hnet-mintha (Burmese). 

Description. Similar to the White-bellied Minivet but has the 
forehead, a broad superciliuin, chin and tliroat pure white; the 
rump has the red less extensive and the white more so. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Female differs from that of P. enjihropygms in having less red 
on the rump. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Burma from the Chin, 
Kaohin and Shan States to Tenasserim. 

Nidiflcation. Jerdon’s Minivet breeds in the Chin Hills and in 
the broken country in Pakokku in May and June, making a nest 
just like that of the VV^hite-bellied Minivet, built sometimes in low 
bushes or cane brakes and sometimes quite high up in trees. 
Eggs taken by Captain Yenning and Mr. P. MacDonald are like 
those of the White-bellied Minivet but average decidedly paler. 
They measure about 17*3 X 13*7 rnm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species. 

(751) Pericrocotus cinereus. 

The Ashy Minivet. 

Pericrocotus cinereus Lafresn., llev. ZooL, viii, p. 94 (1845) (Luzon, 
Philippines); Blanf. <fe Oates, i, p. 489. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, a line across the forehead 
next the bill, posterior crown, nape and part of the ear-coverts 
black; forehead and anterior crown, chin, cheeks, part of the ear- 
coverts and whole lower plumage white, washed with ashy on the 
flanks and breast; upper plumage dark ashy-grey ; wing-coverts 
dark brown, edged with ashy; primaries dark brown, all but 
the first four edged with grey and with a concealed white 
specuiuoi; inner secondaries grey on the outer webs, blackish on 
the inner; four central tail-feathers black, the lateral feathers 
white with a diagonal black base. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 95 to 
101 mm.; tail 86 to 94 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen about 
16 mm. 

Female. Paler than the male, no black on the head and the 
white forehead reduced to a mere trace; the lores and frontal 
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line are dark brown ; greater wing-coverts and inner secondaries 
tipped with white. 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan, Amur and possibly Northern 
China, and in Winter extending to South China, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Philippines, Sumatra, Borneo, Malay Peninsula,entering 
South Burma as a very rare straggler only. 

Nidification. Owston found this Minivet breeding in great 
numbers about Mount Fuji at and over 2,000 feet. The nest he 
describes ns a “ broad shallow cup of fine twigs, lined with grass 
and placed on boughs of trees between 15 and 30 feet from the 
ground.” The eggs number four or five and in colour they seem 
to run through all the variatious found in the eggs of Perurocotus 
peregi'inus. They measure about 21*5 x 15*0 mm. The breeding- 
season appears to be May to June. 

Habits. This is the most migratory of all the Minivets and 
tliere is no reason to think that they breed anywhere in the 
South, though Herbert found them paired before leaving Siam in 
April. La Touche records their passing through Chinkiang in 
April and May and says that none stay there to breed. 

(752) Pericrocotus cantonensis. 

S WIN hoe’s Minivet. 

Pericrocotui cantmemis Swinboe, Ibis, 1861, p. 42 (Canton, China); 

Blanf. Si Oates, i, p. 490. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, anterior crown, chin, 
cheeks, throat and a semi-collar on the neck white ; hinder part 
of crown, nape, back, scapulars and wing-coverts very dark ashy- 
brown ; run'ip and upper tail-coverts pale brown ; greater coverts 
sometimes ohsoletely tipped grey; quills dark brown, an almost 
concealed white patch at the base of the inner primaries and outer 
secondaries; four central tail-feathers dark brown ; lateral tail- 
feathers white with broad brown diagonal bases; lower plumage 
pale smoky-brown, darkest on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill black, iuside of mouth 
flesh-colour ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 82 to 
92 mm.; tail 83 to 90 mm.; tarsus about 15 to 16 mm.; culmen 
about 13 mm. 

Female. Above like the male but with very little white on the 
forehead and the crown and back a little paler; wings and tail as 
in the male. 

Distribution. Breeding in East and North-East China. In 
Winter to South China, Malay States, Indo-Chinese countries 
and occasionally into South Burma. 

Kidiflcation. Messrs. La Touche and Bickett found this bird 
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breeding during May and June in Foochow and Chinkiang. The 
nests are described as beautifully neat little cups made of fine 
grass, moss, fibre, roots and pine-needles plastered over with 
cobwebs outside and decorated with lichen and a little moss. 
They are placed high up in pine and other trees on the upper 
surface of a branch and not in a fork. The eggs number two 
to four and only differ from those of the preceding species in 
being smaller. Thirty-six eggs average 19*8 x 15*3 mm.: maxima 
21-8 X16-2 mm. ; minima 18‘6 X 15*1 and 20*3 x 14'9 mm. 

Habits. This Minivet is a frequenter both of woods and open 
country, breeding either in trees in cultivated land, orchards, etc., 
or in pine and other forests. It is migratory certainly to 
some extent but at present we do not know to what extent it is 
resident in South and South-West China. It associates in flocks 
and has similar voice, flight, diet, etc., to other species of Minivets. 


Genus LALAGE. 

Lalage Boie, Isis, 1820, p. 973. 

Type, Ldlage terat (= niyra). 

The name Campephaga being preoccupied, the above name 
must be used for thin genus. 

The genus Lalagi contains a number of species the predomi¬ 
nating colour of which is grey. The bill is comparatively weak, 
the tip being but slightly bent down and notched ; the nostrils 
are nearly concealed by plumes, the wing is pointetl and the tail- 
feathers graduated. 

The sexes differ slightly in some, more strongly in others. 


Key to Speciez. 


A. Wing over 106 mm. L. melaschista^ p. 336. 

B. Wing 106 or under^ generally under 102 mm. 

a. Supercilium absent or only faintly indicated. 
of. Throat and abdomen uniform grey in the 

adult. L.fimhriain^ p. 339. 

6'. Throat black in the adult, abdomen grey. L, sykeeii^ c?, p- *340. 
c'. Throat and abdomen white, cross-barred 

with brown. Z. syketii, $ , p. 340. 

b. A conspicuous white supercilium at all ages. Z. nignij p. 341. 


Lalage melaschista. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Grey of plumage dark bluish ; under tail- 

coverts dark ^y. Z. m,melanchi$iay p. 337. 

B. Grey of plumage paler; under tail-coverts 

whiter . L, m, avensis^ p. f338. 
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(758) Lalag^e melaschista melaschista. 

Tub Dabk Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Volvocivora mehuchistosllo^^^.f Ind. liev., i, p. 328 (1837) (Nepal). 

Campopkaya melanoschuta, Blanf. & Oates, ^ p. 491. 

VemacTilar names. Kahad (Beng.). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores and feathers round the eye 
black ; wings black ; tail black, the central tail-feathers immaculate 
or narrowly tipped with white and the lateral feathers with broader 
white tips. The remainder of the plumage dark bluish grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black; 
legs and feet dark slaty to almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 
114 to 123 inm.; tail 98 to 118 mm.; tarsus about 10 to 20 mm.; 
culinen about 17 mm. 

Female similar in all respects to the male but rather paler. 
Many females retain traces of the juvenile barring on the 
vinderpartvS. 



Fig. 51.—Head of L , ni . melcu ^' kida . 

Young. Paler grey below, barred from chin to under tail-coverts 
with dusky brown and each feather with a whitish fringe ; tail- 
feathers cross-rayed with blackish and with the broad white tips 
more or less barred with brown ; the wing-coverts and quills are 
narrowly edged with white. In a still younger stage the upper 
parts are faintly barred with darker and the ear-coverts are 
streaked with white ; the inner webs of the primaries and outer 
secondaries are marked with white and the under wing-coverts 
barred black and white. 

Nestling like the young, but the whole of the upper surface 
barred with black and white, or fulvous, and with the wing- 
coverts very broadly edged with buff or whitish. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Muroe to Eastern Assam both North 
and South ot the Bralmiaputra, Manipirr, Lushai Hills, Tippera, 
Chittagong, the plains of India from latitude 16° northwards. 

Nidiffcation. The Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike breeds from May 
to July at all elevations uu to about 7,500 feet and down to the 
foot-hills. The nest is a shallow frail-looking saucer of fine twigs, 
roots, etc., very compactly interlaced and strongly bound together 
with cobwebs. Sometimes there is no lining and sometimes a 
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slight lining of grass-stems; outeide there are always a few 
decorative scraps of lichen, moss or bark, and occasionally the 
whole nest is covered with these. It is generally placed in a 
horizontal fork or on tlie upper surface of a bough liigh up in a 
forest-tree. The eggs number two or three, and are pale green to 
pale grey-green in colour profusely marked wiih longitudinal 
blotches of brown with a few others underlying of neutral tint. 
Thirty eggs average 24*5 x 1 7*5 mm.: maxima 26*6x18*0 and 
26*2 X 18 8 mm.; minima 22*5 x 17*0 and 23*0 x 16*3 mm. 

Habits* This Cuckoo-Shrike is a Summer visitor to the hills, 
being found in Winter in the plains and in the foot-hills at about 
2,000 feet, a few birds remaining as high as 4,000 feet. They 
are found both singly and in pairs and sometimes in small flocks 
during the Winter, frequenting well*wooded country, light forest 
and orchards, though in the breeding-season they keep entirely to 
forest. They are quiet birds and 1 have heard no song, but they 
call to one another with a single plaintive note and have also a 
few low and rather harsh conversational notes. Their food is 
entirely insectivorous and consists chiefly of soft food, such as 
caterpillars and soft-winged insects, which they hunt for in among 
the branches of low and moderate-sized trees. They never 
descend to the ground. 

(754) Lalage melaschista avensis. 

The Pale Gret Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Campephaya avensis Blyth, Cat. B. A.S., p. 327 (1847) (Arakan) 
(description in J. A. S. B., xv, p. 307, 1846). 

CampophMga melanoptera, Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 492. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A decidedly paler bird both above and below than 
melaschista. The female is generally paler than the male and 
retains faint markings resembling those of the immature bird. 

Young bird like that of the preceding race but much paler. 

I find that w’ith the immense series now available for exami¬ 
nation, about 200 skins, it is quite impossible to distinguish 
between avsnsis (=: melanoptera), intermedia and Jcoratensis. The 
principal characters depended upon for separation have been (1) 
depth of colour, (2) size and (3) amount of white on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. In each case these characters are purely 
individual and, when series from various geographical ranges are 
laid out side by side, each area will be found to contain 
individuals which agree exactly with others from elsewhere and, 
so much is this the case, that even the averages are much the 
same. 

As regards size the following are the measurements 1 have 
been able to obtain:— 
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Northern birds, Chiu Hills to 
Shan States etc. 

Central Burmese and Siam birds.. 
South Tenasserim and Siatn birds.. 
Chinese birds . 


Wing 112 to 122 mm 
Tail 86 to 94 „ 
Wing 111 to 129 „ 
Tail 89 to 100 „ 
Wing 107 to 129 „ 
Tail 88 to 95 ,, 
Wing 115 to 129 „ 
Tail 89 to 100 „ 


Distribution. Burma from extreme North to South, the whole 
of Shan States, Siam, Yunnan and South China. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 
The few eggs I have seen were collected for me in Tenasserim 
and sent to me with nests and parent-birds. They were taken in 
May and the eggs measure from 20*2 to 24*0 mm. in length and 
from 17*1 to 18*2 mm. in breadth. 


Habits. Those of the preceding race. 


Lalage fimbriata. 

CehlepyrU Jitnbriata Tenini., PI. Col., iii, 249 250 (1825). 
Type-locality : Java. 


(755) Lalage fimbriata neglecta. 

The Small Cuckoo-Siiiiikk. 

I'olvocivora negUcta Hume, S. F., v, p. 203 (1877) ( S. Tenasserim). 

Catupophaga neglecta, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 493. 

Vernacular names. None recor<led. 

Description. —Adult male. Like L. ui, melaschista but very 
much smaller and with a shorter, less graduated tail; the abdomen 
is generally darker, but the under tail-coverts vary from white to 
pale grey as in that bird and the amount of white on the inner 
webs of the primaries varies to the same extent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to crimson ; bill and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 inm.; wing 95 to 
10(5 nun.; tail 75 to 83 in in.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female wlieii fully adult similar to the male and no paler, but 
young birds retain the barring on the under plumage for some 
time. 

Young. Paler grey above and below and barred throughout 
the lower plumage with black. 

Nestling. Barred above with black and with white fringes to the 
feathers; below barred black and white or black and fulvous. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam to N. Malay States; 
birds from Soiitli Malay seem to agree with cultnhuita (Hay) in 
always having the under tail-coverts dark grey and the white spots 
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(Ml the tail very small. The true Jinihriata from Java is very dark 
and Sharpe’s poUcptera from Cochin China very pale—of this laat- 
mentioned race there are only three specimens in the British 
Museum collection, all very young birds, and more material will 
probably show them to be, as Sharpe himself finally thought, 
merely neglecta, 

Nidfication. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of other Cuckoo-Shrikea. 

(756) Lalage sykesii. 

Thi; BLACK-UIL\.f)KD OrCKOO-SlIUlKK. 

Lalage si/leni Sirickl., A. M. N. H., (1) xiii, p. (1844) ((’rtlcutla). 

Campophaga sgkesi. Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 493. 

Vernacular names. Kasifa (Hind.); ('Jiinna aJamt*fi 

(Tel.). 

Description.-—-Adult male. AVhole head, neck, upper breast 
and upper back block; back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, 
rump and upper tail-coverts grey, the last paler; median and 
greater wing-coverts black broadly edged and tipped with grey ; 
primary-coverts very narrowly edged with grey; quill-feathers 
black, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries broadly tipped and 
edged with peyish white ; a large patch of white on the bases of 
all but the first primary and on most of the secondaries; this varies 
very greatly ui extent and in some specimens is small and appeals 
on the secondaries as a mottling only ; central tail-featliers grey, 
outer feathers black with a white tip, increasing in width to the 
outermost; lower breast and flanks grey, paling to white on the 
abdomen, vent, under tail-coverts, wing-coverts and nxiilaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 98 to 
110 mm. (Ceylon birds 92 to 101 mm. only); tail 62 to 70 mm.; 
tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen about 14 to 15 min. 

Female. Above grey, paler on the rump and upper tail-coverts 
which are faintly barred with black and fringed with very ))alc 
grey; wings and tail as in the male but dark brown instead of 
. black and the former more marked with grey ; below from chin to 
vent often tinted with fulvous, barred tbrougbout with black; 
centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Young. Feathers of the upper plumage tipped pale and barred 
with black; below like the female but more closely barred and 
generally much more fulvous. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the whole of India as far North a» 
Bengal on the East and Bombay on the West, a diagonal line 
from Bombay to Chota Nagpore representing its limits fairly 
correctly. It has been recorded from Assam, but in 30 years* 
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residence in that Province T never heard of its occurrence North 
of the Brahmaputra, though 1 obtained it thrice in 15 years in the 
Cachar District on the South. 

Nidification. The Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike breeds in Ceylon 
during March and April and in South India and the Deccan from 
June to August. The nests are small replicas of those of 
L. m. melasclmta measuring under 3 inches in diameter by 1 inch 
or less in depth. They are made of fine roots and slender twigs 
fastened together with cobwebs and placed in a fork of a tree some 
five to fifteen feet from the ground. In Ceylon the eggs seem to 
always number two but in India three is the normal clutch. 
They only differ from those of L, m, melaschista in size, thirty 
eggs averaging 22-2xlfi*l mm. The extremes are 23*8x16*8, 
22*8 X 17*0 and 19 9 X 15*1 mm. 

Habits. This little Cuckoo-Shrike is far more a frequenter of 
open but well-wooded country than are any of the preceding birds 
of this genus. It is found round about villages and in cultivated 
tracts and, according to Davidson, is also common during the 
breeding-season in scrub-jungle and Anjan forest in the South of 
the Bombay Presidency. It is a silent bird but Blewitt says that 
in the breeding-season it constantly utters an attempt at a song, a 
mere repetition of one plaintive note. It seeks its insect-prey 
high up in tall trees, often descending to the smaller trees and 
bush-jungle, but never actually to the ground itself. 

(757) Lalage nigra nigra. 

Thk Pibj> Cuckoo-Sueikk. 

Turdun niyvr Forster, Ind. ZooL, p. 41 (1781) (India, now restricted 
to Nicobars). 

C(imix}phaga terat. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 495. 

Vernacular names. None i*ecorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Base of the forehead and supercilium 
white ; lores, a line through the eye, crown, neck, back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts glossy black; rump and upper tail- 
coverts grey; median and greater coverts black, broadly edged 
with white; primary-coverts black narrowly edged with white; 
quills black, the primaries and outer secondaries with a broad 
patch of white at the base of the inner coverts, the latter also 
edged white; tail black, the central narrowly, the others more 
broadly tipped with white ; under plumage white suffused with 
grey on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to lake-red; bill, legs and 
feet black, the scales of the tarsi edged with slate. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 86 to 
89 min.; tail 57 to 64 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen about 
14 mm. 
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Female. Upper plumage grey ; in the wings and tail the black 
18 replaced by brown; the white on the wing i« leas developed 
and bold; the breast and flanks are faintly barred with dusky. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Toung male like the female but browner above. 

Nestling. Upper plumage barred with fulvous and black and 
much browner than in the female; below the breast and flanks 
are marked narrow black shaft-lines. 

Distribution. Nicobnrs only in India, Malay Peninsula and 
S.W. Siam, Borneo, Sumatra. 

Nidification. A nest and eggs sent me bv Mr, \V. A. T. Kellow 
was found on 17th May and the nest is de8crib<*d by him as “a 
slight structure made of fine sticks fastened to a small bmncli 
with cobwebs, and covered with lichens externally. Taken in 
very dense forest in the foot-hills/' The eggs two in number are 
like those of the Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike, but rather brown. 
They measure 21*8 x 16*0 and 22*1 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Apparently restricted to foivst- 
land and not found in the open or round about villages and 
cultivation. 


Genus QRAUCALIJS, 

Graucalm Cuvier, Regne Aniin., p. ii4l (1817). 

Type, Grancdlus paptiensis. 

The genus Grancalns is very like Lahtfje in many respects, but 
has a comparatively longer and more pointed wing and a much 
larger, more massive bill. 


Keij to impedes. 


A. Tail broadly tipped with whit©. 6’. luncei^ j). 34:^. 

H. Tail very narrowly tipped with paler brown or 

whitish. G. dohsmiy p. 346. 


Orancalus macei. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Adult female %vith chin, throat and upper 

breast barred. 

а. Medium size, wing average 157 mm. .. 

б. Large size, wing average 178'6 rniii. 

c. Small size, wing average 145*0 mm. 

B. Adult female with no bars present on chin, 

throat or upper breast. Wing average 
about 168*0 mm. 


G. m. macei. p. 343. 

G. m. nipalensiSf p. 344. 
G. tn. layardiy p. 345. 


6r. m, siamcmisy p. 345. 
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(758) Qraucalas macei macei. 

The Laege Indian CdckooShhikb. 

Graucalu 9 macei Lees., Trait(S, p. 349 (1831) (Bengal); Blanf. &; 

Oates, i, p. 496. 

VemarCUlar names. Kasya (Hind.); Kabasi (Beng.); Pedda 
akurai (Tel.). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, enr-coverts and cheeks black 
or dark blackish grej ; whole upper plumage grey, the rump and 
upper tail-coverts paler as a rule; wing-coverts like the back; 
primary-coverts black very narrowly edged with grey; quills 
block, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries broadly edged with 
grey ; middle tail-feathers ashy-brown tipped paler, lateral tail- 
feathers black, tipped brownish white, the breadth increasing in 
extent outwardly and also edging the outer webs of the outermost 
feather; chin and throat like the back, paling gradually until the 
abdomen is very pale grey and the under tail-coverts pure white. 



Fig. 52.—Bead of G, m. macei. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to blood-red or crimson in 
old males; eyelids plumbeous; bill black, the iuside of the mouth 
flesh-colour; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 151 to 
1711 mm,, average 157 inm.; fail 92 to 12S mm.; tarsus about 
26 mm.; culmen about mm. 

Female. Similar to the male, but with the eye-streak not so 
black a grey; the whole lower surface from the throat to the 
vent is narrowly barred grey and white and the upper tjfil- 
coverts are fringed with white, with very faint subterminal dark 
bars. 

Measurements. Wing 149 to 160 mm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris always brown; otlierwise as in the 
male. 

Young. Like the female but barred from chin to vent with 
black and white; the marks on the upper tail-coverts and rump 
are more pronounced. 
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Nestling like the young, but with the upper surface and wings 
tipped and margined with pale ferruginous. 

Distribution. The whole of Continental India South of the Hima¬ 
layas from Garhvval to West Assam, excluding the country at their 
bases. In the North-West this race wanders into the llimalayas 
to some height, possibly 4,000 feet or more. The Eastern Bengal 
bird is very large and must be included in the next race, as must 
those from Northern Behar. It extends South to Travancore. 

Nidification. The Large Cuckoo-Shrike builds a nest very like 
that of the genus though larger but it is nearly ah'ays 

placed in an outermost branch of a lofty tree—often it is quite 
conspicuous and even more inaccessible. The eggs, which 
number two or three, have almost invariably to be taken out with 
a small butterfly-net or some similar contrivance. When fresh 
the eggs are green in ground-colour, varying from very pale to 
rather deep olive-green or grey-green but they speedily lose their 
green tint unless kept very carefully from the light and then 
become buff or yellow-tan, the colour of some eggs even when 
fresh. The markings consist of bold but rather scanty blotches 
of dark brown with more numerous secondary markings of pale 
inky-purple. In some eggs the markings are smaller, more 
numerous and paler. Twenty-two eggs average 31*0 x 22*4 mm.: 
maxima 33*2 x 23*2 mm.; minima 28*8 X 22*5 and 30*2 x 21*3 mm. 

Habits. This Shrike is found in flocks of four or five in the 
Winter, sometimes two families joining forces. They are noisy 
birds and, as they fly one after another from tree to tree, utter 
constantly a very harsh grating dissyllabic call. They are not 
active birds either when feeding or when on the wing, though 
they will sometimes go through contortions when flying rather 
similar to those indulged in by the Kollers. They liuiit almost 
entirely on the higher trees and feed principally on insects but 
also partly on seeds and fruit, whilst bii^s in captivity will greedily 
eat plantains. 


(759) Graucalus macei nipalensis. 

The Large Himalayan Cuckoo-Surike. 

OrauealuM nipaletuu Hodgs., Ind. liev., i, p. 327 (1837) (.Vepal). 

Gra%icalm macei. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 49o (part.). 

Yemacnlar names. TdlUng-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Similar to G, macei maceiy but larger, with a wing 
averaging 178*5 mm. and for males between 170 and 191 mm. and 
for fetnales between 163 and 185 mm. The throat and fore-neck 
of the adult female are barred. 

Distribution. The lower hills of the Himalayas from Garhwal 
and Western Nepal, through Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of 
Western Assam ; South to Northern Bebar and North-east Bengal 
West of the Brahmaputra. 
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NidificatioE. Similar to that of the last bird, but the few eggs 
I have seen are very big, averaging about 33*6 x 23*4 mm. 

Habits. This race is found almost entirely in the broken foot¬ 
hills and lower mountains up to some 4,000 feet during the 
breeding-season, probably wandering up to about 6,000 feet on rare 
occasions. A few birds, however, undoubtedly remain in the 
plains during the Summer and I have such records from Jalpaiguri, 
Darrang in Assam, Calcutta, Northern Behar, etc. Like the last 
bird it is only found in well-wooded country, and prefers forest 
to open plains and cultivated tracts. 


(760) Graucalus macei layardi. 

Thk Ceylox Large Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Graucalus layardi Blytb, Ibis, 18GG, p. 3G8 (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Ptdda aknrai (Tel.). 

Description. Differs from the preceding races of this genus 
only in its very small size, the wing being on an average 145 mm.; 
the males vary from 145 to 150 mm. and the females from 140 
to 145 mm. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Birds from the extreme South of 
Travancore do not, as would seem likely, belong to this race. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded beyond the fact that it is 
supposed to breed in June. 

Habits. Those of the species. Legge says that it is found on 
high forest-trees near rivers, tanks or other natural openings in 
the forest. It seems to be a moi'e shv, wild bird than its cousins 
in India and Burma. 


(7(>i) Graucalus macei siamensis. 

The Siamese Lakoe Ccckoo-Subike. 

Graucalus macei siamensis Stuart Baker, Bull, B. (,>. C., xxxvii, 
p. GO (1918) (Minaoi-Kraben, Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Male similar to that of G, m, niiyaUnsi^, but 
the adult female differs from all the preceding races in having 
no bars on the chin, throat and upper breast. The Hainan form 
differs in being smaller and in having a darker chin and throat 
{larvaUii Hartert). 

Meaenrements. The following are the wing-measurements for 
the various areas inhabited by this subspecies:— 
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North Burma . 
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Siam . 
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Numerous uiisexed birds come in all cases in between the 
extremes given for the two sexes and substantiate the above* 
Distribution. JBastern and South Assam, Burma, Chin, Kachin 
Hills, Shan States, Siam and Indo-Chinese countries. 

Nidification. Similar to that of (?. m. nipale^iM. llopwood 
found a nest with eggs, near Akjab, in March and in this month 
Anderson also took eggs in the Andamans. In Assam it breeds 
in May and June, rarely in April. The eggs, which are generally 
two only, seldom three, average, for ten, i32*Ox 22*5 min. 

Habits. Those of the species. This is a common bird in the 
Assam Hills South of the Brahmaputra below 3,000 feet, though 
it is found up to at least 4,000 feet. Those I examined had fed 
on insects of all kinds, many largo species of Coleoptera, larvae of 
the same, fruit of several kinds, berries and, once only, millet. 
This latter may have been swallowed with tl»e Aphida% which 
were then infesting the ripe grain. It extends into the plains 
throughout the area in M’hich it is found. 


(762) Graucalus dobsoni. 

Dobson's Cuckoo-Siirikb. 

Graucalus dobsoni Ball, J. A. S. Jh, xli, pt. 2, p. 281 (1872) 
(Andamans); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 497. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. A line from the nostrils, lores, 
cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck black; upper plumage and 
lesser wing-coverts dark iron-grey ; median and greater coverts and 
quills black, very narrowly edged with pale grey; tail black, the 
outer feathers faintly tipped white, the tip more apparent on 
the outermost ; chin, throat and breast paler iron-grey ; under 
surface, axillaries, under wing-coverts and edge of wing greyish 
white, naiTOwly barred with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 260 mm.; wiug 153 to 
166 mm.; tail 112 to 135 inm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen 
about 26 to 28 mm. 

Female similar to the male, but barred throughout below with 
black and white; the lores are mottled with white and grey. 

Measurements. Wing 151 to 160 mm. 
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Young. Upper plumage rufous or rufous-white barred with 
black; greater coverts with broad rufous edges; inner secondaries 
and scapulars barred with black and edged with rufous; chin to 
breast rufous and thence to under tail-coverts white, the whole 
narrowly barred with black. 

Distribution. Andamans. 

Nidification. All that is known of this species is that a nest and 
one egg were taken in the end of April. The finder took it for 
granted that the bird w'ns Grauculus macei but, years after, sent to 
me nest, egg and bird to identify, when it proved to be tlie Andaman 
species. The nest W’as the usual shallow, frail-looking but really 
strongly-built structure made by this species and w’as placed high 
up in a big tree on the outskirts of dense forest. The egg is like 
a weakly but numerously spotted egg of the Indian Large 
Cuckoo-Shrike and measures 34*0x22*1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but according to Davisou this is 
more entirely a forest-bird, never venturing into open spaces. He 
remarks that it is always seen in pairs and that its slow , rather 
dipping flight is weaker than that of the Indian bird. 
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Family ARTAMID.F. 

The ArtamiiUe^ or Swallow-Shrikes, resemble the Shrikes in 
having the young barred both above and below and also in their 
strong bill, which, however, is neither notched nor hooked, though 
it is gently curved. Their principal characteristics are their very 
long powerful wings and their very short tarsi. The wings have 
the first primary very small and the second and third sub-equal 
and longest. The tail is short and square. The sexes are alike 
in plumage. 

In India there is but the one genus, Artamus. 

Genus ARTAMUS. 

Artatnus VieilL, Analyse, p. 41 (181Cj. 

Type, A. leucof/aster, 

A, leuco^aster = A, leucorhynchoA Gmel., S. K., i, p. oOo (17BS) 
(Philippines). 

Characters those of the family. 

Key to Species. 

A. Iturnp of the same colour ns the back. l.fttucua, p. 348. 

B. Uunip white, different from the back. i.lmcorhynchoHj^.ii^iO. 

(763) Artamus fuscus. 

The Ashy Swalu^w-Shrike. 

Artamus fuscus Vieill., Nouv. Diet, d’llist. Nat., .wii, p. 297 (1817) 
(Bengal) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 498. 

Vernacular names. Tari nhabil (Hind.); TaUchatak (Deng.); 
Tati^pittorh \ (Mussal. in Beng.); Silliatigchi-pho 

(Lepcha). 

Pescription. Lores, feathers next the culmen and under the 
eye black; head and neck dark slaty-grey shading into dark 
vinous'brown on the back, rump, scapulars and shorter tail- 
coverts ; longer upper tail-coverts white; tail slaty-black, tipped 
with white; wings dark grey, the inner quills very finely edged 
with white; lower plumage pale vinous-brown, paler on the vent 
and middle of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red; bill bright mauve-blue in 
the male, grey-blue in the female, tipped with black ; the younger 
the bird the less and the duller the blue; legs slate-colour or 
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bluish-slate, more blue in the breeding-season than at other 
times. 

Heaaurements. Total lengtfi about 180 mm.; wing 126 to 
138 mm.; tail 53 to 64 mm.; tarsus 17 to 18 mm.: culmen 
18 to 19 mm. 

Toung. Above brown, the feathers edged with pale rufous and 
with dark subterminal bars; below pale rufescent narrowly barred 
with faint bro\\ n. The iris is dull glaucous-brown ; the bill is 
blackish brown with a yellow gape ; legs brownish livid or dull 
slate. 

Nestling. More freely and strongly barred than the fully fledged 
young and with the wing-coverts broadly edged with rufous and 
with subterrainal dark bars. 

Distribution. Throughout the Empire from Ceylon to the 
Himalayas East of a line drawn from Godra in the Panch Mahals 
to Naini-tal in Kiimaon ; resident throughout the Plains and foot¬ 
hills up to 2,0U0 feet, and ascending the mountains up to 
5,000 feet in Summer. It extends throughout Burma, Shan 
States, Siam, Cochin China, Yunnan and Western China. 



Fig, ojt.—Head of A. /tufCUJt. 


Nidiflcation. I'hroughuut its habitat this Swallow-Shrike breeds 
during April, May and June, constructing a rather shallow flimsy 
nest of roots, libre from cocoanut and date palms, or troin palm- 
ferns and other odds and ends of various kinds, such as feathers, 
scraps of grass, etc., which have caught on the trees and bushes, for 
tins bird never takes its nest-material from the ground. There is 
no lining as a rule but sometimes a few feathers are used for this 
purpose. The nest may be placed in any hole in a tree-stump or, 
more often, on a ledge or projecting stump or broken bough. A 
very favourite site is at the base of the leaves of palms or paJni- 
ferns or on the rough projections from which the leaves have 
fallen. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, and are 
rather 8hrike-hke in appearance. The ground-colour varies 
from almost white to a rich yellowish-cream or buffy-creain ; 
the primary markings consist of blotches of reddish brown 
to deep purple-brown and there are always secondary, or sub¬ 
surface, markings of lavender and purplish grey. The markings 
are generally sparsely scattered about over the greater part of 
the egg, though more numerous at the larger end, where they 
sometimes form a ring or cap. Fifty eggs average 23*4 X17-1 mm^ 
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and the extremes are: maxima 26*3X 17*2 and 25*1x18*0 mm.; 
minima 22*0X16*6 and 23 * 0 x 16*3 mm. 

Habits. The Swallow-Shrikes are essentially gre^rious birds, 
the males collecting in flocks even during the breeding-season and 
they often, especially in Siam, build their nests in small colonies or 
in very close proximity to one another. They are not really 
migratory, though birds which are resident near the bills forsake 
the plains to breed and, wiiere monsoons are very heavy, they seek 
drier haunts during the heaviest rains. Tiiey are most elegant birds 
when on the wing and, but for their constant harsh cry and their 
comparative slow sailing through the air, might be taken for a 
a bevy of large Grey Swallows on the wing. They are very 
crepuscular during the hotter months of the year, feeding principally 
before 10 a.m. and again after the sun gets low down. They catch 
all their food on the wing, sailing from some lofty perch in wide 
circles all together and then once more collectirjg on one branch, 
30 or 40 birds huddled close up in the smallest space posfdble. A 
few minutes of shuffling about and getting comfortable and, for 
no apparent reason, a further launching into the air again. This 
may go on for an hour before darkiiess descends and they finally 
settle down to sleep. 


Artamus leucorhynchos* 

Lanins Uucorhijnchm Linn., Mantissa, p. 5*24 (1771). 
Type-locality : Manila. 


(7(54) Artamus leucorhynchos humei. 

HiMKS WniTE-RUMPBD SWALLOW-SlIUIKE. 

Artamus leucorhynchos humei Stresemann, Nov, Zool., xx, p. 

(1913) (Andamans). 

AHatnus leucoyaster. Blanf. & Oates, p. 4^10. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head and neck slaty-grey, changing to purplish 
grey-brown on back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts; rump, 
upper tail-coverts and whole under surface from breast pure 
white; tail blackish brown with very narrow pale tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale blue, dark blue, to deep brown ; 
bill pale blue, tipped with black ; legs and feet dark slaty to 
practically black. 

Measurements. Wing 127 to 134 mm.; tail 55 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus about 15 to 16 mm.; culmen 16 to 17 min. 

Tonng. Barred above with rufescent and with dark blackish 
bars; wing-coverts narrowly tipped with pale rufous. 

Distribution. Andamans and the Great and Little Cocos 
Islands. This form differs from typical leucorhynchos^ as pointed 
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out by Hume, iu being a far purer slaty, less sooty colour on the 
head and back. 

Nidiflcation and Habits differ in no way from those of the 
preceding species. Twenty-six eggs average 23*1x17*0 mm.: 
maxima 23*6 X 16*8 and 23*2 x 17*2 rnm.; minima 22*3 X 17*1 and 
23*0x16 6 mm. Mr. B. B. Osmaston says that they breed in 
March, April and May, almost invariably placing their nests 
on the broken-off stump of some stout branch of a tree. 
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The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial serai-rings; the edges of both mandibles smooth, with a 
single notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth and 
biiurainated; v<^ing with ten primaries; tongue non*tubular; 
nostrils clear of the line of forehead; the lower edge of the 
nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the 
culraen ; plumage of the nestling much barred with white ; nostrils 
overhung by hairs or plumelets ; rictal bristles two; sexes alike. 
An Autumn moult only. 


The Dicruridce^ Drongo-Shrikes or Drongos, form one of the 
mosteasily defined families of the Passeres, their black plumage and 
long forked tail of ten feathers sufficing to distinguish them readily. 
They appear to be more closely allied to the Shrikes than to any 
other Indian family and a very natural sequence seems to l)e Fly¬ 
catchers, Shrikes, 13rongos, though these end, so far as India is 
concerned, in a cul-de-sac ; if we work eastw ards, however, 
through Malaya to Australia they would appear to approacli very 
closely to the Faradiseidf^. 

A great deal still remains to be worked out in regard to the 
local movements of the Drongos, although they are among the 
most common of our Indian birds. They are not migratory in the 
true sense, yet many of the species move considerably during the 
rains and the dry-weather periods, movements of which we as yet 
know very little, either in regard to cause or extent. 

In all the Dkruridm the wing is pointed and long ; the tarsus is 
short but fairly stout and the tail is long. In this family energy 
seems to be expressed in various forms of head-adornment, in 
remarkable development of the tail or in both ways. 


Key to Genera, 


A. Outer tail-feathersnot greatly lengthened ; 
no portion of shaft bare. 

a. Forehead not tufted. 

Bill deep; width and depth at nostrils 

equal . 

/>'. Bill depressed; width greater than 
depth at nostrils. 

b. Forehead tufted. 

d. Tuft composed of a few hairs several 

inches long. 

d. Tuft composed of few hair-like 

feathers, half-an-inch long . 

e\ Tuft composed of ordinary feathers 
half-an-inch long . 


Dicurnus, p. 3/)3. 
Chaptia, p. 368. 

CuiBiA, p. 370. 
Dissbxiuroxdss, p. 371. 
Dissemurclus, p. 373. 








DICBCTBirS. 


353 


1}. Outer tail-feathers greatly lengthened and 
part of shafts bare. 

c;. Terminal portion of outermost tail- 

feathers equally webbed on both sides. IIhbinoa, p. 374. 
d. Terminal portion of outermost tail- 
feathers much more broadly webbed 

on the outer than on the inner side .. Dissemubus, p. 376. 


Genus DICRURUS. 

Dicrunis Vieill., Xouv. Diet. dTHst. Nat., ix, p. 685 (1817). 

Type, D, baUcdssiits. 

In the genus Dicrurus the bill is stout, sharply carinated and 
covered at the base by dense short feathers, which partially 
conceal the nostrils. There is no crest or tuft on the head. 
The tail is well-forked, the outermost feather exceeding the 
middle pair by a distance of from once to over twice the length of 
the tarsus; the outer tail-feathers have a curve upwards, sometimes 
so slight as to be liardly noticeable. 

This genus is one which has hitherto been very unsatisfactorily 
dealt with ; the greater number of the species contained in it 
range over a very wide area and are therfore subject, as we sliould 
expect, to geographical variations, sometimes slight, soinefimes 
very proriouticed : Oates treated some of these variations as full 
species and some he ignored altogether, a position almost certain 
to arise when subspecies are not recognized but much easier to- 
deal with when the trinomial system is accepted. Under the 
latter system we can recognize live easily distinguished species^ 
these being again divided into more or less numerous geographical 
races. 

Key to Sp€ci€9» 

A. Upper plumage deep glossy black. 

a. Outermost tail - feathers exceeding 
central ones by about length of 

tarsus Ri\d distinctly curved. 

h. Outerino.st feathers exceeding central 
pair by mon^ than twice length of 

tarsus and only faintly curved. 

n. Upper plumage grey. 

c. Lores and sides of head grey. 

fi'. Lower plumage uniform grey. 

h\ Lower plumage partly white . 

d. Lores and sides of head white. 


1). annectens, p. 363. 

I), inacrocercusy p. .*>66. 

7). leucophcpus^ p. 369. 
JX veentUsceoSy p. 3f>6, 
/>. leucoyenysy p. 3b7. 


(765) Dicrurus annectens. 

Tub Crow-bibleb Diioxco. 

Bnchanya annectens Ilodgs., Ind. Rev., i, p. 320 (1837 ) (Nepal). 
Dicrurus annectens, Blanf. Oates, i, p, 312. 

Vernacular names. Kak-f-aja-somi (Assamese). 

VOL. 11. 2 A 
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Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with steel-blue 
•except on tiie lores, ear-coverts, inner webs ol‘ vving-quills and 
inner webs ot rectrices ; the tips of a few of the under wing- 
coverts and axilliiries are nearly always tipped with tiny white dots. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright ha/^el to deep brown ; bill and 
legs black. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 2G0 to 270 mm.: wing 
1:30 to 152 jnm.; tail 116 to 130 inm.; tarsus 11) to 20 inin.; 
l)ill, measured for clie sake of accuracy from the anterior edge of 
nostril to tip, 17 to 20 mm.; width at nostrils 8-5 to ITo mm. 

Kloss has (‘Ibis,’ lOl'B, p. 226) separated the Siam bird ns a 
new race, under the name of If, a, sicDuensIs, the supposed 
distinguishing feature being the small bill. A very exhaustive 
examination of the immense amount of material in the British 
Museum and in the Tring Museum shows that this form cannot 
be maintained, as birds with bills as small in all respects as th^ 
sni.aliest in Siam have been obtained in Assam, Nepal and Burma, 
whilst other specimens from Siam have bills as large as, if not 
larger than, have any individuals from these j)arts. 

Youug birds have bold white tips to tlie axillaries and under 
wing-coverts and tlie lower plumage from breast to under taii- 
coverts more or less barred with white. 

Nestling. Deep brown, barred more heavily on the lower 
plumage with white and the under tail-coverts nearly all smoky- 
white. 

Distribution. Nepal, 8ikkim, Oudh, Assam, North and South 
of the Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachin Hills, Shan States, Kareii 
Hills, Tenasserim, Siam and Malay Peninsula. 

Nididcation. The Crow-billed Drongo breeds during April, 
May and June in the foot-hills of the Himalayas and up to some 
2,000 feet throughout its range. The nest is a typical Drongo’s 
nest, very much the same as those of the PericrocotuhT, shallow 
saucers made of roots, weed-stems, bents and a few chips of leaves 
and grass-blades, well-intertwined and bound round the supporting 
branches and further strengthened with innumerable cobv\ebs and 
decorated with a little lichen, bits of hark or spiders' egg-bags, etc. 
They are always built in a hori/.ontal fork of one of the outer 
branches of a tree, often at a great height, sometimes almost or 
quite within reach of one’s hand, invariably, however, in a swaying 
slender branch, so that at every swing in a high wind it looks as 
if the contents must fall out. The site selected is one in thin or 
scattered forest, or in mixed bamboo and tree forest. The eggs 
number tliree or four and are very Imndsome. The ground¬ 
colour varies from a creamy-white to a warm salmon, and the 
primary markings consist of longitudinnl streaks and blotches of 
reddish or chestnut-brown with similar secondary markings 
of neutral tint and grey. In many eggs the inarlis are mo'^t 
numerous and often more or less confluent at the larger end. 
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Aberrant eggs are speckled or spotted rather than streaked. One 
hundred eggs average 2t)*3xl9'4 luni. : maxima 29*5x20-0 and 
20*5 X 20*2 mm.; minima 24*1 x 18*4 and 27*0 x 18*3 mm. 

Habits. Althougli the Crow-biiled Drongo is not really 
migratory, it is a curious wanderer in the non-breeding season 
backwards and forwards within a small area. It is a breeder 
only in the lower hills and the piaiiis immediately in their vicinity 
but from September to February or early March it may be found 
all over Assam and in many parts of Burma at a distance of 50 
to 100 miles from its breeding'-haunts. They are not gregarious 
birds and are not found in flocks, but they are very sociable and 
several individuals are often to be seen feeding amicably together. 
They are as plucky and pugnacious as the other members of their 
family, and will tackle any liawk, eagle or four-footed adversary 
that enters their domain, assisting oim another against their 
eonimon enemy. Tliey have an immense variety of notes, both 
pleasant and the reverse. Their flight is like that of the common 
Jllack Drongo, hut rather heavier and slower, though they display 
great activity in the pursuit of termites and flying insect-prey. 
Tlieir diet is entirely insectivorous. 


Dicrurus macrocercus. 

MuM icapa aira Hermann, Obs. Zool.,p. 208 (1804) (Tranquebarica) 
is nnfertunntely preoccupied by Muscicapa atm ol’dineli:!, 1789. 
The next earliest name is that of Vieillot, Dicrurm macrocercus^ 
which must therefore be us^^d. 

The Common Black Drongo is found over an area extending 
from Western India to a great part of China in the East, and from 
tl»e Himalayas in the North to Ceylon and Java in the South. 
As might he expected, there is a certam amount of variation 
coincident with geographical area but these variations are almost 
entirely those of size and of comparative length of wingvS and tails, 
which makes it very diflicult to define the various subspecies. 
I Inive already dealt with the Dtcruridce at length in * Novitates 
ZoologiiNo,’ XXV, p.296 H and here only summarize my remarks. 


Ket/ to SuhspecliS, 


A. Medium size ; wing nverage 140 min. ; 

tail 154 mm.; (-ulinen ahout 225 imn. 

B. Tjirge size; wing average 149 mm.: 

tail IbOmm.; culmtm about 23*5 mni. 

C. Very small size; wing average \:V>\ mm.; 

tail 153 mm. ; cnlmen about 20 mm. 
J). Medium size with short tail; wing 
average 148 mm. ; tail 147 mm.; 

cnlmen about 22 nnn.. 

E. 8izo u‘ry small with long tail; xving 
average 129 mm.; tail 140 nnn.; 
cnlmen about 21 mm. 


I) , m. rotv/•( y. 350. 

J) . »n. aioiru tas, p. 357. 

I), m. mtnto', p. tJ 58 . 

I ), fit . < aO ( a \‘ ur ^ p. 358 , 


1). m. lo/iptts, p. .350. 
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(766) Dicrurus macrocercus macrocercus. 

The Black Drongo. 

Dicmnis macrocevciis Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., ix, p. 588^ 
(1817) (India, restricted to Orissa). 

Dicrurus ater. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 312 (part.). 

Vernacnlar names. Kolsa, Bitehanffa, Bojanga (Hind.); Finga 
(Beng.) ; Japal Knfchit (Piinj.); Kitnick, Kal Kolachi (Sind.); 
Thampal (in the N.W. Provinces); Kotwal (in tlie Deccan); 
Yeti-inia^ Baradwa-jum^ Passala-poli-gadu (Tel.) ; Karri^Karrv- 
iiiak (Tam.). 

Description. Whole plumage deep black, everywhere glossed 
with steel-blue; a small white spot almost invariably present 
close to the angle of the gape. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to crimson ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 



Fig. 54.—Head of D. m . mucrt > cercii :>. 


Measurements. Wing 128 to 156 mm., average 110*4 mm.; 
tail 143 to 168, average 153*7 inm.; tarsus about 21 mm.; 
culmen 22*0 to 23*0 mm. 

The largest measurements seem to be invariably of AViiiter 
binls, probably wanderers from the North, whilst the smallest, also 
Winter birds, are equally probably wanderers from the extreme 
JSoiith. If we could restrict our measnreiiients to breeding birds 
only, these would probably be eliminated. 


D10BC7HU8. 


.357 


"Occasionally with horse or buffalo hair; the outside is nearly 
always decorated with pieces of lichen, moss, bark, spiders’ egg- 
bags, etc., but never in such profusion as are the nests of the 
Pericrocoti, Most nests are placed high up in tall trees, but I 
have seen them within reach of the hand. Almost without 
exception, however, they are placed in a fork of one of the outer 
and most slender branches, frequently in what appear to be such 
perilous oositions that the contents must be lost in a high wind. 
The eggs generally number four in the more northern districts, 
three or even two only in the southern ones. They vary in 
colour from pure spotless white to rich warm cream or salmon, 
and the marks vary from a few black specks and dots to rather 
profuse markings of rich purple-red, reddish brown or pale pinky- 
brown ; most ♦ggs have underlying marks of iieutral tint and 
lavender-pink, t hough these are sometimes missing. Two hundred 
eggs average 25*5xlb*0 mm.: maxima 28*3x20*0 and 25*1 X 
20*1 mm.; fuiniina 23*0X 1^*5 mm. and 25*2x17*1 mtn. 

Habits. The “ King-( row ” is one of the best known and most 
familiar of our Indian birds ; its glossy black shape and undulating 
flight are to be seen in every garden and roadside, whilst its cheery 
loud notes sound from all sides of every village, town or patch of 
cultivation. It is one of the bravest of our birds, dashing head¬ 
long at every unwanted intruder and driving it with wild shrieks 
from the vicinity of its nest or young. Harmless birds it 
tolerates without protest and many birds, such as Orioles, Fly¬ 
catchers and others, build their nests close to that of a King-Crow’s, 
so as to enjoy the protection of pluck greater than their own. 
Its ordinary flight is dipping and slow but it is capable of great 
speed in pursuit of its purely insect-diet, when its motions are no 
less graceful than rapid. It is a great mimic. 

(7(>7) Dicrurus macrocercus albirictus. 

Tuk Himalayan Black Dbongo. 

Ditrunta albinchis lloiigs., Ind. Kev., i. p. 326 (1837) (Nepal). 

Dirnirm (tier, lllauf. vi Oatet:, i, p. 312 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Pojanga^ Bmliamja (Hind.); Fbuja (Beng.); 
Thampal (S ,P,) \ C/iorrof, (Manipur). 

Description. Differs from />. m. macrocercus in being larger. 
Wing 140 to 165 mm., average 149*1 mm.; tail 140 to 184 mm.. 
avei*age 159*5 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmeii 23 to 24 mm. 
and distinctly heavier than in />. m, macrocercits. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas to East Assam, 
Manippr, (^hittagong. Northern Bengal, North Chiu Hills, North 
Kuchin Hills and North Shan States. 

Nidiffcation. The Himalayan King-Crow breeds from the plains 
along the edge of the Himalayas up to 7,000 feet, at which height 
Mr. P. Dodsworth found it breeding near Simla, The breeding- 



d58 


BlCllURIDiS. 


season is a little later than that of the last, few birds breeding 
before May. The nest is exactly like that of the Coniinon DrongOv 
and the eirgs only differ from those of that bird in being ratlier 
larger. Fifty eggs average 27*1x19*8 nnii.: maxima 29*4 x 
21*1 mm.; minima 23*6 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits those of the species. 

(768) Dicrurus macrocercus minor. 

The Ceylon Black Dkongo. 

J)icruni8 minor Laynrd, A. M .N. II., (2) xiii, p. (18o4) (Ceylon)* 
l}icri4rus ater. Bhmf. c'c Oates, i, p. 312 (])art.). 

Yernacular names. Kari-luravi (Tam. in Ceylon). 

Description. A much smaller bird than either of th»* pi\n^eding 
races with a smaller weaker bill but with an equally long tail. 
Wing 125 to 143 min., average 333 mm.; tail 135 to 165 min., 
average 153*3 mm.: bill about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. If a suflieient number of breeding- 
birds only could be examined, it is j)robabIe that the 8onth 
Travaiicore birds would be found to be of tins race and, on ti»e 
other hand, a few individuals which have occnired there of 
exceptionally large size and with heavy hills would possibly prove 
to be non-breeding visitors. 

Nidiffcation. Similar to tliat of the other races of this species, 
but at present not much is known as to its bree<ling-iiabits and as 
to how high it is found at this season. The eggs are like those of 
the Common King-Crow, though I have as yet seen no pure white 
ones either from Ceylon or South Travancore. They are, of course, 
very small. Twenty-one eggs average 24*2x 18*1.mm.: maxima 
27*0x19*0 mm. and 20*1x19*2 mm.; minima 22 8xlS*9 and 
24*4 X 17*2 min. The breed!ng-sea.son is March to the end of 
April, and only two or three eggs are laid. 

Habits those of the speeie.s. 

(769) Dicrurus macrocercus cathcecus. 

The CiuNESB Black Duoncio. 
lyUrurwi eathacm Swiiih., P. Z. S., 1871, p. 377 (China). 

Vernacular names. Lin mi-$ue (Burmese). 

Description. This form is very close to D, m, macrocercus hut 
is n rather larger bird with a comparatively shorten’ tail. The 
rictal white spot is often wanting. Wing 135 to 155 mm.^ 
average 148'4 mm.; tail 125 to 165 mm., average 148. mm.; 
tarsus about 21 inm.; culmen about 22 inm. 

Distribution. Burma South of the area mentioned for the last 
species. South China, Siam and the Indo-Chinese countries and 
Hainan. In Burma it is found at least as far South as Amherst 
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and Mergui, whence we iiave birds with wings measuring 143 and 
144 inin. respectively ; but about here it must grade into the next 
raceaiKl Kloss is probably right in assigning to the latter specimens 
from the extreme South-west of Peninsular Siam. 

Nidification that of the species. Mr. Hop wood has found it 
breeding in Maymyio, South Chin Hills and in Teiiasserim. 
Messrs. La Touelie, Styun and Ricketts all found it breeding in 
great numbers in China. A small series of eggs, whieli I owe to 
these gentlemen, measures Jis follows:—Average 20 eggs 2o’Sx 
18*6 mn».: maxima 27*0x19*0 and 20*8x19*1 mm.; minima 
23*1 X 18*2 and 23*7 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits, 'r hos(* of the species. 


(770) Dicrurus macrocercus longus. 

I'm: Javan JinACK Dkongo. 

JJtcruriifi loU(/iU' Jtoiiaparte, Ceii^p. (ieii. Av., i, p. 3-‘)2 (I8o0) (.Ia\a). 

Vernacular names. Not recorded. 

Description. A small bird with small bill but comparatively very 
long tail; there is no riclal spot. AV^ing 121 to 130 inm., avermzo 
129 mm.; tail 130 to 107) mm., average 140*4 mm.; bill about 
20 to 21 mill. 

Distribution. Java, Malay Peninsula and extreme 8outh-west 
and South Burma. 

Nidificatiou. Notldng recorded. A nest and two eggs sent me 
from the extieme soutli of'renasserim should probably be referi'cd 
to this race. Both nest and eggs are very small, the latter 
measuring only 23*4x27*9 mm. They were taken on the 
14th Feb., lltOS, from a small tree just outside a village in the 
plains. 

Habits. Tiiose of the species. The detailed distribution of 
this bird anil its movemmits, both in the breeding and non-breeding 
season, still rennire a great (h ai of working out. 

Dicrurus leucophseus. 

Vieillot, Noiiv. Bict. d'llist. Nat., nouv. ed., ix, p. r)87 (1817), ex 
Levuillant, Le Dor.gii,Ois. d'AtViipic, pi. 170^ Java; Stuait Ihiker, 
Nuvitatos /onl., xxY, p. I'Ol tl9!H). 

I have dealt with this species in great detail in lor, cU,, and space 
is not available here to repeat my remarks The great difKculty 
in determining the races is due not only to the extreme individual 
variation but, also, to the fact that the species is a contirmed 
Avanderer in the non-breeding season and we therefore cannot 
u ith certainty say what Museum specimens are breeding-birds and 
what local visitors only. If we could eliminate all but breeding- 
birds, we should almost certainly find the dift'erences greatly 
accentuated. If the contrary was found to be the ease, some of 
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the forms now accepted would have to be suppressed. Of the 
races I accepted in 1918 as fairly well recognisable, the following 
are found within the limits of this work :— 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Wing average 127 nun.; tail VM mni. 

General colour a bluish grey, not very 
dark . 

B. Wiug average 132 mm.; tail 138 mm. 

General colour much darker, more 

indigo-grey. 

O. Wing average 140 mm.; tail 150 mm. 
General colour much the same as in B. 

D. Wing average 141 mm.; tail 152 mm. 

General colour decidedly paler, more 
grey,less indigo. 

E. Wing average 1.‘44 mm.; tail 148 mm. 

General colour as in I) . 

F. Wing average 131 mm.; tail 130 mm. 

General colour ratlier darker than in 
DaiulK . 


Jj. 1. distuvhnns, p. 300. 

I). /. nitjrt^ct'HSy p. 301. 

I) . /. ]). 301. 

J) . L stevemi^ ]). 302. 

1). /. lotuiicaudatus, p. 362. 

1). 1. miuirnu}*, p. 3t>4. 


(771) Dicrurus leacophsus distnrbans. 

The South Buumkse Duongo. 

JHcrurus ieucophmts disturbaus Stuart Baker, Xov. Zool., x.xv, p. 2t)3 
(1918) (Amherst). 

Dierttrus niyrescens, Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 315. 

Yernacnlar names. Lou mi-sne (Burmese). 

Description. Whole plumage steel-grey, a little paler on the 
rump and paling slightly from the hreuNt to the under tail-cover*s, 
the steel sheen also gradually fading away on these parts; lores 
and a line over the forehead dull black ; wing-quills blackish 
brown; rectrices brownish at the tip. In abraded plum;ige 
obsolete dark centres to the feathers of the head and wing-coverts 
show up fairly plainly. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to deep crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measnrements. Total length about 250 to 200 mm.; wing 123 
to 146 min., average 127 mm.; tail 122 to 155 mm., average 
131 mm.; culmen 21 to 22 mm.; tnr.sus about 18*5 to 19*5 mm. 

Distribution. Malay Penin.sula, except in the extreme 
Peninsular Burma and Siam as far North as Bangkok. 

Nidiftcation. Mr. Hop wood found this King-Crow breeding 
^luring April near Tavoy in Tenasserim, and Mr. W. A. T. 
Kellow sent me birds, nests and eggs procured in May near 
Bimpang. Nests and eggs are indistinguishable from those of the 
well-known form D. 1. tonyicaudatus, which are fully described 
later on. Fifteen eggs average 24*1 x 18*2 mm.; extremes, 
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maxima 28*6 X 18*3 and 24*5 x 18*6 inin.; minima 21*5 X 18*1 and 
-24*0X18*0 mm. 

Habits those of the species. This is perhaps more of a forest- 
bird than some of the geographical races of the Grey Drongo, and 
haunts thin deciduous forest and light scrub as well as well- 
wooded open lands. It is found alike on plains and up to 3,000 
or 4,000 feet in the Burmese Hills. 

(772) Dicrurus leucophaeus nigrescens. 

The Bukmesi: Guey Beongo. 

Dicrurus nigrescenk Oates, Ilume^H Nests and Kggs, 2nd ed. i, p. 208 
(1889) (Rangoon) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 315. 

Vernacular names. Lon-mi-stu (Burmese). 

Description. Generally speaking, a darker bird than D, L 
difitnrham and decidedly bigger. 

Colours of soft parts. Tlie same in all the races. 

Measurements. Wing (123) 128 to 143 mm., average 132 ; tail 
124 to 154 mm., average 138 mm. 

Distribution. All Oentral Burma aitd Siam from about the 
latitude of Bangkok, North to the South Chiu and Kaehin Hills ; 
South Shan States and Soutii Yunnan. 

Nidificatiou. There is nothing on record about the niditication 
of this Drongo, although comnioii enough in many parts of Burma. 
A clutch of eggs taken by Mr. J. C. Hopwood are like the pink 
type of eggs of 1). /. longicandatHS^ and were taken at Maymyio in 
May. They measure about 24*5x 18*3 mm. 

Habits the same as those of other races. This is a bird of 
ratlier lugher elevations during tlie breeding-season, April to June, 
but spreads over a great part of Burma during the cold weather. 
Much still remains to be learnt about its local movements and 
migrations. 


(773) Dicrurus leucophmus hopwoodi. 

'fHE Assam (iuKV DBoyco. 

Dicrurvs Icncophicus hopwoodi Stuiirt Baker, Nov. Zool., xxv, p. 294 
(1918) (Dacca). 

Dicrurtis cincraceifs, Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 318. 

Vernacular names. Lon-mi-me (Burmese). 

Description. This is the darkest of all the Eastern forms of 
Dicrunig lencopJurns and also the biggest. 

Measurements. Wing 130 to 153 mm., average 140 mm.; tail 
130 to 167 mm., average 149 mm.; culmeu 23 mm. 

Distribution. Assam aud Bengal, South and East of the 
Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Chittagong Hill-Tracts and the 
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Northern parts ot* the Chiu and Kachin Hills, Shan States and 
Yunnan. 

Nidification. This Grey Drongo breeds in great numbers in 
Assam between 4,000 and 5,000 feet and less freely up to 6,000 or 
7,000 feet and right down to tlie plains. They breed in April and 
May, many birds having second broods in June and July. I'lie 
nest is just like that of the Common Indian Grey Drongo but is 
more often placed in trees actually in or on the outskirts of forest. 
One hundred and tiftv eggs average 24*0 x 18*5 mm. : maxima 
27*5 X 19-3 and 25*3 x 20*0 mm.; minima 21*9 x 17*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. It is resident and breeds at all 
ranges from the foot-hills to about 4,000 feet, but above that 
elevation most birds come merely for the breeding-season and 
leave again for lower elevations after August. In tl e plains a 
certain number are resident but the majority leave these and visit 
the hills for breeding-purposes. 

(774) Dicrurus leucophsBus stevensi. 

The Himalayan Grey Ducngo. 

Dicrurus leucopfurus stecen<i Stuart Baker, Xov. ZooL. xxv, \). 204 

(1918) (Itnrjeehug). 

Dicrurus lonijicamhitus, Bianf. Gates, j, p. :>I4. 

Vernacular names. iSahim or Sahim-pho (Lejjclia); Olie-chuin 
(Bhut.); (Beng.). 

Description. This is the largest and darkest form West of the 
Brahttiaputra, though neitlier so large or dark as D. L 1ioiru:oodi 
on ihe East; the tail is comparatively very long. 

Measurements. Wing 127 to 152 mm., average 141 mm.; tail 
128 to 175 mm., average 152 inm. ; ciilmen 22 to 23 mm. 

Distribution. West Nepal to Eastern Assam, West and North 
of the Brahmaputra, the foot-hills and plains immediately adjacent 
tliereto. 

Nidification. Breeds commonly during April, May and June 
from the foot-hills up to 6,O00 feet or rather liigher, but princi¬ 
pally between 3,000 and 5,000 feet. Nest and eggs only dilfer 
trom those of the Coinmoii Grey Drongo in being larger. I’he 
few I have seen average 25*9 x 19 0 mm. ; a ]arge*r serits might 
reduce this. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(775) Dicrurus leucophssus longicaudatus. 

The Inoian Geey Drongo. 

Dicrurus longicaudatus A. Hay, Jerd., Madr. Joinr. L. vS-, xii, pt, ii, 
p. 121 (1845) (Nilghiris); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 314. 

Vernacular names. Nil finga (Beng.); Eratu-valan kuravi 
(Tam.). 
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Description. Similar to D, 1. stevensi but smaller. 

Measurements. Wing 124 to 145 mm., avertige 134 mm.; 
tail 127 to 170 mm., average 148 mm. ; culmen 21-5 to 22*5 
mm. 

Distribution. The whole ol India West and South of the 
distribution of the preceding bird and perhaps the extreme Sout h 
of Travaiicore. It appears, however, not to be found on the 
South-Eastern and East Central part of India, though Jerdoii 
records it from Bastar in the Central Provinces. The biggest 
birds included in the above measurements are all Winter birds, as 
are the smallest birds in the preceding race and measurements 
of Summer birds only increases decidedly the difference in tlie 
average measurements. 

Kidification. The Givy llrongo breeds throughout its habitat 
from the level of the Plains up to at least 7,U00 feet, at which 
elevation its nests liave been found by ^Ir. A. E. Jones and the 
late ^Ir. P. Dodsworth. The greater nuraber of plains’ birds 
seem, however, to mo\e to the nearest plateaus and hills to nesi. 
'Ihe breeding-season is during May and June, a few birds laying 
both earlier and later. The nest of this, as of all the other races 
of Grey Drojjgo, is a shallow saucer ineasurittg externally about 
4 inches in diameter by about or 2 inches deep, whilst internally 
the cup is about incti less each way. It is made of grass-stems, 
roots and, less otten, of fine twigs, weed*stems, strips of bamboo- 
leaf ami other materials. They are very well put together, 
though tile materials are ofU^n ratlier scanty, being strongly 
reinforced with atnple spiders’ webs. Occasionally they are 
decorated outside witli a few' scraps of moss, lichen or spiders’ 
egg-bags hut never to so great an extent as are the nests of 
rtn'icrucotus. J'ho situation selected for the nest is practically 
alwans one on a slender branch on the top or outside of a tree. 
It may be pUiced either on a liorj*/.ontnl fork or on the top of one 
or more small bruuche.s and is very rarely to be seen in an 
upriglit fork or on a stunt hough. The height at which it is 
placed variOvS greatly; I liave taken the eggs from a nest standing 
within a couple of feel of the ground, whilst other nests I have 
seen were lilty feet from it and quite unobtaiuahle. The eggs,^ 
three or lour in number, are very iiaiidsome. They range from 
pure spotless white to deep salmon or buffy-pink and the markings 
range from a few black pin-points to profuse chestnut, reddish 
brown, [jurple-browii or yellow-brown blotches. As a rule, they 
are more numerous and more of the character of blotches rather 
than spots ns in the Black Drongos’ eggs. The shape is normally 
a broad oval, very little depressed at the smaller end. The texture 
is smooth and fairly line but not glossy. Two hundred eggi^ 
average 23*6 X 18-2 mm. : maxima 25'5x 18*1 and 25*2 x 19*2 mm. ; 
minima 21*2 X 17*4 and 23*0‘x 17*3 mm. 

Habits. Although found often in the true Plains the Grey 
Drongo prefers well-wooded hills and broken country with 
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plenty of open spaces and is common in gardens and all round 
towns and villages. Except in a few places it does not care 
about forests, though occasionally found in thin deciduous tree- 
forest, or in secondary scrub or other growth. It is not gregarious 
but is very sociable, several birds often being seen hawking for 
insects in close proximity to one another. They feed entirely on 
insects, catching most of these in the air but often descending 
to the ground to seize some fat grasshopper or other tempting 
morsel. It is a very bold bird, like its black cousin, attacking 
any kite, crow or other objectionable bird which may invade 
its territory, not desisting until it has driven it away. It has 
a very large vocabulary of notes, some harsh and some sweet, 
and it has a very pleasant musical song uttered almost throughout 
the 3 ^ear. In addition to this it is an excellent mimic, whilst 
some of its notes seem to be ventriloqiiistic. 


(776) Dicrurus leucophaeus minimus. 

The CEYrx>N Grey Diioxgo. 

Dicrurus leucophceus minimus Stuart B.iker, Nov. /(Kd., xxv, 
p. 296 (19J8) ((.’eylou). 

Dicrurus lomjicaudatus, Hhinf. k Oates, i, p. .‘U4 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Kratu-ndan-kururl (Tam.). 

Description. A small, rather dark bird with a (‘oin[)aratively 
short tail. 

Measurements. Wing 120 to 135 mm., average 13l Omm.; 
tail 133 to 147 nun., average 139 mm.; cuhneii 21 to 22 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South of Travaucore. 

The Javan race, the true D. leitcophusns leucoplupus^ is a small 
very pale form with a comparatively very short‘tail. Wing 
average 127 mm.; tail average 123mni. 

Nidification. Not recorded. This binl probably does not breed 
in Ceylon, and both Messrs. Waite and Phillips assure me that 
Legge was quite correct in saying that it is a non-breeding migrant 
only. On the other hand, there i.s a very small dark Drongo 
which does breed in the extreme South of Travaucore, .smaller 
and darker than specimens from N. Travaucore and Malabar. 
This bird is exactly the same as the Ceylon one and has the same 
short tail. For the present therefore I retain minimus as a 
subspecies, pending further material for comparison. 

Two eggs sent me from Travaucore measure 21*7 X 17*8 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species but it is more of a forest-bird than 
any of the Northern forms. Leggo speaks of it as almost entirely 
a forest-haunting King-Crow, and Mr. J. Stewart says that his own 
•experience corrjoboi’ates this in South Travaucore. 
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Dicrurus coerulescens. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Whole abdomen, posterior flanks, vent 

and under tail-coverts while; larger, 

wing average about l.'iOinm. 1). c. cwmlescem^ p. 36o. 

Ik Abdomen nearly always dark, only vent 

and under tail-covens white; smaller, 

wing average about 112 mm. 2). c. leucopygialis, p. 366* 

Those two races merge into one another in a remarkable manner 
and it would almost seem as if there were two species—one, 
c(enile8cens, a white-bellied Indian bird with a small race 
inhabiting North-West Ceylon, and a second species, leucopygialiSy 
with a dark belly, inhabiting Ceylon only. 

The Indian bird throughout its area has a white abdomen, 
though this varies considerably in extent individually and some¬ 
what decreases as one works farther South. Specimens exactly 
similar to Southern Indian birds in coloration are found over 
a great part of Ceylon but in size all these agree with the smallest 
Ceylon birds measuring in the wing only 104 to 111 mm. The 
majority also have the browner breast of the Ceylon birds, though 
this brown or grey tint varies somewhat throughout the whole 
area of this species. 

For tlie jiresent I retain the whole of the Ceylon birds under 
the name of 1), c. Uncopyyialis, 

(777) Dicrurus coerulescens coerulescens. 

The White-bellied Drongo. 

Lnnius carulfS'eus Linn.. S. N., i, p. 134 (1760) (Bangalji). 

Dicrurus cccrtdescens. Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 316. 

Vernacular names. Phari huclumya,, Dhnpri (Hind.); Uhouli 
(Beug.) ; Nrlla or Kenda passala j/oliyadu (Tel.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage deep glossy indigo with 
greenish reflections in certain lights; wing-quills and inner webs 
of reetrices blackish brown; cliin, throat, breast and upper flanks 
brownish grey; belly, |)osterior flanks, vent and under fail- 
coverts white; lores and a line at the base of the upper 
mandible black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to lake; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.: wing 120 lo 
138 mrn.; tail 110 to 138 mm. ; culmen (measured from anterior 
front of nostril to tip) 15 to 17 miu. ; tarsus about 11) mm. 

Young are very brow^n, retaining traces of the nestling- 
plumage on the breast, flanks, axillaries and under \ving-coverts. 

Nestling. Hull brown, the breast and flanks barred with white 
and the wing-coverts edged with pale rufescent white. 
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Distribution. India from the extreme South to Catch on tlie 
West and thence North to Garhwal, but not West and North of 
this. On the East it extends to Western Bengal and Behar and 
it ascends the Himalayas between these points to about 6,000 feet. 

Nidification. The White-bellied Drongo breeds from the foot¬ 
hills and broken ground adjoining them up to at least 6,000 feet 
and perhaps 1,000 feet higher. It keeps to lieavily wooded 
country and to forest, laying in April, May and June, making the 
usual Drongo's nest, though, perhaps, rather larger and stronger 
in proportion to its size. The materials consist principally of 
roots aiid grasses and the nests are attached to the outer branches 
of small or medium-sized trees. The eggs number two or three and 
are typical small Drongo-eggs, varying in ground from the palest 
cream or yellowish-salmon to a warm salinoTi, the markings 
varying almost iis much as in the IMack Drongos. Thirty eggs 
average 23*2 x 17*5 min. : maxima 241 x 18 0 mm. ; minima 19*1 
xl5*2 inm. 

Habits. This Drongo is far more of a forest-hird than either 
the Black or (Irey Drongos, though it is found about plantations 
and cultivation as well, where there are lots of trees. In 
its manners, flight, diet, etc. it differs little from these birds and it 
is equally courageous and pugnacious. It is said to have a sweeter 
song than any of the other Drongos of this genus. 

(778) Dicrurus coerulescens leucopygialis. 

The W 11 iTE- V exted 1)iiox a (v. 

Dicrurus leucopyffialis Blytli, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 198 (1846) ( Ceylon); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 31t>. 

Vernacular names. Kowda or Kawada Panika ((\ yl.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding race but, generally, with 
the white restricted to the vent aiul under tail-coverts and 
posterior flanks In some birds tin* abdomen is also nearly all 
white blit very seldom to anything like the extent it is in true 
ccernlcscens. The breast is generally a browner grey than it is in 
that bird and it is also a good deal smaller. 

Colonr of soft parts as in tlie preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 104 to 123 mm.; tail 104 to 120 mm.; 
tarsus about IS mm.; eulinen 15 to 16 inm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. This Drongo breeds during March, A])ril and 
May in the plains and foot-hilU of Ceylon hut, ap()arently, not up 
to any great height in the hills, It occurs in Kandy and up to 
2,o00 feet but there are only records of stragglers above this 
height. The nest is a shallow cup placed in the outer branclies 
of trees iu forests or plantations at heights between 10 and 30 
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feet from the ground. It is made of roots and grasses, someti’ues 
of one of tliHse only and is generally ornamented on the outside 
wiih scraps of hark, lichen or moss, the whole structure being 
strengthened with many cobwebs. ISince rubber has been planted 
in Ceylon the rubber-trees seem to be very favourite sites. The 
eggs are like those of the last bird and a b<^autiful series of 
fifty eggs collected by Messrs. E. Waite and W. AV. A. Phillips 
average 22 0 x 17’1 mm.: maxima 25 0x 18 0 and 23*5 x 18‘2 mm.; 
minima 18*0x15*1 min. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 


(“79) Dicrurus leucogenys leucogenys. 

The White-cheeked Dkongo. 

liuchanya leucof/e/tj/s Walden, A. M. N. H., (4) v, p. 219 (1870) 
(Chinu). 

Din'untR Intcuf/enys. lilanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 317. 

Vernacular names. Xot recorded. 

Description. Eoreliead black, grading into blue-grey on crown ; 
lores, ear-coverts and round the eye white ; sliafts of tail-feathers 
black and outer webs of outermost pair of tail-feathers blackish ; 
terminal portions of wing-quills blackish ; remainder of upper 
plumage ])ale bluish grey with a distinct sheen; below the same 

with no sheen and paler on the abdomen. 

* • ^ 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to deep crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 132 to 140 mm.; tail 125 to 138 mm.: 
tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; bill from anterior point of nostril to 
tip about 10 to 17 mm. 

Birds from Hainan and Cochin China are ratlier darker and 
smaller, wing 12tt to 135 nnn.. whilst birds from Sumatra are 
decidedly darker below and much smaller with a short tail; wing 
12n to 124 mm.; tail 98 to 120 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma to Singapore, tlie Indo-Chinese 
countries (excepting |)erlmp8 Cochin China and Hainan), Siam, 
Yunnan, China and Japan. 

Nidification. La Touche found this bird breeding in large 
numbers during May and June at Fowhow, building a typical 
Drougo's nest eitlmr on a Pine or other tree, generally at a good 
height from the ground. Eighty-two eggs average 24*4 x 18*8miu: 
maxiuui 26*4X 19*3 uiiu.; minium 21'8xl7*3. They vary in the 
same manner as do those of the more common Droiigos in 
India. 

Habits. Those of tlm genus. 
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Genus CHAPTIA. 

Chaptia Ilodgs., Ind. Rev., i, p. 3*26 (1887). 

Type, Chaptia cenea V'ieill. 

The genus Chaptia links Dwums with Chibia, It is more 
glossy than the former and has the feathers of the crown and 
hind neck longer and more pointed but not becoming long hackles 
as in the neck-feathers of Chibia, It differs from both genera in 
its very depressed and flattened bill. The tail is much forked, 
the middle pair of feathers reaching little beyond the middle of 
the tail. 

Chaptia senea. 

Key to Subajiecies. 

A. Larger. Wing average about 124 nun.; 

rump generally lighter ; abdomen gene¬ 
rally more grey . C. cp. anea, p. 368. 

B. Smaller. Wing average about 118 mm.; 

rump generally darker; abdomen gene¬ 
rally less grey . C. re. malayeusUj p. 369. 

( 780 ) Chaptia senea senea. 

The Nortiierx Bronzbo Droncjo. 

Dionras reneus Yieill., Nouv. Diet, d’llist. Nat., ix, p. 580 (1817) 
(Bengal, restricted to Dacca). 

Chaptia renen. Blanf. <fe Oates, i, p. 318. 

Vernacular names. Chota Bwhanya (Beng.); Chaptia (Nep.). 

Description. Whole plumage black glossed with bronze, 
showing green or lilac reflections in certain lights ; lower 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts browner and without gloss ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries tipped witli white in all but 
the oldest birds; rump often grey and witljout gloss. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to crimson-lake ; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 115 to 
132 mm..; tail 105 to 130 mm.; tarsus about 14 mm.; culnieii 
21 mill. 

Young birds have the axillaries and under wing-coverts heavily 
spotted with white. 

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Mussoorie in the West to 
Eastern Assam and North-East Bengal, Manipur, Chin and 
Kachin Hills, Yunnan to Hainan. A single specimen in the 
British Museum from Saigon has as a wing of 132 mm. and may 
possibly be of this same race. 

Kidification. This Bronzed Drongo breeds in April, May and 
early June, building a nest quite typical of the family but, as one 
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would CTLpect, much smaller than that of Dicriirus. It is built in 
similar positions in slender branches on the outside or at the top 
of trees standing either in forest or well-wooded country at any 
height between ten and forty feet from the ground. The eggs 
number two to four, the most common type being one with a 
rather deep salmon-pink ground, faintly marked in a ring or cap 
with deeper reddish pink. A few eggs are more boldly blotched 
and spotted with reddish brown, like small replicas of those of 
Dicrurun macrocercus^ One hundred eggs average 21*1 x 16*1 mm.; 
maxima 24*1 X 10*0 and 22*2 x 17*2 mm.; minima 19*9 x 15*9 mm. 
and 20*0 X 16*0 mm. 

Habits. Th is Northern Bronzed Drongo is found from the 
plains up to at least 7,000 feet, and seems to be resident 
throughout the year except iu the highest parts. It is essentially 
a forest Drongo, though also found to some extent where there 
are many orchards and well-wooded tracts. It keeps much to 
the higher trees when hawking for insects and is singularly^ 
graceful and cpiick in its movements. Although like the rest of 
the family it has many discordant cries, it has a sweet song and 
many pleasant call-notes as well. It is as plucky in defence of 
territory, nests or young as are all the other genera of this 
family. 


(781) Chaptia aenea malayensis. 

The Southekx Bronzed Drongo. 

Chaptia mnlayensis A. Hay, Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 204 (1846 
(Malacca). 

Vernacular names. Chota Kesraj (Gorakpur): Chinna Kari 
Kuravi (Telegu, Travancore). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but rather smaller; 
the rump is generally darker, though unglossed and the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts are generally darker, though individual 
variation in these characters is very great. 

Measurements. Wing 107 to 124 mm., average 118*4 mm.; 
tail 97 to 104 mm. 

Distribution. The wliole of Western India from South 
Travancore to Bombay; Orissa, Western Bengal to Calcutta, 
thence to the Sunderhaiids, Chittagong South of the Hill Tracts, 
Central and South Burma, Siam and the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification, Similar to that of the preceding bird, but the few 
eggs 1 have seen average smaller. 

Habits. Those of tlie genus. The Southern Bronzed Drongo is 
found from sea-level to the top of the highest hills, but never 
except in forevSted or well-wooded country which is broken by 
ravines, small hills or rough ground or in the immediate vicinity 
of such country. In flight, voice, diet, etc. it differs in no way 
from the Noithern form. 
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Genus CHIBIA. 

Chibia Hedge., Ind. Rev., i, p. 324 (1837). 

Type, Chibia hottentotta Linn. 

In Chibia the bill is long, pointed and curved downwards. The 
plumage is very glossy and the feathers of the sides of the neck 
greatly lengthened and lanceolate. About half-a-dozen long hairs 
spring from the posterior crown lying over the neck and back; 
the tail is nearly square and the tips of the outermost feathers 
curved upwards. 

(782) Chibia hottentotta hottentotta. 

The Indian 1Iaiii-cke8ted Duongo. 

Corvua hottentottm Linn., S. N., i, p. loo (1766) (Hikkim). 

Chibia hottentotta. Blanf. Oates, i, p. 320. 

Vernacular names. Krishna-raj.^ Kishen~raj\ Kesraj (Beng. 
and Hind.) ; Kesya, Jobraj (Nep.) ; Povony^j)ho (Lepcha) ; 
Yentika passala poligadu (Tel.). 

Description. Whole plumage black; the head, neck, wings, tail 
and breast with metallic-blue gloss, inclining to bronze on the 
wings and tail in certain lights. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to dark brown; bill, legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm.; wing loo to 
180 mm.; tail about 145 to 160 mm.; tarsus about 22 to 24 mm.; 
culinen 26 to 32 mm. Southern birds average a great deal 
smaller than Northern ones, thus birds from Bombay have a wing 
measuring 158 mm., whilst those from North-West India average 
over 175 mm. At the same time there is great overlapping and 
at present very little material available from Southern India for 
comparison, so, for the present, I retain all but the small-billed 
Chinese birds under the one name. 

Toung birds are browner with less gloss and the axillaries and 
under wing-coverts tipped with wdiite; the neck-hackles, which in 
the adult run up to as much as 30 mm., are short and the long 
hairs which spring from the head not more than 50 mm. as against 
nearly 100 mm. in the adult. 

Nestling. Brown with obsolete white bars to the abdomen, 
flanks and breast; bold white tips to the axillaries and under 
wing-coverts and pale edges to the wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Travancore, Malabar and Bombay Presidency; 
Central Provinces and Chota Nagpore; the Himalayas from 
Murree to Eastern Assam; Burma Houth to Tenasserim; Shan 
States, Northern Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. The Hair-crested Drongo breeds from February 
and March to June in Western India and daring April, May and 
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June in Northern India and Burma. The nest is merely a large 
edition of the Common Drongo’s nest but is nearly always plac^ 
high up in a tree standing in forest. The eggs number three or 
four, rarely five or, equally seldom, two only. They are longer 
and more pointed in shape than other Drongos^ ©ggs, in ground¬ 
colour varying from pure white to deep salmon, pale creamy eggs 
being the most common. The markings consist of rather pale 
reddish blotches, somewhat longitudinal in character and fairly 
profuse everywhere. A few eggs are marked with scanty specks 
or spots of purple-brown or blackish. Two hundred eggs average 
29'2x21*2 rnm.: maxima 34*5x22*0 and 31*0x23*8 mm.; 
minima 25*0x20*5 and 27*5x19*8 mm. 

Habits. This Drongo is essentially a forest-bird and frequents 
broken ground, low hills and the bigger mountains up to some 
3,000 feet, wandering occasionally 1,000 feet higher than this. 
It is not gregarious and does not assemble in flocks but an 
unusually ample supply of food will attract many individuals and 
pairs which feed quite amicably together. Thus a flight of 
termites or a Boinbax in full bloom, with its great red flowers full 
of insects, will attract among other birds many of this species. 
They feed largely by searching flowers and leaves for insects but 
also catch these on the wing when they have the opportunity. 
Their ordinary flight is more powerful and less dipping than that 
of most Drongos whilst their calls are even louder and more 
diversified than any but those of DUsemn^rus, 

Genus DISSEMUROIDES. 

Dissemuroides Hume, Str. Feath., i, p. 408 (1873). 

Type, D. dicruriforynis Hume. 

The genus Disseynut'oides difi'ers from Dicrurus in possessing a 
tuft of hair-like feathers about half an inch long springing from 
the forehead. 


Dissemuroides andamanensis. 

Ketf to Subspecies, 

A. Smaller, wing always under 140 inm.. . I). a, andaynanensis, p. 371. 

B. Larger, wing awajs over 140 mra. D, a, dicniriforyyiU^ p. 372. 


(783) Dissemuroides andamanensis andamanensis. 

The Small Andamanese Drongo. 

Dicruy'us andaoianensis Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1807, p. 323 
(Andamans, Tort Blair). 

Dtsseruuroides undatyianensis. Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 321. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with blue-green 

2b2 
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everywhere except on the primaries and outer secondaries, which 
are brownish, and on the abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts 
which are velvety-black; axillaries and under wing-coverts tipped 
with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown, sometimes almost 
black; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 to 290 mm.; wing 126 
to 138 mm.; tail 118 to 161 min.; tarsus about 20 mm.: culmen, 
measured from anterior point of nostril to tip, 19 to 20 mm. 

Toung birds are browner with more conspicuous white tips to 
the axillaries and under wing-coverts. 



Fig. 55.—Head of />. «. andf(maneti,<i,<. 


Distribution. Port Blair and Macpliersori Straits and ? possibly 
other parts of the Andaman Islands. 

Nidification. According to Mr. B. B. Osmaston this Drongo 
breeds round about Port Blair from April to the middle of May, 
building a typical Drongo’s nest on some dry or leafless tree in 
forest. The eggs appear to vary in colour almost as much as 
those of the Common Black Drongos, though pure white eggs have 
not been found. Thirty-three eggs average 25*4x18*3 mm.: 
maxima 26*6x19*3 mm. ; minima 22*3x16*5 mm. 

Habits those of the family. It is apparently entirely a forest 
bird. 


(784) Dissemuroides andamanensis dicruriformis. 

The Large Andamanese Drongo. 

Du^muroiden dicruHfai'mu Hume, Str. Feath., p. 408 (1873) 
(Cocoa la., Andarnana); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 322. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the preceding bird in being much 
bigger. 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 156 mm.; tail 150 to 182 mm.; 
tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen 22 to 23 mm. 
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Distribution. The Great Coco and Table Islands in the 
Andamans. 

Nidiflcatiou. Unknown. 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding bird. 

Genus DISSEMURULUS. 

Dmeinuriilm Oates, Avifauna B. I., i, p. 322 (1889). 

Type, J). lopliorlilnus V^ieilL 

This genus is characterized by the possession of a tuft of 
ordinary feathers on the forehead measuring about half an inch 
in length. The tail is deeply forked, but the outer tail-feathers 
are not prolonged as the genera Bliringa and Blsseimirus, 


(785) Dissemurulus lophorhinus. 

The Ceyix)n Black Drongo. 

JJicruru^ loj/horhinufi Vieill., Nouv. Diet. dTIist. Nat. ix, p. 587 
(1817) (Ceylon). 

Disaemurulus Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 322. 

Vernacular names. Kowda^ KajnUu baya (Ceylon); Val^ Karl 
Karuvi (Tel., Travancore). 

Description. Whole pluinage black, glossed with steel-blue 
above, on exposed portions of wings and tail and also on the 
breast; forehead and tuft deep velvety-black; abdomen dull 
black ; axillaries and under wing-coverts tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull brownish red or dark yellowish 
red ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 130 to 14(5 mm.; tail 150 to 182 mm.; 
tarsus 24 to 25 miii,; culmen from nostril 20 to 21 mm. 

Young birds are duller; greyer on the abdomen and with much 
larger white tips to the axillaries and under wing-coverts. One 
young bird has a few white specks on the Hanks, indicating that 
these and the abdomen are possibly more or less barred with white 
in the nestling. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South Travancore. 

Nidification. This fine Drongo breeds in Ceylon and Travancore 
during March and April between the foot-hills and damp forests 
of the plains up to about 3,000 feet. The nest is described by 
Mr. Stewart as a shallow cup or cradle just like that of Dissemurus 
and is placed in quite similar positions in high trees in forest. 

The eggs number two to four and are very like those of 
JKssemurus paradisens but the ground-colour never seems to be as 
rich a salmon as it sometimes is in those of the Backet-tailed 
Drongo. The ground varies from almost white to a pale salmon 



374 


BlOfilTBlDiE. 


often with a tint of lilac or mauve in it. The markings consist of 
blotches and spots of reddish brown with secondary ones of pale 
neutral tint and lavender. These are usually distributed rather 
sparingly over the whole surface but rather more numerously 
towards the larger end. Fifty eggs average 27*8x20*1 mm.: 
maxima 30*2x20*7 and 29*1 x 22*0 mni.; minima 26*0 X 21*0 and 
27*2X20 0 mm. 



Fig. o6.—Head of D. lophorhint'.^. 


Habits. This Drongo keeps entirely to the interior of damp 
dense forest otherwise having much the same habits as the 
common species of Drongos. It seizes most of its prey on the 
wing and has a very fine vocabulary of notes both of its own and 
in mimicry of other birds. Although not gregarious it is very 
sociable in its habits, several pairs often feeding together in close 
propinquity. Like all the family it is very plucky and leads the 
small birds in their pursuit of owls, kites or other birds of prey. 


Genus BHRINGA. 

Bhringa Hodgs., Ind. Hev., i, p. (l>^:i7). 

Type, B, remifer Temm. 

The genus Bhringa is one of tu o genera of Drongos which have 
the outer pairs of tail-feathers greatly lengtluned, the middle 
portion of the shaft being webless. In BJn'inga the terminal 
portions or rackets of these feathers is flat and the shaft equally 
webbed on both sides, whereas in Dmemurus the web of the inner 
side of the racket is very narrow. There is no true crest, but the 
feathers of the forehead are dense and long, lying over nearly 
the whole length of the bill. 

Bhringa remifer. 

Edoliua remifer Temm., Ph (’ol., 17H (I82fl). 

Type-locality : Java. 
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(786) Bhringa remifer tectirostris. 

The Indian Lessee IIackbt-tailed Drongo. 

Bhringa tectirostru Hodj?s., Ind. Rev., i, p. 325 (1837) (E. Nepal). 
Bhringa remifer. Blanf. &; Oates, i, p. 824. 

Vernacular names. Bhimraj (Beng. and Assam.); Nambong 
punnong (Lepcha); Poyadi yapo (Bhut.); Dao-raja kashiha 
(Cachari). 



Description. Forehead, lores, chin and cheeks velvety-black; 
upper plumage, exposed parts of wings and tail, throat, neck and 
breast black glossed with blue-green, the sheen on the head and 
breast showing violet in certain lights; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries w’ith small wliite tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red; eyelids plumbeous; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length excluding Ions: tail-feathers about 
275 mm.; wiiij; 129 to 146 mm., average 130 mm.; tail up to 
350 and 400 min. with rackets generally between 70 and 80 mm. 
in length; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmeii about 21 to 23 mm. 

The Javan bird, the true B, r. remifer., is smaller, wing 128 to 
137 mm. with much shorter outer tail-feathers, these seldom 
exceeding 280 ram. The rackets are smaller and shorter, measuring 
about 50 mm. 

Young are greyer on the abdomen and have larger white tips to 
the axillaries and under wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Northern India from Eastern Nepal to East 
Assam both North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, 
Lusbai, Chittagong Hill-Tracts, the whole of Burma to Tavoy 
(Hopwood)\ the Chin, Kachin and Shan States, Yunnan, and 
Northern Siam. 

Nidification. The Small Racket-tailed Drongo breeds during 
April, May and June between the foot-hills and 6,000 feet, 
most often between 1,500 and 2,500 feet, but it is common in 
the Dibrugarh District of Assam in the foot-hills and broken plains 
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adjacent thereto. The nest is quite typical of the family and 
calls for no remark. The eggs, either three or four in number, 
are very broad in sha|>e with the small end but little compressed, 
and in colour are like richly tinted eggs of Bkrurus m, hopwoodi. 
but more blotched than spotted. One hundred eggs averagt^ 
25*5 X 18*6 mm.: maxima 27*3 X 19*0 mm. and 25*6 x 19*7 mm.; 
minima 23*2 x 18*7 mm. and 24*2 x 17*9 mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of forests, though it is very partial to 
cultivation-clearings in the centre of heavy woods and also to 
openings on river-banks and swampy glades. It keeps much to the 
tops of trees whence it sallies forth after beetles, butterflies and 
other insects. Its normal flight is slow and dipping, the long tail- 
feathers undulating through the air as it flies ; it is, however, also 
capable of great speed and activity, especially in pursuit of termites 
on the wing. It has many and most varied notes, very full and 
melodious, and it is an excellent mimic, though not so good as the 
next species. 


Genus DISSEMURUS. 

DUsemurus Gloger, Handb. Naturg., p. 347 (1842). 

Type, D,paradisem Linn. 

The genus Dissemurus differs from Bhringa in having the 
feathers of the forehead prolonged into a handsome crest, curling 
back over the crown and also in having the rackets of the long 
outer tail-feathers webbed broadly on the outer side but only 
very narrowly on the inner. Within our limits there is but one 
species, but this vanes greatly in different parts, both in size 
and in quality of crest and tail, forming several well-marked 
geographical races or subspecies. 


Dissemurus paradiseus. 


Key to SuhspecAes. 


A. Size medium ; wing 138 to 163 mm.; 

tail up to 420 mm. ; crest small, 
reachir)g only over anterior crown .. 

B. larger, wing 147 to 170 mm.; tail up 

to 435 mm.; crest longer, reaching 
centre of crown. 

C. The largest form ; wing 155 to 

182 mm.; tail up to 560 mm.; crest 
very full, covering whole crown .... 
I). Size large, wing 152 to 167 mm.; tail 
up to 450 mm.; crest absent or 
obsolete ; culnien average 32 mm. ., 
E. Size medium, wing 146 to 163 mm. j no 
crest; culmen 28 mm. 


D, p. paradiseus^ p. 377. 

D. p. ranyomitnsisj p. 378. 

D.p. grandis, p. 378. 

D. p. otioausy p. 380. 

/>. p, nicobnrienaia^ p. 380. 
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F. Size medium, wing 142 to 107 mm.; 
tail up to 415 mm.; cre^t up to centre 

or anterior crown . D. p> malaharxcus^ p. *‘181. 

O. Size small, wing 109 to 150 mm.; 

tail up to 040 mm.; crest very small. 1), p. c.etjlmetms^ p, 381. 


(JS7) Dissemurus paradisens paradiseas. 

Thk Siam LaegtE Racket-tailed Dkoxgo. 

Cnculusparadifieus Linn., S. N., ed. xii, p. 172 (1700) (Siam). 

DUsemurm paradisens. Blanf. «fc Oates, i, p. 325. 

Vernacular names. Nolc-seatj-sao-hang-huang (Siam) ; Lin-iai- 
rni-ami-ni gua (Tenasserim). 

Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with blue, except 
on the inner webs of the wing-quills, throat, abdomen and vent; 
the axillaries and under tail-coverts are tipped with white in all 
but very old birds. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to crimson-lake ; bill, feet and 
claws black. 

Measurements. Wing 138 to 163 mm. ; tail up to about 42u 
mm., generally about 400 mm.; tarsus about 2b mm.; culnien 27 
to 30 mm. 

Young are browner, less glossed and have the white under 
wing-spots more pronounced. 

Distribution. Central and South Siam and Peninsular Burma. 
Birds from the West run rather larger than birds from the East, 
North of the Malay Peninsula. Thus a series of specimens from 
Tavoy and Mergui have a wing-average of 153 mm., as against 143 
for Siam birds. On the other hand, the crests and bills are small 
as in that bird and the tail also is somewhat shorter with smaller 
rackets. 

Nidification. Mr. E. G. Herbert says that this Drongo breeds 
ill May, building its nest in mango-trees, in gardens and the 
outskirts of villages, making a flimsy nest, “cup-shaped, but very 
sliallow, of tiny creepers, roots and steins of grasses, often so 
thinly put together that one can see from below if there is any¬ 
thing in it. The materials are bound round the sides of a 
horizontal fork at the end of a branch, so that the nest hangs in 
the fork like a cradle.'’ 

“The position of the nest is on the very fringe of the tree at 
about 20 feet from the ground, so it ia quite inaccessible from the 
tree itself.” 

The eggs, which number two or three only, are long ovals; 
ground-colour white or cream to warm pink with blotches, few at 
the smaller end, numerous at the larger, of reddish brown, purple 
or claret and secondary markings of lavender or pale grey. 
Twenty eggs average 28*6 x 20*0 inm. : maxima 33*2x20*2 and 
30*2x22*0 nun.; minima 26*9 X 20*0 inm. and 30*0 xl9*5 inm. 
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Habits. The Siam Large Racket-tailed Droiigo is a bird both 
of the forests and of the open country round about villages and 
bouses and may often be found in gardens. Where the food-8upj>ly 
is sufficient two or three pairs may often be seen feeding together, 
for, though a very bold bird against all vermin and raptores, it is 
far from quarrelsome or a bully. It feeds entirely on the wing, 
generally selecting a post of observation on some high branch, from 
which it swoops in graceful flight after passing insects, returning, 
like a Shrike, to its perch to devour them. Like a Shrike it 
also sometimes holds its prey, if large enough, in its claws 
when feeding. Birds of this species have been known to sei/.e 
and eat small lizards and tiny frogs but it keeps principally to 
insects, grasshoppers and locusts forming a large proportion of 
its diet. Its calls are very sweet and full and it has a strong, 
though short, melodious song. It is, like all the races of this 
species, an excellent mimic. 

(788) Dissemurus paradiseus rangoonensis. 

The Burmese Large Racket-tailed Lrongo. 

EdoUu^ ram/oonetisis Gould, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 5 (Rangoou). 

Dissemurus paradiseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 3:?t> (part.). 

Vernacular names. Ifnet-dati (Burmese). 

Description. A rather larger bird than D. p. ]>aradiseus with a 
longer fuller crest and longer tail with wider longer rackets. 

Colours of soft parts. The same in all races. 

Measurements. Wing 147 to 170 mm.; tail up to 435 mm. ; 
culmen 28 to 32 mm. 

Distribution. Central and South Central Burma, South Chin 
and Kachin iliils; South Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Nidification. Very little on record, but apparently not differing 
from that of the last bird, though it is more of a forest and less 
of a cultivated-country bird than that race. Messrs. Hopwood and 
Mackenzie took most of their nests on pynkado trees {XyVta 
dolahrifonnis) standing in open bamboo-jungle on the edge of 
roads. The few eggs I have seen measured about 29-0 X 21*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This race is found from the foot¬ 
hills up lo 5,000 feet during the breeding-season and throughout 
the plains in Winter, haunting both forest and more or less 
cultivated land as long as it is well wooded. 

(780) Dissemurus paradiseus grandis. 

The Assam Lakoe Kacket-xaileh Deokoo. 

Edolius grandis Goidd, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 5 (Assam). 

Dissemurus paradiseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 325 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Bhimraj.^ Bhringraj{}\.m6.) ; Kaljia (Nep.) ; 
Parvcik or Parvak-pho (Lepcha); Dao-rajah gaschirn (Cachari). 
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Description. Thie? is tfje largest of all the races of this species^ 
with a niagnificeiit crest reaching over the whole crown and a 
very long tail with large rackets. 

Measurements. Wing 15o to 182 mm.; tail up to 560 mm. and 
often exceeding 500 nini. ; eiilinen 32 to 35 in nr. and stout in 
proportion. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to Eastern 
Assam ; South to Sambalpur, Itaipur and the Northern reaches of 
the Godavari Kiver ; North Chin and Kachin Hills ; Northern 
Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidification. This fine Drongo breeds during April and May 
from tlie level of the plains up to about 4,500 feet, but not often 
above 3,000 feet. The nest is the usual cradle swung in the fork 
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of some small branch at the top of, or outside, some tree standing 
in forest, dee]) or open, or in well-wooded open country. It is 
fragile-looking, but strong in fact, being com])osed of very fine 
twigs, weed-stems, roots and grasses well interlaced and very 
firmly atta(4ied to the su})porting fork, round which the materials 
are wound and then strengthened with cobwebs. The lining 
consists of a scanty amount of grass-stems and the outside is 
often more or less decorated with lichen, scraps of moss, bark, etc. 
It measures anything between 5J and 6.4 inches in diameter by less 
than half its width in depth. Most nests are placed high up in 
big trees and are very ditlicult to get at but a few are built within 
15 or 20 feet of the ground. The eggvS number three or four and 
vary rather less than do those of most Drongos. In shape they 
are rather long and pointed; in colour they vary from pure white, 
which is rare, to a rich cream, marked with primary blotches or 
spots and specks of some shade of reddish, brown or purple and 
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with secondary marks ol:* lavender and pale neutral tint. In most 
eggs the markings are fairly numerous at the larger end and sparse 
elsewhere but they vary greatly in this respect. Forty-eight 
eggs average 30-4xi21*6 mm.: maxima 32*4x22*5 mm.; minima 
26*0 X and 27*0 x 20’0 mm. 

Habits. Preferably this Drongo frequents dense damp forests 
but it is also found in all well-wooded country and is especially 
partial to bamhoo-jungle, in which gi'ow scattered big trees. In a 
natural state they are entirely insectivorous, though they may 
swallow a great deal of honey together with the insects they 
extract from flowers, but in a state of captivity they will eat 
plantains greedily. Bees are swallowed by them in great numbers 
and without any injury and they also devour every kind of beetle, 
their larvae and butterflies. Their notes are all most musical, and, 
though they have no really connected song, one mellow whistle 
follow^s another in such rapid succession that it is much the same 
in effect. They mimic many other sounds as well as those of 
other birds and a fine male bird, for many years the unconfined 
pet of the Sepoys in one of the N. Cacliar stockades, sounded 
the reveille every morning with absolute correctness and 
punctuality. 


(790) Dissemurus paradiseus otiosus. 

The Andaman Kacket-tailed Drongo. 

lJis 8 € 7 m(rits paradisei^ji otiosus llichmond, Proc. U.S. Nat. jMus., xxv, 
p. 291 (1902) (Andamans). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A large bird with no crest, a long and very 
powerful bill and a long tail with broad rackets up to 70 mm. in 
length. 

Measurements. Wing 152 to 167 mm., average 102 mm.; tail 
up to 450 mm.; cuhnen 29 to 34 and averaging over 32 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(791) Dissemurus paradiseus nicobariensis. 

The Nicobar Large Kacket-tailed Drongo. 

Dissemurus paradiseus nicobariensis Stuart Baker, Nov. Zool., xxv, 
p. 302 (1918) (Koiidel, Nicobars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from D, p, otioms in being decidedly 
smaller, in having a shorter tail with small rackets only measuring 
up to 54 inni. and a smaller weaker bill. 
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Measurements. Wing 146 to 153 mm., average 149 mm.; tail 
up to 425 mm.; culmeii 27 to 29 mm. 

Distribution. Nicobars only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(792) Dissemurus paradiseus malabaricas. 

Tke Malabae Large Eacket-tailed Drongo. 

Lanius malabaricus Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 66 (1790) (Malabaria). 

Dme^numii paradiseus* Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 325 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Bhimraj, Bhringraj (Hind.) ; Tinka passala 
poligada (Tel.); Hati (Gond.); Kate-ougal (Mahr.). 

Description. Very close to D. p. rangoonensis^ but smaller and 
with a smaller crest and smaller weaker bill. 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 167 mm., average 152 mm.; tail 
up to 415 mm.; culmen 26 to 29 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of India South of the range given for 
D. p, grandis, birds at the meeting-places of the two races being, 
of course, intermediate between them. 

Nidification. The Malabar Eacket-tailed Drongo breeds in the 
months of March, April and May from Travancore to Khandalla, 
Nassic and Thana etc. in the Bombay Presidency. The nest is 
like that of the other races and is usually built very high up in a 
forest-tree, 'fhe eggs number two or three, very rarely four, and 
forty-eitrht eggs average 28*1 x21’l mm.: maxima 32*2X21-5 aiid 
27'0x22'8 mm. ; minima 26*6x200 and 27*0x20*0 mm. 

Habits. Tliose of the species. 

(793) Dissemurus paradiseus ceylonensis. 

The Cevlo.v Large Eacket-tailed Drongo. 

Dissemurus ceghneusis Sharpe, Cat. B. M., hi, p. 264 (1877) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Maha Kawucla* Eratta valcm Kuravi (Tam. 
in Ceylon). 

Description. The smallest of all the subspecies with a compara¬ 
tively still shorter tail, smaller crest, ami smaller bill. 

Measurements. Wing 139 to 156 mm., average 146 mm.; tail 
up to 340 mm.; culmen 27 to 28 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. That of the species. Eggs taken by Mr. J. Stewart 
average 26*3x21*0 ram. and were taken in April. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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Fig. 59 .—/{(’Tocrphalus s^fmforeus h/ Ufnirsrc/is. 


Family SYLVIID.F. 

The Wahblebs. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the 
upper one with a single simple notch; hinder aspect of tarsus 
smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal lamina); wing with 
ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular; nostrils always clear of the line 
of forehead, the space between the nostril and the edge of the 
mandible less than the space between the nostril and the culrnen ; 
the plumage of the young is like that of the adult female but 
brighter, in many cases more yellow or rufous; tail-feathers ten 
or twelve, sexes generally alike; a partial or complete Spring 
moult ill addition to the complete Autumn moult. 

The Sj/lviulie, or Warblers, comprise a large number of birds of 
small size and, with few exceptions, plain plumage. Hartert 
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includes them in hivs MiiBcicapidcp,^ or Flycatchers, but these birds 
have the nestlings spotted or squamated, a perfectly sufficient 
reason for dividing them from this family. The SylviuLcn have a 
complete or partial Spring moult, which not only generally causes 
a change in the colour of the plumage but in some also changes 
the length and shape of the tail. In some Warblers this moult 
affects only the quills of the wings and tails. 

In the Sylviidce, though the young are often more highly 
coloured thtin the adults, they have the same colour-pattern. 
Some young Warblers appear to have no moult in the first Autumn, 
wliilst in a few this moult, as in LocuMla, appears to form a 
transition-stage between the nestling plumage and that of the 
adult. Others of the Sylvndcft change direct into the adult 
plumage at their first Spring moult and others again do not obtain 
the adult plumage until their second Autumn moult. 

Maiiy species of Warblers are migratory, others are resident 
and in a few there are both resident and migratory subspecies of 
the same species. 

The Siflvudce found within the limits of this work comprise 
about 150 species and subspecies referable to 33 genera. I follow 
Oates in the main features of his key and divide them in two 
classes, the first of which includes all Warblers with twelve 
tail-feathers and the second those with ten. 

Key to Genera. 

A. Tail of twelve feathers. 

a. Feathers of the forehead short, rounded, 
their shafts not elongate; no hairs or 
bristles on the margin of the forehead, 
except the ordinary rictal ones near the 
gape. 

a . liictal bristles arranged in a horizontal 
row. 

a”. Feathers of head and neck soft, not 
spinous. 

a’. First primary let^s than a third of 
the length of the second, 
flk Wing longer than tail by about 

tlie length of tarsus . 

b^. Wing and tail about equal in 
length. 

a\ Kictal bristles well developed; 
tail-feathers less graduated, 
the outermost more than f 

length of tail . .. 

K. Ivictal bristles small; tail 

much graduated, outermost 
feathers less than | length of 

tail . 

K. hirst primary longer than a thinl 
of the second. 


A(iK(>BArEs, p. 385. 


[p. 387. 

Acrockphaj.us, 


LoCUSTKLLA,p. 399. 
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c\ Kictal bristles extremely short. 

First primary not more than 

half secoud. 

(P. First primary equal to } second. 

Rictal bristles well developed. 

Hill as long as, or longer than, 

the head . 

f'\ Bill decidedly shorter than the 
head. 

First primary shorter than 
half second. 

Wing pointed . 

Wing rounded . 

h*. First primary longer than 
half second. 

Third primary not longest 
nor equal to longest. 

Two rictal bristles .... 
h'^. More than two rictal 
bristles. 

a^. Tail more than I J 
times length of wing. 
b'\ Tail less than I5 times 

length of wing. 

(f. Third primary reaching to 
tip of wing. 

c^. Tail much longer than 

wing. 

(P. Tail about equal to wing. 

b\ Rictal bristles arranged vertically. 

b. Feathers of the forehead disintegrated, the 
shafts lengthened; supplementary bristles 
in front of rictal bristles. 
c . Tail greatly graduated and rounded .... 
d'. Tail nearly even or sligriitly forked. 

b". 8u])pleinentary bristles short, no frontal 
liairs over nostrils. 

r". Bill from gape to tip longer than 

middle toe with claw. 

d^, l^ill from gape to tip shorter than 

middle toe with daw .. 

c". Supplementary bristles very strong 
and numerous, no frontal hairs; bill 

stout.. 

d". Supplementary bristles numerous but 
not strong, no frontal liairs; bill 

slender. 

e’\ Supplementary bristles ver^^ strong and 
numerous, extending over nostrils up 
to centre of culmen ; bill large and 

•wide; first primary small . 

f". Supplementry bristles similar but ex¬ 
tending up to tip of bill; first primary 

.small . 

Supplementary bristles reaching to 
middle of bill; first primary large, 
exceeding half second. 


TiunuRA, p. 403. 
Elaphrornis, 

[p. 408. 

Ortiiotomus, p. 410. 


Luscixiola, p. 417. 
CisTicor.A, p. 419 . 


Fuanki.inia, p. 424. 


Ijaticilla, p. 430. 

Lp. 4:i2. 

Gr.A MINICOLA, 


Megaluuu.s, p. 434. 
SCHffiNICOLA, p.43(>. 
Cha:tornis, p. 438. 


[l>. -139. 

Biiraomaticola, 


lIlPPOLAIS, p. 441. 
Syi.vja, p. 440. 

[p. 452. 

ITkubivocula, 

[p. 453. 

rHYLLOSCOPUS, 


[p. 471. 
Acanthopneusti:, 


Skickucus, p. 485 . 


Ml.scitrea, p. 483. 
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H. Tail of ten feathers. 

c. Tail no longer in Winter than Summer; not 
cross-ra^'ed or only obsoletely so ; graduated 
slightly or not at all. 
e. Wing and tail about equal in length, 
h", Nostrils overliiing by long hairs. 
e\ 1rtil very slightly rounded. 

e‘. Kictal bristles of great length; 


wing longer than tail. 

//\ Hill short and pointed. Abuounis, p. 49/1. 

4^. Hill long and blunt . Tickki.lia, p. 499. 

^ Itictal bristles moderate ; wing 

shorter than tail. Scotockiica, p. 501. 

/'. Tail considerably rounded . Neornis, p. 502. 

i'\ Nostrils not overhung by hair. 

(j\ Supplementary bristles in front of 
rictal bristles; feathers of fore- 

liead with shafts prolonged . IIonoiiMS, p. 504. 

/i\ No snppleinentarv bristles ; feathers 
of forehead with shafts not pro- 

h>n^ed. [p. 610 . 

//'. Hill broad, blunt and long . Phyllkroates, 

4‘, Bill sharp and slender. 

i\ Outer tail-feathers much shorter 

tlian central. Horeites, p. 512. 

j\ Outer tail-feathers very little 

shorter than central . Cettia, p. 514. 

/*'. Wing about twice as long as tail ...... Urophlexis, p. 515. 

d. Tail longer in Winter than in Summer, 
cros.s-rayed and greatly graduated. 

//. 'Pail twice as long as wring . Suya, p. 518. 

A'. 'Pail one and a half times as long as wing. Prinia, p. 525. 


Genus AGKOBATES. 

Aijrohates Swains., Class. Birds, ii, p. 241 (1807). 

Type, Agrohates galactodes. 

The genus Agrohates is represented in India by one species, which 
is a soiiiewliab rare winter visitor to the drier parts of the North- 
West, occasionally straggling as far tlast as Assam. The bill is 
about half the length of trie head, slender and similar in shape to 
tiiat of Ijocustella 03). The forehead is clothed with short 
thick-sot leathers and there are no supplementary bristles; this 
character and the longer foot and wing suffice to separate Agrobates 
from Sylvia with which Seebobin placed it. The tail is ample and 
well rounded. The first primary is short and tlie second equal Uy 
the fourth. 


Agrobates galactodes. 

Sylvia galactodes Teium.. Man. d’Oru., i, p. 182 (1820). 
Type-locality : ISoutli Spain. 

2c 
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(794) Agrobates galactodes familiaris. 

Tui; (juKV-BAClCKl) WAliULj:H. 

Si/fria /<'////Oat. Kais. (’auc., p. (S. Oauca'^us). 

A vdon famtlifiris. lilaiif. vK: Uates, i, p. i^)!. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage lulvoiis-browii, darker on 
the forehead and sides of the crown, changing to bright riifescent 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts; centre pair of tail-featliers 
brown, more or less suffused with rufescent, obsoletely cross-rayed 
and broadly tipped with dark brown, the next two pairs chestnut 
with broad subterminal band of black, the extreme (‘dgt‘s and tips 
being pale rufous sometimes showing a speck of white, outer 
three pairs the same, but with broad white tips; wing-quills and 




Fig. ()l.—Foot of A. <f. familhriK. 

<*o\ ert.s edged with pale fulvous-wliite; siipercilia white or butfy- 
white; lores and a line through the eyes broun ; a line under llie 
anterior ear-coverts brown ; ear-coverts and entire lo\\(*r plumage 
pale, (lull yinaceoiis-\^ bite, a litthi darker on breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or dark bro\Mi; bill brown 
ab( 3 ve, th(^ lower inatidible wlntish or yellow isli white, the month 
yellow; legs and feet pale brown, tieshy-brown, pale yellowish 
white or dirty strawy-colour. 

Measurements. Total lengtli 17o to 185 mm.; wing 85 to 
90 mm.; tail 65 to 70 inm.; culmen 18*0 to 19'5 miii.; tarsus 
about 26 mm. 

Typical A. 7, (fctJactodes differs from this race in being much 
nu>re rufous above. 

Distribution. From Southern Caucasia to Persia, Mesopotamia, 
Transcaspia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Haliichistan and N.W. 
India, straggling into the plains of the Punjab, N.W. Provinces, 
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Sind and Kajputana. 1 have killed a specimen in Cachar and 
have received another from Behar. 

Nidification. The Grey-backed Warbler pr()bab]y brei^ds 
practically wherever found, but in Sind and N.W. India Ticehurst 
says tliat it is only found as an Autumn migrant on passage. He 
does not, however, say from where to where and it may well be a 
resident hero as at Multan, Avhere Major Lindsay Smith took many 
nests. He records that about Multan “ the Grey-backed Warbler 
breeds in the most inhospitable deserts bi-eeding in low stunted 
buslies that do not average 20 leet high; the nest is usually under 
5 feet from tlie ground, always on thickish branches. 1 strongly 
suspect that this bird frequently makes use of deserted nests of 
Avifya cawhita and Molpastes letfcotts, as 1 have found three types 
of nest. The one which I ascribe to the bird irself is a large, 
loosely ])nt together c-iip of grass-stems, always found in Jal bushes 
(*S. alsoides); the Bulbul type is built in th.e Sh^Lwd {F. spicif/era ) 
and the Habbler type in the Karil or Wild Caper (G. aphyUa). It 
inav be, however, tluit the W^arbler suits its nest to the type of 
t re(^ s(deet ed for a site.'’ 

Nests, eggs and birds were sent to me by Major Lindsay Smith. 
The clutches numbered three to four eggs each and were indistin¬ 
guishable iu anyway froui those taken by Tomlinson in i^asra 
or by Currie in Persia. The ground-colour is white, greyish or 
yellowish whit(i and very i*arely piidxish white, the whole siirface 
being profusely marked with sjcall rather longitudinal freckles and 
blotches of browji or reddish brown, the general aspect of the egg 
vary!Jig from grey to reddish brown. In shape the eggs Jire 
ratlier long, well-pointed ovals. Fifty eggs avei'age 20*9 x 15’4 mm.: 
the maxima are 23*5 X 16 3 mm. and the minima 19*2 x 15*4 and 
20*I X 14*0 mm. 

At Multan the l)rceding-si*ason is from the end of February to 
early April, at Kerman and Hheraz Chirrie found them laying in 
i\Iay, whilst ’ronilinsoii took eggs from the middle of May to the 
end of June. 

Habits. The Grey-backed Warbler is a bird of arid j)lains 
covered with scanty scrub jind date-gardens etc. in dry situations, 
though within irrigated areas. It is by no means aquatic in its 
habits and, though like the Reed-Warblers, it feeds in amongst 
scrub-jungle, and thorny hushes it seems never, like these birds, 
to fre(juent reed-beds and marshy swamps. It has a loud and 
rather discordajit note and is entirely insectivorous in its diet. 


Genus ACROCEPHALUS. 

Ao’ocrphdlii)^ Naum., Nat. I^and- u. \\ ass.-\ ug. Nord-Deutschl., i\, 
]). IF) (hSlI). 

Ty))t*, Avi'acejihaIns tnrdoides = arnnd>n(frcns. 

The genus Acrocephalus contains Indian sj^ecies wliich are 

•> r ‘/i 
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conuuon in AViuter over a very wide area but of which the greater 
nnuiber seek the higher ranges for nidihcation. 

The Eeed-Warblers are birds of plain plumage with very few 
obviously distinctive features and are therefore dillicult to identify 
without a careful examination of the wings. 

The Winter and Summer plumage only vary in that the rufous 
or fulvous tint, especially in the lower plumage, is greatly 
intensified during the winter or non-breeding season. The sexes 
are alike and they undergo a complete moult both in Autumn and 
Spring. 

In this genus the bill is rather slender and generally nearly 
as long as the head; the forehead is smooth and there an) 
three well-developed, strong, rictal bristles on each side of the 
head. The first primary is small and the second varies consider¬ 
ably in comparative length, forming an excellent guide to tlie 
^a^ious species. The tail is long and well graduated, the feathers 
rather narrow and pointed. 


AVy to S^tecies, 

A. Of large size, wing above 75 mm. 

o. Second primary shorter than fifth .... A. stentorens^ p. 38;^. 

6 . Second primary e(j^ual to or longer than 

fouith . A, nrtmiUnacciii*, j). 3>nl. 

Ik Of small size, wing under 05 mm. 

c. AVith a distinct black stripe over the 

siipercilium. A, b{stri(/icej}s, p. 39ik 

f?. AVith no black stripe over the super- 
cilium. 

a'. Culmen from front under 15 mm. 

a '. Upper plumage olivaceous. A. dumetorum^ p. 393. 

//'. Upper pliinmge rufous. 

d\ Second primary equals sixth to 

seventh . A. agricolus^ ]>. 394. 

6 ®. Second primary equal.** eighth to 

tenth . A. concirietiSy p. 395. 

//. Culmen from front over 15 mm. A. orintiSy p. 398. 


Jn consulting the above key it must be remembered that the 
culmen is measured from the featiiersof the forehead ; if measured 
from the base of the skull, another 2 mm, must be added to the 
measurements given. 

Acrocephalus stentoreus. 

Currifca atentorea Ilempr. & Ehrenb., 8ymb. Phys., Aves, fob bb. 
(1833). 

Type-locality : Damietta, Egypt. 

Ke^ to Subspecies. 

A. Paler and more rufous . A. s. bmmtesceus, p. 389,. 

B. Darker and less rufous . A. s. amycSj p. 390. 










ack(K:epijai,vs. 


389 


(795) Acrocephalus stentoreus brunnescens. 

The Indian Gheat Eeed-Waeblee. 

A(jrohates brunnescem Jerd., Madr. Jour. L. S., x, p. 269 (1839) 
('rrichiiiopoly). 

Acrocephalm stentorem. Blaiif. Sc Oates, i, p. SW. 

Vernacular names. Bom-jitti (Tel.). 

Description. Upper phnnage olive-brown, tinged with rufescejjt 
fulvous on ruinp and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail olive- 
brown edged with fulvous; a narrow superciliuni from the 
forehead to the eye pale butf; lores and small patch behind the 
eye brown ; ear-coverts and sides of neck like the back but paler; 
below fulvous, brighter on flanks, vent and under tail-coverts, 
albescent on centre of abdomen and almost white on chin, throat 
and fore-neck; the breast is sometimes a little darker and faintly 
streaked v\ith brown. Tliis Eastern form differs from typical 
stentoreus in being darker above and in having a somew hat stouter 
bill. 



(»2. - lloiol of ./, .s. brufuic^-rc/is. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish browii or light hazel ; 
eyelivls [)lumi)e()us; moutli orange-yellow; legs plumbeous or 
jdmnbeous-horny ; upper inaudible dark brown, lower pale 
yellowish or dusky flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm.; wing 83 
to 90 mm.; tail about 75 to SO mm.; tarsus 30 mm.; culmeii 
17*5 to 19-5 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Traiiscaspia, Persia to Kashmir 
and Garhvval. lii Winter wandering into the plains of India as 
far South as ( Vyloii and East to Bengal and Beliar. The smaller, 
darker birds from Burma probably all belong to the next form. 

Nidification. This lieed-Warbler breeds in some numbers in 
the Kaslimir lakes during June, making a typical Heed-Warbler s 
nest of coarse shreds of rushes bound to three, four or more reeds 
and lineAl with finer shreds and bits of grass. The eggs generally 
number three, soinetiuies four. In ground-colour they vary from 
pure white to a yellowish or greyish white, sometimes very 
strongly tinged with green and they are marked with good-si/ed 
irregular blotches of deep blackish brown and sienna-brown ; the 
green eggs also have underlying or secondary marks of lavender 
and neutral tint. The surface is glossless and rather coarse and 
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the shape a rather long ovnJ, Sixty rggs a verage 22* / ^ 
maxima 24*3 X 10*1 and 22*4 x 16*7 mm.; minima 21*3 X I») d and 
23*2 X 15*0 mm. 

If is probahie tlnit the bird wliicli is resident and breeds in 
§ind is the next race and not this. 

Habits. This form of stenlorevs is a true migrant, leaving the 
plains of India in the end of April and breeding in the Himalayas 
in the lakes and swamps between 0,000 and 10,000 feet. Though 
not gregarious, many pairs may he t\»und breeding within a 
comparatively small area, eacli, liowever, keeping strictly to its 
own particular patch of feeding-ground. They are extremely 
noisy birds, their loud harsh song l)eing continually rej)ealed 
from the tops of high reeds in tlu^ vicinity of tlie nest. 


(700) Acrocephalus stentoreus amyae. 

Mrs. yx'EVKNs’s Iveed- Waruler. 

^ii ruveph(iht'< afenii^reu,^ amt/fr Stuart Baker, Bull. B. xliii, 

p. 17 (lS22g 

Vernacular names. Xime recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Indian Great Eeed-Warbler irj 
being much darker above and below and in being a tritle smalhn*. 
The colour of this bird even in its hreeding-plnnmge is more 
ocliraceous-brown below than is A. s. hnninfscens in its brightest 
winter-dress. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris olive-brown: hill horny-black above, 
paler on edges of commissure ; lower mandible pinkish, darker at 
tip; tarsus bluish-horn.^’ (Stevens.) 

Measurements. Wing about 80 to 82 mm. ; tail 67 mm.; tarsus 
28 mm.; culmen 21 min. 

Distribution. Breeding in the suh-llimalayan ])]ains and Terai 
from Assam to Garhwal. hi Winter it is apparently numerous in 
Burma as far 8outh as Pegu ; in Bengal and j)robal)]y owr much of 
the Indian continent. 

Nidilication. Mr. 8, L. Wliyinper (Journal B. N. II. 8., xviii, 
p. 495, 1907) first recorded the breeding of this lieed-Warhler in 
the Baliraich district in August and he then remarked on the 
biniill size both of the bird itself and of its nest. Mr. V. Field 
took numeroms nests in Gonda, U.P., in July and August, and 
finally Mr. II. 8tevena found it hre(‘ding in Assam in April and 
Mav and secured birds on their nests. The latter are like small 
neat specimens of those of A, s. brnnnescens and are placed rather 
lo^^ down in <*lumps of reed in dense reed-beds. The eggs also are 
small facsimiles of those of that bird but on the whole are browner 
and less green and differ in being shorter blunter ovals. Twenty- 
one eggs average 19*6 x 15*0 inm.: maxima 21*4 X 15*0 and 19*9 x 
16*0 mm. ; minima 18*3 X 15*3 and 19*2x 14*1 mm. 
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Habits. Hiuiilar to those of the last bird but remaining ia the^ 
plains to breed. Jt is an equally noisy, conspicuous bird wherever 
found but Mr. Stevens informs me that it is an inveterate skulker 
and very hard to shoot, except in the early mornings and evenings 
when it sings its raucous little song from the reed-tops. Even 
when killed it is hard to find for, in Assam, it haunted the densest 
cover of Elephant-grass and the coarsest, rankest reeds. 

This most interesting bird is as yet but little known and, not 
having hitheito been distinguished from its mountain-breeding 
cousin, it is not easy t;o define its habitat. The majority of the 
Great Reed-Warblers East of Bengal procured in the winter and 
all those j)rocur« d from May onwards appear to be of this race, 
80 that it is ])ossible that its breeding-range will have to be very 
widely extended. It is even possitile tijat it will prove to be a more 
or less resident form, merely moving locally under varying 
conditions of di-ought and flood, ^[ore specimens of breeding- 
birds are urgently re(|inred, to enable its proper status to be defined. 


Acrocephalus arundinaceus. 

(I nmditKK (‘t(x I .inn.. S. X,, <m1, x. i, ]). 170 

'ry])e-locality : Jlaiizig. 

(797) Acrocephalus arundinaceus orientalis. 

'I'm: Ivvstj:k\ Gin:\T Ifi:i:i)-WAJiHLi:u. 

S((Ucari<i turdina itru'ntalls Temin. & Schleg., Fauna .lap., Aves, 
p. .'“>0 ( 18^7) (.lapan). 

Avrocephalns urienfaJh, llhiiif. tV' Oates, i, p. 3 .*) 7 . 

Vernacular names. X'oiui recorded. 

Description. Differs from A, a. in having the 

second primary equal to, or longer than, the fourth. It is also 
slightly browner below and nearly always more heavily streaked 
on tlie breast. 

From ty()lcal arundin<u'€as it differs in being darker above, much 
less fulvous below and in liaving the breast darker and more freely 
stleaked. 

Colours of soft parts. Jris brown; bill horny-brown or nearly 
black above, j^ale yellowish-horjiy below; legs yellowisli brown, 
dark fleshy-brown or plumbeous-hornv. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 83 mm.; tail 72 to 7S mm.; ciilmen 
17*0 to 19*5 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm. 

Distribution. Hiis Reed-Warbler breeds in Japan, Eastern 
Hiberia and Northern China and in Winter is found throughout 
Southern China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Annam, Siam,, 
practically the whole of Burma to Assam. 

Nidilication. So far the Eastern Great Reed-Warbler has never 



392 


SYLVIIDJS. 


been found breeding within our limits, nor is it likely tlmt it 
ever will be. It is said by McGregor to be resident and breeding 
in the Philippines but this bird is smaller form than the 
Northern migratory bird and will have to he separated. It breeds 
freely in Japan and Ricketts, I^a Touche and others have taken 
nests and eggs in various parts of Northern China. These are not 
distinguishable from those of A, s, .stentoreits. One hiindred eggs 
average 21-8 x 15*7 mm.: the maxima are 23*4 X 15*4 ami 20*8 x 
17*0 nun.; the minima are 19*4 X 15-4 and x 14*3 mm. 

According to LaT<'uche eggs are to be found in Chinkiang Irom 
the middle of May to the middle of June and the number of eggs 
in a full clutch varies from three to five. In Japan they lay in 
May and June and the eggs number four to six. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(798) Acrocephalus bistrigiceps. 

vSOHREXClv*S J{ EEl)-AVA liU LER. 

Aorocephalifs hintrif/iceps Swinli., ibis, 1800, p. 51 ((’liiiia) ; lllanf. X: 

Orttes, i, p. i358. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. L*pper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous, 
especially on tiie rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail 
brown, edged with pale olive-brown; a broad siipercilium from 
nostril to nape pale fulvous and above this a short broad streak cf 
black ; lores and a line through the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts 
and sides of the neck like the back but paler and brighter; a ring 
of pale fulvous feathers round the eye ; below pale butf, darkest 
on flanks, vent and under tail-coverts, albescent on centre of 
abdomen, chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides yellow-bro\^ n to dark brown ; bill 
above horny-brown to blackish brown, commissure and lower 
mandible yellowish ; feet fleshy-yellow to horny-hrow ii. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 50 mm. ; tail 50to 55 mm.; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm.; culinen 11*5 to 12 mm. 

The first primary is companitiveh* large, measuring about 
15 mni. The second primary is equal to the sixth or between 
sixth and seventh. 

After the Autumn moult the upper plumage is a bright russet- 
brown and the lower plumage a deeper bufi‘. 

Distribution. ISchrenck's Keed-Warbler breeds in Japan and 
Pkistern Siberia, possibly also in the North of China ; in Winter 
it is found throughout the 8outh of China and is common as far 
West as Siam, the Chin and Kachin Hills and Soutli Burma, 
straggling very rarely into South Assam. 

Nidification. This little Heed-Warbler breeds in great numbers 
in Japan, making a typical, deep, cup-shaped nest of grass, 
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^ittached to reed or grass stems in swampy land or on the edges of 
lakes, waterways, etc*. It lays four or five eggs. ground¬ 

colour is a pale yellowisli, greyish or greenisii white but this is 
almost obliterated by innumerable freckles and small blotches ol 
light brown with otliers underlying of pale grey and neutral tint. 
In many eggs the marks are pra(;ticallv confluent and appear 
to be wholly a light greenish brown. A few eggs have a hair-line 
at the larger end in addition to the other markings. In shape they 
are a short blunt oval. Kitty eggs average 16'2xl2'0 ram.: 
the maxima are 17*4x12*7 and 17*0 x 13*4 mm.; minima 
14*6 X 12*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. According to L;i Touche and 
8tvan, it has a rather pretty little song as well as the usual harsh 
notes of all Keed-Warbhu’s. Alan Owston in a letter tome writes 
that it is such a noisy little bird and “sings so continuously close 
to its nest that the latter is very easy to find. DirecOv the bird 
sees it is observed it drops down low amongst the reeds but if one 
is silent and motionless it soon creeps up again to the tops of the 
reeds and i*eiterates its jarring little notes.’' 


(Tbt)) Acrocephalus dumetorum. 

ULYTil’S UeED-WaRULEK. 

AcriH'vphitlus dumetontni Blyth, J. A. JS. 11, xviii, p. S]“>(1S49); 
iJkinf. iV: Oates, i, p, dob. 

Vernacular names, J^odnuc (Hind.); Tik-tlHi (Mahoniedan); 
I 'iJn'a (lieng.) ; Kiunpu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Above olive-brown tinged with fulvous and with a 
very faint tinge of russet on the upper tail-coverts; wings and 
tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-brown; lores dusky; 
feathers round eyelid buff; a very faint supercilimu bull’; ear- 
coverts and sides of neck like the back but paler ; lower plumage 
pale butf, darker on the Hanks, vent and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-brown to dark brown ; bill 
dark boniy-hrown above, yellow below ; legs and feet yellowish 
horny or Heshy-horny to ])ale brown. 

Measurements. W ing 59 to mm.; tail 55 to Ou mm. ; tarsus 
21*5 to 22*5 mm.; culmen 12 to 13*5 jnm. 

The second primary is equal U> the eighth or a little shorter. 
The first primary iN very small, about lU lo 11 mm. 

In Summer plumage the lower parts are almost white. 

Distribution. Eastern Russia and West Siberia to tlie Himalayas 
as far East as Nepal, wintering throughout the plains of India, 
Burma and ('eylon. 

Nididcation. Blyth's Reed-Warbler breeds from Russia 
practically throughout Western and Central Western Asia to the 
Himalayas. In Europe and the Altai it makes a typical deep 
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t*u|)-shaped uewt which it places in low bushes, brambles and 
nettles but in the Himalayas it is said to make a ball-shaped nest 
low down in rose-bushes on hill-sides well away I'roni water. The 
eggs are ot three definite varieties: pale rose-coloured, marked 
M ith violet-givy and reddish brown and w ith a few black spotvs; 
milky-white spotted with olive-brown and dirty-white almost 
completely covered w ith olive-brown. Dresser gives the average 
si/e as 17*S x 1-’1> mm. 

It breeds in May and June and lays four or five eggs in a 
clutch. 

Habits. Blytil’s Iteed-AVarbler is said to be far more like the 
Marsli-Warbler in its habits than the Keed-Warbler. Although 
often found in marshy and swampy tracts, it also frecjucuts low' 
hush and scrub-jungle as well as small trees at a considerable 
distance from water. Its ordinary note is a loud tchih iMl, a 
soninl like tiint and st(‘el being struck together; besides this call 
it has a tine song, which, according to J’rofessor IJlljehorg, is as 
rich and varied as that of the Song-Thrush. 


(^00) Acrocephalus agricolus. 

The rAi)i)Y-rii:ij) Wakulku. 

Stfh'ia {Acroa^phdlus) ayricola ,Jt*rd(jii, Madr. Join*. L. S., xiii, pt. ii. 

p. l.'ll ( H44) (Xellorc). 

ArnnephabtH ayricola. lilanf. & (>att‘S, i, p. 

Vernacular names, ye-^'m-kampa-jiun (Tel.). 

Description. Above olivt‘-hrow ii with a ting(‘ of rufous, more 
pronounced on rump and upper tail-(overts and darkm* on crown ; 
feathers of w ings w ith obsolete pale edgOv^; an almost wljite 
supereilium from the nostrils to behind the ear-eoverts ; si(U*s of 
neck and ear-coverts pale whitish brown; below pale butfy-white, 
the fianks and abdomen more buff and the chin and throat almost 
pure white. 

In May to July tloi underparts are almost pure wliite lint, in 
Winter tht-y are still more buff and tlie whole up[>er plumage is 
suffused with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellow, lui/el or light brown; 
nj»per mandibjt; dark horny-brown, lower mandible fieshy or 
yellowish-tleshy ; tarsus and feet jiinkish brow n. 

Measurements. Total length about IBO to IBo mm.; wing 
OoO to tiO’O min.; tail 60 to 65 rnn;.; tarsus about 21 mm.; 
culmen about 11 to 12 mm. The second ])rimarv is equal to the 
sixth, or more rarely between tlie sixth and seventli. Th(‘ first 
primary is small, about 0 to 10 mm., and very narrow'. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central Asia to the lliinalayns, in 
Winter throughout India as far Etist as Bengal and, more rarely, 
Assam. 
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Nidification. Tlui Pjuldy-lield Wauier breeds during June in 
Kashmir, but probably neither t’artlier SouUi nor East, whilst to 
the \Vestth<‘ breeding-bir<i seeiijs to be some form oi A, coHchtens. 
Col. liattray, amongsi many others, has taken its nest in the lakes 
from (lunderbul to Sambiil. Me de.scrihes tliem asbeautifully 
in.id(.‘ and very deep eradl(*s of line grasses woven rouiid two or 
more stems t)l a we(sl or rush, about 18 Inehes high above the 
ground or water, lined with still finer grasses. Tlie weeds to 
whiefi tiuf nests ar<^ attached grow on the large floating islands 
of decay(‘d vegetation. These islands form very dangerous 
walkmg-jjhictvs as they are not strong and often break up after a 
storm. Th(‘ nests are siddom in thick growth of weeds but on the 
outskirts and tliey are irrjver built in eolonies. The birds are very 
noisy when one a|)[jroae}ie8 the nest.” The eggs number three or 
four. In ground-colour they vary from a pure white to a pale 
gremi and tliey are spotted and blotclu*d wit h dark and pale siomia- 
broAii and secondary markings of grey, lavender and neutral tint. 
J’lie hiolches are nearly ulwavs more numerous at the larger end, 
wher«* they lorm a cap or ring. In shape they vary from short 
br()ad ovais to rather long (>vals. k'orty eggs average Ifl'S x 
12*9 mm; the maxima are i90xl-’7 and 17*0x14*1 mm.; the 
minima 14*4 x 1-*- and 17*0x12*1 mm. 

Habits. 'rh(‘ Paddy-lield Warbler is in all its ways very much 
like the Common l’anop(‘an Keed-Warbler. A noisy active little 
hini, fre(ju<mting rta^d-heds, weeds aiid rushes by the water-side, 
it cr<M?ps in and out of the stems constantly uttering its little note 
of chik'-chth\ whilst (he male every now and then mounts to the 
toj) of some high reed and ])Ours forth his jerky, grating, little 
song, 'riiey resmit being watched and hide in the lower parts of 
tin* thickest reeds w hen disturbed but within a, few- minutes of 
being left resume their activities, both choral and physical. They 
l(*a\e their hrerHling-haunts for tin* plains in early C)cti>ber, 
reluming in the end of April ami early ^lay. 


Acrocephalus concineiis. 

A. coiicineas appears to In* a diirerent species to A. atfvicolas^ 
differing from that species in having a rather larger, broader first 
primary and in having a second primary equal in length to the 
eighth <.>r between the eighth and tenth, w hilstyl. agricohis has the 
second equal to the sixtli or between the sixth ami seventh. 

Moreover, in Ivashinir, and possibly in other parts of the 
Himalayas, we have both birds breeding in the same area, altiiouglL 
dilTering considerably in their habits and mode of nidilicalion. 

Keg to kSuhsiiCcies. 

A. First primtiry iilKuit 11 mm., narrow. 

Upper plumage olive-brown; tlnnks dull 

fulvous... A. r. coticiiien.'^y p. 306. 
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B. First primary about 11 12 mm., broader. 

Upper plumage darker, flanks more baft , . A. r. /larhiz/toni, p. 39(i. 

C. Upper plumage still darker and lower 

plumage more brown, less buff. A. c. p. 397. 

(S 0 \) Acrocephalus concinens concinens. 

The Chinese rAWHY-EiELU AVardeeu. 

CaUinwherpe concinens 8 wiuh., P. Z. JS., 1870, p. 4.‘)2 (PeKiu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. cKjricolnfi in colour but, season for 
season, rather darker and browner above and considerably tlarker 
and much more fulvous below. The wing-formula is always 
sufficient to separate it from that bird. 

Like all subspecies of agricolns and concinens the plumage is 
much paler and whiter below in the Winter than when breeding. 

The second primary is generally etjnal to the ninth, often to the 
tenth. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown to hazel-brown ; upper 
mandible brownish black, lower mandible pale horny flesh-colou]* 
with dark tip; legs and feet light brown or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 13u nnii.; wing 52 to 
57 inin.; tail 54 to 5<S mm,; tarsns about 2U mm.; oulmeii about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the bills of North and Central China 
to the Himalayas as far West as Gilgit. h\ Winter to »South 
China, Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Eastern India. 

Nidilicatiou. The Chinese Paddy-tield Warbler breeds in 
Kashmir in seine numbers, but hitherto very few in‘sts have betm 
taken, a.s it lias been sought for in reed-beds and swampy ]>laees, 
whereas it actually breeds in rose-bushes on hill-sides far from 
water. The nest is the usual deep cup and the only eggs I have 
seen were like those of the Paddy-lield Warbler. They were laid 
in June. 

Habits. Thi.s is said to be a noisy, cheerful little bird,mucli like 
other small lieed-AVarblers. Hickett, Styan and La Touche all 
describe it as haunting reed-beds and marshy places in (fliina as 
well as hill-sides covered with scrub and bush-jungle. In India 
during the Winter it is found in the former kind of country, but 
in the Summer forsakes them for hill-sides far from water. 

(S 02 ) Acrocephalus concinens haringtoni. 

Witiierby’s Paddy-field Warbleh. 

Acr(Xiephalus agricola haringtoni Witherby, Bull. B. (>. C., xli, p. 2t) 
(1920) (Khagan Valley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Differs from A, c. conciiuns in being a trifle darker. 
It is not any smaller. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 54 to 58 mm.; tail 54 to 58 mm.; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; eiilmen about 10 to 12 mm., from skull S 14- 
14‘5 mm., $ 12-5-14*5.” (Witherht/.) 

Distribution. Breeding in the North-West Frontier of India 
and in Winter wandering into the plains of the North-West. 

Nidification. Whitehead and Harington both found this bird 
breeding in the Knrram and Khagan Valleys on the N.W. 
Frontier between 8,000 and 10,000 feet. The nest is described 
as like very neat and well-flnished miniatures of A. stentoreus 
placed either in low bushes or fixed to a few nettle-stems and 
weeds on hill-sides far from water. The eggs seem to number 
three only in the full clutch and are like lightly marked bright 
specimens of J. (ir/ricolus. Twelve eggs average 17*7 X 12*8 mm. 

The breeding-season ap})ears to be July. 

Habits. In the Winter this Heed-Warbler liannts marshes,, 
reedy banks of streams and similar places, but during the 
breeding-season takes to high hills well away from all water. 
Whitehead says that it is an energetic little bird, not a skulker 
and that it has a loud song which it constantly utters. 


Acrocephalus concinens stevensi. 

Tin: PiiAixs Paddy-field Wauuler. 

Acrocephahm concinem^ stereml Stuart Jkiker, Bull. B. O. C., xliii, 
p. 10 (1022) (Hessamara, N. Lukhimpur, Assam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very much darker bird than either A, c. concinens 
or A. c. harinytoni. The brightest Winter plumage is as dark as 
the darkest hreeding-plumage of either of these races. Both 
stevensi and hnrinytoni seem to have a rather broader first 
primary than true concinens. 

Colours of soft parts. ‘‘Iris olive-brown; bill, upper mandible 
hornv-black, paler on edge of commissure, lower mandible horny,, 
darker at tip; tarsus fleshy-brown.’" (//. Stevens.) 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 53 mm.; tail 40 to 50 mm.; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; culrnen 11 to 12 mm.; “culmen from true base 
15 mm.’" (7/. Stevens.) 

The second primary is equal to the ninth or tenth, and the 
first primary measures about 11 imn. 

Distribution. This Keed-Warbler, which was discovered breeding 
by Mr. and Mrs. H. Stevens in Lakhimpur appears to be a 
resident Plains-breeding form of concinens. (lodwin-AuwSten 
obtained three breeding-specimens in May on the cliurs close to 
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Lakhimpur in early May which agree exactly with Mr. Stevens’s 
specimens. Many Pegu specimens appear referable to this race, 
and birds obtained by myself in Cachiir and Syihet were also the 
same. 

Nidification. It is probable that the Plains Paddy-fitdd AV arbler 
breeds wherev'er it is found from Assam to Lower Burnui. 
Stevens describes the nest as a very neat, deep little cup of grass 
and shreds of reed-leaves, very well finished oH' and lined with 
still liner grasses. It is placed two or three feet from the ground 
in grass-covered plains and sand-banks and is fastened to three or 
four stems of the growing grass. 

The full clutch of eggs numbers three, ])ossibly four on rate 
occasions. They differ in colour from the inountain-hreeding races 
much as do the eggs of Airs. Stevens's ])lains-l)reeiling Hecd- 
AVarbler from tl^e Indian (freat Heed-Warbler. In colour tliey 
are very brown-looking eggs with a light sieiina ground boldly 
and heavily blotched with brown and pale olive-browni. Fifteen 
eggs average 161 X 12*0 mm.: maxima 17*9 x 12*0 and 15*0 x 
12*2 mm.; minima 15*9x12*1 and 15*Sxll‘8 mm. The birds 
breed in April and Alay. 

Habits. According to Air. Stevens this is a bird of the dry grass¬ 
lands, though it frequents those which are close to rivers and 
swamps. 


(804) Acrocephalus orinus. 

The L.vuge-bieleu Keep-Warbleh. 

Acrocephalus orinus Oberholser, Proc. U.S. IShit. Alus., viii, p. 8*jr> 
(P.)0o) (iiampnr). 

Acrocephalus macrorhyuchus. Blaiif. Oates, i, p. o60. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, closed wings and tail olive-brown ; 
lower ])lumage pale ochraceous, the flanks rather darker; under 
wing coverts and axillaries ])ale ochraceous, lighter tiian the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Not recorded. 

Measurements. 4’otal length about KIO mm.; wing 61*r> mm.; 
tail 37 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; eulmen Itro mm. 

The first primary measure.s about It) mm. and the second 
primary is between the ninth and tenth in length. 

Distribution. Sutlej Valley, wliere the oidy specimen known 
was obtained. 

Nidifleation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Oberholser has shown that macrorhynchus is preoccupied and 
cannot be used for this bird and has therefore renamed it ns 
above. 
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(ieiius LOCUSTELLA. 

Locmiella Kau]), Natiirl. Syst., p. 115 (1829}. 

Locusft'Va locasteUa Lath. 

^eiius Locustella is ro[)re8ented in India by three species ot‘ 
somewhat similar appearance and size and ot plain colours. They 
are lound in reed-beds, swa!nps and wet cover of all sorts, and 
oc(‘ur i:i India only in the Winter. Their Summer-quarters are 
the Northern parts of Asia, none of them breeding within the 
limits of this work. The Summer and Winter plumages only differ 
in the latter being a little paler and brighter; the young differ 
from the adults in being much more yellow and, perhaps, in being 
rather more heavily streaked. 'Fhe sexes are alike. 

The birds of this genus hav(‘ a slender bill, about half as long as 
the le\ad ; the rictal bristles are very weak and hardly ntdiceahle 
and the forehead is very smooth and free from all hairs; the 
])liimage is soft but not Huffy in appearance; the iirst ]>rimary is 
very small and the second primary long, reaching almost to the 
t,ij) of the wing; the tail is considerably grad»iit(^d, the feathers 
being slightly [)ointed ; the under tail-coverts are very long. 


Kej/ to Si^ecies^ 

\. 'rail-fcutliers broadly ti|)]>(‘d with white .... />. cevthiold^ p. d99. 

Jk rail-feathers without broad white tips. 

a. bower plumage streaked . L. lanceolata^ p. 401. 

/». liOW(‘r piumagt^ not str<*ake(l . L. na/via p. 401. 


(sor>) Locustella certhiola. 

Pallas’s (Iii a ss hop i*lii- Wa u bler. 

MotaviUa certhiola Pall, Zooo-r. Uosso-Asiat., i, ]). 509 (It^ll) (Lake 
lUiknl). 

Locustella certhuda. Planf, *S: Oates, i, p. 352. 

Vernacular names. Snu-hatta-sorai (Assamese). 

Description. Poreliead and anterior crown olive-brown; crown 
and iia])e reddisli brown; the latter often almost white, boldly 
streaked with black; back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts 
redilish brown with broad central streaks of black, sometimes 
wanting on the hind neck in very old birds ; greater coverts and 
imnnunost secondaries black with narrow whitish fringes; quills 
gr(‘y-bro\vn edged ])uler; lower back and rump reddish brown, 
almost, or (juite, unmarked ; upper tail-coverls reddish brown with 
hi-oad ))lack cetitres ; tail reddish brown, suffused witli black on 
the terminal half, with black shaft-stripes and cross-rayed, the 
otitermost feathers ulmost entirely black except for broad white 
tips; supercilium white or pale huffy-white; lores brown with a 
white line below to the eye; ear-coverts brown witli white .shafts; 
sides of neck rufons-brown ; below wlnte or huffy-white, the flanks 
and sometimes the breast suffused with reddish brown; under 
tail-coverts bright buff. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-brown; upper 
mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible fleshy-yellow' or 
“ ochraceoiis’’ {Et^eriti)'^ legs and feet white to pale ileshy. 

Measurements. I^^^ngth about 130 mm.: wing t>2 to 68 mm.; 
tail 58 to 63 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; ciilmen 11*5 to 
12*5 mm. 

The Nestling is like the male above but more profusely marked 
witli black on the rump and lower back ; helow' it is a bright 
yellow’-buff, the sides of the throat, neck aiiil breast boldly streaked 
v\ith black and the sides of the bead and flanks brownish; the 
under tail-c<)\erts are pale rufoiis-brow’n : the supercilium is 
bright yellow'-buiT. 

In the Autumn the nestling moults into a stage halfway 
between the adult and nestling plumage, retaining the buff lower 
plumage but losing most of the streaks. 

The Summer plumage is a little brighter above than in Winter 
and is a clearer w bite below'. 

Distribution. Pallas’s Grasshopper- Warbler breeds in Eastern 
Siberia as far AVest as the Yenesei. In AV’inter it is found 



Fig. r»3.—Head of L. crrthiola. 


throughout .^oiith Cliina, Burma, Assam and Bengal, straggling 
thence into Central and South-Central India as far as Orissa. 

Nidihcation. Breeds in damp grassy meadows, generally placing 
its nest low dow’ii in tlie grass growing on small hummocks. The 
nest is deep cup-shaped and made of grasses lined with grass- 
stems. The eggs are said to number four to si.x in a full clutch 
and are of two types—pale rose-pink dotted with reddish brow n 
over the whole surface or deep lilac or rose-pink with a few tiny 
specks of brownish black and minutely freckled all over with 
reddish. A few' eggs also have one or two hair-lines at the larger 
end. Sixteen eggs average 18*8 x 13*7 min., and in general 
appearance are very like deep-coloured eggs of some of our Indian 
Triburas. The birds lay in late June to July. 

Habits. Seehohni remarks that he “ found it a very shy, 
skulking bird, frequenting the marshes and swampy copses on the 
great meadows by the river side.” In the beginning of the 
breeding season the male sings constantly, every now and then 
rising into the air, fluttering stationary for a few' seconds and then 
dropping down again into cover. 

Both this bird and the Streaked Grasshopper-Warbler were 
very common in Assam and E. Bengal in Winter, frequenting the 
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ricefields as well as reeds and water-plants in swamps. At this 
time of year they have, of course, no song but utter an occasional 
note soiirlding like cliir-chirrr, 

(806) Locustella lanceolata. 

The Streaked Gtrasshoppee-Warbler, 

Sylvia lanceolata Temm., Man. d’Orn., ed. 2, iv, p. 614 (1840) 
(Mainz, Irtum). 

Loc.mtella lanceolata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 353. 

Vernacular names. Sun-hatta-sorai (Assam). 

Description. Whole upper plumage russet olive-brown with 
broad, black, central streaks to the feathers; tail brown with 
narrow edges and tips of paler brown ; under aspect of tail-quills 
whitish ; wing-coverts like the back ; quill-feathers brown, edged 
with russet-brown on the outer webs and on both webs on the 
inner secondaries; a very indefinite buff supercilium ; lores 
dusky ; ear-coverts and sides of neck dull brownish, the former 
with pale shaft-streaks; below white,tinged with ochraceous; sides 
of breast and flanks vinaceous-brown; the fore-neck, breast and 
flanks streaked with black; under tail-coverts sometimes 
immaculate, at other times boldly streaked with black ; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries pale vinaceous-ochre. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or yellowish browm ; bill dark 
brown above, lower mandible fleshy-yellow at base, with a dark 
tip ; legs fleshy-white, the claws pale horny. 

Measurements. Length about 125 mm. ; wing 52 to 57 mm.; 
tail 48 to 51 mm.; tarsus about 16 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

In very old birds the streaks on the lower surface tend to 
disappear but are always present to some extent. 

Distribution. In Summer this Warbler is found from Eastern 
Siberia to North-East Russia and in Winter it wanders South 
through China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Eastern 
Bengal as far West as Etawah but is rare beyond Bengal and 
East Orissa. 

Nididcation. Similar to that of the last species. The eggs, 
whicli are said to number four to six, are described by Jourdain 
as “ thickly marked with reddish brown on a rosy ground, with 
grey shell-markings.’^ A clutch in my own collection is pale dull 
pink with numerous freckles of light red, forming a thicker cap at 
the larger end. Twelve eggs average 17*5x13*4 mm.; maxima 
18*0x13 8 ; minima 17*0 X 13*0 and 17*4 x 12*8 mm. 

They breed from early June to the middle of July. 

Habits. The same as those of Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler. 

Locustella nssvia. 

Locustella nee via Bodd., Tabl. PI. Enl., p. 351, no. 681 (1778). 

Type-locality: Italy. 

VOL. II. 2 D 
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(807) Locustella nsBvia straminea. 

The Eastebn Grasshoppeb-AVarbleb. 

Locustella straminea Seebolim, Cat. B. M., v, p. 117 (187 »‘j) 
(Turkestan) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 354. 

Yernacolar names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wing-coverts olive- 
brown, each feather broadly centred dark brown; wing-quills 
brown, eilged with olive-brown, sometimes slightly tinged with 
russet; tail brown, tipped and edged with paler olive-brown and 
obsoletely cross-rayed ; lores and short narrow superciliutn white ; 
ear-coverts brown, with an occasional black spot or two ; below 
pale buffy-brown; the chin, throat, and centre of abdomen almost 
white ; under tail-coverts broadly centred with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light browm ; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible yellowish w^hite or fleshy ; legs and feet 
fleshy-white to pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 56 to 60 
mm.; tail 49 to 53 mm.; tarsus about 15*5 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Toung birds are bright yellow-ochre below and are more olive, 
less brown in tint above. 

The Eastern or Turkestan Grasshopper-Warbler differs from 
the Western form in being much darker and browner below, and 
in being decidedly smaller, the latter having a wing of 62 to 
67 mm. 

Distribution. From the Urals East through Transcaspia, the 
Caucasus, Turkestan, E. Persian mountains, to the Himalayas 
as far East as Sikkim. In Winter it is found practically all over 
Northern India, South to Coimbatore. It is rare in Eastern 
Bengal and has not yet been obtained in Assam. Ticehurst 
obtained it in Sind. 

Nidification. Very little is known of the nesting of this bird, 
but it appears to be very similar to that of L. n. noevia, breeding 
either in the weeds and reeds in or on the edge of water, or in 
thick grass, weeds and scrub on bill-sides. Two clutches, each of 
three eggs, taken on the lower Amur and at Kamka-su, Turkestan, 
have the ground-colour a pale pink, profusely covered with reddish- 
brown specks and small blotches, in one clutch these being almost 
confluent everywhere. They measure about 17'5 x 13*6 mm. One 
nest was taken on the 26th of May, the other on the 5th of June. 
This bird has been found at an elevation of 15,000 feet in 
Bummer. 

Habits. Though nowhere so common in Winter in India as 
Pallas's and the Streaked Grasshopper-Warblers are in Assam and 
Burma, where one constantly puts them up when Snipe-shooting, 
this Warbler visits Western and Northern India in great numbers, 
arriving about September and leaving again in March and April. 
In habits it differs in no way from other birds of this genua. 
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Genus TEIBURA. 

Trihura 1 lodge., P. Z. S., 1846, p. 30. 

Type, T. luteoventris. 

The genus Trihura contains four species, all of which breed in 
the mountains, only visiting the plains of India and Burma in 
the cold weather. 

These Warblers are birds of plain plumage and the feathers are 
very soft and silky in their texture. The sexes are alike but the 
young differ from the adults in being much more yellow. The 
second or Spring moult is complete or nearly so. 

The four Indian species of 'Trihura tiVQ not yjerfectly congeneric, 
one differing from the others in its extremely large bill, whilst a 
i5econd species is distinguished from the other three by the shape 
of the wing. These differences are, however, paralleled in the 
genus Acrocephahis^ to which Trihura is very closely allied and do 
not seem to necessitate any further division of genera. 

In T. major the bill is nearly as long as the head, in the other 
species about half the length of the head ; in all four it is slender 
and straight. The rictal bristles are minute and invisible without 
a lens ; the forehead is smooth and free from all hairs etc.; the 
wing is fairly long ; the tail much rounded and the feathers rather 
pointed ; the tarsus is rather long, though slight. 


Key to Species. 

A. First primary much less than half the 

se(5ond. 

a. Bill at front 16 mm. or over. 

b. Bill at front 13 mm. or under. 

B. First primary about half the length of 

the second 

c. Throat ashy, spotted with black. 

d. Tliroat unspotted white . 


T. majori p, 403. 

7*. taczajwioskia^ p. 404. 


T. thoracina^ p. 406. 

7’. hiteurentris^ p. 406. 


( 808 ) Tribura major. 

ThK liARGE-BlLLED BUSH-W ARBLER. 

Dumeticola major Brooks, J. A. S. B., xli, p. 77 (1872) (Kashmir). 

Tribura major. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 362. 

Vernacular names. Ckiyhchi (Turki). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of 
wings and tail dull olive-brown ; concealed portions of wings and 
tail brown; a white or creamy-white supercilium, often indistinct; 
lores and upper ear-coverts brownish; lower ear-coverts white, 
tipped with brown ; chin white; throat and upper breast white 
spotted with dark brown; breast and flanks ochraceous-brown, 
paling to white on the centre of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts 
ochraceous tipped with white. 


2d2 
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The amount of spotting on the throat and of the brown on- 
the breast and flanks varies very greatly and, in a few birds, 
practically the whole of the lower parts are pure white, merely 
tinged with brown on the flanks. In other specimens the throat 
is lightly spotted with brown and the flanks only are ochre-brow n. 
The spotting probably decreases with age. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; bill dark horny-brow n 
to black above, lower mandible fleshy or pale horiiy; mouth and 
edges of gape yellow; tarsus pale wax-yellow or fleshy-yellow’ ; 
toes darker and claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about rum.; wing 50 to 05 
mm., the female rather smaller than the male; tail 59 to 03 min.; 
tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culinen 15 to 10 mni. ; “ culinen 17*5 to 
18'5 from base of skull ” {Uarfert), 

Central Asian birds seem to average a little larger tluin tliose 
from Kashmir, but are otherwise inseparable. 

Bistribution. In Summer breeds between 0,000 and 10,000 feet 
in Kashmir, Ladak and Eastern Turkestan, descending in Winter 
to betw^een 4,000 and 7,000 feet. Whitehead found it breeding 
in the Khagan Valley at 9,000 feet. 

Nidification. This Bush-Warbler breeds from early June to 
the end of July at heights over 0,000 feet, generally over 8,00(V 
feet. It makes a deep cup-shaped nest of grass, lined with dow n, 
hair, fur or, rarely, with a few feathers, which it places either 
actually on the ground or low dow^n in tufts of grass, a low bush 
or tangle of vines and creepers. The eggs number three or four 
and are typically rather broad blunt ovals, the ground-colour a 
pale pink, covered all over with dense freckling of pale lilac-red. 
In a few^ eggs the lilac tint is wanting and the eggs are darker 
and redder and, in still fewer, the markings are sparse enough to 
allow the ground-colour to show' through. In many eggs tln^ 
markings are more numerous at the larger end, where they form 
an indefinite ring or cap. Twenty-five eggs average 18-2 x 14*2 
mm.: maxima 19*1 x 14*3 and I8’2xl50; mi?jima 17*5x14'^ 
and 18*2x14 0 mm. 

Habits. The Large-billed Bush-Warbler is very common in parts 
of Kashmir, keeping almost entirely to the fringe of forests and 
low scrub* jungle, long grass, bracken or similar cover. Davidson 
says that it is a very shy bird, unwilling to rise unless almost 
tr^den on and, even then, only flying a few yards before again 
dropping into the grass. The call-note is a constant tic-tic-tic, 

(809) Tribura taczanowskia. 

The Chinese Bush-Wahbler. 

IjOcusUIUi taczMunvMu Swinhoe, P.Z.S., 1871, p. 365 (Traiis-Haikal). 

Trib^ira intermedia. Blanf. & l)ates, i, p. 303. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of closed 
wings and tail russet-brown, the shafts of the tail-feathers white 
underneath and tail above obsoletely cross-rayed; lores and a short 
narrow supercilium white; ej.i-coverts hair-brown, with white 
shafts; lower plumage white, suffused with brownish buff on 
flanks and breast; under taii-coverts brown edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts, iris liazel-brown ; upper mandible and 
tip of lower dark brown, remainder of bill white to horny-white; 
legs whity desh-colour, claws pale horn. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 52 to 56 
mm.; tail 53 to 58 mm.; tarsus 17 to 18 mm. ; culmen about 
12 mm. 

The young bird is bright yellowish buff below and above is 
rather l)righter than the adult. 

Distribution. In Summer tliis Bush-Warbler is found in Central 
Asia from Lake Ikiikal to the Ussuri and in Winter in South China, 
Burma and the intervening countries. A specimen of Seebohm’s, 
labelled Bhutan Boars, seems to be of this species. 

Nidihcation. Dybowski describes the nest and eggs as similar 
to those of the (irasshopper-Warbler, and five eggs taken by him 
vary iu size between 17*4x14*0 and 18*5X 14*0 mm. 

Habits. Ill Winter this bird is very common iu Lower Burma, 
Avhere Oates touiid it frequenting paddy-fields, stubble and grass. 
He describes it as a great skulker, very loth to fly and seldom 
showing itself. He states tliat it appears to feed a great deal on 
the ground. 


(810) Tribura thoracica thoracica. 

'fiiE .Spotted Bush-Warbler. 

lJumeiicola thoracica Blyth, J. A. S. B.,-xiv, p. 584 (1846) (Nepal). 

Tribura thoracica. Hlanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 303. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above, including closed wings and tail, rufous- 
brown; lores dusky ; a supercilium from the nostrils to the nape 
white anteriorly, grey beliind the eye; a small blackish or dark 
brown line under tlie eye; sides of head and ear-coverts ashy- 
brown, the latter with pale shafts; chin and upper throat buffy- 
white to white; fore-neck and upper breast ashy-brown with 
numerous bold spots of dark brown; lower breast ashy; flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts dull rufous-brown, the last with white 
edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; legs pale fleshy ; according to 
Cockburn the bill is black in summer, brown in winter. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 60 mm,; tail 46 to 53 mm.; tarsus 
18 to 19 mm.; culmen 10 toll mm. 
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In Winter plumage the underparts are less ashy and more- 
ochraceou8«bpown and apparently less spotted. 

The young bird is yellow below, suffused witli brown on breast 
and flanks and with darker centres to the featiiers of the breast 
and throat. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central Asia and in the JlimalayavS^ 
from Kashmir to Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan and possibly in the 
mountains of North Assam. Winters lower down in the valleys 
and very occasionally wanders into the plains. 

Nidification. The Spotted Bush-Warbler breeds almost 
throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhutan at elevations 
between 7,000 and 10,000 feet or higher. The breeding-season 
lasts from early June to the end of July and in fSikkim some 
eggs are laid as early as the middle of May. The nest is a deep 
little cup of grass and scraps of reed-leaves, lined with coarse and 
fine grass-stems. It is not placed on the ground, thoiigli some¬ 
times close to it, but at two to four feet up in some low bush, 
matted weeds, grass or similar cover. 

The eggs, which number three to four, are pale pink in ground¬ 
colour speckled and flecked with reddish brown, lilac-brown or 
pinky-brown, generally less profusely than the eggs of other 
species of this genus. Forty eggs average 18 Jix 115*7 mm.: 
maxima 190x14*5 and 18*8x15*1 mm.; minima 17*0x12*8 mm. 

Habits. This Bush-Warbler is probably not migratory in its 
habits, merely moving vertically under stress of heat and cold. 
At the same time a specimen has been obtained in Svlhet, some 
hundreds of miles from its nearest known breeding-place. It is a 
lively, cheerful little bird, always on the move, but, very (juiet and 
secretive in its movements. Its rather loud (chik-tchik may 
often be heard in thick weeds, long grass or scrub-jimgle, though 
the bird itself may remain invisible. It has been found as high 
as 14,000 feet, but does not appear to breed at these elevations. 


(811) Tribura luteoventris. 

The Brown Bush-Warrleb. 

Tribura luteoventns Ilodgs., P. Z. 8., 1815, p. 50 (Nepal); Blanf. k 
Oates, i, p. 364. 

Tribura mandellii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 3G5. 

Yemacular names. Dao-tisha tcMk (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail rufous- 
brown, the last a little darker and faintly cross-rayed : a dusky 
spot on lores; above this and running into a narrow supercilium 
pale buff; feathers of eyelids buff, forming a very distinct ring in 
some specimens; ear-coverts, sides of head and neck rufous, the 
first with faint white shaft-stripes : chin, throat, middle of lower 
breast and abdomen white ; upper breast, flanks, vent and under 
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tail-coverts rufous, the last more or less edged with white. 
In some specimens the chin, throat and extreme upper breast are 
marked with small spots of black {T, mmtdellii) and the colours 
of the upper parts vary greatl}^ in the depth of the rufous tinge^ 
some specimens being almost olive-brown ; these characteristics 
appear to be individual. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-brown to bright hazel; bill 
above dark horny-brown or blackish, lower mandible and 
commissure fleshy-yellow or light horny, more yellow at the 
inoutli ; legs flesh-colour, fleshy-yellow to “ dark fleshy-brown 
{Cockhw'n). * 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 58 mm.; tail 55 to 66 mm.; 
tarsus 19 to 20 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of Assam 
both N. and S. of the Brahmaputra; Chin Hills, Annam. 



Fig. 64.— Wing of T. hiteoventf'is. 


Nidification. I’he Brown Bush-Warbler breeds in great 
numbers in the Kliasia Hills above 4,500 feet, making a deep 
cup-shaped nest of grasses with an odd leaf or two in the base, 
and sometimes a weed-stem or tendril in the body of the nest. 
The lining, wliicli is very thick, is of grass and grass-stems. 
Roughly the nests measure externally about 5 inches deep by less 
than 3 broad, the inner cup being about 2| inches deep by 2 inches 
or less in width. The number of eggs laid is nearly always four, 
very rarely five, and rather more often three only. In shape they 
arc broad, blunt ovals ; the ground-colour is white to pale pink 
or pale lilac and they are freely marked all over with freckles of 
various shades of reddish or pinkish brown. Most eggs are about 
the same in depth of colouring as the eggs of the Grasshopper- 
Warbler, others are as deep a brown-pink as the darkest eggs of 
Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler, whilst others, again, are as pale as 
the palest eggs of the Spotted Bush-Warbler. 

Two hundred eggs average 18*2x14*3 mm.: maxima 19*9.X 
14*9 and 19*0x15*2 ram.; minima 16*9X 14*5 and 18*0x13*5 mm. 

The nest is generally placed in a low bush or tangle of weeds, 
creepers and raspberry or blackberry vines and another favourite 
site is a Daphne bush. It is never placed actually on the ground, 
but may be at any height from a few inches up to 3, or even 
4 feet. The breeding-season commences in the end of April and 
lasts until late tluly. 

Habits. This Bush-Warbler inhabits and breeds at lower 
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elevations than any of its relations. In Summer it is found up 
to 9,000 or 10,000 feet but, far more often, between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet, whilst in Winter it descends to the foot-hills and even 
into the adjacent plains. It is one of the few birds which are 
found in great numbers in the pine-forests of the Khasia Hills, 
haunting in preference those which have an undergrowth of low 
Daphne bushes. It is not a particularly shy bird and does not 
resent being watched, though it is naturally a skulker and lover of 
thick cover, where it is ditficult to see it. One notices a little 
russet bird flitting about inside the bushes from one twig to 
another, very restless and very energetic but very stealthy and 
quiet in all its ways. Every now and then a soft single “ chik 
is uttered and this is all one hears, except in the breeding-season 
when it utters a complete little song from the top of a piece of 
grass or Daphne bush, much like that of the coininon lleed- 
Warbler, but much softer and lower. Like the rest of the genus 
and those closely allied to it, it lives entirely on the smallest 
insects and is very fond of ants and the smaller spiders. 1 once 
watched it in the Government House Garden in Shillong feeding 
on a blight which infested the rose-trees and so deeply engaged 
was it on its feast that it allowed me to watch it for some 
minutes from a distance of a few feet. 


Genus ELAPHKORNIS. 

Elaphrornis Legge, B. of Ceylon, p. 514 (1879). 

Type, Elaphrornis Blyth. 

This genus is very difficult to place but on the whole its 
affinities seem to be more Sylviine than anything else. In general 
appearance it is very like the Shortwings but the plumage of the 
young is like that of the adult, though paler, a character which 
suffices to eliminate it at once from the Thrushes. The bill is 
straight and slender as in Tribura and, like that bird, it has the 
rictal bristles very minute and the forehead very fully feathered. 
The tarsi are long and fairly strong, as in Trihuray but the wing 
is quite different. The first primary is equal to three-fourths of 
the second, and the fifth and sixth are subequal and longest. 
The tail is greatly graduated, the outermost feathers being equal 
to about half the longest. 

( 812 ) Elaphrornis palliseri. 

Pallisbh’s Ant-Wabbleb. 

Brachypierpx palliseri Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 178 (1851) (Ceylon). 

Elaphrornis palliseri, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 191. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A grey supercilium from the bill to the anterior 
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^^r-coverts dull grey ; a ring round the eye rather paler grey; 
lores and a patch under the eye deep brown, paling to grey on the 
posterior ear-coverts, whicii have white shafts; remainder of 
upper plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail rufous olive- 
brown, most rufous on the tail and upper tail-coverts; chin 
fulvous-white; throat rusty-fulvous; lower plumage slaty-olive, 
the centre of the abdomen paler and more yellow, and the posterior 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to bright red ; bill horny- 
black, the lower mandible paler and more slaty at the base ; legs 
and feet deep neutral brown or purplish brown, claws paler. 

The female has the iris buff. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mrn. ; wing 60 to 
64 mm.; tail 55 to 06 mm.; tarsus about 27 mm.; bill 
about 14 inm. 

Young are like the adult, but want the rufous throat and chin, 
these parts being whitish with slaty-olive tips to the feathers. 
The underparts generally are more yellow as in the young of 
Trihura, 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidiflcation. Palliser’s Ant-Warbler breeds in Ceylon during 
February, March and April, at elevations of about 5,000 feet 
upwards. Bligli took its nest with young in 1870 and nearly 
forty years later eggs were sent me as of this species but without 
a parent bird. Finally in 1911 Capt. T. P. Aid worth took a nest 
with two eggs. The nests ar© made of moss, twigs and grass- 
stalks, lined with skeleton leaves and fibre. In shape they are 
very deep cups and they are placed low down in dense low bushes, 
generally in glades in deep forest and close to \N ater. 

The eggs are either two or three {Le(j(je) in number, and are 
very like dull fiuely freckled eggs of some Bulbuls, but the 
texture is coarser and is glossless. The ground-colour is a pale 
dull cream and they are freckled all over with dull pinkisli brown 
generally coalescing to form a ring or cap at the larger end, where 
there are one or two hair-streaks of dark brown. They measure 
about 22’Ox 16*1 mm. 

Habits. This curious little bird frequents dense forests, and 
especially such as have undergrowth of ‘‘ nilloo-scrub or “ ele¬ 
phant-grass,” and is of such shy retiring habits that it is most 
dilBcult to find or observe. It has a sharp single little note which 
it utters constantly, as it hunts through the lower bushes and 
grass, every now and tlien descending to the ground in its search 
for insects, llokisworth says that when on the ground it has a 
habit of flicking its tail like a Hobin. Legge syllabifies its note as 
quiize. It is not found below 4,000 feet and is most common on 
the Horton Plains above 5,000 feet, where it is resident all the 
year round. 
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Genus OBTHOTOHUS. 

Orthotomus llorsfield, Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 166 (1820). 

Type, 0. sepium Lafres. 

The genus Ortfiotomus has been divided into two genera, Ortho¬ 
tomus and !Sutoria^ the former containing those species which never 
attain a long tail in Summer, and the latter those which do. The 
acquisition of long tail-feathers is, however, a feature of little 
importance and is bridged over by maculicollis which seldom 
acquires a long tail and tlien only to a degree of length much less 
than in sutorius, North-Western birds have the longest tails and 
Eastern birds tfje shortest. In this genus the bill is as long as the 
head, broad and rather flat ; there are a few rictal bristles but no 
supplementary hairs and the forehead is very smooth and flat. 
There are long soft hairs springing from the nape ; the wing is 
very short and rounded, the first primary large and the fourth and 
fifth longest and subequal; the tail of twelve feathers is much 
graduated ; the tarsi are strong and long. 

Ket/ to Specit's, 

A. Upper plumage suffused with green. 

a. Under wing-coverts, axillarie.s and under 

tail-coverts yellowish wlute. 

b. Under wing-coverts, axillarie.s and under 

tail-coverts bright yellow. 

B. Upper plumage ashy-grey. 

e. Tail chestnut . 

d. Tail brown. 


(). sut(>7'iu8, p. 410. 

(). (ifri(/td{nns,Yi. 414 

(). rt//icepMy p. 41»'>. 
O. srpiufUy p. 410. 


Orthotomus sutorius. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper plumage grass-green, anterior 

crown chestnut. (). s. sutorius, p. 410 . 

B. Upper plumage darker, less yellow-green. 
a. Cheeks and ear-coverts rufescent- 


w'hite. 

a. Crown dark chestnut, nape olive- 

green ... O. p. 41:>. 

h\ (»- ^ ' rally still darker, nape \'ery 

d-vk. (). s. lonyicuuduSf p. 4lt^. 

b. Cheeks and ear-coverts marbled brown 

and white . O. s, maculicollisy p. 4b4. 


(SI 3 ) Orthotomus sutorius sutorius. 

The Indian Tailor-Biiid. 

Motacilla sutoria Forst., Ind. Zool., i, p. 7 (1709) (Ceylon). 
Orthot4jmus sutorius. lhauf. & Oates, i, p. 300. 

Vernacular names. Likla-jitta 'ravik {Cing.). 
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Description. Lores and a faint supercilium white; forehead and 
crown rufous changing to ashy on the nape ; ear-coverts very pale 
rufescent-white; back, scapulars, rump, upper tail-coverts and 
central tail-feathers yellowish gieen ; lateral tail-feathers greenish 
brown, tipped whitish and sub-tipped darker brown, sometimes a 
second darker bar also showing, though more faintly ; wings light 
brow'n, the feathers edged with greenish; cheeks and lower 
plumage almost white, tinged with fulvous-yellow; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan, yellowish red or buff; eyelids 
reddish grey ; upper mandible dark horny, the tip quite dark, 
lower mandible pale fleshy ; legs and feet straw-colour to pale 
fleshy-red. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 54 mm.; tail 28 to 112 mm. 
(Summer) ; tarsus 21 to 22 mm. : culmeii 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon, JSouth, Central and N.-West India. To 
file East it extends as far as Behar and Chota Nagpore, but the 
birds of Alluvial Bengal beloiig to the next race. 

In my ‘ Catalogue of the Birds of the Indian Empire,’ I unfor¬ 
tunately gave the type-locality of saioritis as Calcutta. As nearly 
all Forster’s birds were named from Ceylon, Calcutta cannot be 
allowed to stand and Ceylon must be substituted therefore. 

Nidification. This Tailor-Bird breeds throughout the plains and 
hills of India np to at leavSt 5,000 feet everywhere and, occasionally, 
considerably liigher than this in the North-West Himalayas. The 
breeding-months are principally May, June and July but in many 
parts they breed both earlier and later. The nest is sewn into 
one or more leaves of a weed, bush or tree. If in one leaf the 
outer edges are drawn ti»gether with vegetable-down or grass seed- 
down and inside the cavity so formed the true little cup-nest is 
made; first of strong gniss-stems or fibre which is stiff enough to 
retain its shape and then a lining of softer material. The nest 
may be placed witliin a few inches of the ground or as much as 
30 or even 40 feet above it but, most often, it is w ithin four or five 
feet. It builds in gardens and verandahs of houses and in the 
vicinity of villages and towns and also in cultivated open country 
hut never, 1 believe, in forest. The eggs number three to five, 
very rarely six, and vary very greatly in colour. The ground may 
be white, pale pink, a fairly warm cream, skim-milk blue or pale 
blue or blue-green ; the markings vary to the same extent and may 
consist of blotches, spots, specks or freckles of red, reddish brow n, 
brown, black or purplish black. In most cases they are sparse 
everywhere, but have a tendency to be more numerous at the 
larger end w here they may form an ill-defined cap or zone. They 
are never as freckly or as numerous as they are in the eggs of the 
genus Franklinia, One hundred eggs average 16*4x11*6 mm.; 
maxima 17*6 X 12 0 and 16*1 xl2*2 mm.; minima 16*1 x 10*7 and 
15*2x10*6 mm. 

Habits. Eew' birds are so well known ns the confiding little 
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Tailor-Bird, whose shrill cry is to be heard in every garden. His 
active little figure is constantly on view as he creeps, climbs or 
fiits from oue branch to another in his never-ending search for 
insects, in pursuit of which he will, without hesitation, enter 
rooms and verandahs where people are sitting and talking. His 
flight alone is enough to attract attention, for, when he really 
launches out for a flight of more than a few feet, he flicks his long 
tail so energetically and so far over his back that he always looks 
as if he would knock his own brains out and hurl himself to the 
ground. The male bird when sitting is a comical sight, for his 
beak and his tail almost meet together over his back; in spite, 
however, of his physical disabilities he is a good husband and takes 
his fair share of the duties of incubation. 

(814) Orthotomus sutorius patia. 

The Burmese Tailor-Bird. 

Orthotomua patia TIodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 29 (Nepal.). 

Orthotomus sutorius, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. .‘Uio (part.). 

Yemacidar names. Tuntuni (Beng.); Patia (Xep.) ; Tee-tee 
Sorai (Assam.); Noni J)ao-tee-iee (Cachari). 

Description. A very much darker bird than the preceding race, 
the upper parts being olive-green ; the forehead and crow n a much 
deeper rufous and the nape also darker; the underparts are tinged 
with buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in 0. s, sutorius. 

Measurements. AVing 43 to 60 mm. ; tail 35 to 00 mm. 
(iSummer) ; tarsus 20 to 21 nini.; cultnen 12 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Eastern Bengal and the 
whole of Burma to Tenasserim. 

Nidification. In every respect like that of the last bird. T have 
taken its nest up to 0,000 feet in both the Khasia and N. Cacbar 
Hills and it is a very common breeder up to 5,000 ft. The eggs 
of the various races of Orthotomus sutorius are absolutely indis¬ 
tinguishable from one another. Two hundred eggs average 
15*9x11*3 mm.: maxima 17*6x12*4 mm.; minima 13*3x11*0 
and 14*3x10*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. This bird ascends to at least 
t3,000 feet in the Assam Hills and to 5,000 feet in the Burmese 
Hills and is also found throughout the foot-hills and in the 
greater portion of the Plains. 

( 815 ) Orthotomus sutorius lougicaudus. 

The Chinese Tailob-Bird. 

Motacillu lonyicauda CimeliD, S. N., i, p. 954 (1788) (Chinn). 

Orthotomus sutorius, Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 366 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Ihe darkest of all forms of Orthoionius sutorius, 
with the underside strongly suffused with buff and the anterior 
crown deep rufous with a very dark nape. 

Colours of soft parts as in 0. s. sutorius. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 50 mm.; tail 35 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and China (Fokhien, Foochow). Speci¬ 
mens obtained by Harington in the Northern Shan States appear 
to be of this species. 1 cannot separate La Touche’s inexpectahfs 
(Yunnan) from the Fokhien birds, though they differ from 
Swinhoe’s phUlarraphmis from Amoy in being darker and duller. 

Nidiffcation. Not distinguishable from that of any other race of 
Tailor-Bird. 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(816) Orthotomus sutorius maculicollis. 

The Tailor-Bird. 

Orthotomus maculicollis Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. ‘i09 (Malacca). 

Vernacular names. Nok-a-chlp (Siam). 

Description. Differs from all the preceding races of sxitorhis in 
having the ear-coverts and sides of the neck white mottled or 
streaked with blackish ; the throat and upper breast invariably 
marked with black, owing to the black bases to the feathers 
showing tlirougli ; the underparts are otherwise silky-white, very 
slightly suffused with buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races of siUorius. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 48 mm.; tail 35 to 56 nun.; tarsus 
21 inrn. ; culmen 13 iniii. 

Distribution. South vSiaiii, Malay States; there is one specimen 
in the British Museum from Cambodia and several Tenasseriin 
specimens are referable to this race, though the great majority are 
jyatia, 

Nidiffcation. Messrs. Williamsou and Herbert collected fine 
series of nests and eggs of this Tailor-Bird in the vicinity of 
Bangkok. Mr. F. (L Herbert gives the nesting-season as from 
early May to August and says that it breeds in the gardens, 
making nests quite similar to tho.se of the Common Tailor-Bird, 
sewing them into one, two, or more leaves and placing them some¬ 
times within a few feet of the ground but, on the other hand, 
often in wild almonds and prickly palms as high up as 20 feet. 
The average of fifty eggs is 15*5 x 11*4 mm.: maxima 16*7 X 12*2 
mm.; minima 13*6x10*7 and 14*0x10*6 mm. In appearance 
they cannot be distinguished from those of 0. s, sutoHus but one 
clutch taken by Mr. E. G, Herbert is practically pure blue. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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Orthotomus atrigularis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Darker, more olive-green above .... ... 0. n. (itritpileirtSj p. 414. 

B. Brighter, more yellow-green above. O. a. mtidus^ p. 415. 

(SIT) Orthotomus atrigularis atrigularis. 

The Beaok-necked Taiix>b-Bird. 

Orthotomus atriyularis Temm., PI. Col., livr. 101 (18^16) (Malacca) ; 
Blanf. (fc Oates, i, p. 368. 

Vernacalar names. Noh^-a-chip khor dum (Siam). 

Description. Lores, forehead to nape chestnut ; upper plumage 
and exposed parts of wings and tail olive-green, more or less tinged 
with yellow ; tail tipped faintly paler and sub-tipped with a dark 
band ; ear-coverts, cheeks and chin white, the dark bases of the 
feathers showing through ; throat and fore-neck black ; breast and 
Hanks ashy, the latter tinged with gree!» posteriorly; thighs 



Fig. 65.—Bill of O. a, atrigularis, 

rufous; under wing-coverts, axillaries and under tail-coverts 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown, tan-yellow to orange; 
upper mandible light horny-brown, lower mandible pale fleshy- 
brown ; legs pale flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Wing 42 to 48 mm.; tail 31 to 36 mm.; tarsus 
about Ifl to 20 mm.; culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Female differs from the male in having the lower parts whiter 
and in having no black patch on the throat and fore-neck. 

Young like the female. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula, Borneo, South of Siam and the 
extreme South of Teiiasserim. 

Nidiflication. Mr. Herbert found this Tailor-Bird breeding in 
the dense undergrowth in fruit-gardens round about Bangkok. 
The nests and eggs he describes as indistinguishable from those 
of 0, 8. maculicolUs^ though the latter average rather brigfjter in 
their coloration. The breeding-season is June and July, The 
twenty-one eggs I have seen average 15*6x11*6 mm.: maxima 
18*8 X 121 and 16*0x12*3 mm.; minima 14*5 x 11-0 and 
15*2 X 10*9 mm. 
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Habits. Mr. Herbert writes in the Journal of the Siam Kat. 
Hist. Soc., “its haunts are confined to fruit-gardens where it prefers 
the quiet and shade of the thick undergrowth to parading itself in 
the compounds like the Malay Tailor-Bird. This natural shyness 
keeps it very much out of evidence. Its note is a sweet-sounding 
trill, Icri-ri-i, and contrasts with the shrill too-unt of its noisy 
cousin. When once this note has been recognized, it may be 
regularly heard in the fruit-gardens.’’ 


(^IB) Orthotomus atrigularis nitidus. 

The Burmese Bla(’k-neckej) Tailor-Bird. 

Orthotomus nitidus Humo, Str. Feath.,ii, p. 507 (1874) (Tenasserim). 

Orthotomus atrigularis. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 308 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Nol-a-chy, Idwr dam (Siam). Jungla Tee- 
tee Sorai (Assam); Harjra Dao-tee~tee (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird, but a much 
brighter, more yellow-green above and whiter, less ashy below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. JSikkim to Eastern Asssm, Hills of Central Burma 
to 'J'enasserim, North 8iain. 

Nidiflcation. This Tailor-Bird breeds from the foot-hills up to 
at least 0,000 feet, but more commonly below 4,000 feet than 
above it. It is common in the Kbasia Hills in dense wet forest 
during the breeding-season near villages and cultivated land, but 
builds its nest on the fringe of the forest and never in gardens like 
the common Tailor-Bird. Most of the nests I found myself were 
either in the bushes and bracken on the outskirts of thick jungle 
or ill open glades just inside. The nest and eggs cannot be 
distinguished irom those of O. sutomus^ though it apparently does 
not build on trees or bushes at any height from the ground. One 
liundred eggs average 15*4x11-4 mm.: maxima 16*2x11*2 and 
16*0 X 12*6 mm. ; minima 14*6 X 11*6 and 15*6 x 10*8 mm. 

The breeding-months are April, May, June and July. 

Habits. This Tailor-Bird takes the place of 0, in forests 

and jungles and is much more wild and shy than that bird. Like 
the Msilay race its shrill note is heard much more often than 
the bird itself is seen, as it keeps closely to undergrowth and 
thick cover. 


(819) Orthotomus ruficeps. 

The Bed-headed Tailor-Bird. 

I'Alela rujicefis I.ess., Traill d’Orn., p. 309 (18.‘^) (Singapore). 
Of ihototnus rujiceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 368. 

Vernacular names. Nok-a-chip (Siam). 
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Description. Upper part of head from lores to nape chestnut; 
back, scapulars, rump and exposed parts of wing dark ashy- 
brown ; edge of inner webs of primaries and secondaries pinkish 
rufous; upper taihcoverts rufous-ashy; tail chestnut, the bases 
blackisl) ; lower half of head white; remainder of lower plumage 
white tinged with buff, deepest on the under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to salmon or yellow-tan ; 
bill above horny-brown, below fleshy or yellowish horny ; legs and 
feet fleshy-white to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. AVing 47 to 54 mm.; tail 36 to 43 mm.; tarsus 
about 21 min.; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female. Difiers from the male in having the black on the tail 
extended over nearly the whole length next the shaft, with a 
broad bar at the sub-tip. 

Young are much more grey below. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, through the Malay 
Peninsula to Borneo, Palawan and Humjitra. Othotomus echJa of 
Temm., generally given as a synonym of this species, is a totally 
different bird, being merely a local race of 0. sntorlus. Lesson’s 
type-locality for 0. ruJicepSy New Holland, is also of course \M'ong, 
and I now designate the type-locality as ^Singapore. 

Nidification. A series of the nests and eggs of this Tailor-Bird, 
taken by Mr. AV. A. T. Kellow during the months February to 
May, in the vicinity of Taiping in the Fed. Malay States, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Common Tailor-Birds but the 
nests seem to be more stoutly built, with more material in the 
nest itself and with a denser lining of vegetable down. They 
were all placed low dow n in weeds and bushes in scrub-jungle on 
the outskirts of forest. The eggs go through the same range of 
variations as the Common Tailor-Birds* do but they seem to 
average brighter with bolder markings. Thirty eggs average 
15'4xll'4 min.: maxima 16 3x11'5 and 10-2x 12*0 min.: 
minima 15*0 x 11*2 and 15*1 xll 0 mm. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. This Tailor-Bird seems to be a 
frequenter of the outskirts of forests and low scrub-jungle, and 
not of villages and gardens like the Common Tailor-Birds. 

Orthotomus sepium. 

Lafres., Mag. de Zool., 1836, pi. li. 

Type-local ity: Java. 


(820) Orthotomus sepium cineraceus. 

Th£ Ashy Tailoe-Bird* 

Orthotomus cineracem Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p, 689 (1846) (Malacca). 
Vernacular names. Nol-a-chip (Siam). 
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Description. Forehead, anterior crown, lores, sides of head, 
chin, sides of tfiroat and superciliuin bright cinnamon-rufous; 
posterior crown and upper plumage ashy-grey; tail brown, tipped 
pale fulvous-white and sub-tipped dark brown ; wing-quills brown 
edged with rufescent; below ashy-grey, deepest on throat and 
upper breast, all)escent on the centre of the belly ; under tail- 
coverts ])ale buff. 

This race dilYcrs from typical O. s. sepimn in having the 
abdotiHMi whitish instead of tinged with greenish and in having no 
mven on the upper parts. From borneoneusis of *Salvadori it is 
distinguished by its i*ather lighter ])himage and less deep rufous 
oil the head. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris Naples-yellow'; bill light horny-brown 
above, ])ale yellowish below’; feet and h^gs tan-brown, or “ pale 
warm brown” (Everltt), 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 46 to o2 mm.; 
tail ri4 to d() mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 14 to 16 mm. 

Female. Much tialer below and with the rufous bead-markings 
\ (uy pale and weak. 

Young. Like the female but more olive above and dull yellowish 
w'liite below . 

Distribution. South Tenasserim and Siam to Singapore and 
Sumatra, 'rin^re i'< also one specimen from Cochin China in the 
British Museum collection. 

Nidification and Habits. 1 can hud nothing recorded. 

(lenus LUSCINIOLA. 

Jjiacintola (Jray, List (icii. Jl., p. 28 (1841). 

Type, L. meldnopof/on 'l"enun. 

The genus Lusciniola contains only one species of Indian bird 
which is frequently included in other genera by modern ornitho¬ 
logists. It, however, differ.s from Tribura in luiving fairly strong 
rictal bristles and from Arumlinax in having no supplementary 
hairs in front of the rictal bristles. From other genera it differs 
still nion> widely in 'arions respects. 

Lusciniola has a slender bill about two-thirds the length of the 
head; there are tw^o rictal bristles but no supplementary hairs in 
front, of them, the forehead being smooth and sharply defined ; 
the wing is fairly long, the first primary less than half the length 
of the second which reacdies almost to the end of the wing; the 
tail is well graduated and the Lvrsus long. 

Tliis genus has a complete Spring moult w ithout, however, any 
change in plumage. 

Lusciniola melanopogon. 

Sylvia melanopoyon Tcmm., PI. Col., pi. 2*15, fig. 2 (1826). 

Type-locality : Home. 

VOL. II. 2e 
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1^821) Lusciniola melanopogon mimica* 

Tiih : Eastejix Moustached Sedge-Wahblkh. 

LHAcinioIa intmiva Madara.sz, Verlauf. ub. ein. iieii. Holes (190.‘i) 
(Transcaspia). 

JjHscifiiitia melanopogon, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. •309. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape black edged with nifoiis- 
brown ; liind neck, back afid scapulars rutons-brown, stieaked 
with .dark brown; rump and upper tail-coverts plain rnfous' 
brown ; wings and tail brown, edged witli nifoiis-browji; lores 
and a streak through the eye dark brow n ; a bold white superciliuin 
from the nostrils to the nape; ear-coverts mixed rui’ous and 
white; lower parts white suffused with buff from breast to under 
tail-coverts and more strongly so on tianks. 

L. m, miniica is a much darker bird botl) above and below and 
is much more boldly marked on the back and scapulars than 
L. rn. melanopogon. 



l ig. b.i. -U fad ot‘ /•. inf'laHoingoii 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow n ; bill deep greenish brown 
above, below lighter and lleshy at the base; legs, feet and claws 
greenish brown {Bingham), 

Measurements. Total length about 14f> to 152 mm.; w iiig (Jl to 
66 mm.; tail 47 to 52 inm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmeii about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. In India this bird has been found in 8ind, 
Kivshmir, the Punjab and X.W. Provinces, tln^ majority of the 
specimens in the llritish Museum coining from Ktawah and Sind. 
Outside India it is found from the delta of the Volga, Kirghis 
Steppes, Transcaspia, West Turkestan, IVrsia, 

Nidification. It has been obtained brecMling in Issuk Kul. Tlie 
nest is like that of the Moustached 8edge-Warbler, a cup of 
grasses and roots lined with fine grasses placed low down in reeds 
in swampy ground. The only clutches of eggs I have seen were 
quite indistinguishable from those of the Western birds; in 
ground-colour they are pale greenish grey, stippled nil over, with 
a darker shade of the same forming a ring at the larger end ; there 
are also a few black hair-lines. The eggs in my collection vary 
from 16*1 X 12*9 to 19*0 x 13*5 mm. 

The full number of eggs appears to be four and the breeding- 
months April and May. 
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Habits. A shy skulking little bird creeping actively but 
unobtrusively in and out ol' reeds, tamarisk and other bushes 
standing in water or other swampy ground. In Sind during 
heavy floods, when most of its normal cover is flooded out, 
Ticehurst says that it is nuicli more conspicuous and by no means 
wild. He describes its note as a curious scolding chuckle. 


Genus CISTICOLA. 

Cisticola Kaiip, Skizz. Nat. Syst. Eur, Thierw., p. 119 (1829). 

Ty[)e, Cisticola cisiicola (Temm.) juncidU), 

The genus Cisticola contains two Indian species of Warbler 
which have two moults yearly, in one species the alteration in the 
plumage being very great, in the second negligible. The tail is 
generally decidedly longer in Winter than in Summer, but the 
degree of difference varies greatly and in some races there is 
none. 

'File first primary is very small and the bill is slender and 
pointed; there are two short rictal bristles, no supplementary 
bails and the forehead is smooth. 

Keif impedes. 

A. Tips to all tail-tVathers indistinct, dull rufous- 


white . C\ exiliSf p. 410. 

11. Tips to the lateral tail-feathers broad and pure 

white . C\ junctdis. \^. 


Cisticola exilis. 

Malurus e.ritis Vig, & Ilorsf., Trans. L. 8., xv, p. 223 (1827, ex 

M8.). 

Tvpe-locality : New Holland. 


Key to Subspeclis, 


A. Crown plain, not streaked like the 
back. 

а. Head deep rufous . 

б. Head golden-yellow . 

c*. Head very pale yellowish white . 

Jl. Crown streaked like the back. 
d. U pper parts strongly suit used with 
rufous. 

a\ Rufous more prominent than 

black on crown. 

b\ Black more prominent than 

rufous on crown . 

c. Upper parts ashy with hardly any 
rufous tinge. 


[p. 420. 

(\ e. erythrocephala, c?, test., 
i\ e. tytltri, (T, test., p. 420. 

C. e. €(p(icaiidataj J , test., 

[p. 422. 


[ hyem., p. 420. 
€. erythi'ocephaliiy J , p. 420. 

C. e. ttfilerij d hyem., p. 420. 

ip. 422. 

C. e, o(jmctJu<htfo, 2 > 6 hyem., 
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(S22) Cisticola exilis erjrthrocephala. 

The liRD-iiE4i)Ei> F.vxtail-Wahbleu. 

Vidicola etythrocephala Blyth, J. A. S. H., xx, p. 523 (1851} 

(Nilgiris); Blant*. & Oates, i, p. 371. 

Vernacular names. Yedru-jitta (Tel.). 

Description.—Male in Summer. Forehead and crow n chestnut 
shading into dull rufous on the nape and hind neck; back and 
scapulars rufous boldly streaked with black ; w ing-feathers blackish 
edged with rufous-fulvous; rump and upper tail-coverts rufous- 
brown ; tail black w ith whitish tips and very narrow' rufescent 
edges, soon wearing off; uuderparts bright light ferruginous, 
paler on centre of throat and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan or light brow n ; bill above horny- 
hrow’u, below pale yellowish brow n ; legs an I feet fleshy-w'hite to 
deshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 45 to 51 mm.; tail 32 mm. in Slimmer, 
44 to 40 mm. in Wint-er; tarsus about IS mm.; culmen 10 
to 11 mm. 

Female and Male in Winter. Head rufous, broadly streaked 
with black; tail with broad olive-brown edges; below rather less 
rufous. 

Toung are like the female but paler and less boldly marked and 
with the underparts yellow, the Hanks dusky. 

Distribution. The Hills of Mysore and Travancore, North to 
Sangur in the Central Provinces. It is also common on the 
Brailmagiris in Coorg and 1 have had it reported from the 
Western Ghats in Kanara but have not seen any skins from 
thence. 

Nididcation. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. The Red headed Fantail-Warbler is only found w here 
tliere are w ide stretches of grass-land and is not found in forest 
or scrub unless it is in patches of the latter vstanding in grass. 
Mr. Ui iward Campbell found it common in small colonies in the 
Paliii Hills but has recorded nothing about its luibits. 

(823) Cisticola exilis tytleri. 

Tub Yellow-headed Fantail-Waruler. 

CUticola Jordon, B. of I., ii, p. 17(i (1873) (Docch); Bbiuf. 

i )ate.s, i, p. 872. 

Vernacular names. Titi-ddotlsha{Cuchavi); Lalsir-phatLn(\l.), 

Description. Differs from C. r, erf^ihracephalu in Summer in 
liaving tne crown a much jialer yellow and at all seasons in having 
the nuchal rufous collar much more pronounced and the upper 
parts darker, the black centres being broader and bolder and the 
rufous edges less wide. 
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Colours of soft parts au in the Inst bird. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 47 mm.; tail 25 to 20 mm. in 
tSuiiiuier, 46 to 48 mm. in Winter; tarsus 18 mm.; culmen about 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Dhutan Dooars to U. Assam, Bengal, Manij>nr. 
Lushai, Chin and Kachin Hills, Yunnan. 

Kidification. The Yellow - headed Fantail - Warbler breeds 
throughout the Assam Jlills wherever there are suitable grass- 
eovered hills between 2,000 and feet, rarely in the Kljasia 

Hills a little higher than this. The nests are of two sorts : one a 
little egg-shaped nest of fine grasses very lightly and easualJy 
interwoven but otherwise just like the usual nest of the Common 
Fan tail-Warbler, The other kind, which numbers at least four 
out of five, is about the most fragile nest made; a mere llimsy 
litth* half-cup of fine grasses and cotton-down sewn against 
the i’ace of a leaf of some weed or lowly plant standing in grass¬ 
land. It is never sewn ifiside the leaf like that of Ortholomas and 
Franklinia^ but the threads are passed through tlie unfolded leaf 
and knotted at the back, retaining the nest in its place against the 
leaf. The lu'eeding-inonths are A})ri} and May when the mah* 
birds have bright golden heads but many eggs are laid agjiin in 
J line to August when the bleaclied heads of the males look as if they 
belonged to a difi’erent sjiecies. The eggs number four or five, 
very rarely six and are very beautiful. The ground-colour is a 
bright pale blue and the markings consist of reddish-brown, black 
or purple blotches and s|)ots with a few similarly shaped secondary 
marks of grey. A few eggs are very pale 1)1 ue and closely resemble 
boldly marked eggs of ( iMicola c, vurslimis. One liundred eggs 
average 14‘8xll*4 mm.: maxima 160x12*0 mm.; minima 
13*1 X 11 *0 and 15*5 x 10*9 mm. 

Habits. This Warbler is found wherever there are suitable* 
plateaus of'grass-laud from the foot-hills of a thousand feet or so 
up to at least 6,000 feet, but it is most common between 2,0(mi 
and 3,500 feet. It seems to collect in colonies both in the 
breeding and non-breeding seasons, although it is never found in 
docks. Ten or twenty pairs may occupy a hillside not more tlian 
lialf a mile square and then one may wander miles over what 
a|)peurs to be exactly similar country before one meets another 
colony. When disturbed tl»e bird jerks itself straight into the 
air and then flies strong and well for fifty to a hundred yards 
before hurling itself lieadlong into the grass again. It has a call- 
iiote sounding like and then, after a distinct interval, 

a beautiful bell-like tinkle which seems to come from quite a 
different direction. Its food consists entii*ely of ants and minute 
insects which it hunts for in among the grass-stems. 

In Winter it is found in the plains of Assam and \n Bengal and 
anay possibly breed in these places. 
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(824) Gisticola exilis equicaudata. 

The SlVM GoLl)KX-IlEAI)Kl» KANTAn,-W\intLEU. 

Cisficola enftJtrocephnUi equivtntdafa Stu:»vt. lialver. Hull. li. (.), 
xliv, p. 89 (1924) (Sainkok, Siam). 

Cidicola volit(i}is, Hlanf. Oates, i, p. 878. 

Vernacular names. Noh sare hovet/ (Siam). 

Description. Differs from both tlio preceding races in being 
inucli more grey and less rufous above; the black is less 
pn»m)iiru‘ed and the grey edges to the feathers wider than the 
rutous edges in those races. In the breeding-season tl)e head is a 
golden rufous quickly bleaching to golden-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the otlier races. 

Measurements. Wing 42 to 49 mm.; tail 24 to 80 mm. in 
Summer. I n Winter this race never has the tail exceeding 84 mm. 
and generally much less, wh^areas Phili|)pine birds never have it 
less than 45 mm. ami running uj) to 48 mm. 'JVirsus about 
18 mm.; culmen al)out 10 mm. 

Distribution. Siam, South Burma. 

The true volitans, from Formosa, has a much paler liead, almost 
white. 

Nidification. Mr. E. G. Herbert found this bird breeding loimd 
about Samkok and Bangkok in Siam but it seems to vary its 
haunts from year to year, some years being much more phuitifiil 
than ill other^^. All the nests he found there wt*re of the egg- 
shaped type. Tlie eggsS are laid during June and possiblv duly 
and are like tliose of the last race. Thirty eggs averngt* 14*9x 
11*2 mm.: maxima 16*2 X 121 mm. ; minima 13*2 X 11*0 mm. and 
14*(» X 10 8 min. 

Habits. 4'he Siam (Tolden-headed Faiitail-Warbler is a bird of 
the grass-plains and grass-covered open places, sucli as rai*e-eourses 
etc. In its habits it does not otherwise differ from C. e. tf/fleri 
and like that bird is found in colonies. 

Gisticola juncidis. 

juncidin IlaBiicsque, Carratteri ale. miovi iren. e niuo i sj>., 
Animali della Sicilia, p. (>, sp. 10 (18]0). 

Type-locality ; Sicily. 

, Ki'f/ to Stthaperit^s, 

A. Smaller and paler . p. 422, 

B. liargerand darker . C./. omaho a, p. 424. 

(S25) Gisticola juncidis cursitans. 

The Streaked Faktaii.-Warhleii. 

Frinia enrsitans Frankl., V. Z. 8., 1881, p. 118 (Calcutta, Benares). 

Chiicola cursitans. Blauf. Sc Oates, i, |>. 374. 

Vernacular names. Nok-a chip-hanff-pen (Siam) ; Nat-pi-hsot 
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(Burmese). QhasTca-j^hutlci or Ghaslca-pitpHii (Him.); Klieryiisa 
(Him., Bhagulpore); .T?eniuma (Mongliye); Yedru-jitta 

Description. Head, back, scapulars, upper tail-coverts and lesser 
uing-coverts black, with broad riifous-t'ulvoiis edges, remaining 
wing-feathers dark browji with fulvous edges; rump plain rufous ; 
tail blackish brown, edged with rufous, tipped broadly with white 
and sub-tipped deep black, the lateral feathers with a broad 
rufous patch; ear-coverts pale brown ; lores and faint supercilium 
buffy-white ; whole lower plumage white suffused with buff, more 
rufous on the flanks. 

The head during Summer is often so abraded as to look almost 
wholly dark brown, whilst in Winter there are no rufous patches 
to the tail. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-yellow ; bill dark on culmen and 
tip, borny-flesby elsewhere, month black in the breeding-season, 
plumbeous-grey in AVinter; legs and feet yellowisb-fleshy. 

Measurements. VV'ing 40 to 53 mm.; tail in Summer 31 to 
35 mm., in Winter 30 to 39 mm.; tarsus 20 min.; culmen 10 mm. 

Young lik(* the adult but the uiiderparts very yellow 



Distribution. Practically the whole of India, Assam, Burma, 
Siam and Yunnan. 

NidiflCation. The Streaked Pnii(ail-A\ arbler breeds both in the 
plains and in the hills uj> to about feet or a little over. In 

the plains of India, Burma and Siam it breeds most often on tlie 
borders (d‘ rice-cultivation in grass growing on the dividing banks 
or in adjoining lields. In the bills it breeds in the great stretches 
of rolling grass-land which cover so large a portion of their 
surface. The nests vary a good deal ; most are little egg-shaped 
affairs with the entrance close to or actually «at tlie top; other 
nests are long deep purses, the upper entrance-end bi‘ing the 
narrower. Le.>s common than either of these are small cup-shaped 
nests with a canopy of living grass woven above them. The nests 
are almost invariably built in tufts of grass aud, often, the grass- 
lilades are incorporated, as they grow, into tlie nest itself together 
with other strips of grass. I n each type of nest cobwebs are largely 
used to strengthen the struct um and the lining is of soft vegetable- 
down or feathery grass-ends. Normally the eggs number three to 
live, exceptionally six or seven. In ground-colour 9 out of 10 eggs 
are pure white, in a few tinged with blue and, in fewer still, a 
dt‘finite pule blue, never so deep as in the eggs of the C. c.riiiV 
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group. The markings consist of specks and spots of reddish brown, 
generally most numerous at the larger end, where they may form 
a ring or cup. Siamese birds have eggs more boldly and richly 
nnirked tlrnu those of Indian birds. Four hundred eggs average 
15*0x mm.: maxima 16*8x10 0 mm. and l()’Gxl2*3 mm.; 
minima 13*8 x 11*2 ami 1IV9 x 10*2 nun. 

The prim-ipal breeding-months are after the UaitJS break in June 
until September, but in Assam, where tlm rains are more constant, 
they breed from April to July, though an odd nest or two may be 
found with eggs .any inontli of the year. 

Habits. A erv like those of 6\ e. tfffieri but the voire is cjiiite 
different, a sharp vibrant note, generally uttered as the bird rises 
into the air and a low sibilant call used when a pair or family of 
birds are separated. It does not breed in colonies but often many 
pairs may be found breeding close to one anotbtn*. It bas a liabit 
of soaring up into the air some twenty or tbirty feet in the 
breeding-season, uttering its sharp cry as it lea\es the shelter of 
the gniss. Its tlight is not as direct or strong as that of 

e, erifthroreplmla^ though otherwise \erv like it. 

Cisticola juncidis omalura. 

Tin: C’kyi^ox Sxreakkd F.v\TAiL-AVAinn-KK. 

Cisticola omn/itra Ulyth, J. A. S. Ik, xx, p. I7d {Is.*;!) ((Vvlnn). 

ATeroacular names. Fedru-Jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding race but rather larger 
and darker, the rump especially being a \ery dull rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in (\J. curgduns. 

Measurements. AVing49 to oft mm.; tail to tUi mm., Summer 
and Winter alike. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Hidiffcation. Siinilar to that of C. j. rni'sda Most birds 
appear to breed in July, August and September, though nests wit h 
eggs or yoin»g nmy be seen in almost any month of the year. A 
series of eggs taken by Messrs. E. AVaite and W. W. A. Phillips 
in Ceylon are similar to those of C. j, cursitans, but are 

jrerhaps more boldly inarketl than those laid in India. Fifty eggs 
average lo*2 x 11*8 mm.: maxima 16 8 X 11 ’9 ajid 16*2 x 12*6 mm.; 
minima 13*7 X 11 '4 and 14*2 x 11*0 inm. 

Habits lunch the same :i8 those of the preceding bird, 

(lenus PRANKLINIA. 

J'ranklinia Jerd., B. of I., ii, p. 18(i (18(1;]). 

Ty|»e, F. Inichanani (Blyth). 

The genus Franklinia contain.^ four species of l>irds found 
Avithin onr limits. They are divided from the genus Frhna by 
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tlieir tails which contain 12 feathers instead of 10 as in that 
genus. From Cisticola it is separable by its longer blunter bill. 

Like Uisiicohi it lias two moults in the year and the tail is 
longer in Winter than in Summer but, the sexes are always alike. 

The hill is slender and almost equal to two-thirds the length of 
the head; tliere are two strong rictal bristles, no supplementary 
hairs and the feathers of the forehead are close and smooth. The 
wing is rounded and very feeble, the first primary exceeds half the 
length of the second and the fifth is slightly the longest. The 
tarsus is long and fairly strong. 

Ketf to Sjfecies. 

A. For<.‘lu‘ad and crown of same colour. 
a. Fait' spots at tip of tail-feathers dull 
and shorter than wide. 

(t'. Crown and upper plumage .same 

CidvMJl* . 

h'. ('rown darker than back . 

h. Pale .Spots at tip of tail-feathers pure 

while aud longer than wide . 

H. h'orehead nitons, fore crown bliiish-a.shy . 


F. fjraciliSf p. 42o. 

F\ riifence ns, p. 

F. buchanani, p. 4’J9. 

F. ctnerrocapilhf, p. 428. 


( S‘27) Franklinia gracilis. 

FK A NKLIN’S WItKX-W A ItHl.ER. 

Vrintn f/ravilis Frank., 1\Z. S., )8dl, p. 119 (Vindhyani Hills). 
Fron/ihnuf t/rocilis. Jllanf. iS: Oates, i, ]>. d7i>. 

Vernacular names, Dao jntti, Dao tuha-pHti (Cachari). 
Description. Wliole upper plumage dull ashy-grey, tinged with 
brown on rump and tail ; wing-feathers edged with dull pale 



Pig. 68.—Bill of F. pracilis. 

rufous, tail-feathers tipped with white and sub-tipped with a 
dark hro«u patch, more conspicuous from below ; lower plumage 
white with a broad pectoral grey band; flanks, where concealed 
by the wings, grey ; under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown, hazel to blood-red ; 
edges of the eyelids orange; bill black, paler at the base, 
especially on the lower mandible; legs and feet light horny-brown 
to ornnge-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 40 to 50 mm.; tail 37 to 50 mm.; tarsus 
ubout 20 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Winter. AVhole upper surface rufous-brown, more rufous on 






426 


SYLVIIU.^*. 


rump and tail; a white line over the lores sometimes extending^ 
over the eye ; lower plumage dull fulvous-white, often greyish oi> 
breast and deeper fulvous on abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Edges of eyelids plumbeous; bill <lark 
horny-brown, tieshy at the mouth and base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Tail 40 to 55 mm. 

Young birds are like the adult iu Winter, but rather j)alor and 
have the umierparts yellowish wbitt*. 

Distribution. tN*yb«ij, all India, excluding ►Sind ainl tlesert 
Hajputana ; Assam, Burma to Tenasserim, Siam and Auuam. 

Nididcation. Frankliids Wren-Warbler breeds from the b»vel 
of the plains up to about 6, (K>0 feet but generally below 4,000 fe(*t. 
It mabes a nest very like that of the Connnon 'railnr-Hird but 
very rarely sews it into more than one leaf or j)laefs it liigl\<*r 
than two or three feet above the ground. As a rule, also, it can 
be distinguished by the coarstu* texturt‘ of the materials used in 
its construction. The eggs innnber three or lour and vary in the 
most extraordinary degree; tluw may !)e pure white, pint* bright 
blue or almost any sluule of pinky-white, pale grey-grt'Cii or 
ereeiiisb blue speckled all over, or blotche<l or spotted in a ring or 
cup at the larger end. The sjmts themselves are nearly always 
rather light reddisii brown, sometimes bright reddish, ronr 
hundred eggs average 14*7 x 11'l mm., but if mt*asiired soparately 
unspotted eggs average 15*4 xIT4 and the spotted ones 
144) X mm. 'The spotless t‘ggs are also much inoi'e glossy 
than the marketl ones. 'Fhe extremes of measurements are: 
maxima 16*6xll*o and 15*6x12*0 mm.: minima l3*8x!l*<) 
and 14*1 x 10 2 mm. 

Odd lu-sts may be found throughout tlie vear, hut the piineipal 
breeding-months iu the hills are .\prd to »lnn«‘and iu the Bhdfis 
•June to August after the break of the Itains. 

Habits. I’liis little Wren-Warbler may he setoi iu almost any 
kind of country other than deep or evergreen forest. It is found 
in gardens and compounds w here there areaniph^ hushes as cover ; 
in cultivated country, if well wooded; iu grass-lami or on the 
outskirts of forests and in thin hush-jungle. It is a very poor 
flier, proceeding by curiou.s little jerky lights, the tail Hickiiig over 
its head and looking as if it would upset it at any monumt. On 
its feet it is quite active both in bushes and in grass, bunting for 
insects either on these or actually on the ground and very seldom 
venturing into the higher growths. 

Franklinia rufescens. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Viuler surface pale rufescent-white .... K, r. rnfesceuSf p. 427. 

B. Under surface fulvous-rufous. F, i\ onsieni^ p. 427. 
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(S2s) Franklinia rufescens rufescens. 

13 KA V A N’s \V Jf ICN-W A it H L1':J{ . 

Prmia r/ifescrfin Hiyth, J. A. S. 13., x\i, p. 4»V) (J847 ) (Aimkaii). 

Frankhnin ri/ff^sccns, J31aijl‘. (hiles, i, p. .477 (pan.). 

Vernacular names. D<(olisht yajao (Carlinri). 

Description.—Summer. A line trom the nostrils over the eye 
\^ hire; lores brown; forehead, croAvn and iiaj)e ashy-brown; 
1 eiiKiindei* of upper plumage riitous-brow ii, brighter and more 
i iilous oil tail and wing leathers ; tail-featliers tipped with pale 
rufescent or vvliite and sub-lipped w ith a bhickisli ])atch ; low'er 
plumage white faintly washed with lulvous, more ])ronounced on 
the vent. Hanks and under tail-cov(‘rts. 

Colours of soft parts as in F. fjracUis^ hut the hill is paler. 

Measurements. A\ ing 42 to 4o mm. ; tail 2>4 to ds in tSiimnM r 
and in W intm* 42 to .12 mm.; tarsus ahout 20 mm.; culnu n 
uhout 1 1 mm. 

Winter, fhe forehead and crown are practically iinieolorous 
w ith till' l ack and the underparts are generally niort* MifTused with 
ruh'us. The riitou> tif the'upper plumage is also brighter in 
W inter than in Summer. 

Young birds are like the adults in Wdnlt r plumage with yellow 
iin(ler|)ai’ts. 

Distribution. South India, to the foot of the Himalayas ; Burma 
South to 'retiasserim, Yunnan (1), Siam and Annam. 

Nidification. 'fhis does not dilYer in any way from tl»al of 
Franklinia qractlis. and the eggs vary to the same extent in 
Coloration, thoiigli, as a whole, they art' rather more holdlv 
I'lotched. fhe few i*ggs j haM‘ seen measure about 17>*0x 
I I -t*) min. 

Habits. 4'h(‘ <aiin* as tliose of Franklinia ffractlls. 


Franklinia rufescens austeni. 

'I’lis Assam WiiEN-W.MiBi.Kii. 

Franklinia rnfrsccn.s assafnensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. (). C\, .xTn, 
]i. J3t> (1024) (I'hota Naga Hills). 

Franklinia rafisrcths'. Blaiif. A Oates, i, p. .‘377 {])iirl,). 

Vernacular names. Daotisha ijajaa (Cacharik 
Description, similar to F, r. mfescens but darker, especiallv 
below. 

Colours of soft parts. As in r. rufiscens'. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 47 mm.; tail 30 to 47 in Summer 
and 48 to f)7 in Winter; tarsus 20 mm.; culmen about 11 nun. 



428 


STLVIID-B, 


Distribution. Kumaon to Eastern Assjun, North and Soutli of 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidifiication. Jireeds both iu the lower Hills and in thost? up to 
6,000 feet, though it appears to be rare above 5,000 feet. Ihe 
nests and eggs are quite similar to those of F. (jrncilis but the 
latter are more boldly blotched and are decidedly larger, although 
there is no difference in the size of the two birds. Eggs with 
white ground are less common than those with blue. Two 
hundred eggs average 16-1 x 11*8: maxima 17 4 x 121 and 
16*6x12*3 mm.; minima 14*3x10*6 and 14-()Xl0*6 mm. The 
principal breeding-months are April, May and June, hut I liave 
taken eggs from ]\larch to September. 

Habits. This appears to be a purely hill-form found from 
1000 feet upwards and is never found in the Plains. In all its 
w'ays it is exactly Idee F. fj rad I is. 


Franklinia cinereocapilla. 

ITonnsox s Wkkn- Wabbleii. 

Prhtit dturcurafiUla llodgs., Moore, P. Z. S., ls.*>4, p. 77 ( Nepjil). 

FrankHuia ('htfnorap’tlla. Hlaiif. i, p. .*'.7'n. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and a narrow line over the tne rulous ; 
lores blackish ; crown, nape and sides of neck ashy-grey, faintly 
cross-barred with blackish ; upper plumage and exposed parts of 
wing bright dark rufous; tail rufous-brown, edged with rufoiiN, 
tipped paler and sub-tipped with a dark brown patch ; checks and 
whole lower plumage fulvous, darker on the vent, posterior Hanks 
and under tail-coverts. 

The only two Hummer birds in the British iMuscurn are rather 
pale, but otherwi.se show no difference in their plumage to ilie 
Winter speciincii.s. 

Colonrs of soft parts. None recorded. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 45 mm.; tail 53 to 67 mm. ; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; culmeii 10 to 11 mrn. Huiinncr sj)ecimens will 
probably ])i*ove to have shorter tails. 

Distribution. Nepal, Hikkim and the Bhutan JJiiars. 

Hidifleation. A nest .sent me as that of this bird resembled 
tliat of F. r. austeni^ and was built in a single leaf of a weed 
growing in secondary growth. It contained tw o eggs, plain blue, 
measuring I6 0x 11'6 and 16*1 x 11*7 mm. 

Habits. Very little known, but Mr. Stevens found it not 
uncommon in the Daijiling Terai. In epistoki he tells me that its 
habits are just the same as those of F, yracilin and F, rnfescfnft. 
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(831) Pranklinia buchanani. 

The IluFous-FjioNTED WuEK-W arbler. 

Vrium huchanani lilyth, J. A.S. xiii, p. 376 (1844) (Bengal). 
FnnihUnia huchanani. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. *‘>78. 

Vernacular names. Chiho (Sind). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and ex])osed parts of winge 
pale rut'escent grey-brown, the forehead and crown more rufous ; 
tail brown, faintly cross-barred darker, all but the central, or two 
central, pairs with broad wliite tips and blackish sub-tips grading 
into the brown of the bases, tlie outer j^airs also edged white;, 
lores and faint supercilium wliitisb ; ear-coverts and sides of the 
head pale grey; under plumage greyish white tinged with fulvous 
on the vent, posterior flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown to orange; upper mandible 
pale liorny-brown, lower mandible fleshy; legs and feet pale 
fleshy hrown. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 54 min.; tail 47 to 54 mm. in 
Summer, 58 to 60 in Winter ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Distribution. 8ind, liajputana, Southern Punjab, N.W. Pro¬ 
vinces, C'entral India and tlie CVntral Provinces, Western Bengal 
and Beliar as far east as Kanclii and Jlazaribagli. There are 
three specimens in tlie British Museum labelled Madras and 
derdou states tliat this bird is found throughout the Carnatic 
and 'rahle.-Iand of Southern India. Since his time, however, it 
has never again been found in these parts of India. 

Nidiiication. In Southern linjputana, the Deccan and Central 
liulia tliis Wivn-Warbler breeds in April, May and June, and 
often a second time later in the year. Over the rest of its habitat 
it breeds in the height of the rains in July, August and September. 
Th(* nest is globular or egg-shaped, more rarely a deep purse or 
cup-shaped ; it is made of grasst-s and fine roots and is lined with 
scraps of a salmon-coloured fungus either alone or mixed with 
grass. It is nearly always a very untidy', roughly made structure 
and is almost invariably placed in a thick, low, thorny bush, one 
to four feet from the ground. 'Fhe eggs number four or five and 
are a faint greenish or greyish white, finely speckled with 
dingy reddish blown. The markings are usually numerous e\ery- 
w here, somet iine.s more so at tlie larger end where they may form a 
ring or cap. One hundred eggs average 154) x 12 0 min.: maxima 
17-5x and 16 2 x 12*6 inm.; minima 14*2x11*0 and 15*1 x 
11 * 0 . 

Habits. The Jiufous-fronted AVren-AVarbler is essentially a 
bird cd* the drier regions; haunting bush and grass-clad plains 
and plateaus, thin deciduous forest and actual deserts so long as 
these afford a scanty cover of bushes or grass. They are said to 
be found in small flocks in Winter, probably family parties only. 
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tind to be energetic noisy little birds, the male constantly uttering 
its shrill chirrtfp. It has a pleasant little song during the 
breeding-season. 


Genus L4TICILLA. 

LaticUla Hlyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 696 (1846), 

Type, L. bnrnesl (Blyth). 

The genus LaticUki contains two Indian species characterized 
by their very long tails. They have a Spring moult, duri»ig which 
the tail and wing feathers are moulted and a sliorter tail is 
acquired. The plumage is strongly streaked. 

The bill is about half the length of the h<»ad ; there are three 
rictal bristles and, like all the other genera of Reed-Warblers, 
there ai'e no supplementary hairs and the frontal feathers are 
short and smooth. The wing is very short and rounded, the Hrst 
primary large and the next three graduated. The tail is v<'ry 
long, especially in Winter and is strongly graduated. 


Key to Species. 

A. Under tail-coverts dark ferruginous. L, hunicH, p. 460. 

B. Under tail-coverts greyish white like the 

abdomen . L. cinera.srros, p. 161. 


(832) Laticilla burnesi. 

'IitK Long-tailed Grass-Waublkr. 

IJnrycercoH bnrfiesi Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 674 (l-'^ll) (Upper 
Sind). 

Laticilla buraesi. Blanf. &. Oates, i, p. 380. 

Vernacular names. Jhdela (Sind). 

Description. Lores, a ring round tlie eye and fine supt»rcilimn 
pale grey; foreiiead, crown, nape and neck rufi^secnt-grey 



Fig. 69.—Head of L. hvrnrd, 

changing to rufous-brown on the back and scapulars, each feather 
with a broad black mesial streak; lower back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts grey-brown, the first with faint dark centres; tail 
rufescent olive-brown, faintly cross-rayed darker; the lateral 
feathers with pale rufescent tips; sides of the head and cheeks 
white, streaked with blackish ; wing-coverts olive grey^browii 
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■with darker centres; quills brown with pale edges ; lower 
plumage white, changing to fulvous on the abdomen and Hanks 
and the latter streaked with blackish ; under tail-coverts deep 
rutous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown or brown; bill pale 
horny, Heshy on the lower mandible ; legs and feet pale brown. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 57 mm.; tail 85 to 108 mm.; 
tnrsiis 20 to 21 mm. ; ciilmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Young. All pale grey-brown above with only faint central 

leaks ; below pale fulvous with no streaks on flanks ; under tail- 
coverts yiale rufous. 

Distribution. 8ind, Rajputana, Punjab, United Provinces and 
extreme Western Bengal, where it has been obtained in 
Mongliyr. 

Kidiflcation. The Long-tailed Grass-Warbler has been found 
breeding in Sind from March to September (/Joi^) and in Pebrnary, 
April and May ( Jif. Bril), Major J. Lindsey-Smith obtained 
nests near ^lultan in May and General R. ]\I. Betbain took eggs 
both at Fero/epore and Lahore in September. The nests are 
described ns substantial well-made cups of grass and tamarisk- 
twigs, lined with the same or with down and a feather or two, 
])hR*eil well inside thick tufts of grass a few inches from the ground, 
'fhe sites selected are in grass-land or in low scrub and gi-ass 
mixeil. Tlie full complement of eggs seems to be three or four, 
l)ut the birds desm-t on the slightest provocation and it is, therefore, 
dillicult. to olitaiii full clutches. The ground-colour is wliite or 
pale greenish w hite, and they are tliickly speckled and spotted 
witli (lark reddish brown, profuse everywhere but even more so 
at the larger end. In shape tfiey are blunt ovals and twenty 
eggs average 17 X 14-2 mm.: maxima 19'1 x 14*6 ; minima 16'2 
X 13-S and 17*1 X 13*3 mm. 

Habits. This Warbler is only fonud in the vicinity of tlie 
larger rivers and their tributaries running througli rather bare 
count ry, or even in deserts or sandy wastes with a little scrub and 
“ sarpat gra^s ” in patches !iere aiui there. Tt is a skulking little 
bird hnt (luring the breeding-season it has a joyous song much 
like tliat of a Hedge-8parrow' which gives away its hiding-places 
as well as tlie site of its nest. 

(833) Laticilla cinerascens. 

Day’s Loxc.-tailed Ghass-AVaublek. 

Bun/rrreus ciuerascenfi Wald., A. M. N. 11., (4) xiv, p. 156 (1S74) 
(l)lnibri). 

Latidfla ( inerascens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 381. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole u])per plumage ashy olive-grey, sti'eaked 
with dark brovvn ; visible portions of the wings the same but 
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uustreaked ; tail f^rev-brown, the centres darker; lores, a narrow 
ring round the eye, cheeks, chin and throat grey-white; remainder 
of lower plumage pale grey, darker on tlie flanks and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris sienna-brown; bill horny black, 
above dark, below bluish horny ; tarsus brownish liorny, plumbeous 
or slaty brown ” {Stet*ens), 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 52 mm.; tail (iniperf.) 68 to 
79 mm.; tarsus 21 mm. ; ciilmen 10 and 11 mm. 

Distribution. Assam. 

Nidification. Mr. II. Stevens took nests of this Warbler in 
the North Lakhimpur District of Assam. Deep cuj).s very well 
and strongly made of grass, lined with dowering ends of the same 
and placed low down in thick scrubby bushes growing in among 
the dense grass and ekra which covers the overtlow land on either 
side of the Subansiri liiver. The nests contained four and three 
eggs re8])eotively, very like those of the preceding Inrd, hut with 
a more decided green tinge. They average about IT'Ox 14*0 mm. 
and hardly vary at all ifi size. 

Habits. This bird is not shy but lives in such impenetrable 
grass and reed cover in swamps and on the sides of rivers that 
little is known about it. I found it in Gowhatty on the North 
side of the river, not uncotnmon in Tezpnr and Dhnbri and again 
in the Cachar and Sylhet Plains where tlie hill-streams debouched 
into the swamps. 


Genus GRAMINICOLA. 

Graminicola .Jerdoii, B. of I„ ii, p. 177 (1863). 

Type, G. htur/alensls Jerdon. 

The genus Graminicohi contains but one species winch ie 
found in suitable localities from the Nepal Tenii in India to 
Hainan. It has a partial moult in the Spring confined to the 
tail and, possibly, to the wing-quills. The tail is longer in Winter 
than in Summer. The upper plumage is streaked and the tail is 
long, very broad and greatly graduated. 

The bill of the genus is tolerably stout and is about half 
the length of tlie head ; there are four large rictal bristh's, but no 
supplementary hairs; the feathers of the foreliead are tirfu and 
close. The wing is similar in form to that of tlie genus LaticiVa. 

Graminicola bengalensis. 

Kfy to Snhgpevirs, 

A. Black streaks above very broad, making 

the upper parts appear blackish . G,h. betigalfusisy p. 433. 

B. Black streaks above very narrow, the 

rufous edges dominating the colour. 6'. b, ntriatay p. 434. 
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(834) Graminicola bengalensis bengalensis* 

The Large Grass-Warbler. 

Graniinicola hengalensu Jerd., B. of I., ii, p. 177 (1863) (Ganges) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 381. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, back to upper tail-coverts black edged 
with bright rufous, the margins narrowest on the head, but takiug 
up nearly the whole feather on the rump ; feathers of the sides of 
the neck and on the bind neck with narrow white edges ; tail 
black, edged with olive-rufous, each lateral pair of tail-feathers 
with increasingly broad white tips and all the feathers very faintly 
cross-rayed ; lores, slight supercilium and round the eye pale grey ; 
cheeks and ear-coverts dull rufous ; lower plumage fulvous-white ; 
more oehraceous-fulvous on sides of breast and flanks; under 
tail-coverts ochraceous with dark shaft-streaks. 



Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown ; bill horny-browm, 
paler at the base and fleshy on lower mandible ; legs and feet 
fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about lo5 to 175 mm.; wing 58 to 
03 inm.; tail 73 to DO mm.; tarsus 24 mm.; eulmen 13 to 15 mm. 
' Young birds are more rufous above, the black centres being 
narrower; below they are more ochraceous. 

Distribution, Nepal Terai, Bhutan Duars, Assam both North 
and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidiiication. Although 1 found this bird very common in 
Caclijir and Sylhet, I never obtained its nests myself. One of my 
collectors, however, finally succeeded and sent me nests and eggs 
with the parent-birds, said to have been shot off the nests. These 
latter were like very large, bulky nests of Reed-Warblers, made of 
grass, ekra bark and rushes and lined with finer grass; they were 
placed low down among ekra or elephant-grass in the endless 
swamps which run tlirough Cachar and Sylhet during the rainy 
season. The nests were taken in July and August. The eggs are 
pale cream or almost white speckled and spotted with light or dark 
reddish brown, generally fairly numerous over the whole egg, 
occasionally more so at the larger end wdiere they form a ring or 
cap. They measure about 17*2 x 14’3 mm. 

YOL. II. 2 F 
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Habits. Very common in many parts of Assam, where there 
are swamps completely covered wrth reed-beds, grass or ekra, 
during the rains. The birds I saw were all in these reed-beds, 
creeping in and out of the stones quietly hunting for insects and 
very silent. 3Iy collector, however, told me that in the rains 
when they bred they were very noisy, soaring into the air and 
singing a very harsh loud little song from the top of the reeds. 


(S35) Graminicola bengalensis striata. 

The Siam Large Grass-Warbler. 

Graminicola striata Styaii, Bull. B.0 C., i, p. b (ISOiq (Hainan). 

Vernacular names. Nol' hang-nah (Siam). 

Description. Differs from (?. Ik bengahnsis in having the black 
streaks above much less wide, so that the general impression given 
is of a much more rufous bird. Tlie white markings on the hind 
neck are less conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding race. 

Measurements. Wing 59 to b4 mm.; tail 71 to 80 mm.; tarsus 
24 min.; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Hainan, Siam, Tenasserim. It will certainly be 
also found in some of the intervening countries in suitable 
localities. 

Nidiffcation. Mr. E. G. Herbert found this Grass-Warbler 
breeding in some numbers round about 8amkok in Siam, and my 
collector, Partridge, also found it in Eastern Tenasserim. The nest 
is a very deep cup, possibly more or less domed, built of coarse 
grasses and lined with finer. It is placed either in clumps of 
grass or in low bushes. The full clutch of eggs appears to be 
three or four. The ground-colour varies from pure white 
(unusual) to pale cream and the markings consist of fine specks, 
sometimes small blotches, of light reddish brown or of purplish 
brown, scattered freely over the whole surface but generally 
denser at the larger end, where they form indefinite rings or caps. 
Thirteen eggs average 19 0x 15*0 mm.: maxima 20*8 X 15*3 and 
20*3x16*0 mm.; minima 18*0x14*8 and 18*3 x 14*1 mm. 

They breed from late June to early August. 

Habits. These do not appear to differ from those of the last 
bird. 


Genus MEGALURUS. 

Megalurus Horsf., Trans. Linn. 8oc., xiii, p. 169 (1820). 

Type, M, palustris (Horsf.). 

The genus Megalurna contains a small group of birds which are 
found from India to the Australian Continent. This group has 
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no Spring moult and the young, like those of many otlier Warblers, 
are very richly coloured. 

In Mefjalurus the sexes are alike; the hill is strong; the wing 
less rounded than in most sedentary Warblers, the third primary 
reaching nearly to the end of the wing and the first of large size. 
The tail is much longer than the wing and greatly graduated. 
The rictal bristles are strong, there are no supplementary hairs 
and the feathers of the forehead are very short and close. The 
formation of the foot, to which attention has been drawn by Hume, 
is very curious ; it is deeply cleft between the middle and inner 
toe, the latter being partially reversible. This peculiarity gives 
the bird exceptional powers of grasping and explains the rapidity 
and ease with which it climbs about in reeds and grass. 

(83G) Megalurus palustris. 

'fin' Striated Marsh-W\iirekr. 

Megalurus paltisfris llorsf., Trans. lAnn. Soc., xiii, p. 159 (1820) 
(Java) ; Hlaiif. Oates, i, p. 383. 

Vernacular names. (Hind.); Nal-claypec (Assam). 

Description. Whole upper ])lnmage bright fulvous, the head 
more rufous, streaked with black, narrowly on the head, neck, 



71.—Head of .V. pfdu$fri.<. 

lower back and rump, broadly and very boldly on the upper back, 
scapulars, wing-coverts and inner secondaries ; tail fulvous-olive 
with dark centres and very faintly cross-rayed ; primaries brown 
■edged with fulvous ; lores and a superciliuiu white ; remainder of 
lower plumage pale earthy-brown, albescent on the centre of the 
breast and abdomen, darker on the flanks; a few blackish streaks 
at the base of the fore-neck, sometimes extending on to the breast 
and flanks ; under tail-coverts fulvous-brown, streaked with dark 
brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-tan to pale brown ; bill above 
dark horny-brown, below fleshy or yellowish-horny; legs pale 
yellowish or })inkish llesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 100 
to 137 mm. 6 , 82 to 86 mm. 9; tail 115 to 134 mm. 6 , 84 to 
102 mm. $ ; tarsus 39 mm. o ; 35 mm. $ ; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 
(S , 17 mni. $ . 

Toung are more rufous above and are strongly suffused with 
yellow below. 
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Distribution. From Hoshangabad on the West, through 
Central India to Orissa and Bengal, rare in South-West Behar;, 
common in Assam ; the greater part of Burma in suitable places 
from the Chin and Kachin Hills to Tenasserim in the South,. 
Siam, Shan States, Yunnan, Annam and Java. 

Nidificatiou. In Assam and JVctrthern Burma the Striated 
Marsh-Warbler breeds from the end of April tliroughout May, 
but in Siam Mr. E. G. Herbert found them breeding princi])ally 
in June and July. They make a large globular nest of grass,, 
sometimes witli a few bamboo-leaves added, very roughly and 
loosely put together and placed in any tangle of weeds, grass, or 
bushes overgrown with grass and weeds. In Lakhim])ur, in 
Assam, a favourite site was a pineapple-plant overgrown witl» 
weeds and grass. The eggs number three or four, sometimes five 
in Siam ; in ground-colour they are white or very pale creamy or 
greyish, rather densely spotted and speckled all over with dark 
brown and with secondary marks of lavender giving a grey tinge 
to the eggs. Fifty eggs average 22*8 x 16*8 mm.: maxima 25*3 X 
18*0 mm ; minima 20*0 X 15*4 and 21*0 x 16 3 mm. 

Habits. The Striated Marsh-Warbler is found in open grass¬ 
lands or in tlie vicinity of villages and habitations in cultivated 
and seini-cultivated lands. In Assam it is a bold bird, (piite 
unheeding of all passers by but in Siam it is said to be very shv.. 
It has a loud shrill song during the breeding-st^ason which it 
utters in the air, constantly soaring up for some twenty to forty 
feet and then gliding down again to some bush or other perch 
near where the ben is sitting. Forrest obtained it at .">,400 feet 
in Yunnan and ilarington, Hopwood and others found it breeding 
at nearly this elevation in N. Burma. 


Genus SCHCENICOLA. 

Schctnicola Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xiii, p. 374 (1^41). 

Type, S. iilatyiira (Jerdon). 

The genus Schoenicola diflers from Merjalunis in having two 
complete moults in the year. The bill is rather short, being about 
half as long as the bead ; there are two strong rictal bristles, no 
supplementary hairs and the feathers of the forehead are sljort 
and close. The wing is rather long, the third primary longest and 
the first and second large and graduated; tlie tail is long, broad 
and well graduated and the feet are powerful. 

With the material at present available, it is impossible to say 
whether Oates is correct in assigning the very great differences 
in the plumage of tliese birds to seasonal changes. There are 10 
specimens in the British Museum collection from Travaricoro and 
Ceylon and 7 from Belgaum : the former, collected April ta 
June, are all rich brown above, rich ochraceous below; the latter, 
collected in August-September, are all fulvous-brown above and 
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pale ochraceoiis-white below. Agaiti, the former wing-measure- 
ments vary between 63 and 67 inm., the latter between 66 and 
71 mm. Jt may be unsafe to separate them until material for 
both the breeding and non-breeding season is available from one 
place but it looks as if there would prove to be two well-defined 
races. 


(b37) SchcBnicola platyura* 

Tim Bkoad-tailki) Grass-Waubleh. 

Timalia j)httnura .lord., Miidr. Jour. L. S., xiii, p. 170 (1844) 
(Xilghiris). 

Schwnicola platyuva. Itlanf. & Oates, i, p. 384. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—-Humage April to June. Lores and small indis¬ 
tinct superciliiim pale grey ; tlie whole upper plumage ricli brown 
tinged with rufous, rather brighter on the wings ; back, rump and 
tail faintly cross-rayed and the tail a darker brown, pale-tipj)ed; 
chin, throat and centre of breast and abdomen white ; remainder 
•of lower plumage, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides ©f neck rich 
ochraceous, this colour often meeting across the throat. 



Tig. 72. Hoad S. plattpira. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown; bill black above, pale 
liorny-blue below ; legs and feet brow n in front, pale fiesliy 
behind and on soles. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to ISO inm.; wing 63 
to 67 nun.; lad 50 to 66 mm. (Travaiicore and Ceylon); wing 
66 to 71 mm. ; tail 60 to 70 mm. (Belgaum); tarsus about 21 min.; 
culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Birds obtained in Belgaum in Augiist-September are much 
paler throughout; the upper parts are fulvous-brow n and the 
lower parts are pale ochiaceous-white. Judging from the birds 
-ill the British Museum series, there is no seasonal differeuce in 
the length of the tail. 

Distribution. Nilgiris, Balni Hills to South Travaucore and 
North to the Bombay Presidency to Belgaum and Kanara. 

Nidification. Col. A. E. Butler in 1880 found the bird breeding 
during Sejitember in Belgaum, and in 1900 Mr. T. R. Bell again 
obtained nests and eggs in the same district during the same 
month. The nests are balls of coarse grass-blades mixed with a 
few finer stems and strips but without any real lining. They are 
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generally placed in patclies of thick high grass near rice-fields, 
and are well hidden in thick tussocks some one to two feet from 
the ground. The eggs, four or five in number, are short broad- 
ovals, piuky-white in ground-colour and speckled and blotched 
with pinkish red and with secondary spots of lavender. These 
are scattered everywhere but are more numerous at the larger 
end. Ten eggs average 19*4xl4%S rum. and vary between 
19*0 X 14*1 and 1?0*0 x 15*3 mm. 

Habits. Very similar to those of Mfffalvrus and Chwtonns^. 
singing in the same manner as it soars into the air. It is, how¬ 
ever, a greater skulker, much more shy than Meijahrrus and 
often frequents very heavy jungle. It is said sometimes to sing 
when perched on a bush or inoimd, a thing 1 have never seen 
J/. pahistris do. 


Genus CHiETORNIS. 

Chttiornis Gray. Gen. liirds, i, p. U‘»7, pi. xlviii, tig. 9 (1S4S). 

Type, (J. stnata (Jerdon). 

The genus CJuHornis is characterized hv having iinfeathered 
lores with five exceptionally strong rictal bristles arranged in a 
vertical row in front of the eye. The sexes are alike and there 
appears to be no Spring moult, though abrasion alters the colour 
of the feathers very greatly. The young are more richly coloured 
than the adults. 

There are no supplementary hairs in front of the five rictal 
bri.stles and the feathers of the forehead are short and smooth. 


(.838) Chaetornis locustelloides. 

The Bristled Gu.vss- \V.\ uuj^ek. 

Dasyornifi locustelloides Blytli, J. A. S. H., \i, p. 092 (184l^) (Tarid- 
pore). 

Chcetornis locustellfjides. IfUinf. vS: OaUs, i, p. r>s.s. 

Vernacular names. (Jrenta-pittn (Tel,). 

Description. Lores and narrow supercilium fulvoiis-wijite; 
whole upper plumage and wings fiilvous-hrou n broadly streaked 
with black; tail grey-brown barred with black, the bars coalescing 
in the centre and stopping short of the edge ; tips fulvous-white 
with a broad subterminal black patch ; lower plumage pale 
ochraceous, albescent on the chin, throat and centre of the 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown; bill, black in 
the breeding-season, horny-brown at other times with a fleshy 
base ; legs fleshy-brown to liglit brown. 

Measoremonts. Total lengtli about 220 ram,; wing 80 to 
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92 ram.; tail 75 to 95 rain.; tarsus about 28 min.; culmen about 
12 mm. 

In Summer the pluinap;e becomes very abraded and dull, the 
lower plumage becoming almost entirely white. 

Distribution. Nellore, Mysore, Deccan, Itajputana, Central 
Provinces, Punjab, United Provinces, Bengal, ^har and Assam. 
Jerdon records it from the Tsilgiris and there is a specimen in the 
British Museum marked Darjeeling. It does not occur in the 
Khasia Hills except at the foot of the Hills in the Plains, 
certainly never occurred as high upas Darjeeling and probably not 
in the Nilgiris. General Betham found it common in Guzerat. 
Ticehiirst also thought he saw it near Karachi. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in some numbers in the great 
stretches of grass-land in Behar, Bastern Bengal and Assam 
(luring July, August and September; General Betham found it 
breeding at Baroda in August, and ]\Ir. A. J. Currie near Lahore 
in August and September. It makes a fragile domed nest of 



Fig. 73.—Head of C. hiCKstclloidcu. 

grass which it places on tlie ground among the roots of long grass, 
very well concealed. The eggs number three to live and are white 
speckled with primar}' markings of purplish red and seaindary 
ones of neutral tint. The texture is glossy and the shape broad- 
ovals. They measure from 19*0 x 14*6 mm, to 22 0 x 15*9 mm. 

Habits. Very like those of Mecfalums. They frequent great 
stretches of grass-land, especially such as have a good deal of water 
lying about. During the breeding-seuvson the male is very con¬ 
spicuous Hying up into the air, singing loudly all tlie time and 
then floating round where its mate is sitting in the grass. It 
feeds both among tlie shrubs, grass, lower growths and on the 
ground itself, and is very active on its feet wlierever found. 


(leiius PHRAQMATICOLA. 

Phratfinaticolu Jerdon, Madr. Journ. Lit. Sci., xiii, p. 129 (1845) 
(ex lUyth MS ). 

Type, aixlon (Pall.). 

BlythVs name Arundinax for this genus was probably published 
some months later than Phragmaticola, and the latter must there¬ 
fore be Uwsed. This genus differs from all those of the Sylviicla* 
already dealt with iu having the feathers of the forehead rough 
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and disintegrated. In general appearance it is very much like the 
birds of the genus Acrocephaliis but in addition to the difference 
in the forehead the first primary also differs in being very large. 

This Warbler has two moults every year but undergoes no 
seasonal change of plumage. 

The sexes are alike. The bill is short and rather wide with 
three strong rictal bristles placed diagonally ; in front of these are 
some supplementary hairs and the feathers of the forehead are 
soft and disintegrated with lengthened shafts. The wing is 
pointed, the third primary sub-longest and the first very jarge. 
The tail-feathers are narrow and much graduated. 


(830) Phragmaticola aedon. 

Tue Thick-billed Warbler. 

Muscicapa aedon Pall., Reise Prov. Russ. Reichs, iii. p. t>95 (1770) 
(l)auria). 

Arundmax aedon, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 300. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Summer. Lores dull white ; feathers round the 
eye fulvous; whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, the con¬ 
cealed parts of the wing-feathers brown ; the up])er tail-coverts 



Fig. 74.—Head of P. aedou. 

are paler and more pure fulvous ; lower plumage white or very 
pale fulvous, the breast generally suffused with buff and the flanks 
buff extending on to the sides of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts, 
azillaries and under wing-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; “ upper mandible dark horn- 
colour, lower one flesh-colour, the tips of both and the gape 
tinged with orange; mouth bright salmon-colour” (Oates); legs 
and feet plumbeous or dark horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm. ; wing, cf 
73 to 83 mrn. (86 mm., Jlartert\ 9 72 to 80 mm.; tail 78 to 87 
mm.; tarsus 27 mm.; culmen 15 to 10 mm. 

Toung are more richly coloured above and below, with a faintly 
rufescent tinge on the former and a decided brown tinge on the 
latter. 

Distribution. Breeding in South Siberia from Tomsk to 
Manchuria and North China. Wintering in Eastern Bengal, 
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Nepal Terai, Bhutan Duars, Assam, Burma and Siam. It has 
also been recorded from tlie Carnatic and Bangalore. 

Nidification. This Warbler is said to make a deep cup-shaped 
nest of dry grass, lined with finer grass or horse-bair, which it 
builds on a Willow or Birch bush one to five feet from the ground. 
The eggs number three to five and are very unusual. In colour 
they are a pale rosy-purple or violet, marked with very line hair¬ 
lines of black or (leep purple. They measure about 23'0xl6’5 
inm. {Dresser). 

Habits. Ill its breeding-hauuts it is said to be a shy retiring 
bird, haunting humid and marshy places, covered with reeds, 
bushes or low trees. It has a fine song and a loud call-note, which 
Dresser syllabifies as tschok^ tschok. In Burma and Assam, where 
it is cjuite common in winter, it is uot nearly so shy, though, as it 
quietly clambers about in reeds, grass or low scrub, it does not 
attract much attention. It wanders freely into gardens and 
cultivated country as long as there is sulHcieut cover. 

Genus HIPPOLAIS. 

Jlippu/ais llrelnii, Isis, 1825>, p. 128^5. 

Type, Jf. Icternia lirehm. 

This genus contains five species found within our limits, all of 
which are very like one another superficially, so that it is not easy 
to check the records which have been made from time to time 
unless tlie skins are available for comparison. 

llippolais has two moults in tlie year without any change in 
coloration. The sexes are alike and the young more yellow' than 
the adults, tliougli tlie difference is not so striking as it often is 
in this family. Tlie species are all migratory, though in some a 
certain number of individuals are resident, breeding and also 
staying throughout the winter in the same quarters. 

IJippolais resembles Sijlvia closely, difteriiig priucipally in having 
a longer bill. 

In Jiijqjolais the bill from the tip to the gape is longer than the 
middle toe and claw ; tliere are three weak rictal bristles and the 
8Up])leiuentary hairs in front of them are obsolete and only visible 
with a lens; tlie first primary, though not minute, is small and 
the third primary reaches to the tip of the wing ; the tail is only 
slightly rounded. 


AVy to Sj_)ecies, 

A. Wing always under 70 mm. 

a. Oulmen from front of feathers always over 

12 mm. li. palluht. p. 443. 

b. Culmen from front always imder 12 mm. 
a'. fJpper plnniage fulvous-brown. 

a", iijecond primary longer than seventh,, H, rama, p. 442. 
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b'\ Second primary shorter than seventh . 

ft'.Upper plumage sandy-brown . 

B Wing always over 70 inin. 


//. »cita, p. 444. 

IL oftsoietOf p. 444. 
JI. lamfuida, p. 44^. 


(840) Hippolais rama, 

Sykes’s Tkek-Warblek. 

Sijlvia rama Svkes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 89 (Deccan, India). 

Jl^polais rama. Blaiif. Oates, i, p. 391. 

Vernacular names. KoJdalgu (Turki). 

Description. Whole upper plumage pale fulvous-brown, darker 
as the pale edges to the feathers become abrailed ; outermost tail- 
feathers edged paler; a line above the lores to the eye pale bulT ; 
lores dusky; cheeks and ear-coverts pale butf; lower plumage 
very pale sandy-buff, the flanks darker and the centre of the 
abdomen almost white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris liazel or hazel-brown ; bill boniy- 
brown above, pale fleshy-horny below; legs and feet yellowish 
grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 132 to 137 mm.; wing .">9 
to 04 mm.: tail 47 to o2 mm.; tarsus about 29 to 21 mm.; culmeu 
10 to 11 inni. 

Young are rather darker and richer brown above, brighter buiT 
or yellowish buff below. 

Distribution. Breeding in Stnith Mongolia, Turkttstan, Afgliau- 
istan, Baluchistan, Persia to Trauscaspia. lh)ig also found it 
breeding in the Eastern Narra, Sind; General Belham in Quetta 
and, on one occasion only, in Ferozepore; Major Lindsay Smith 
also obtained it.s nest in Multan. In Winter it is found tlirough- 
out India as far 3outli as the Palni Hills and as far East as 
Western Bengal. 

Nidiffcation. JSykes’s Tree-Warbler breeds in Sind in late April 
and early Alay in the Tauiarisk-jiuigle.s North of Hyderabad and 
Sukkur; in Quetta it breeds during May and June, and in Persia 
during April, May, June and July, generally liaving two broods. 
Except in Sind they nearly ahwiys select a rose-bush in which 
to build their nests, often breeding in colonies, almost every 
rose-bush within a very small area having at least one nest in it. 
The nests are deep cups composed of gra.^s, roots and flbre\ often 
mixed with pieces of string, cotton, etc. The lining is of woo), 
vegetable-down, hair, fur or feathers, or two or more of these mixeti 
together. They are all well hidden and are generally placed 
low dow ri between two feet and four feet from the ground, though 
Mr. T. K. Bell found it placed as high as .seven feet u[) in 
Tamarisk-trees. The eggs iiumber from three to flve and are 
quite different from those of the otlier species of the genus. The 
ground varies from pure white to pale buff, cream or greenish 
white, whilst the most common form of markings consists of tiny 
twisted lines and streaks of reddish brown or black, often most 
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numerous aud running into one another in a ring at the larger 
end and sparse everywhere else. These eggs are just like tiny 
Buntings’ eggs. Other eggs have few' or no lines and merely 
scanty specks and spots of black. Both forms have secondary 
markings of lavender or neutral tint. Two hnndred eggs average 
15*8 X 12-3 mrii.: niaxiirm 18*0 x 13*2 and lo*6 x 13*3 mm.; minima 
14*4 X 12-1 and 15 0 X 12*0 inra. 

Habits. iSykes’s Warbler appears to be a resident in many places, 
but in Persia it is a Summer v isitor, immense numbers appearing 
in that season wlien every rose-bush iii every garden holds its 
pair. In India it is resident iii a few arid places in Northern 
India, but its numbers are enormously increased even there by 
Winter migrants, whilst over the rest of India it is a Winter 
visitor only. In (Quetta, as probably in Sind, many birds come 
to breed whicli migrate iartlier South in Winter. According to 
General Pet ham it is a lively cheerful little bird, everlastingly 
on tlu‘ move. ere<‘ping in and out of the dense tangles of briars, 
flitting here and t here after passing insects, constantly uttering its 
little song and, though keeping mucli out of sight, quite tolerant 
of close observation and showing little signs of fear of man. 

(8di) Hippolais pallida elseica. 

The OLiVACEors TuEE-AVAitiiLEa. 

*Salicari(i vlmca I.iiuleriuayer, l>is, 1843, p. 342 (Greece).. 

11 ypo lain pal lid K. Hiaiif. wv: Oates, i, p. 392. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole ^isihle upptu* plumage grey-brown ; con¬ 
cealed j)arls of closed wing and tail dark brown, the latter edged 
paler; a line above tlie lores and roiiiui the eye while or pale 
fulvous ; lores mottled white or dusky ; whole lower plumage dull 
fulvous-w bite. 

J'his form dilYer.s from typical JL ]>. imll'nla in being more grey, 
less brow n abo\e. The latter appears to be restricted to Egypt 
and adjoining countries, not including Palestine. 

Colours of soft parts as in 11. ra,na. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing G4 to 
09 mm.*; tail 50 to 5> mm.; tarsus about 20 to 22 mm.; culmeu 
12*5 to 14*5 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in South-East Europe, Cyprus, all 
Eastern Asia (? Arabia) to Turkcvstan, Persia, Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan. Tlie occurrence of this bird in India has hitherto 
rested w holly upon Dresser’s statement that he had seen a specimen 
collected in 8ind. In a letter to me he said that he was quite 
certain of his identification but 1 never heard from whom he 
received it. Meinertzhagen also records this as a breeding-species 
near Quetta and there are tw'o specimens from that place in his 
collection. 
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Nidification. This little Warbler breeds in immense numbers 
both in Palestine and in Persia as well as in intermediate countries, 
making a neat little cup of grasses and other fibrous material, lined 
with finer grasses and placed in a bush or small tree between one 
foot and seven feet from the ground. The eggs, three or four in 
number, are pale pink or lilac-grey, sparsely sj>eckled or spotted 
with blackish and with an occasional line of the same. One 
hundred eggs average 16*0 x 13*0 mm.: maxima 19*0x12*6 and 
18*8 X 14*2 mm.; minima 15*4 X 13*0 and 15*1) x 12*0 mm. They 
breed from early April to late June. 

Habits. A"erv similar to those of //. rama, 

(842) Hippolais scita. 

.The Booted Tiiee-Wahbler. 

*S^!ria scifa Kversni., Add. Pall. Zoogr. Ilosso-Asint., iii, p. 12 
(1842) (L'ral Mts.). 

Hipjjofais calujatu, IManf. & Oates, i, ]). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to flippolais mtna, but smaller and with a 
different wing-fornuila, the second [)rimary being always shorter 
than the 7th, or even the 8th, whereas in IL rama it is always 
longer than the 7th. 

Colours of soft parts as in 7/. rama. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 61 imn.; tail 45 to 50 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.: cnlmen about 1) to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Kussia to the Kirghis Steppes 
and West Siberia to the Altai, Turkestan and Transcaspia. Ex¬ 
tending in Winter to India and Ceylon, there being three specimens 
of this species in the Ceylon Museum killed in Ceylon. 

Kidiiication. The Booted Tree-Warbler breeds in May and 
June, making a neat little cup-shaped nest of grass, weed-stems, 
roots, etc., lined witli grass and, generally alst), with hair, wool, 
feathers or some similar soft material. It is placed either low 
dow n in a bush or on the ground itself in rank herbage. The eggs 
number four to .six and are like those of 7/. paVida but almost 
always a ranch deeper tint of rose-liinc, salmon or pink. Sixty 
eggs (45, Jotirdain) average 15*8x12*5 mm.: maxima 17*2 X 
13*0 and 15*0 x 13*6 mm.; minima 14*0 X 11*3 mm. 

Habits. Tho.se of the genus. A shy skulking little bird haunt¬ 
ing bushes, reeds ami cover in the vicinity of water. 

(843) Hippolais obsoleta. 

The Desekt Tube-AVahulku. 

tSalicaria ohxoleUi Severtz., Turk. Jevotn,, p. (1873) (Mojjcow). 
llypolau ohmleta. Blanf. A Oates, i, p. 393. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Whole upper plumage pale saudy-brown; concealed 
parts ol wings and tail pale brown; a well-detined white super- 
cilium from the nostrils to behind the eye white ; lores dusky 
sandy; ear-coverts very pule sandy-brown; below almost white 
washed with ])ale sandy-grey, chiefly on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. The same as in the Booted Tree-Warbler. 

Measurements. AV^ing (33 mm.; tail 4(3*5 mm.; tarsus 30 mm.; 
culmen 10*5 mm. 

Distribution. Tao, Turkestan and an alleged specimen from 
Sind identified by Seebohm. 

Neither Hartert nor Tieehurst admit this species, but there is 
no doubt that there are specimens in the ih-itish Museum 
collection, too pale, too sandy a grey to be rama in any stage ot 
plumage. These might be aberrant specimeus but this seems to 
be unlikely and 1 retain the species until we kuo\v more about it. 

Nidification and Habits. Unknown. 


(844) Hippolais languida. 

UrruER’s AVarbleii. 

Currucit lani/t(i(ia Ileinp. Sc Ehr., Symb. Pliys., Aves, cc. (1833 )< 
(Syria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rather greyish brown : wing-quills 
and tail dark brown, edged paler; the outer web and tip of the 
outermost tail-feathers all pule ; lures dusky ; a line above the lores 
to back of (iye vvliitisli ; whole lower surface white, tinged wit!^ 
buff on the breast and abdomen and rather more strongly so on 
the flanks, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts, iris dark brown ; legs and feet dark 
brown. 

Measurements. AVing 73 to 79 mm.; tail 58 to 05 mm.; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 14 to 10*5 min. 

Distribution. From Syria and Palestine to Persia, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan and Turkestan. In AVinter to Egypt and Abyssinia, 
and thrice to India, one specimen having been obtained in Quetta 
and sent to me for idi^ntitication in 1908. Meinertzhagen (Bombay 
Nat Jlist. 8oc. Journal, xxiii, p. 362) records it as a breeding- 
species near (iuetta and has two specimens in his collection. 

Nidification. Similar to that of other species of Hippohiis^ but 
the nest is placed in bushes and low trees in gardens, wooded 
ravines, or in bushes in semi-desert or open bush-clad plains. The 
eggs are like those of if. pallida but larger and generally a much 
brighter, clearer pale rose-pink. Twenty-eight eggs (17, British 
Museum) average 18*9 x 13*6 mm.: maxima 19*9xl4'6 mm. ; 
minima 17-6 xl31 mm. 
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The birds breed during May and June up to some 5,500 feet 
elevation. 

Habits. Those of the genus, though tliey are not so fond of 
frequenting water us some of the species are but, like rama^ are 
often found in plains and semi-desert as long as there are 
vsutticient bushes. Dresser calls the note “a sharj) cry like tscliiclc 
tsclikk,'^ and it is said to have a sweet liltle song like that of 
//. ehvica. 


Genus SYLVIA. 

Syliin Scop., Ann. i. Hist. Nat. p. 154 (1760). 

Type, N'. clnerea ( = co))tmiinis) (Becht.). 

The genus Si/Irla contains six Indian species, three of which are 
only subspecies of European forms. Stflvia differs from JUppolais 
in having a smaller hill and somewhat brigliter colours, whilst in 
some species the two sexes differ in colour. 

Sylvia has two moults in the year, uuaccompauied hy any 
change in the coloration of the plumage. All the s[)ecies found 
in India are to some extent migratory. 

In Sylvia the bill from the gape to the tip is shorter than the 
middle toe aud claw; the three rictal bristles are weak and the 
supplementary bristles obsolete; the feathers of the forehead are 
decomposed and rough; the first primary is small and the second 
about equal to the sixth; the tarsus is short and stout and the tail 
is slightly graduated. 


Key to Specu^\ 


A. First primary very small, not reaching to tips 

of primary-coverts . *S'. commwnSy p. 446. 

B. First primaiy not so small, extending beyond 

tips of primary-coverts. 

a. Crown of head black or dark browm. N. hortensk^ p. 447. 

b. Crown of head fawn-colour . S. nnmi^ p. 449. 

c. Crown of head grey. 

o'. Upper plumage greyish brown, darker on 

crow n . S. althcea^ p. 450. 

b\ Upper plumage earthy-brown; more grey 

on the crown . S, currtica^ p. 451. 

c\ Upper pinmage sandy-brown; more bluish 

grey on the forehead . S, mmula, p. 451. 


Sylvia communis. 

Syhta communU Lath., Gen. Syn. Suppl., i, p. 287 (1787), 
Type-locality: England. 
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(845) Sylvia communis icterops. 

The Indian Whitethiioat. 

St/Ivia irterops Menetr., Cat. mis. Caucas., i, p, /U (Tabyscli). 

ISph'ia cbicrea, 13lnnf. Sl Oates, i, )). 895. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, Whole upper plumage rather grey russet-brown, 
wing-feathers edged witli pale rufous-fulvous; a ring round the 
eye white; tail dark brown, edged paler and the outermost pair 
almost all white, more or less faintly mottled with brown; lores 
and ear-coverts like the back ; under surface white suffused with 
vinous-huff on breast and flanks ; under tail-coverts very pale fawn. 

In iSuimner birds are more grey and less russet than in Winter. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellowish-born v or dusky 
horny-brown above, paler and fleshy below ; legs and feet yellowish 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 72 to 78 mm.; tail 52 to G2 mm.; tarsus 
28 to 29 mm.; culmen lO to 11 mm. 

The Indian Whitethroat is much less russet-brown than is 
S, c, communis with less rufous on the wings. 

Distribution. Caucasus to Persia, Transcaspia, Turkestan, West 
{Siberia to the Altai Mts. and Yenesei, in Winter to South Arabia 
and India. In the latter country it wanders as far South as ]\[t. 
Aboo and Deesa and as far East as Cawnpore. Ticeliurst writes 
of it as a common migrant through Sind in September and October. 

Nidification. The nest is like that of the Common AVhitethroat, 
;i flimsy untidy little cup made of grass-stems, roots, weed-stems, 
and a few scraps of dead leaves, lined with the finest grass-stems, 
It is placed in low bushes or hedges in gardens or in tangles of 
roses Jind weeds. The eggs seem to be always four in number and 
cannot be separated from those of the typical form. The ground¬ 
colour of the few I have seen is white to olive-grey, and they are 
stippled and spotted all over with darker grey-brown, in some 
cases with larger blotches. The markings often form a ring at 
the larger end. Thirty-nine eggs average 18*5 x 14-5 mm.: 
maxima 20*0 X 14T and 18’6 x 15*3 min.; minima 17*2 X 14*3 and 
18*6x13*8 mm. 

Habits. Apparently very much the same as those of the European 
race, haunting gardens, brushw’ood, etc., ami singing from the tops 
of bushes. 


Sylvia hortensis. 

Motncilla hortensis Gmel., Svst. Nat, i,p. 955 (1788). 
Type-locality : Prance. 
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(846) Sylvia hortensis crassirostris. 

The Eastern Ouphban Warbler. 

^Syh'ia crassirostris Cretz., Atlas reis. Kiipp.,p. 41) (Nubia). 

St/lna itrdoni. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 895. 

Vernacular names. Fedda nulla kampa-Jitta (Tel.). 

•Description. Upper parts of bead, ear-eoverts and nape black; 
back, scapulars, rump and upper tail-coverts slaty-grey tinged witlj 
brown; tail black, the outermost featber.s largely white with brown 
bases, the next pair broadly and the third pair narrowly tipped 
white; wings dark brown edged with brownish grey, and the 
innermost secondaries wholly this colour; cheeks and lower 
plumap white, tinged uith pale buff on the abdomen and vent, 
and with grey on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to pale yellow ; bill dark horny- 
black, slaty at the base of the lower mandible; legs and feet 
slaty-grey. 



Fig. Tc.—Head and foot of /o cra^siroslrls. 


Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 77 to 88 mm.; 
tail 64 to 72 inin.; tarsus 22 to 28 mrn.; cultnen 16 to 17 mm. 

Females have the black of the liead replaced by dark grev, the 
ear-coverts darker; otherwise like the male. 

The Eastern Orphean AVarbler differs from fhe AVestern form 
in having the head black contrasting with the hack, whereas the 
latter has only the fore-crown black grading into the brown of 
the back. 

Distribution. Greece, Dalmatia and Soutli-East Europe to 
Palestine, Turkestan, Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and 
Xorth-AV^est Frontier of India. In AVinter over all India as far 
South as Trichinopoli, and as far East as Cbota Nagpore and 
Barrackpore, where I obtained an adult male. 

Nidification. The Eastern Orphean Warbler breeds in some 
numbers on the X.E. Frontier of India. General Betham took 
a good many nests at Quetta and Mr. A. E. Jones sent me a 
clutch of three eggs taken at Cherut. Outside India it breeds 
from Greece through ISouth-East Europe to Persia, etc. The 
breeding-months are May and June, possibly April also, as Betham 
found young hatched early in May. The nest, in India, is a com¬ 
pact wtdl-made cup of grasses, roots and leaves, lined with fine 
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roots and grass-steras, placed low down in thorn-bushes in fairly 
open country. The eggs number three to five and are greeny- 
white in ground-colour, speckled and blotched with light grey- 
brown to almost black wdth a few underlying ones of pale grey 
and neutral tint. a rule, the markings are sparse everywhere 
but leHs so at the larger end. Twenty-five Indian-taken eggs 
average 20 0x16*5 nini.; 100 others {Uarteri) 20 X 14*9 mm. 

Habits. These differ in no way from those of the Garden- 
Warbler. A rather shy skulking bird, feeding on fruit and 
insects and witli a sweet song. 

(847) Sylvia liana nana. 

The D KSEJtT-W aiibek ii. 

Curruca nana Hemp. 4 S: Khr., Symb. Phys., Ave 8 .,cc (1833) (Sinai). 

Hijlvia nffinis. lilaiif. & Oates, i, p. 396. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Porebead to lower back, scapulars and wing- 
coverts fawn-browm ; rum]) and upper tail-coverts pale rufous; 
central tail-feathers rufous with black shafts, the next two pairs 
dark brown with rufous edges, the next pair brown with white 
tips and edges, the next with far more white and the outermost 
pair almost w'holly white; lores and round the eye almost white; 
wings brown, the feathers edged with rufescent-fawji; whole 
lower plumage pale buffy-white, whitest on the throat and chin, 
darkest on the ])ost€rior flanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris wdiite to pale yellow'; bill pale horny- 
brown above, yellowish-ileshv below; legs and feet straw-yellow-. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mni.; w-ing 54 to 
61*5 mm. ; tail 415 to 50 inm.; tarsus 19 mm. ; culmeu 8 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding distribution not certainly know n; pro- 
bably Tninscaspia, Turkestan, South and East Persia, and Baluch¬ 
istan. In Winter through the more arid parts of North-West 
India, Sind, llajputana and Punjab. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. A clutch of eggs taken in 
Balncbistan on the borders of Sind which were sent to Mr. J. 
Stewart and given by him to me, are ty])ical little Whitethroats' 
eggs, pale cream with small grey and brown blotches chiefly at 
tl>e larger end where they form indefinite caps. They measure 
17*0 X i 2*6 ; 16*9 x 13*3 and 17*5 x 13*3 inm. They were taken at 
the end of April but no description of the nest was sent. Boig 
was undoubtedly wrong in believing they bred in Sind, although 
they do breed in the adjoining hills of Baluchistan. 

Habita. This little Warbler is essentially a bird of the most arid 
deserts and stony bare liills. As Ticehurst remarks: “ It is found 
in such barren spots as no other self-respecting Sylvia would 
deign to haunt.’* It arrives in Septembe?*, leaving again in March. 

VOL. II. 2 G 
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and early April. It lias the usual habits of the genus and even 
in sandy wastes, with hardly any cover but a few scanty bushes or 
tufts of coarse grass, it manages to elude observation to a wonderful 
extent. 


(848) Sylvia althsea. 

Humf/s Lesser AVuitetiiiio.\t. 

Sff/na alth^a Iluims ^tr. Feath., vii, pp. 60, 02 (1878) (Kashmir) ; 

Blanf. Oates, i, p. 397. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage greyish brown, purer and darker 
grey on the crown; tail brown, the central feathers tipped and 
narrowly edged white; the white on the others increasing in 
extent until the outermost are almost wholly white; wing dark 
brown, the feathers edged paler and the innermost secondaries 
like the back ; lores, round the eye and ear-coverts a darker brown 
than the head ; the whole lower plumage pale biiffy-grey, almost 
white on chin, throat and abdomen, darker and ashy on flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : bill black, paler on the 
base of the lower mandible; legs and feet dark plumbeous to 
almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 niin.; wings 64 to 
71 inm.; tail 52 to 56 mm.; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culnien aboiit 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Trnnscaspia, East Persia, Turkestan, Kashmir, 
and, according to Ticehurst, Baluchistan. In Winter it straggles 
into India, wandering through N.W. Provinces, the Punjab, and 
Central Provinces as far South as the Carnatic and Ceylon ; 
possibly some of these supposed records refer to Sylvia curruca 
affinis, a much more common bird. There are, however, several 
specimens in the Colombo Museum, which were obtained in 
Ceylon. 

Nidiflcation. Breeds during May and June, making a frail cup¬ 
shaped nest of dried grass, roots and perhaps a few leaves, placed 
in a low bush or clump of weeds and briars. Ap|)arently it breeds 
between 6,000 and 9,000 feet and is said to breed in Kashmir at 
the latter height. The eggs number four or five and are like those of 
the Whitethroat. The ground-colour is a very pale greyish white 
or cream, with rather bold blotches of some shade of brown or 
almost black with secondary markings of pale neutral tint. 
Occasionally there is a faint greyish tinge fo the markirjgs. 

The few eggs I have seen measure from IG’O x 12-9 to 18*2 x 
13'9 mm. 

Habits. Practically nothing on record. It is a bird of mountains 
and rugged country with scrub or scanty grass and scattered 
bushes, and has been found breeding up to 9,000 feet. 
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(849) Sylvia curruca aflSnis. 

The Indian Lesser Whiteturoat. 

Curnica affinis lUyth, .1. A. B., xiv, p. 604 (1846) (South India). 

Siflvia nffinis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 097. 

Vernacular names. Chinna nalla Iccunpu-jitta (TeL). 

Description. Similar to S, alilum but with the upper plumage 
•earthy-brown, the forehead and crown rather more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow to yellow-brown; bill horny- 
brown, paler below and at the base; legs and feet pale to dark 
plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm.; wing 01 to 67 mm.; 
tail 51 to 57 mni.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 
The second primary between 6th and 7th. 

Distribution. West Siberia to Transbaikalia and Manchuria 
and South to Baluchistan, Kashmir and GarhwaJ. In Winter 
Soutli through Western India to Ceylon. East as far as Behar 
and Western Bengal. 

Nidification. Within our limits this bird breeds in great 
numbers in Kashmir, and General Betham found it breeding at 
(Quetta. The nests are neat but ratlier fragile cups of grass and 
root s lined with horse-hair or, less ol ten, with fine grass-stems. Ju 
the early part of the season, April and May, it nests in the low 
scrub-jungle but when these are burnt out in June it resorts to 
the outer branches of firs and pines, 10 to 20 feet from the 
ground. The eggs are like those of the Common Lesser 
Whitethroat and go through the same variations. One hundred 
eggs average 16’5xlb'l min.: maxima 19*0x13*7 and 18*5x 
142 mm.; minima 168 X 12*3 mm. 

Habits. In ISummer tfiese Warblers keep much to undergrowth 
of forest and scrub-jungle until they are forced into trees by the 
burning of the lower cover. In Winter, however, they keep far 
more to trees and are then very seldom found in the more desert 
t reeh‘ss areas affected by Sfflvla nana and, to a less e.xtent, by 
>Sylin'd c. niinuhf, Tlieir song is sweet, though short, and their 
call-note a shrill one, much like that of the Blue-Tit. 


v850) Sylvia curruca minula. 

dhiE Small AV^uitetheoat. 

•Sylvia minula IIuiuo, Str. Feath., i, p. 198 (1873) (Bhawalpur). 
Sylvia minmcula. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 398. 

Vernacular names. TinUkonm ; Tuntu (Yarkand). 

Description. Similar to the two preceding birds but with upper 
plumag(5 rather dark sandy-brown, contrasting with the greyer 
head. 

2u 2 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris very pale yellow ; bill horny above^ 
paler at the base and on the lower mandible; legs and feet 
“ horny, greenish grey ” (Hume). 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 60 to 
64 inni.; tail 46 to 90 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 9 to 
10 mm. Second primary between, or equal to, 7th and 8th. 

Distribution. Breeding in Sirdarya and Amudarya in Trans- 
caspia; Bochara, East Turkestan, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 
In Winter South through Western India to Bajputana and East 
to Jodhpore. 

Nidification. As far as is known, exactly like that of the 
preceding bird. Three eggs in my collection measure about 
17*2 X 12*2 mm. 

Habits. This appears to be the Asiatic representative of 

CHrt'uva curntca in the barren and semi-desert coiintri€>8, as 
S, c. ajffinis is in the better-wooded ones. In Sind it is as common 
as that race is in Winter, but, whereas S. c. affinis keeps principally 
to the tracts with ample tree-cover, c, minnla keeps to the 
more desert portions with only scanty scrub und bush cover. 

Genus HERBIVOCULA. 

HerhivocuUi Swinhoe, Z. 8., 1871, p. 354. 

Type, II. scliivarzi (Badde). 

The genus Ilerbivomla is very like the next gejius, PJn/liosco 2 >ns^ 
differing principally in its much thicker bill. Tlie one species 
which visits India is migratory. It has two moults but practically 
no seasonal change of plumage. The bill is very stout and deep 
for a Warbler and about equal to one-third the length of the 
head; there are three strong rictal bristles and the supplementary 
bristles are ample, but short, not covering the nostrils; the first 
primary is large and the second about equal to the eifjhfh. 

(851) Herbivocula schwarzi. 

Badde’s Bi'sh-Warhi.er. 

Si/lcin schxcarzi Kadde, Beia. Sibir. Vbg., p. 2(50 (1863) (Tavei rs’or). 

Herbivocula schwarzi. lilanf. & Oates, i, p. 399. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage and closed wings and tail tawny 
olive-brown, more tawny on the rump; concealed parts of wings 
and tail dark brown; a distinct buff supercilium from the nostrils 
to the nape; lores and a streak behind the eye dark brown ; ear- 
coverts and cheeks mottled buff and brown; lower plumage buff,, 
practically white on the chin, throat and centre of abdomen ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. In abraded plumage the 
lower parts become very white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill pale horny-brown, paler 
below and at the base; the gape yellow; legs and feet fleshy- 
yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm.; wing 57 to 
66 mm.; tail 45 to 53 mm.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 
about 9 lum. 

Young are much more yellow than the adult. 



Fig. 7r>.—Head of IL schwarzi. 


Distribution. Eastern Siberia from Lake Baikal to Ussuri and 
Saghalien. Winter, South to South China and Burma and the 
Indo-Burmese countries. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. This Warbler frequents thick scrub and bush cover on 
the outskirts of forests. It is said to be a shy bird, avoiding 
observation, witli a short jerky song. It is a not infrequent 
visitor to Southern Burma. 

Genus PHYLLOSCOPUS. 

Phf/lloscopus Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 972. 

Type, Phiflloscoims trochilus (Linn.). 

The genus Phylloscojnis contains 13 Indian species, some of 
whicl) are divided further into subspecies. These are Summer 
visitors to the plains, all of them retiring to the Mountains to 
breed; some only to the Himalayas, some to Central and ^Northern 
Asia, etc. The birds of this genus are very close to the next, 
Acanthopneaste^ but are separable by their smaller, more narrow 
bill and bv tlie supplementary hairs which in Phylloscopua only 
reach to the edge of tlie nostril, whereas in Acanthopnemte they 
overhang the vvliole of it. 

In Phylloscopiis the rictal bristles are always fairly strong but 
the supplementary hairs in front vary considerably, in some 
species being weaker, in some stronger; they never, bowe\er. 
extend to the culmen or beyond the lower edge of the culmen. 
The first primary is small and the length of the second varies, 
forming a useful character to aid identification. The tail is either 
square or slightly forked. 

The various species of Phylloscopm resemble each other so 
closely as to render their identification very difficult and the key 
will probably be found of greater help in this than the detailed 
descriptions. 
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In PJn/Uoscoint^ there are two moults a year, tlie sexes are alike* 
and the young are more brightly coloured than the adults but da 
not differ from them otherwise. 

Key to Species, 


A. Crown with no coronal bands and same 
colour back. 

a. Under wing-coverts and axillaries yellow. 

a . Ijower plumage deep dull yellow .... P. p- 4'>4. 

b'. Low’er plumage pale dull yellow. J*. p. dor). 

o'. l.,ower plumage buff . P. rtUlyhitus, p. 4r)(>. 

/>. Under wing-coverts and axillariesyellowi.^h 
white or white ; lower plumage very pale 

bud' . P. net/I reins, p, 458. 

r. Under wing-coverts and axillaries brown; 

lower plumage biiflish-yellow . P. yriseolns, p. 459. 

(f. Under wing-coverts, axillaries and lower (p. 4!‘0. 

plumage dusky oil-green . P. fnliyiniventer^ 

r. Under wing-coverts and axillaries rich bud. 

d\ Throat, breast, and abdomen buff .... P. fiisc/ttufy, p. 4(>1. 
e\ Throat and breast pale greenish white. . P. ann(oi(Ui, ]>. 465. 

Jl. Crown darker than back with coronal bands. 

/. Lower portion of rump bright yellow. 

f\ Inner webs ot outer tail-feathers wdiite. [p. 9'5). 

a''. Throat and upper breast grey . maenfipnmis, 

b". Throat and upper breast yellow .... P, pvirber^ p. 46i. 

//. Inner webs of outer ttiil-feathers not 

white. P. /n'orcf/n/ns^ ]>. 460. 

y. Lower portion of rump like the back, not 
yellow. 

k'- Lower plumage rather dark yellow 

tinged with ochraceous . P. snhi'irtdift, p. 408. 

i'. Lower plumage very pale yellow or 

yellowish white . P. hum 'n, p. 469. 


(852) Phylloscopus affinis. 

Tic’Keli/s AVilt.ow-AV vTiur.Eit. 

Motacilla affinis Tick., J. A. 8. R, ii, p. 576 (l{orablmui). 

Phylloscop'os affinis, Bianf, & Oates, i, p. 401. 

Vernacular names. Daotisha yahi (Caebari); Ani chin (Tibet). 

Description. Upper plumage brown, faintly tinged with olive; 
wing and tail feathers brown, edged with olive-yellow; a l)road 
yellow supercilium from the nostrils to the nape; lores and a patch 
behind the eye brown ; whole lower plumage deep dull yellow, 
suffused with olive on the flanks and sides of the neck and breast; 
axillaries and under wdng-coverts pale olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark horny-brown 
above, pale yellowish-horny below’; legs and feet yellowish brow n 
or greenish brown to dark brown. 

Heasurements. Total length about 110 to 115 mm.; wing 56 ta 
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()2 mm.; tail 42 to 45 ram.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culinen 9 innu 
Second primary as long or longer than the 9th, 

Distribution. In Summer througlraut the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to East Assam, Tibet, and Western China to Kansu. In 
Winter practically throughout India as far South as South 
'i’ravancore, Burma, but so far not recorded in the Punjab or 
North-West Provinces. 

Nidification. TickelFs Warbler breeds in the Himalayas from 
the Afghan and Baluchistan Frontier to vS.B. Tibet at elevations 
between 9,000 and 14,500 feet or even liigher. The nests are 
\ery round domed affairs of grass, rather untidily put together 
and very thickly lined with feathers, sometimes mixed with fur or 
moss, sometimes with both. They are placed low down in scrub, 
rhododtmdrons, junipers, etc., often not more than a few inches from 
the ground and in conspicuous positions. The eggs number three 
to live, generally four, and vary in colour from pure white to 
white sparsely spotted with pale reddish brown at the larger end. 
Eggs in the same elutch vary greatly and all are never alike—as a 
rule one egg is well spotted, one or two only faintly so and the 
others not at all. One hundred eggs averaj^e 1.5*5 x 12*0 mm.: 
maxima 17 2 X 12*^1 and 16*0 x 12*5 mm.; minima 14*7x12*0 and 
15-Uxll-4 min. They breed during June and July. 

Habits. This little Warbler is a bird of the scrub-jungle rather 
than of the forests, and is found from about 8,000 feet up to tbe 
extnnne limit of bushes. Ln Winter its migration-routes would 
appear to bo due Ea.st at first and then South, as it has not yet 
been obtained in the North-West Frontier Plains, Sind, liaj[)utana 
or the Punjab. It, however, occurs in the Bombay Presidency, 
the Central Provinces and Eastwards throughout Bengal, Behar, 
Orissa, Assam and Northern Burma. I also have seen specimens 
from Siam. In Winter it is found both in forest, open well- 
wooded country and in cultivated lands and it has all the habits 
of a Willow-Warbler, though it is not so active, restless a bird 
as are some of its nearest relations. 

(853) Phylloscopus tytleri. 

TyTLBK's WU-riOW-WARBLEK. 

P/ij/lloftcopus tytieri Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 23 (Kashmir); Rlauf. vSe 
Oates, i, p. 402. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown; wing and tail featliers^ 
dork brown edged with olive, brighter than the back ; a pale yellow 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape; lores and behind the 
eye dark brown ; whole lower plumage pale yellow, greyer on the 
breast and suffused with brownish grey on the sides of the neck, 
breast and flanks ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale sulphur- 
yellow. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown 
to almost black above, yellowish-horny below; legs and feet 
greenish brown to dark brown, the soles paler and more yellow ; 
claws blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm.; wing 54 
to 62 mm.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 
about 10 mm. # 

Distribution. AVestern Himalayas from Afghanistan, Kashmir 
and Kumaon to Garhwal; Winter, AVestern India South to the 
Nilgiris. 

Nidihcation. Tytler’s AA^illow-AVarbler breeds from the end of 
May to early July in its Summer habitat from about 8,000 feet up 
to the limit of tree-forest, about 12,000 to 13,000 feet. It makes 
a neat, very^small nest of grass, mixed with feathers, birch-bark 
and hair, often with a great deal of lichen in the outer part and 
with a dense lining of feathers. They are placed in jiollarded trees 
and firs between 10 and 20 feet from the ground. The eggs vary 
from three to five in number, usually four; in colour they are 
normally pure white, but occasionally an egg, or even a whole 
clutch, may be speckled with reddish. J'hirty I'ggs average 16*0 x 
12*3 mm,: maxima 17*2x12*2 and 17*0x130 mm.; niiniina 
14*3X12*1 and 14-8 x 12*0 mm. 

Habits. Tytler’s AVillow-AVarbler is a forest-bird, tliough it 
keeps to the outskirts or to the more open parts, liiinting both in 
the trees and in the lower growths for the insects on which it 
feeds. It is very restless and active and during the Spring has a 
note, constantly repeated, which Osmaston syllabifies as Let’s 
kiss him.” In Winter it keeps much to trees and almost deserts 
the scrub, undergrowth and bushes. 


Phylloscopus collybitus. 

Siflvia collyhita Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. nouv. td. xi. ]». 235 
■ (1817). 

Type-locality: France. 

Key to Suhspecies, 

A. AVings in fresh plumage well tinged with 

green . c. triafLi^ p. 45(5. 

B. Wings never with any tinge of green .... J\ c. Hmdianusy p. 457. 

(854) Phylloscopns collybitus tristis. 

The Bttowpr AVillow-Wauulee. 

Phylloscopus tristis Blyth, J, A. S. B., xii, p. 966 (1843) (Calcutta) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 403. 

Yeruacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage brown, with a tinge of green when 
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newly moulted, more especially on the rump and wing-coverts; 
tuil-leathers dark brown, edged paler; a narrow pale buff 
Mipercilium from the nostrils to the back of the ear-coverts; lores 
and behind the eye dark brown; sides of the head and whole 
lower plumage earl by-buff, paler on chin, throat and centre of 
alxlomen ; under wing-coverts and axillaries sulphur-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark lioruy-brown 
or blackish, paler at base of lower mandible: legs and feet black 
or dark brown, soles yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 54 to 
()5 mm.; tail 4M to 40 mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmeu 8 to 
0 nun. The female is decidedly smaller than the male. Second 
primary between 7th and 9th: first prifiiary exceeds primary 
coverts by (> to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Summer from the Petchora to »Iapan, South to 
West Turkestan, the Northern Tian Scban and Lake llaikal. 
Wandering WVst as far as Great Britain in Winter, and .South to 
India over the wliole of the North and Central parts as. far South 
as Bo?nbay Jind Orissa. Becords of this and the next bird are 
mixed and tlie series in the British Museum show that no reliance 
can 1)0 placed on them, as many specimens named tristis are 
sindianus and vice versa. 

Nidificatioii. The Brown Willow-Warbler breeds from Petchora 
to Japan, but i)i*ol)ably does not breed anywhere in Central Asia, 
South of the Altai and Lake Baikal. In Japan it breeds in 
considerable numbers, making a domed grass-nest profusely lined 
with featliers, which it places on the ground on banks in bush- 
cover. Fhe eggs, which number four to six, are white spotted and 
sj)eckled, nowhere densely, with very deep reddish or purplish 
black. Ill shape they are short broad ovals. They measure 
about 15-1 X J 2*7 mm. 

lieputed eggs in my collection of P. c. tj'Utis, taken in Aksu and 
Jssik Kill ill Eastern Turkestan, appear to be those of P. c, 
siitdictnus^ which they much more nearly resemble in type, having 
briglit red markings. 

Habits. Found singly or in small parties in cultivated and 
well-wooded country, frequenting trees, brushwood and crops. 
Ticehiirst found it catching flies, like a Flycatcher, in reed-beds in 
the Manchar Lake in Sind, over a mile from land. It arrives 
in Northern India during the latter part of Octol>er, and leaves 
•again in the end of March and early April. 

(855) Phylloscopus coUybitus sindianus. 

The Sixd Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus siudihnus Brooks, Str. Featli., viii, p. 476 (1880) (Sind); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 406. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Hardly distinguishable from P. c. tristis, bub does 
not ever acquire the greenish tinge sometimes present on the 
wings and rump ol: that bird; generally the yellow on the 
axillaries and under wing-coverts is less clear. I can see no 
difference between the two birds in the wing-forinulas nor in the 
shape and size of the first primary. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. r. tristis. 

Measurements exactly the same as in P. c. but the 

cidmen never measures less than 9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Ladak and Tibet, possibly also in 
North Kashmir; in South-Eastern Turkestan as far North as 
Aksu. In Winter South to Sind, Punjab, the United Provinces 
and Kajputana. 

Nidificatiou. 3Ir. F. Ludlow first obtained tins Warbler 
between 11,000 and 14,000 feet breeding lu'ur Lob, and since 
then Messrs. 11. Whistler and B. B. Os inns ton have found it 
breeding in great numbers in Ladak during May, June and July. 
All three of these gentlemen sent me specimens which 1 at first 
identified as P. c, tristis, but on receiving a series of eggs from 
Mr. Osmaston these differed so greatly from those of that bird 
that L again examined tlie specimens sent by him and found them 
to be of tliis race. P, sindianus is apparently the Himalayas and 
Central Asian breeding form, whilst tristis is a bird whose breeding 
is confined to the North, The nest is domed and is made of 
fine grass litied first with cottoii-down and finally with feathers. 
It is placed in low thorny bushes only a few inches above the 
ground or very often in the thorns growing on the top of stone 
boundary-walls. The eggs are longer ovals than those of tristis 
and are spotted more boldly with rich bright red, which forms 
caps or rings at the larger end instead of being marked with almost 
black specks scattered over the whole surface. Twenty eggs 
average 15*7xl!2-0 mm.: maxima 17*0x130 mm.: minima 150’ 
X 11*9 and 15*3x11*7 mrn. 

Habits. Similar to those of P. <*. tristis but keeping much more 
to semi-desert and poorly wooded tracts. Apparently never 
catching insects like a Flycather, as tristis does. 

Phylloscopus neglectus. 

Keif to Subspecies. 

A. Smaller, wing never exceeding 55 mm. P, v. nefjkctus, p. 458. 

B. Bigger, wing over 55 mm. P, n. htrevzHj p. 45tt 

(85f>) Phylloscopus neglectus neglectus. 

Thjb Plain Willow-Wabblku. 

Phylloscopus negkctm Elume, Ibis, 1870, p. 143 (l*unjjib); Blanf. & 
Dates, i, p. 40(k 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Bescription. Similar to P, c, iristis^ but decidedly paler and very 
much smaller. 

* Colours of soft parts, iris dark brown; bill dark browu, paler 
at tlie base ot the lower mandible: legs and ieet brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 105 mm.; wing 48 to 
53 mm.; tail 38 to 42 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
8 mm. Second i^rimary equals 9th or lOth^ first primary exceeds 
coverts by 8 to nearly 11 mm. 

Distribution, llreeding in Transcaspia to Persia and u intering 
in Sind and the Punjab. A few birds remain to breed in Northern. 
Kashmir and Ladak. 

Nidification. Eggs sent me from Ijaclak, in one case with the 
akin, are like tliose of P. c. sindianus but smaller, measuring from 
l.‘M X iO'4 mm. to 15*0 X ll '4miu. The nest was said to have been 
placed on tlie ground and to have been domed, made of grass and 
moss and lined with feathers. 1 do not feel quite confident about 
the authenticity of these eggs. 

Eggs taken by Witherby in Farsistan on the 20th April were 
ptire white; the nest was placed in a low bush, the usual domed 
affair densely lined w 'lih feathers. 

Habits. Ill its Winter liaunts this little Willow-Warbler 
frequents “ babool " and tamarisk jungle and, sometime.s, more 
lofty trees and it seems ])articuiurly partial to the banks of ri>ers, 
lakes and swampy ground. It is a restless, active, little bird with 
an alarm-note n hicli ^Ir. T. iL Bell syllabifies as (shak-tshnk,'' 
with an ordinary feeding-call of ttuigsa iwissaP 

( ^^57) Phylloscopus neglectus lorenzii. 

The Caucasian AVillow-Wahbleii. 

PJtf//lt*/meiis(e lorrrizii Lorenz, Beitr. Keimt. Faun. N. Kaukasus,. 
p. 28 (1887) (N. Caucasas). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P, n. neglictvs, but bigger. 

Measurements. Wing, <S 62-63 mm., $ 55 to 58 mm. 

Distribution. Caucasas. Winter South, once as far as India. 
A specimen sent me from the N.W. Frontier with a wing of 
63 mm. appears to be of this race. Shot at Ban nu, January 1917. 

Nidification. Breeds in the Caucasus between 5,000 and 8,000 
feet. Tlie eggs are white, marked with dark reddish browm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(858) Phylloscopus griseolus. 

Thk Olivaceous Teek- Waubler. 

griseolm Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xvi, p. 443 (1847) (Calcutts). 

Phylhgcopm inilictis. Blanf. & Oatex<», i, p. 404. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Besoription. Upper plumage eartby-brown, sometimes faintly 
tinged with olive on the rump; uiiig-feathers dark brown edged 
paler; rectrices brown, edged paler, and the outermost pair, or 
two pairs, narrowly tipped with white; 8Uj>erciIium from nostrils 
to nape yellow, buftish posteriorly ; lores and line through the 
eye brown ; sides of head mixed brown and buft; lower plumage 
bnffy-yellow, dusky on the breast and flanks and often pure 
yellow on the centre of the abdomen; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill blackish above, pale 
yellowish or greenish horny below; legs and feet greenish yellow. 

Jifeasurements. Total Jeugtb about 130 to 14(i mm.: wing 58 
to 66 mm.; tail 47 to 50 mm.; tarsus about :J3 mm. ; euJmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Turkestan, lloeliara to 
Altai, Kashmir and Tibet. Jn Winter South to the Piinjah (rare), 
Central India, Behar, Bengal, Assam and K.W. ihirma. 

Nidification. Nests, eggs and yoiiiig w'ere found by Mr. H. 
Whistler during June and July at and about Lahul and Spiti 
between 11,500 and 13,500 feet. The nests lie descrilies as 
roughly made globes about the size of a cocoamit, composed of 
grass, strips of bark, etc., densely lined v\ith tealliers and placed 
quite low down in a Juniper bush, (5ooseherr\-hush or dwarf 
Willow. A distinctive feature of tlie nest seems to he tlie large 
entranoe-hole, placed near the top ratlier tlian at the side of the 
nest.’ The eggs number four and are white spotted with dull red, 
mostly in a broad zone at tlie larger end. Mr. Whistler’s series 
varied from 17*0 X 12*0 to 17’5xl3-0 mm. Whitehead found 
them breeding freely on the 8afed Koh Range and in the Kurram 
Valley between 10,000 and 12,000 feet, and Col. H. Delme- 
Ratcliffe obtained them in July, evidently breeding, in Baluchistan 
at Ziarat at about 8,000 feet. 

Habits. Although it has not been often recorded thence, this 
Warbler is doubtless a common Winter visitor to the Punjab 
and Nortli-AVest Province, as well as to the whole of Xortherii 
India as far East as Dibrugarh in Assam, where Dr. 11. N. Coltart 
and I found it very numerous in January and December. Jt 
prefers big-tree cover in this season, though it may sometimes he 
seen scrambling about in bushes or even feeding on the ground 
itself. It has a habit, not shared to the same extent by any 
other Willow-Warbler, of running about the trunks and larger 
horizontal branches of big trees just like a Tree-Creeper. 

(859) Phylloscopus fuliginiventer. 

The Smoky Willow-Wabblbb. 

Horarnis fuliginivenUr Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 31 (Nepal), 
Phyllo$copu$fuliginiventrU. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 404. 

Vemaciilar names. None recorded. 
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Deflcription. Upper plumage deep smoky-brown, almost 
blackish, sometimes faintly tinged with olive; wings and tail 
dark brown, the feathers edged wHth olive^brown; a narrow 
supercilium dull green ; sides of head dull buff and brown; whole 
lower plumage dull oil-green, the breast and flanks suffused with 
dusky-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, the lower 
mandible horny-brown ; legs and feet ochraceous-green. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 62 to 6(^ 
mm. (Tibet, one, 05 mm.); tail 42 to 46 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm. ; 
culinen 10 to 11 mm. Second primary equal to tenth. 

Distribution. Nepal and Tibet to Eastern Assam, North of the 
Hrahmaputra. In Wintf^r South throughout Assam and Eastern 
Hengal. 1 loiind it \ery common at Dacca in January and 
February. 

Nidificatioii. Tliree eggs taken at Ehamtso, Tibet, at almost 
14,000 leet lde^atlon on the 4th August, 1921, were sent me 
with tlu' remains ol a skin ol this species. They are like 
exceptional 1\ heavily marked eggs of J\ ajfinis. They measure 
1.5*0x120 mm,, 14*6x12*2 mm. and 15*0x12*1 mm. No 
ncNt was sent and 1 could obtain no description of it. 

Habits. In Summer the Smoky Willow-Warbler is found in 
the higher ranges, certainly up to 15,000 and probably breeding 
between I2,0oo feet and that height. In Winter it is very aquatic 
111 its hahir^^. Ste\ens found it keeping niucli to bushes and 
leeds 111 swampy ])laces, w’lulst in Eastern Bengal 1 found it 
kee])ing almost entirely to bu>he8 on Islands in the Megna, 
llrahmaputra and other large ri\ers. 


Phylloscopus fuscatus. 

Keif to Suhspeaes. 

A. Epper ])luinnge paler, with no reddi^ll tinge. P.f. fuscatus^ p. 4(0 

B. Epp<*i plumage darker, ^\ ith a reddish tinge. I\ f. home?/en\ ^ 4t»2 

(S()0^ Phylloscopus fuscatus fuscatus. 

'ruE Duskv Wielow-Wahhlek. 

Phyliopn&Hsfefuhcata Bhth, .J. A, S. B., \i, p. lid (1842) (Calcutta). 
PhyUoscopm/id^cafits. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 405. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage brown, the feathers of the 
wings and tail edged with a paler, more olive, brown ; a distinct 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape pale buflf; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown; cheeks and car-coverts light huffy- 
brow n ; below buff, albescent on the chin, throat and centre ot 
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abdomen, deep and rich on the flanks, vent, under tail-coverts, 
under wing-coverts and axillaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill above pale horny-brown, 
below yellowish except at the tip; legs and feet dusky flesh- 
colour, the soles yellower. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 in in.; wing 55 
to 62 nim.; tail 51 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 22 inm.; culnien 
10 to 11 mm. 

Bistributiou. Siberia, from the Tenesei to Ochotsk, N. China, 
Mongolia and Japan. Winter in North-East and North Centnil 
India, Burma, South to Tenasserim, South China. A few birds 
apparently stop in the Himalayas to breed. 

Nidiflicatiou. Eggs sent me from the Amur and irom Tibet are 
pure white and are said to liave been taken from nests made 
entirely of dry moss with a lining first of grass and then of wool 
and feathers. In Tibet tlie nests were taken in the end of May 
and June, but those from Siberia in July. The eggs measure 
about 17’6x 12*6 mm. 

Habits. Stevens obtained specimens of the Dusky Willow- 
Warbler in the plains of Assam as late as the vsecond week in 
iMay. Jn Cacliar, the Khasia Hills and country South of the 
Brahmaputra and in Burma tiiey have nearly all disappeared by 
the end of April. They frequent scrub, low bushes and heavy 
grass, also often feeding on the ground. It is an active litth* 
bird, but seems to be a very quiet one. 


(861) Phylloscopus fuscatus homeyeri. 

D Y BO W8K I’s Wl L hi > W- W A UB LK Jl. 

rhyUopneitute homeyeri Dybow., Bull. Zuol. Soc. France, 18 s^.‘h 
p. 358 (Kamsehatka). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from I\ f, ftutccUus in having the upper- 
side darker, with a reddish tinge; tlio superciliary streak is 
weaker and paler, and the bill is lighter and weaker. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in P, f, fuscatus. 

Distribution. Kamscbatka only. In Winter South to Cbimi, 
Burma and Assam. Stevens obtained several specimens of this 
Warbler in the Lakhimpur district of Assam (Bombay Nat. Hist. 
Journ. xxii, p. 249). 

Nidiflcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Stevens obtained his specimens in fairly thick scrub 
and grass-laud, where it was scrambling about hunting for insects 
after tlie fashion of all Willow-Warblers. 
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(862) Phylloscopus armandii. 

Milne-Ei)wa.eds’s Willow-Wahblee. 

Abvornis annandii Mil.-Edw., Nouv. Arch. Mus. Bull., i, p. 22 
(1865); (N. China). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very Hiinilar to 7^ /. fusmtus, of which it iniojht 
'perhaps oe treated as a subspecies. The throat and abdomen are 
p;reeniRh white, the bill is stouter and tlie legs more slender, 
otherwise it agrees with that bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. f. fuscatus. 

Measurements. AVing 50 to 64 mm.; tail 48 to 50 min. ; 
tarsus 10 to 22 inm. ; culmen 0*5 to 10*5 mm. As usual with the 
AVarblers the female is much smaller than the male. 

Distribution. Breeding in Mongolia and North China and in 
Winter South to Soutli China, the Indo-Chinese countries and 
Burma. Harington found this bird very common in the Bhamo 
district, Ids specimens being identified by i>r. E. llartert (Bombay 
Nat. Hist. .Tourn., xix, j). 123). 

Nidification. Przewalski found its nest in June at an elevation 
of almost 0,000 feet. The five eggs it contained were white 
spotted with reddisli and measured from 15'5xl2*5to 16*0x 
13 0 nmi. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(8(i;5) Phylloscopus maculipennis. 

'riiE Gui:v-i'aced AVillow-Wakhekr. 

DKirHlijivuni^ Blyth. Ibis, 1867, p. 27 (Nepal). 

J'bt/doscojfKs DKtvulipennis. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 4014 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A broad, but broken, coronal streak and supercilia 
very pale whitish buff; rest of head, nape and hind neck dark 
■olive-brown shading into yellowish green on the back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts; lower rump bright sulphur-yellow; 
greater wiiig-coverts dark brown, boldly edged with ' yellow 
forming a distinct wing-bar; median coverts with a similar less 
well-defined bar; quills brow n edged w ith olive-green ; tail browni, 
•edged with green, and wdth the three outer pairs white with 
the terminal half of the outer webs browui; lores and behind the 
eye dark brown ; chin, throat and upper breast grey; remainder 
of lower plumage yellow*. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow n ; bill black; legs and 
feet fleshy or yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; w'iner 46 to 
52 nmu; tail 31 to 34 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 7 

8 mm. 



464 


SrLVHD-?E. 


Distribution. Himalayas, Sutlej River to Eastern Assam,. 
North and Soutli of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This Warbler is a resident bird between 5,000 and 
8,000 feet, some birds moving down to the loot-hills and the 
plains in their immediate vicinity in Winter but the majority 
remaining in the hills above 2,500 feet. It probably does not 
breed in the hills South of the Brahmaputra, though it may be 
seen there occasionally in early May. Those birds I saw were 
all in forest, and were busily hunting for insects high up in the 
topmost branches, lb was some years before I discovered their 
habits, but once these were known they proved to be very numerous. 
Several individuals were often seen hunting in company. 

Phylloacopus pulcher. 

Ke)j to SuhspecUs, 

A. Duller, upper parts more olivo-brown. P. p» pulcher^ p. 1<>4. 

B. Brighter, upper parts more olive-green .... P, p. hant/rce, p. 4(>5. 

(8<U) Phylloscopus pulcher pulcher. 

Tub Xepal Orange-babued Wibbow-Waruler. 

Phylloscopus pulcher Blyth, .1. A.S, B., xiv, p. 5l)ii ( ISlo) (Nepal) ; 

Blanford a'c Oates, i, p. 407. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very faint yellowish coronal streak ; narrow 
supercilia from the nostril to the nape greenish buff; crown and 
nape dark olive-brown, changing to olive-green on the back, 
scapulars and lesser wing-coverts ; the median and greater cov ert s 
dark brown, broadly edged with orange, forming two wing-bars, 
the median one often ill-defined ; feathers of nimj) broadlv tipped 
with yellow; tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow, 
the three outer pairs white, with the terminal halves of the 
outer webs brown ; sides of the head brownish green ; low 
plumage greenish yellow, darkest on the breast and flanks, more 
yellow on the abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, the base of the 
lower mandible and gape yellowish ; legvS and feet dusky greeni.sii, 
the claws darker and soles yellowish. 

Heasuremeuts. Total length about 105 mm.; wing 52 to 00 
mm.; tail 35 to 38 mm. ; tarsus 22 to 23 min.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal to Eastern Assam, Manipur, Chin and 
Kachin Hills, Shan States and Yunnan. Burma South to 
Tenasserim. 

Hidification. Mr. P. Wickham appears to be the only collector 
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wha has taken the nest of this bird. He records that it was 
common in the Chin Hills, and that he took three and four eggs 
respectively from two nests found on the 13th and 24th of April 
near Haka at about 6,000 feet elevation. The eggs were white, 
speckled with reddish, both nest and eggs being indistinguishable 
from those of the next and better-known race. 

Habits. In Sikkim this Orange-barred Willow-Warbler has 
been found up to 13,000 feet but its ordinary habitat is much 
lower and it is probably resident bet wen 4,000 and 8,000 feet. 
It certainly breeds in the higher hills, 8outh of Assam, above 
5,000 feet, though I never found a nest. It is essentially a 
forest-bird keeping well up in high trees, where it is very energetic 
in its search for insects, constantly uttering a loud shrill note, or 
rather succession of notes running into one another. 

(865) Phylloscopus pulcher kangrse. 

The North-West Orange-barbed Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus pulcher kanyrfc Ticehurst, Bull. B. O. C., xliv, p. 20 
(1923; (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P. p, pulcher^ but much brighter in 
colour, more olive-green. The superciliura is more distinct. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird; 
wing 51 to 60 mm. 

Distribution. North-West Himalayas from Afghanistan and 
Gilgit to the Simla States and Garhwal. 

Nidification. The nest and eggs of this bird were obtained by- 
Messrs. S. L, Wliymper and B. B. Osoiaston in Garhwal and 
by Col. Buchanan in Kashmir during June and July at elevations 
between 9,000 and 14,000 feet. The nests are very untidy ragged 
balls of grass, “ old man’s beard,” strips of birch-bark, etc., 
densely lined with feathers, many of which protrude from the 
large entrance at the side. Tliey are placed in Willows or 
Birch-trees in Forest, either built in forks or placed between bits 
of loose bark and the trunk itself. They are generally at about 
ten to fifteen feet from the ground. 

The eggs number three or four and are pure white with small 
reddisli specks and blotches, either scattered all over the egg or 
confined to a ring or cap at the larger end. They are not distin¬ 
guishable from the eggs of Phylloscopus proregulus diwA me 2 S\xv^ 
about 15-4 X 11-4 ram. 

Habits. The Orange-barred Willow-Warbler is found in 
Summer above 8,000 feet and in Winter may descend some 
three thousand feet lower but never to the foot-hills or to the 
Plains. It hunts for its insect-prey in the higher branches of 
forest-trees and is as active and restless as the rest of its genus. 
Osmaston says that, whilst its ordinary call distinguishes it at 
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once from all other Phylloseopi^ its song is very like the trill of 
the Common Wood-Wren. 

Phylloscopus proregnlus. 

Motacilla proreffuius Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., 5, p, 499 (1827). 
Type-locality: Transbaikalia. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Above olive-brown; coronal bands very 

definite. P. p. neictom, p. 466. 

B. Above much darker, below duller; coronal 

bands definite .. P. p.forrestif p. 467. 

C. Above brighter and greener ; coronal bands 

not so definite... P. p. eimlaensis, p. 467. 


(866) Phylloscopus proreg^us newtoni. 

Pallas’s Himalayan Willow-Warblee. 

Phylloscopus newtoni Gatke, Ibis, 1889, p. 579 (India) (Darjiling, 
Ticehurst). 

Phylloscopus proreyultis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 408. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Broad supercilia and abroad yellow coronal streak 
to tbe extreme back of the nape; head dark olive-brown, 
becoming lighter on the back; rump bright yellow ; tail olive- 
brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow; wing-feathers 
brown, edged with olive-yellow, the median and greater coverts 
tipped with pale yellow, forming two wing-bars, the anterior not 
always very distinct; lower plumage white, suffused with grey on 
the throat and breast and with yellow on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, the lower mandible 
horny-brown, yellow at the base; legs and feet dingy greenish 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 80 to 85 mm. ; wing 49 to 
55 mm.; tail 33 to 39 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmenabout 
9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam and Manipur. Chin Hills 
birds are, as might be expected, intermediate between this and 
P, p. forresti^ but nearer the latter. Birds from Arrakan, the 
Central and Southern Burmese Hills are of this latter form, as 
are those from Siam. 

Kidification. The only known nest of this bird was taken by 
Mr. W. P. Masson on the Singa Lila Eidge above Darjeeling on 
the 29th of May at an elevation of about 10,000 feet. The nest, 
which was sent me with the birds and eggs, was a very neat 
little ball of bark, moss, and lichen, well lined with soft body- 
feathers from lihayenes and other birds. The three eggs were 
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Avhite with reddish spots in a dense ring round the larger end and 
very sparse elsewhere. They measure 14*2 x 10*4, 13*9x10*3 
a.nd 13*9 x 10*4 ram. 

Habits. As far as is known, these differ in no way from those of 
the race P. p, simlaensis, 

(867) Phylloscopus proregulus forresti, 

Forrest’s Yunnan Willow-Wakbgee. 

Phylloscopus proregulm forresti Rothschild, Nov. Zool., xxvi, 
p. 45 (1921) (Lichiang Range, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from P. p, newtoni in being much darker 
above and duller below. Rothschild considers that the rump also 
is more sulphur-yellow; this is not always very noticeable. The 
colour of the bill, to which he refers, is also only seasonal, most 
Warblers having the bill blacker in Summer than in Winter. 

La Touche’s P. yunmnsls (Bull. B. O. C., xliii, p. 21,1922) is the 
same as this bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. p, newtoni. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 55 mm. 

Distribution. Shan ^States, Yunnan, Kachin Hills and ? Chin 
Hills. 

Nidiffcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

( 868 ) Phylloscopus proregulus simlaensis. 

T ICBHURST’s WlLLO w-Wabblbr. 

Phylloscopus pro/’e^w/wsimitoif^tsTicehurst, Bull. B O. C., xli, p. 55 
(1920) (Simla).' 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the two preceding birds in having 
the upper parts brighter, more olive-yellow; the head-bands are 
not so dark and the supercilia are more, pronounced. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. p. newtoni. 

Measurements. AVing 5)0 to 57 mm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan and Baluchistan frontiers, Giigit 
through Kashmir to Garhwal. In Winter it descends to the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas but not into the Plains. 

Nidiffcation. Ticehurst’s Willow-AATarbler breeds from the 
Afghan frontier through Kashmir to the Simla States and 
Garhwal from about 7,000 feet upwards. It makes a lovely 
little domed, or semidomed, nest of moss, sometimes nnxed 
with lichen and scraps of birch-bark and thickly lined with 
feathers, these also often being mixed with birch-bark. It is 
placed in Fir or Pine trees, sometimes low down and sometimes 

2h2 
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forty feet from the ground, at the end of a branch and 
inaccessible. It lays three or four eggs, rarely five, during May 
and June. The ground is pure white and they are speckled with 
reddish pink, brick-red or dark brownish red. In most eggs 
these are most numerous at the larger end, where they may form 
a ring; in others they are scattered more or less profusely over 
the whole surface. Eorty eggs average 14'1 x 11*0 mm.: maxima 
15*0x11*1 and 14*8 x 11*8 mm.; minima 13*6 x 10*6 and 14*1 x 
9*9 rom. 

Habits. This little Willow-Warbler is a bird of the Pine- or 
Fir-forests and Birch-woods, where it keeps much to the upper 
branches of the trees, occasionally uttering a loud sharp tsip 
as it scrambles or flits about after insects. During the breeding- 
season it has a loud and not unpleasant little song, something like^ 
that of the Common Willow-Wren. 

(869) Phylloscopus subviridis. 

Bbooks’s Willow-Warbler. 

Hef/uloides subviridis Brooks, P. A.S. B., 1872. p. 148 (N.VV. 

Provinces). 

Phylloscopus subviridis, Blanf. Oate.s, i, p. 409. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage clear greenish yellow : 
faint coronal streak and supercilia yellow^; wing and tail feathers 
brow'n edged with the colour of the back; wings with two bars 
formed by the yellowish-white tips to the median and greater 
coverts, the former indistinct, the latter well-defined ; sides of head 
and lower plumage yellow or ochre-yellow, more grey on the throat 
and breast and more brownish ochre on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brow^n; bill dark horny or greenish 
brow’n, paler at the base of the low'er mandible; in Summer the 
bill is w'holly dark : legs and feet greenish grey. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 58 mm.; tail 38 to 40 mm.; 
tarsus about ISniin. ; culmeti 8 to 0 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Afghanistan and North Kashmir, in 
Winter South to Punjab and the N.W. Provinces as far East 
and South as Cavvnpore. 

Nidification. Whitehead found this bird breeding freely in the 
Safed Kob in Juno and July on the’wooded slopes of the Kurram 
Valley between 7,000 and 9,000 feet. The nest was placed in 
the bank of a nullah under a bush and was domed, made of grass 
and lined with goats^hair. It contained three eggs, white spotted 
with red, measuring about 14*0 x 10*7 mm. 

Habits. During the Summer this Willow-Warbler keeps much 
to undergrowth but during the Winter it is found more often in 
trees. It has the usual vivacious active habits of the genus. 
The call-note is said to be a monosyllabic “ tweet,"* and the song is. 
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described by Mr. H. Whistler as wet-weirweUvoeeUwhir-r-r-ry 
It occurs in the months of October and March in the Punjab and 
North-West Provinces. 

Phylloscopus humii. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumaji^e bright olive-gi*eeii. P. h. Jannii, p. 469. 

B. Upper plumage darker olive-green . P. h, yretmiumfAIQ, 

(870) Phylloscopus humii humii. 

Hume’s Willow-Wabbler. 

Pef/idoidcH humii Brooks, Str. Feath., vii, p. 131 (1878) (X.W. India) 
(now restricted to Srinagar, Kashmir). 

Phylloscopus humii. Blanf. & Oates, i, }>. 410. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rather bright olive-green; a faint 
coronal streak greyish green; a broad siipereilium from the 
nostrils to the nape pale yellow ; the crown above the siipereilium 
being sometimes much darker than elsewhere; lores and a line 
through the eye dark brown ; wing-feathers dark brown edged 
with olive-green and with two broad wdng-bars formed by the 
pale )e)lo\v tips to the coverts ; tail dark brown edged with 
greenish outwardly and, in \ery fresh plumage, with a narrow 
whitish edging on the inner webs: sides of the head mixed brown 
and yellow; low^er jiliimage yellowish white, often tinged with 
ochre and darker on the breast; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brow^n; upper mandible dark 
horny-brown, lower mandible pale yellowish-horny, tipped darker ; 
legs and feet dark horny-brown to plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; w ing 51 to 
60 mm. ; tail 38 to 44 mm. ; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmeu 
8 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan, Tianschaii, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
Kashmir and Garhwal Hills. In Winter South to the greater 
part of Western India as far South as Travancore. To the East 
it IS found regularly as far as Western Bengal and Orissa, and 
straggles as far as Mudderpore, Manbhum and even Calcutta, from 
which places there are specimens in the British Museum. 

Nidification. Hume’s Willow-Warbler breeds over the whole of 
its Summer habitat between 7,000 and 12,000 feet, making a 
domed nest of grass which it places on the ground, preferably on 
a bank, in scrub-jungle or in open country. The lining is of finer 
grass, sometimes with a little hair mixed and is never of feathers 
as in the nests of so many other Willow-Warblers, The normal 
clutch of eggs is four, sometimes three and rarely five. The 
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ground is pure white speckled and spotted with reddish brown^ 
often coalescing at the larger end to form a ring or ca]). 
Fifty eggs average 14*3 x 11*3 mm.: maxima 15*5X12 0 mm. 
minima 13*0 X 11*0 and 13*1 x 10*4 mm. The first few eggs are 
laid in early May and they continue to lay until the end of June. 

Habits. Hume’s Willow-Warbler is found in Summer in the 
open grass-lands, between 8,000 feet and the snow-line, which are 
surrounded with forests of fir, pine or birch. They especially 
affect such as have an ample supply of small streams, on the 
banks of which they breed. The call-note is a loud double note 
sounding like whee-it, constantly repeated, the song being merely 
this note sharply and quickly reitemted. The alarm-note of the 
female is said to sound like tiss-yij}. They keep much to trees^ 
when hunting for insects but also may be found in bush and scrub 
cover. 


(871) Phylloscopus humii praemium *. 

The Crowded Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus hu7mi pracmium Mathews and Iredale, Aus. Av. 

Kecord, iii, p. 44 (1916) (Russia). 

Phylloscopus superciliosm. Blanf. ^ Oates, i, p. 409. 

Phylloscopus mnndellii. Id., ibid., p, 411. 

Vernacular names. Daotisha horo (Cucliari). 

Description. Similar to P, h, Immii but very much darker. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in P. h. hnmii. 

Distribution. Breeding from the Ob to Kan»chatka in Siberia 
as far South as Lake Baikal and Baikalia, Mongolia, N. China 
and a great part of Tibet and North-West China. In Winter 
South to Bengal. Assam, Burma, South China and the Indo 
Chinese countries. It also straggles into Russia and Eastern 
Europe and rarely into Western Europe and Oreat Britain. 

I cannot separate P. mandellii. As far as 1 know, no form of 
P. humii breeds South of Tibet in Sikkim and certainly none 
breed in the Kbasia Hills. The very dark head and rich 
coloration on which Oates relies as distinguishing features seem 
to be individual characters which crop up in both races all over 
their habitat. 

Hidification. Similar to that of P. 7(. humii ^ making a ball-nest 
of grass lined with hair and placed on a bank under the shelter of 
a bush, fern or patch of grass. The eggs cannot be distinguished 
from those of Hume’s Willow-Warbler. Hartert gives the 
measurements of fifty eggs as follow^s: average 14*0 x 11*25 mm. i 
maxima 16*0 x 12*0 mm.; minima 13*0 x 11*0 mm. 


* It is unfortunaUly impossible to use the name P. itwriiafm of Biytb for 
the Crowned Willow-Warbler, as Blyth himself stated subsequently that it does 
not apply to this species. 
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Specimens of birds nesting in Tibet and obtained in abraded 
breeding-plumage are very difficult to place, but seem to me to 
be of this race. In the South of Tibet and SikUm there are no 
authentic records of its having bred but in Ladak and N.B. Tibet 
it is not uncommon, though apparently very local. These latter 
birds have hitherto been recorded as P. h, humii but may possibly 
prove to be P. h. superciliosus. 

Habits. Similar to those of Hume’s Willow-Warbler. 


Genus ACANTHOPNEUSTE. 

Acanthopnenste Blasius, Naum. p. 313 (1868). 

Type, A. borealis (Bias.). 

The genus Acanthopneuste differs from Phylhscopus^ as already 
remarked, in having a larger and heavier bill and in having the 
nostrils overhung by hairs, which grow right up to the culmen. 
There are seven species which occur in India, geographical races 
of which have hitherto been given the rank of species. In many 
cases species which have a race breeding in the far North and 
visiting India in Winter on migration have a representative race 
breeding in the Himalayas which is sedentary or only locally 
migratory. These are very close to one another in appearance, 
and, in consequence, records of occurrence, uidification, etc., are 
often very contradictory and puzzling. 

Key to Species, 

A. With uo band on crown of head. 
a. Second primary about equal to sixth .. 
h. Second primary between sixth and 

eighth. 

a'. Wing-bars white or inconspicuous. . 
b*. Wiug-bars yellow and conspicuous . 

c. Second primary about equal to tenth .. 

B. WMth a coronal band. 

d. Inner webs of outormo.st tail-feathers 

with no white edging or only slightly 
developed; second primary between 
sixth and eighth. 

e. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers wholly 

white or with broad white edging; 
second primary between eighth and 
tenth. 


A, borealis, p. 471. 

A. mtidiis, p. 473. 

A. maynirostris, p. 476. 
A. luyuhriSy p. 478, 

A, occipitalis, p. 479. 

A. trochiloides, p. 480. 


Acanthopneuste borealis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Head and back the same olive-green; 

first primary generally under 11 mm. .. A,b. borealis, p. 472. 

B. Head more grey and darker than ba<»k; 

first primary generally over 11 mm. A. b, xanthodiyas, p. 472. 
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<872) Acanthopneuste borealis borealis. 

Tub Arctic Willow-WaRblbr. 

PhyllopnmsU horealu Blas.^ Naum., 1858, p. 313 (Lake Ochotska). 

Acanthopneuste borealis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 412. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, including exposed parts of 
wings and tail olive-green, a little lighter on the rump ; wing- 
coverts tipped with yellowish white forming two wing-bars, 
conspicuous in fresh plumage but inconspicuous in abraded 
plumage, the tips to the median coverts being often completely 
worn away ; a well-defined supercilium from the nostrils to the 
nape yellowish white sometimes tinged with buff; lores and a 
line behind the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts olive-brown, mottled 
with yellow; under plumage yellowish white, deeper yellow in 
Winter than in Summer; Hanks generally suffused with dusky; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, above 
dark brown tipped yellowish, below paler, the basal half almost 
orange-yellow; mouth bright orange-yellow*; legs and feet llesb- 
colour or yellowish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 04 to 
72 mm.; tail 45 to 51 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 21 mm.; culmen 
11 to 12 mm.; first primary 9 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Norway, North Eussia and Northern 
Asia to Dauria, Transbaikalia, Corea, Ussuri-land to Kamchatka. 
In Winter ISouth to Assam, Burma, Andamans, the Indo-Chinese 
countries and South China, etc. 

Nidification. Breeds during June, making a domed, or semi- 
domed, nest of moss and dried grass lined w ith finer grass and 
placed on the ground in deciduous forests. The eggs number five 
to eight, and are just like rather large eggs of the Common 
Willow-War bier. The ground-colour is pure wliite with numerous 
small specks of light reddish scattered over the whole surface. 
Hartert, quoting Pleske, gives the average size as 15'3 X 12*3 turn.; 
maxima 16*0x12*5 mm.; minima 15*0 x 12*0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Willow-AVarbler. 

(873) Acanthopueuste borealis xanthodryas. 

The Japai^esb Arctic Willow-Warbler. 

PhyUoscopus xanthodryas Swinh., P. Z. S., 1863, p. 226 (Amoy^. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Arctic Willow-Warbler but darker 
and greyer on the head and generally much more yellow below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in. the Arctic 
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Willow-Warbler but the first primary is very much larger, 
measuring 11 to 16 mm., generally over 14 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan, the Kuriles and ?Kamchatka; 
South in Winter to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and 
straggling into South Burma. 

Nidifilcation. The nests of this Warbler are like those of the 
preceding bird, and I have one clutch of eggs which could not 
possibly be distinguished from those of that species, though they 
are larger. The majority of eggs in private collections taken by 
Alan Owstou’s collectors are so large that they cannot be those of 
a Willow-Warbler and are probably those of the Japanese Wren. 
Habits similar to those of the Arctic AVillow-AVarbler. 

Acanthopneuste nitidus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Median wing-bar inconspicuous. 

a. Above light olive-green, below bright 

yellow. A. u. nitidm, p. 47;i 

h. Above browner, below much less 

bright vellow . A. n. ririda?iu-s, p. 474. * 

c. Darker above, in(3re grey below .... A. n. plumbeitarsusy p. 474. 

B. Median wing-bar very conspicuous; 

a very dark bird. A. n. safiiratus, p. 475. 


(^^■■1) Acanthopneuste nitidus nitidus. 

Tue (tueen Willow-Warbler. 

Phyllmcipus nitidus Blyth, ,1. A. S. 13., xii, p, 965 (184o) (Calcutta). 

Acanthopjieuste nitidus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 416. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage light olive-green, rather brighter 
on the rump; lores and a line behind the eye dark brown ; 
supercilium bright yellow ; wings brown, the feathers edged with 
green like the back and with two white or yellowish-white wing-bars 
formed by the tips to the coverts ; tail brown edged with greenish ; 
cheeks greenish yellow; whole lower parts bright yellow, the flanks 
greenish ; the axillaries and under wing-coverts pale bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-black above, 
yellowish-horny below; legs and feet olive-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 59 to 
64 mm.; tail 44 to 48 mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 inm.; culrnen 10 to 
11 mm. Second primary between sixth and seventh in length, 
sometimes equal to seventh. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Caucasas, Trauscaspia, Boebara 
and Persia. Possibly also Afghanistan and the N. W. Prontier. 
In Winter to practically the whole of India as far East as Calcutta 
and Ceylon. I never met with it in Assam. 
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Nidification. Nothing certain known. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This bird seems, at all events in* 
Winter, to frequent trees in pi’eference to lower growths. 

(875) Acanthopneuste nitidus viridanus. 

The Greenish Willow-Warbler 

Phylloscopus vmdanus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 967 (1843)^ 
(Calcutta). 

Acanlhopnemie viridantis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 414, 

Vernacular names. Inruite (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Similar to the Gi*eea AVillow-Warbler but much 
browner above and much less yellow below ; the wing-bar on the 
median coverts is wanting and the second is often obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in A. n. nitidvs ; 
wing 55 to 65 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in N.E. Europe, West Siberia to 
Turkestan, Tian-Schan, Tibet, Kashmir and Garhwal to Sikkim 
and Bills of Northern Assam. In Winter South to Assam, and 
practically the whole of India and Ceylon with the exception of 
Sind and Western Kajputana. 

Nidification. This AV’^arbler breeds in Kashmir and Garhwal 
from the middle of June to the middle of July, in Sikkim and the 
Assam Mountains from the end of May to June, whilst in Tibet 
few eggs will be found before July. The nest is a large untidy 
ball of grass and moss, mixed sometimes with a few roots and 
dead leaves. The lining is of hair, either of goats, yaks or horses, 
occasionally mixed with fur. The nest is always placed on the 
ground; generally on a steep bank in among juniper or other 
scrub, ferns or grass; occasionally quite in the open and once 
I found a nest in among mossy boulders on a road-side. The 
eggs, four in number, are pure white, of a soft texture and almost 
glossless ; thirty-six eggs average 15’J^ x 119 mni.: maxima 16*8 X 
12*0 mm. and 16*0 x 12*6 mm.; minima 13*2 X 10 3 mm. 

Habits. Tlie Greenish Willow-Warbler is a bird of well-wooded . 
areas, though during the breeding-season it may be found in open 
places if surrounded by woods. In Winter it keeps principally to 
the higher branches of trees of some size, though the smaller 
Acacias which attract so many insects are a favourite resort. 


(876) Acanthopneuste nitidus plumbeitarsus. 

Midbendorff’s Willow-Warbler. 

rhylloscopu$ plumheitartiU9 Swinb., Ibis, 1861, p. 333 (Taku and 
Peking). 

Acanthopnemte phimbeitarsm. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 414. 
Vemacnlar napnes. None recorded. 
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Description. A darker bird above than A. n, viridaniis and 
below more grey, less yellow. A few birds have faint signa 
of a bar on the median coverts but this is by no means 
constant and fornjs a very poor character for diagnosis. Swinhoe^s 
type, which is in the British Museum collection, agrees perfectly 
wdth the Burmese specimens and not with the next race. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in A. n. tiitidus. 

Distribution. Breeding in Transbaikalia to Ochotsk and N.W^ 
China; in Winter to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries, 
Malay Peninsula, Burma and occasionally Assam. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs taken by Dybowski and Godlewski 
during June and July in Transbaikalia were like those of the 
Greenish Willow-Warbler and the eggs measured between 15 x 
and 15-8 x 11*6 iiim. 

Habits. Like those of the preceding race. Owing to the fact 
that our older writers on Indian birds did not realize that 
geographical races existed, there has been much confusion over 
records of the various subspecies of A. nitidus and other Oriental 
Willow-Warblers. This has l)een further complicated because, 
though each race has a fairly well-defined breeding-area, their 
Winter haunts often overlap. The present Willow-Warbler is 
not found farther West in Winter than Assam, where it is fairly 
common in the Eastern portions and, again, 8outh in the Surma 
Valley. In the Western districts of Assam and in Eastern 
Bengal the last race takes its place. 

(877) Acanthopneuste nitidus saturatus. 

Till: Ann AM Willovv-Warblek. 

Acantho}memte nitidus saturatus Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xliv^ 
p. 02 (1924) (I)abau, South Annam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very deep-coloured bird, with dark olive-green 
upper parts, brighter and greener on the rump ; the uuderparts 
very grey with yellow smears on the abdomen and breast; the 
wing-bars are much more conspicuous at all seasons than they are 
in any other race and are very white; the superciliiim is very 
broad and very wdiite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark ; "maxilla blackish or dark 
brown; mandible dull yellow or ocbreous with a dark tip ; feet 
and legs brown, olive-brown or dark brown, sides ocbreous’^ 
{Robinson 4* Kloss). 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 62 mm.; tail 40 to 44 mm.; tarsiis 
,19 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Manchuria; Winter, Annam, Yunnan 
and Northern 8haa States. 

Nididcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the other races. 
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(878) Acanthopneuste magnirostris. 

Thb La-rge-billed Willow-Warbler. 

Phylloscopus maytiirostris Blyth, J. A, S. B., xii, p. 906 (1843) 
(Calcutta). 

Acanthojmeust^ mcignirostns. BJaiif. & Oates, i, p. 415. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage dark olive-green, the head darker 
and more grey, the rump rather brighter; wing-feathers brown 
edged with bright olive-green and with two yellowish or buffy- 
white wing-bars formed by the tips of the median and greater 
coverts; th^e median bar seldom shows at all within a very short 
time after the moult; tail brown, edged with green on the outer 
webs and with narrow white edges to the tips of the inner webs; 
supercilium yellowish white, broad and well defined; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown; cheeks and ear-coverts mottled green 
and yellowish ; lower plumage yellowish white, suffused with olive- 
grey on the breast and flankvS; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
greyish yellow. 



Figs. 77 and 78.—Bill and wing of A. 



Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, upper 
mandible dark horny with pale yellowish or fleshy edges, lower 
mandible fleshy-horny with dark tip ; legs and feet pale fleshy- 
plumbeous to deep fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 to 135 mm.; wing 64 
to 72 mm.; tail 46 to 53 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

The second primary is intermediate in length between the 
seventh and eighth ; the firpt primary is very large. 

,Distribution. Breeding from Kashmir, Ladak, Tibet to Kansu. 
In Winter South numerously to Rajputana, Central India, Behar, 
Bengal, Assam and Burma, less frequently still farther South to 
Central Burma. Hume records it from Tenasserim, but there 
are no specimens from that district in his collection. 

Midification. The Large-billed Willow-Warbler breeds in great 
numbers during the months of June, July and August in South 
Kashmir, the Murree Hills, Simla States and Garhwal, between 
7,500 and 12,000 feet. The nest is a round ball of grass, rather 
loosely and untidily put together, more or less mixed with moss, 
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roots and stems of maiden«hair fern and lined with grass alone or 
with a little hair mixed. It is placed on the ground or in a hole 
in the sloping bank of a ravine or some steep hill-side, a very 
favourite site being among the roo's of a pine or other tree, often 
well inside a rather deep hole. The eggs, four or five in number, 
are pure white, rather glossy and bigger than those of any other 
bird of the genera Phylloscopus and Acanthopneuste, Fifty eggs 
average 18*2 X 13*2mm.: maxima 20*0x13*0 mm.; minima 16*0 X 
13*0 and 17*0 x 12*7 mm. 

Habits. The Large-billed Willow-Warbler is essentially a forest- 
bird, though it preters such as have open glades and grassy spaces, 
where it haunts both the lower tangle of jungle and rocks and 
the higher trees. It lias a clear, pretty little song of four notes, 
constantly repeated and almost more like that of a Kobin than 
that of a Willow-Warbler. It is generally found near streams and 
ravines through which a certain amount of water trickles. In 
the Cold Weather it is abundant over the greater part of Northern 
India and Assam, becoming more rare in Southern India. 


(879) Acanthopneuste tenellipes. 

The Pale-legged Willow-Warbler. 

PhylloRcopXis tenellipes Swinh., Ibis, 1860, p. 53 (Amoy). 

Acanthopneubte tmellipes, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 41C. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper pluniage, wings and tail brown, tinged vith 
olive on the back, head and scapulars and suffused with ochraceous 
on the rump, upper tail-coverts and edges of the tail; concealed 
portions of wing dark brown ; median coverts faintly, greater 
coverts more strongly, tipped Avith buff, forming wing-bars; 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape dark buff over the lores 
and paling behind the eye to white; lores and behind the eye 
dark brown; ear-coverts mingled buff and brown; below white, 
the vent and under tail-coverts yellow to buff, and the flanks and 
breast aho tinged with this colour in varying degrees; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries yellow to buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill above horny-brown, 
below fleshy-brown; legs and feet pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 59 to 
65 mm.; tail 40 to 46 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 ram.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. 

Young are very green above and brighter below. 

Distribution. Breeding in Amurland, North China, |Korea and 
Japan. In Winter South to China, Burma, Malay States and 
intervening Indo-Chinese countries. 

Nidification. The only known eggs of this species were taken 
by Alan Owston's collectors in Japan. They are pure white^ 
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glbssless and measure 14*9 x 12*0 and 15*0 x 12 0 inm. They were 
taken on the 12th May from a domed nest in a bank. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(880) Acanthopneuste lugubris. 

The Dull Gheen Willow-Wakbler. 

Phyllopneuste lugubris Blytb, A. M. N. H., xii, p. 98 (1843) (Calcutta). 

Acanthoptieuste luguln'is. IManf. & Oates, i, p. 417. 

Vernacular names. None recoi-ded. 

Description. Very like A, mcignlrostris, from which it differs in 
wing-formula. It is slightly darker and smaller; the superciliary 
streak is less developed and is more greenish yellow, less buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Large-billed Willow-Warbler. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 55 to 
^4 mm.; tail 41 to 49 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. The second primary is intermediate between the 
ninth and tenth. 

Distribution. Breeding from Garliwal to East Tibet and N.W. 
•China and the Tsinling Mts., also possibly Kashmir. In Winter, 
Eastern India, Assam^ Burma, Yunnan, Aiinaiii, Siam, Malay 
States and South China. 

Nidification. Mr. S. L. Whymper took several nests of this bird 
in the Nila Valley in Garhwal m 1910, and later Mr. B, B. 
Osmaston found it breeding between 11,500 and 12,500 feet 
elevation in the Dhauli Valley of the same hills. A nest taken by 
the latter in a crevice in the side of an old birch-tree, about six 
inches from the ground, was built of moss and lichen lined with 
felted moss mixed with a few hairs and feathers. It v\as well put 
together, domed, and was taken on the 26th June. The two 
eggs it contained were pure white and measured 15*7 x 11‘7 mm. 
A nest and eggs sent me from Gyantse in Tibet resemble m every 
resi^ect those found by Mr. Osmaston. The eggs vary in size 
between 16 2x 12*2 and 15*5 x 11*7 mm., and were taken on the 
28th June at an altitude of about 13,000 feet. 

Habits. In Summer this Willow-Warbler is found at great 
heights, seldom below 10,000 feet and in Tibet certainly up to 
15,000 feet. In Winter it wanders South in India into Bengal, 
Assam and Burma South to Tenasserim. The numerous records 
of its occurrence in the South and West are probably due to 
mistakes in identification, though it is almost certain to occur in 
the plains of the United Provinces. It is found during the 
breeding-season in forested country with open glades and grass- 
covered hill-sides but in Winter in almost any kind ot country 
provided there are sufficient trees. Osmaston says that its note 
is a loud Sparrow-like cbirp, repeated several times in succession. 



ACASTHOPUltUSXB. 


47 a 


Acanthopneuste occipitalis. 

A. Above paler; below yellowish, the under 

tail-coverts not contrasting with the 

abdomen . A. o, occipitalis, p. 479. 

IB. Above darker; yellow under tail-coverts 

contrasting with almost white abdomen . A. o. coronatus, p. 480. 

(881) Acanthopneuste occipitalis occipitalis. 

The Laege Crowked Willow-Warbler, 

Phyllopnemte occipitalis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 593 (1845) 
(S. India). 

Acanthopneuste occipitalis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 418. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. An irregular coronal streak from the forehead to 
the nape yellowish grey ; a fairly well-defined pale yellow super- 
ciliutn to the nape ; remainder of the upper plumage olive-green, 
the head darker and more brown ; wing-feathers brown edged 
with olive-green and with yellow tips to the median and greater 
coverts forming two wing-bars, the former often shght and some¬ 
times absent; tail brown edged with olive-green; lores and 
feathers behind the eye brown ; ear-coverts and cheeks yellow 
mixed with dusky ; below yellowish white suffused with brown on 
the breast and flanks; axillaries and under wing-coverts bright 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny or horny-brown 
above, below pale horny or yellowish ; legs and feet pale brown or 
plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 58 to 

mm.; tail 44 to 50 mm. ; tarsus 17 to 18 mm.; culmeu 11 to 
12 mm.; second primary intermediate between sixth and seventh. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Kashmir and 
Garhwal Hills. In Winter South to Travancore and Orissa in 
India; East to Bengal and rarely to Assam. 

Nidiffcation. The Large Crowned Willow-Warbler is an ex¬ 
ceedingly common bird from the North-West Frontier to Nepal, 
breeding during May and June between 0,500 and 9,000 feet. It 
makes a nest principally of moss, but sometimes mixed with a 
little hair, grass or fur. It is lined with scraps of moss felted 
together in a pad which is sometimes mixed wnth the same 
materials. In shape it fits the hole in w hich it is placed, sometimes 
being cup-shaped and at others domed or semi-domed, the entrance 
to the ludlow being banked up with moss leaving a small circular 
hole for the birds to go in and out by. It may be placed in 
practically any hole in bank, wall, dead tree, living tree or even 
in an old building, whilst Rattray found it breeding under the 
caves of bungalows in Murree. The nest is generally very well 
hidden but the birds are so noisy and demonstrative when it is 
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approached that it is easy to find it once one knows the habits of 
the birds themselves. The eggs number four to six and are pure 
white with a fair gloss. Fifty eggs average 16-4x 12*7 mm,: 
maxima 18 0 x 13*0 and 17*3 x 13*2 mm.; minima 15*0 X 12*0 and 
15*1 X 11*9 mm. 

Habits. This Warbler is a bird of forests and well-wooded areas 
and where there are sufficient trees will come into gardens and 
compounds, being far more confiding and familiar in its ways than 
most Willow-Warblers. In Winter it is extremely common in 
the greater part of Northern India^ and it has been found as far 
South as Travancore and is not uncommon in the Southern 
Bombay Presidency. 1 found it not rare over the whole of Assam 
during October and again in March, most birds passing through 
and not wintering in that Province. It is an extraordinarily active, 
energetic little bird, ever on the move and often fluttering into 
the air after passing insects and catching them on the wing like 
a Flycatcher. 

(882) Acantbopnenste occipitalis coronatus. 

Tkmminck's CROWI^EI) Willow-Wahblek. 

Fivetlnla coronata Temm. & Schl., Faun. Jap., Avea, p. 4S (1847) 
(Japan). 

Acnfithopneuste coronata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 417. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to occipitaUs but darker, especially on the 
head ; below whiter with the under tail-coverts bright pale yellow, 
contrasting with the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements. ITie same as in 
A. 0 . occipitalis. The second primary is intermediate between the 
seventh and eighth. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Siberia, Korea and Japan. In 
Winter South to China, Formosa, the Indo-Chinese countries to 
Burma, Manipur aud Eastern Assam. 

Nidification. This Willow-Warbler breeds in Japan from the 
middle of May to the end of June, making a nest very similar in 
structure and site to that of the preceding race. It lays five to 
seven eggs, pure white and measuring about 16*6 x 12*6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the Large Crowned Willow-Warbler, but 
apparently not so confiding a bird and keeping further away from 
human habitations. 

Acanthopneuste trocbiloides. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Below yellow or yellowish white. 

a. Outer tail-feathers merely tipped and 
narrowly edged with white on the inner 

weh ... *. • A,t. trochiloidesy p. 481. 
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h. Outer tail-feathers broadly tipped and 


edged with white.. A,i, harterii^ p. 481 

c. Outer tail-feathers wholly white on inner 

web. A. t, daviaonif p. 482. 

B. Below white with an oily-green tinge. ... A. t. claudia, p. 483. 


(883) Acanthopneuste trochiloides trochiloides. 

Blttii’b Crowned Willow-Waeblee. 

Acanthiza trochiloides Sundev., Physio. Sallskapets Tidsk., i (1838) 
(Calcutta). 

Acanthoimemte trochiloides. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 419. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. o. occipitalis but darker and greener 
than either that bird or A. o. coronata, darker and more yellow 
below, smaller and with a different wing-formula. The outer tail- 
feathers nearly always have a white tip and edge to the inner web, 
these white markings sometimes extending to the three outer 
pairs. 

Colours of soft parts as in o. occipitalis. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 51. to 
01 mm.; tail 31 to 43 min.; tarsus 16 to 17 mm.; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Afghanistan frontier through Gilgit 
and Kashmir to Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim and Tibet. Winters in 
Bengal, Assam, Burma to Tenasserim. 

Nidiftcation. Tliis Willow-AVarbler breeds throughout the 
North-West Himalayas between 7,000 and 10,000 feet. Col. 
Kattray describes the nest and eggs as being very similar to those 
of A, 0 . occipitalis, but the birds are much more quiet and secretive 
and do not give away the site of their nest so readily. The eggs 
are pure white and twenty-five average 15*9 x 12*0 mm.: maxima 
17*1 X 12*2 and 16*1 x 12 3 mm. ; minima 14*4 X 11 *7 and 14*6 X 
11*2 mm. The birds breed during May, June and July. 

Habits. Those ol the genus. So far as is recorded and 
according to my own experience, this Warbler is strictly arboreal, 
hunting for insects very liiirh up in tall trees. 1 have never seen 
it hawking for insects on the wing. 

(884) Acanthopneuste trochiloides harterti. 

Bakee’s Willow-Wabbeeb. 

Acanthopneuste trochiloides harterti Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xxxi, 
p. 36 (1912) (Khasia Hills, breeding). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A, t, trochiloides, but in general colour 
darker and brighter ; the yellow bars broader aud more yellow ; 
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the white on the inner webs of the outer rectrices greater in 
extent, the outermost pair often having the whole inner web 
more or less white, mottled with pale brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in A. t. trochiloides. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 56 mm.; tail 38 to 43 mm.; 
tarsus about 17 to 18 nitn.; culmen about 9 mm. The second 
primary is intermediate between the 8th and 10th, sometimes 
equal to the 10th. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Mountains of Assam, South of 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur. La Touche’s “ disiurhans” a winter 
bird found in Yunnan, appears to be the same as this. In Winter 
South to Bengal, Burma, Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. This little Warbler breeds throughout Assam 
South of the Brahmaputra and Manipur above 4,500 feet, making 
a beautiful little ball-shaped nest of green moss, mixed occasion¬ 
ally with hair and grass and lined with small soft feathers, silk 
cotton-down, or, less often, merely with a felt of moss-scraps. 
The greater number of nests are placed in banks in Pine-forests, 
and where the hole is at all deep the nest may be cup-shaped or 
only semi-domed. The birds are very noisy, and call repeatedly 
when one approaches the nest, so that it is impossible to miss it. 
Tlie eggs number four to six and are pure white, though rarely a 
few faint specks of red are visible. Fifty eggs averageiijiiiima 
11*9 mrn.: maxima 17*0 X 11*6 and 16*1x130 mm.; 

13*6 X 10*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of A, t. irochiloides. This Warbler keeps in 
preference to open Pine-forests. It is resident all the year round 
in the hills, merely moving a little vertically with the season into 
the plains at the foot of them. 


(885) Acanthopneuste trochiloides davisoni. 

The Tbnassebim White-tailed Willow-Waeblee. 

Acardhopneiiite davisoni Oates, N. & Fggs of Ind. B., i, p. 269 
(1889) (Muleyit), nora. nud.; Oates, Fauna B. I., i, p. 420 (descr.) 
(1889). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from A. t. harterti in having the whole of 
the inner web of the outermost feather pure white and more white 
also in the next pair. It is darker and duller above, and has less 
yellow below. 

Colours of soft parts as in A, t, trochiloides. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 52 (one, 55) mm.; tail 36 to 40 
mm.; tarsus 16 mm.; culmen 8 to 9 mm.; 2nd primary between 
9th and lOth. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Burmese Hills from Karenni to 
Tenasserim. One specimen from Yunnan collected by Forrest 
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has the whole inner web of the outermost tail-feathers white; it 
has the underparts also like those of davisoni and not the silky, 
rather oily-green white of claudice. It is a December bird, and 
may possibly have wandered thus far. It may also extend to the 
Kachiu Hills and Shan States. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs taken in Tenasserim (Muleyit) by 
Davison in February and by my own collector in May were 
exactly like those of A. t, liarterti. Other nests taken by 
Harington, Grant and Ilopwood in the Bhamo Hills in April to 
July were also similar but I have seen no specimens from these 
Hills and they may be referable to liarterti, though all three of 
these close observers are positive as to the identity of their birds 
with davisoni. The eggs are indistinguishable from those of the 
preceding bird. Like those they are more glossy and stout-shelled 
than any eggs of Munias, but less glossy, smooth and stout than 
those of the genus Seicercus. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

( 886 ) Acanthopneuste trochiloides claudise. 

L v Touche’s Ytjnnax Willow-Warbler. 

Acayithopiieustr trochiloides claudice La Touche, Bull. B. O. C., xliii, 
p. 22 (1922) (Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A, i, trochiloides, but practically white 
underneath, with just a tinge of oily-green; the under tail-coverts 
are yellow; the wing-bars well developed, and the coronal streak 
and supereilia conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parte as in the other races. 

Measurements. 1 make this out a much smaller bird than 
La Touche does. His series of specimens in the British Museum 
have wings ranging from 52 to 6(3 min. 

Distribution. Y^unnan only so far as is known at present. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genus MUSCITREA. 

Muscitrea Blytli, J. A. S. B., xvi, j). 121 (1843), 

Type, Tephrodornis grisola Blyth, 1843. 

The genus Muscitrea is one which it has been very difficult to 
place, in part owing to the plumage of the young bird not being 
known. Mr. B. B. Osmaston has now shown (Journal Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. xvii, p. 159) that the young is at no stage spotted 
or squamated, characteristics which at once prevent it being placed 
either in the Muscicapidan or the Pericrocotidce (Canipephagidce^, 
As the voung is paler, but brighter, than the adult, it appears best 

2i2 
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suited by its other characters to a place in this family, though, 
even in this it is somewhat aberrant. 

In Muscitrea the sexes are alike. The bill for a Warbler is- 
exceptionally strong*, deep and is much compressed laterally; 
there are three strong rictal bristles and there are numerous 
supplementary hairs which overhang the nostrils; the wing is 
long and the first primary large, exceeding in length half the 
second ; the tail is square. 

(887) Muscitrea grisola grisola. 

The Grey FLYOAxcnER-W arbler. 

Te^rodamis gHsola Blyth, J. A.S. B., xii, p. 180 (1843) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

Mmcitrea grisola, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 31. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail rufous olive-brown, 
more ashy-brown on the crown and nape ; the secondaries and 
greater wing-coverts are edged with a more rufous-brown ; 



Figs, 79 and 80.—Head and bill of M. g. grisola. 


underparts white, the breast suffused with ashy and the throat 
often mottled with ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown ; bill dark brown to 
blackish ; mouth flesh-colour; legs and feet horny-brown to 
plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 170 mm.; wing 81 
to 89 mm.; tail 55 to 01 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 
13 to 14 mm. 

The young birds are much more rufous and, even in'adult birds, 
the older seem to get greyer and paler than birds of the first 
year. 

Nestling. Still more rufous, the eocondaries being almost 
wholly of this colour and pure white below. 

Distribution. Andamans, Arrakan, Pegu, Tenasserim, Annam, 
Siam, Malay Peninsula and Islands, Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidiflcation. According to Mr. Osmaston this Warbler “ breeds 
in May and June and two eggs only are laid. The nest is rather 
a thin, flimsy cup-shaped structure made of roots, which are 
attached by cobwebs to the twigs supporting it. The eggs could 
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ibe seen from below through the nest, which was imlined and 
somewhat resembled that of a Bulbul. The nests were all in 
small trees from to 12 feet from the ground. The eggs are 
slightly glossy, dark cream or pale cafe-au-lait spotted with dark 
yellowish brown or sepia. The spots are rather small and not 
numerous, and they tend to form a zone towards the big end. 
The eggs remind one a little of those of Rhipidura albicollis. They 
vary very little in size, the mean of 8 eggs being *85" x 

Habits. Not uncommon round about Port Blair, frequenting 
there, as elsewhere, open jungle and clearings in forest. It is said 
to be a quiet unobtrusive bird very like a Flycatcher or a Warbler 
of the genus Seicercus in its habits, sometimes catching insects on 
the wing and, at other times, on the branches and trunks of trees. 
Mr. Osmastoii says that it has a fine loud whistle which it repeats 
three or four times or prolongs into one long note, followed by 
another either higher or lower in key. 


Genus SEICERCUS. 

^cicerctis Swiiinson, Class. Birds, p. 84 (1837). 

Type, Cri/ptoloplia axireicapilla^Sylvia btirkii Bartou, 1835. 

The name Cryitiolopha Swainson, which occurs on p. 259, op, cii., 
cannot be used, as it is antedated by Seicetws on p. 84. Swainson, 
in creating the name Cryptolopha^ merely says that he does so to 
replace the name Seicercus^ which might possibly be confused with 
Seiiirus. This genus includes a large number of Oriental 
AVarblers which superficially very closely approach the Fly¬ 
catchers in appearance, more especially in the very great 
development of the frontal hairs. The young, however, are 
neither spotted nor squamated, but paler and even brighter than 
the adults, as is usual in the Sylviidce, 

In Seicercm the bill is about half the length of the head, very 
broad and blunt; the rictal bristles are greatly developed and the 
supplementary hairs reach beyond the nostrils and, in some cases, 
almost to the tip of the bill; the wing is rather rounded, the 
first primary small, the second and third graduated; the tail is 
moderate, square or, occasionally, slightly forked. It has a 
partial Spring moult. The species are not migratory, though they 
move vertically to some extent with the seasons. 


Key to Species, 

A. Entire lower plumage deep yellow. 

a. Lateral bands on crown blackish; 
median band well defined, 
a', A white ring round eye ; sides of 

head bluish grey. /S', qffinisy p. 48G. 

b\ A yellow ring round eye ; sides of 

head vellowish . S. burkii^ p. 487. 
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b. Lateral bands on head ashy; median 

band ill-deiined. ^'iduthoschtstusj p. 4oo. 

B. Lower plumage not entirely yellow. 

c. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers w’hite. 

c\ Chin grey ; crown blackish. S. poliogenySy p. 491. 

d\ Chin, throat and upper breast grey ; 

crown chestnut . S. castaueoceps, p. 492. 

d. Inner webs of tail-feathers not white.. iS. cantatory p. 492. 


(888) Seicercus affinis. 

The Allied Flycatciier-Warblek. 

Ahromis ajffinis (Ilodgs.) Horsf. & Moore, Cat., i, p. 341 (1854) 
(Nepal). 

Cryptolopha affinis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 422. 

Vernacalar names. Inshushia-gate (Kucha Nagu). 

Description. Centre of crown from forehead to nape bluish 
grey; sides of crow'n and nape black ; lores yellowish green, 
almost white above ; superciliuin bluish grey, tinged with green ; 
a ring round the eye white, interrupted above by a black patch ; 
upper plumage and visible portion of wings bright olive-greeti ; 
the greater wing-coverts tipped yellow; tail olive-green, the two 
outer pairs of tail-feathers white on the greater portion of the 
inner webs ; sides of the head bluish grey; entire lower plumage, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts bright yellow ; flanks tinged 
w'ith olive, never very pronounced. 

The third pair of tail-feathers occasionally have a spot of white 
at the tip of the inner w eb. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill above horny-brown,, 
below' yellowish flesh-colour to yellow; legs and feet horny-yellow 
to yellowish-fleshy, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 52 to 58 
min.; tail 42 to 45 mrn.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 9 to 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to East Assam, North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachin Hills and Annam {ocularis Bob. 
& Kloss, ‘Ibis,^ 1919, p. 448). 

Nidification. The Allied Flycatcher-Warbler breeds from the 
middle of April to the middle of June, from 4,000 feet up to about 
7,000 or perhaps 8,000 feet, making a beautiful domed nest of 
green moss, sometimes mixed with a few roots and bits of dead 
leaf. The lining is of moss, well felted together and nearly always 
with a dense over-lining of cotton-down or vegetable-silk. Most 
nests are placed on the grouud on mossy banks or the sides of 
ravines in Evergreen or Pine forests but occasionally it is built 
in among the living moss growing on some fallen log or dead stump. 
The eggs, which number four or five, are pure white, moderately 
glossy and rather fragile. Thirty eggs average 15*4 x 12*4 mm. : 
maxima 16*3 x 12*7 and 15*3 x 131 mm. ; minima 141 x 121 mm. 
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Habits. In the Cold Weather months this little Warbler keeps 
principally to tree-forest or to mixed giant bamboo and tree- 
jungle, but in Summer it resorts more to the scrub and under¬ 
growth in dense humid evergreen forest. It is an intensely 
active, energetic little bird; now catching insects on the wing 
from some fixed perch like a Flycatcher, now bustling in and out 
of branches and foliage, hunting every leaf and every cranny in 
the bark for spiders and ants. J t is practically never still, except 
when singing its sweet little song and, even then, it expresses its 
surplus energy in quivering wings and pulsating throat. It 
displays, like all the species both of this genus and Ahrornis, by 
fluffing out all its feathers, spreading its tail and wing, whilst it 
cowers low’ down on some small branch close to the female; then 
suddenly it stands erect and bursts into song; sings rapidly for 
a minute or two and then repeats the display. It is a very bold 
little bird and seems to have no fear of man, although, from its 
hjibits, it comes little under observation. 


Seicercus burkii. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Coronal streak and sides of the head 

green, hardly tinged with grey .... S. b, burkii, p. 487. 

B. Coronal streak and sides of the head 

grey, hardly tinged witli green .... S, b. tephrocephcduSy p. 488. 


(889) Seicercus burkii burkii. 

The Bl4Ck:-hiiowed Fltcatcher-Warbleb. 

Sylvia burkii Burton, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 153 (Himalayas). 

Ciyptolopba burkii, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 424. 

Vernacular names, lushushia-gadeba (Kacha xsaga). 

Description. Differs from S, affinis in having a yellow ring all 
round the eye; the central coronal streaks and sides of the head 
are green, much the same in tint as the upper parts and in but few 
eases faintly tinged with grey; the lateral coronal bauds are a 
browuier black and are not carried so far down the nape; upper 
parts a lighter olive-green and lower parts more tinged with 
orange. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; upper mandible horny- 
brown to almost black, low'er mandible yellowy-horny; legs and 
feet pale horny-yellow'. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 to 115 mm.; wing 55 
to 60 mm. (one 63 and tw o specimens 62 mm.); tail 45 to 
46 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmeu about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from extreme North-West and 
Kashmir to Manipur, and Hills South and East of the Brahma¬ 
putra. 
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Nidification. The Black-browed Flycatcher-Warbler breeds in 
Assam from early April to the end of May, making a nest very 
similar to that of Seicercus affinity but dispensing witb the soft 
inner lining of vegetable-silk or cotton. It is nearly always 
placed on the ground and only exceptionally on dead trees and, 
even then, always quite close to the ground and carefully concealed. 
The eggs cannot be distinguished from those of the last bird but 
average a good deal larger. Forty eggrs average 16*1 x 12*3 nun.: 
maxima 16*7 X 13*1 mm. ; minima 16*9 X 11*8 mm. 

lu Assam it breeds from 4,500 to 7,000 feet, but in Sikkim 
Mr. Osniaston found it breeding in July at 6,500 feet, and 
Mr. H. Stevens thinks it breeds up to at least 9,000 feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species. 

(890) Seicercus burkii tephrocephalus. 

Anderson's Flycatcher-Warbler. 

Cultcipeta ttphrocephalus Anderson, P, Z. S., 1873, p. 213 (Bhamo). 

Ctyptolopha tephrocephala. Blanf, & Oates, i, ]>. 423. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very close in general appearance to S, affinis but 
with the yellow eye-ring of S. b. burkii ; the underparts also are 
similar to those of S. h, burkii. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 51 to 
58 mm.; tail 42 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 18 min.; culmen 
about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Hills of Burma from Chin Hills to Shan States, 
the Southern limits are not known. 

Nidification. Capt. F. E. W. Venning found this bird breeding 
at Haka, Chin Hills, in May, and Col. H. H. Harington obtained 
nests and eggs in the Bharno Hills in the same month. The nest 
differs from that of S, b. burkii in being outwardly composed 
principally of coarse grass ; the lining is of moss and down, as it ivS 
in the nest of that bird and the sites selected are similar, but the 
ground is more often covered with dead grass and bracken than 
with moss. 

It apparently breeds between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. 

The eggs are undistinguishable from those of S, b. burkii. 

Habits are those of the species. 

Seicercus xanthoschistus. 

Hodgson’s description of this bird is from specimens from 
Nepal, whilst Brooks describes Cryptolopha (= Seicercus) jerdoni 
as the Eastern representative of xanthoschistus. This latter bird is, 
however, the true Eastern form, and Brooks compared his 
specimens with Kashmir birds instead of Nepal ones as he should 
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liave done. His name jerdoni therefore becomes merely a 
synonym of xanthoschiatm. The next name applied to the 
Western race is that of Ahrornia albompereiliaris of Adams, used 
in his “ List of the Birds of Kashmir,'* P. Z. S. 1859, p. 182, and 
applied to this form by Jerdon in his ‘ Birds of India,* ii, p. 202, 
and sufficiently described therein. The Eastern form will there¬ 
fore bear Hodgson's name Seicercus xanthoachistus xanthoschisiuSy 
whilst the Western form must be called /S', x. dlhosuperciliaris. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A Darker everywhere; cheeks blackish 

brown. S. x. xanthoschistiiSy p. 489. 

B. Paler everywhere ; cheeks gre^^-brown S. x. albosuperciliartSf i). 490. 


(891) Seicercus xanthoschistus xanthoschistus. 

The Grey-headed Warbler. 

Phyllopnenste xanthnschintog Ilodgs., Gray, Cat. B. <S: M. Nepal and 
Tibet, p. IT)I (1846) (Nepal). 

Cryptolopha jerdoni. Blanf & Oates, ii, p. 425. 

Vernacular names. Inshushia (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape, mantle and back ashy- 
grey, the centre of the crown paler and the sides very distinctly 
darker, almost blackish brown; scapulars, rump and upper tail- 
coverts yellowish olive-green ; tail brown edged with green and 
with the inner webs of the two outer tail-feathers white; a white 
superciliiini from the nostrils to the nape; lores and behind the 
eye blackish brown ; edges of the eyelids, above and below, white ; 
sides of the head and neck grey; below from chin to vent bright 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill above dark horny- 
brown, below yellow or horny-3'ellow; legs horny-yellow, 
yellowish-fleshy or, according to Oates, plumbeous, soles yellow, 
<daws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 45 to 
54 mm., generally under 53 mm.; tail 34 to 41 ram.; tarsus 
about 19 niiu.; culmen 9 to 10 ram. 

Distribution. Nepal, East to the extreme East of Assam, both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra and the Chin Hills, where 
it has been obtained in the liigher ranges about Mount Victoria. 

Nidification. This pretty little AVarbler breeds in the Assam 
Hills in April, May and June, occasionally having a second brood 
in July-August. Over most of its range it breeds between 3,500 
and 6,000 feet but in the Lakhimpur District it breeds at about 
1,000 feet upwards. In this corner of Assam, doubtless due to 
the nearness of the snowy ranges on either side of the valley, the 
avifauna at 1,000 feet is much the same as it is elsewhere at 
4,000 feet or even higher. The nest is a lovely little ball of vivid 
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green moss, very densely lined with soft vegetable silk or cotton,, 
the favourite material being the silk from the pods of the cotton- 
tree. The nest i» placed on the ground or low down in among 
the moss on some boulder or old stump and is very hard to find. 
I found one beautiful cup-shaped nest fixed in a fork of a fallen 
branch but this type of nest is quite abnormal. The eggs 
number four and are pure white, generally fairly glossy, in shape 
being rather pointed, broad ovals. Fifty eggs average 15*7 X 
11*9 mm.: maxima 16*2x12*0 and 15*2x12*2 uim.; minima 
14*1 X 10*5 mm. 

The eggs of this species are the most fragile and least glossy of 
the eggs of this genus. 

Habits. The Grey-headed Warbler is confined entirely during 
Summer to dense forests, either Evergreen or Pine and Fir, but 
in AVinter may be found often in bamboo-jungle and in the 
secondary growth which grows up in deserted cultivation. It i.s a 
lively, cheerful, little bird, catching insects both on the wing and 
among the branches of trees at all heights from the ground. It 
has a pretty trilling little song and has a habit of constantly 
spreading its tail-feathers to show the white of the inner webs. In 
the breeding-season it accompanies this action witli a puffing out of 
all the body-feathers, drooping and shivering its wings at the 
same time. It descends to the foot-hills and the adjacent plains 
in Winter, at which senson it is found all over Assam. 


(892) Seicercus xanthoschistus albosuperciliaris. 

The Kasumir Gbey-headki) Warbler. 

AhrornU albom^jerciliaris Jerdon (Adams, B. of Cashmere, P. Z. S., 
18-59, p. 182), B. of India, ii, p. 202 (1865) (Kashmir). 

Vrijptolopha xavthoschista. Blarif. & Oates, i, p. 425. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last bird but much paler, the sides 
of the head are grey-brown instead of blackish-brown, and the 
whole upper surface, wings and tail are paler botli on the grey and 
on the green parts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Total length about 105 to 110 mm.; wing 
63 to 59 mm.; tail 43 to 46 inui.; tarsus about 19 mm.; 
culmeii 9*5 to 10*5 ran. 

Distribution. From Garhwal and possibly the extreme West 
of Nepal to the extreme N.W. Frontier, Baluchistan, Afghanistan, 
and Ladak. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding race, but it is an 
earlier breeder, commencing to build in the end of March. The 
nests only differ in their lining, w hich consists of, first, goats* hair 
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or some similar material, and then wool. The eggs only differ 
in being larger and broader, averaging for fifty eggs 15*9 x 
12*5 mm.: maxima 17*0xl3‘3 mm.; minima 14*9X 12*0 mm. 
In Kashmir and the Simla States they breed between 5,000 and 
8,000 feet, but in Garhwal Mr. S. L. Whymper found them 
breeding higher still. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird, but wandering farther 
into the plains’ districts in Winter. It is common in the North- 
West Provinces and Punjab, and also wanders as far as the South 
of the United Provinces. 

(893) Seicercus poliogenys. 

The Gkey-cheeked Flycatcuer-Wabbleii. 

Culicipeta poliogenyslMyih^ J. A. S. B.,xvi, p. 441 (1847) (Darjiling). 

Ctyptolopha poliofjeyiys, lllanf. & Oates, i, p. 426. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A ring nearly round the eye white; forehead, 
crown, nape and directly round the ring blackish-ashy; a slightly 
paler coronal streak; lores, sides of head and neck dark grey, 
mottled with blackish ; lower cheeks and chin pale grey; back 
to tail-coverts yellowish olive-green ; wings brown, edged narrowly 
with olive-green and with a band of yellow^ formed by the tips of 
the greater coverts; tail brown, the three outer pairs of feathers 
almost wholly white on the inner w^ebs; lower plumage and 
axillaries bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible yellow^ or horn}-yellow'; legs and feet 
pale yellowish browm. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 50 to 
55 mm.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus 18 mm.; culraen 9 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal to the extreme East of Assam, North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Yunnan. 

Nidification. This Plycatcher-Warbler breeds during May and 
June between 4,000 and 8,000 feet both in Evergreen and in 
Pine forests, though it seems to prefer the former. The nest is 
typical of the genus, a green ball of moss, but in this species the 
lining is of moss-scraps and moss-roots worked into a sort of felt, 
sometimes an inch or more thick. It is nearly ahvays placed on 
the ground, though a few are built against rocks and trees. The 
eggs, four in number, are white, more glossy than most and are 
rather broad ovals in shape. Forty eggs average 15*8 x 12*5 mm.: 
maxima 18*0 x 12*3 and 16*3 x 13 0 min.; minima 15*0 x 11'2 inni. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is found principally between 
3,500 and 8,000 feet and is very sedentary, moving very little 
with the seasons and not w^andering into the Plains like most of 
the other Flycatcher-Warblers in AVinter. 
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(894) Seicercus castaneoceps castaneoceps. 

The Chestnut-hbaded Fetcatchbr-Warbler. 

Abromis castaneoceps Gi’ay, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, pp. 66, 162 (1846) 
(Nepal). 

Cryptoiopha castaneiceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 427. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown bright chestnut; lateral 
band of black, commencing above the eye, where it is much 
suffused with chestnut and broadening on the nape; between 
these bauds on the nape and edging it on either side, whitish; a 
ring round the eye white ; next this ring blackish; lores and 
sides of head and neck slaty-grey ; back and scapulars olive-green, 
greyish on upper back; rump and upper tail-coverts bright 
yellow ; tail dark brown, edged with greenisli and the two outer 
pairs of feathers largely white on the inner web; wings brown 
edged with greenish and the coverts tipped with yellow, forming 
two wing-bars; chin, throat and breast grey, fading to white on 
the centre of abdomen ; flanks, sides of abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill above bright dark 
brown, below yellow; legs and feet pale horny-brown or 
yellowish brown ; claws darker; “ soles greenisli yellow ” (ScicUy), 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 47 to 
53 mm.; tail 36 to 40 mm.; tarsus about 17 min.; culmen 8 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, Chin and 
Kachin Hills, North and South Shan States. 

Nidification. Quite typical of the genus, fhe nest is the 
usual domed affair of green moss placed on the ground, but the 
lining is always of the softest vegetable-cotton and very tbiek. 
They breed in April, May and June between 3,000 and 8,000 feet 
laying four white eggs, well glossed and with a stout texture. 
Fifty eggs average 14*6x11*6 mm.; maxima 16*0x12*0 and 
15*4 X 12*2 mm.; minima 13*6 x 12*0 and 13*8 x 10*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of tiie genus. 

(895) Seicercus cantator. 

Tickell’s Flycatcher-Warblku. 

Motacilla cantator Tick., J. A. S. B., ii, p. 670 (1833) (Borabhum, 
Bengal). 

CrypiolopJm cantator. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 427. 

Cryptoiopha fulviventrU. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 428. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A median coronal streak of olive-yellow, reaching 
to nape, on which it is almost pure yellow; forehead and broad 
lateral coronal bands brownish black; a line through the eye dark 
brown ; lores, superciliuin, ear-coverts, cheeks, chin, sides of neck, 
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throat and upper breast bright yellow; upper plumage rather 
light olive-green; wings brown edged with green and greater 
coverts tipped pale yellow, forming a wing-bar; tail brown, the 
feathers edged green and all but the centre pair inwardly tipped 
with pale yellowish ; lower breast and centre of the abdomen white, 
often with a tinge of pale lemon-yellow; flanks and sides of 
abdomen pale grey; vent and under tail-coverts bright pale 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; upper mandible 
light horny-brown, lower mandible pale fleshy- or wax-yellow; legs 
and feet fleshy-yellow or pale horny-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 53 to 
57 mm.; tail 37 to 40 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Distribution. 8 ikkim to Assam and Cliin Hills, Manipur. The 
type was obtained in Bengal, in the district of Borabhum, where it 
is spoken of as common; it has also been obtained by Wardlaw 
Kamsay in the Karen Hills. 

Godwin-Austen's type of C, fulviventev appears to be nothing 
but this bird, from which the carbolic acid has taken out all the 
yellow, except for traces on the wing-quills, chin and coronal 
streak. 

Nidification. Exactly the same as that of the preceding bird in 
every way. The birds breed from quite early in April throughout 
May and rarely in June. Fifty eggs average 14*5x11*9 mm.; 
maxima 15'5x 12*3 and 14*9x12*7 mm.; minima 13*1x10*8 mm. 

Habits. Unlike the last bird this species is very common 
throughout the Plains of Assam and Bengal and even Behar in 
Winter. At this season it deserts the heavier evergreen forest 
and is found in thin deciduous forest, orchards and occasionally in 
compounds and gardens. It is a very lively little bird, not only 
spreading its tail like other birds of the genus but flicking it 
upwards like some of the species of Abrornis do. 


Genus ABRORNIS. 

Abrornis Hodgs., in Gray’s Zool. Misc., p. 8*2 (1844). 

Type, Abrornis scMsticeps Oates, Fauna B. I., Aves, i, p. 429. 

The genus Abrornis differs from Seicercm only in having ten 
tail-feathers instead of twelve. It is curious that this difference 
in structure is accompanied by a remarkable difference in the 
nidification also. 


Key to Species, 

A. Back and scapulars greenish or yellowish. 

a. Chin and throat white, with no black bases. A, superciUarist p. 494. 

b, Chiu and throat bright yellow. A, schisticepsy p. 496. 
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<?. Chin and throat white, with black bases 

to the feathers. A alhogularis, p. 498. 

B. Back and scapulars ashy-grey. A. flavoyularU, p. 499. 

Abrornis superciliaris. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Above yellowish green. 

a. Crown dull yellowish green. A. 8, superciliaris^^. 494. 

h. Whole crown brownisli green . A. s. salicinensisy p, 495. 

B. Above much darker olive-green. A, s. schiuaneri^ p. 496. 


(896) Abrornis superciliaris superciliaris. 

Thb Yellow-bellied Flicaxcher-Warbleu. 

Abrornis superciliaris Tickell, J. A. S. B., xxviii, p. 414 (1859) 
(Himalayas, now restricted to Sikkim); Blanf. Oates, i, p. 429. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and behind the eye dark brown; a broad 
white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape; forehead 
brownish grey changing to oily yellow-green on the crown and 
remainder of upper plumage: wing-coverts brown edged with 
the colour of the back; quills blackish edged narrowly with pale 
olive-green; tail brown, edged outwardly with olive-green and 
inwardly with cinnamon ; ear-coverts and cheeks mottled dark 
and pale grey; chin, throat and upper breast silky-white; 
remainder of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown 
above and at the tip, yellowish plumbeous on the base of the 
lower mandible; feet fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 46 to 
-52 mm.; tail 42 to 43 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
11 to 12 min. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, north of the Brahma¬ 
putra. 

Nidiflcation. Gammie took a nest and three eggs of this bird 
in Sikkim at a little under 2,000 feet elevation. The nest of 
bamboo-leaves and pine-roots was placed inside a bamboo resting 
on one of the nodes, above which someone had cut a hole in 
the bamboo. The eggs were pinky-white, densely freckled at the 
large end and less so elsewhere with reddish brown and purple. 
They were taken on the loth June, and one egg measured 
15-5 X 10-9 mm. 

Habits. This little Fly catcher-Warbler is found between the 
foot-hills and about 4,000 feet elevation, wandering into the plains 
of Bengal and Assam in Winter. It keeps very much to thin 
forest, secondary growth and bamboo-jungle, and is very partial 
to the banks of tiny streams. It is a lively, active little bird, 
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with a sweet, though very shrill little song. It appears to catch 
its insect-food almost entirely on the wing. 

(897) Abrornis superciliaris salwinensis. 

The Burmese Yellow-bellied Flycatcher-AVaeblbe. 

Ahromis superciliaris salmnensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., 
xliv, p. 62 (1924) (Salween). 

Vernacular names. Daotisha mini (Cachari). 

Description. Differs horn A, s, superciliaris in having the whole 
-crown brownish grey and the upper parts a trifle darker, more 
green, less yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. VYing 44 to 51 mm.; tail 39 to 42 mm.; 
culmen about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Hills of Assam, 8outh of the Brahmaputra, 
all Burma to Yunnan, and south to the northern portions of 
Tenasserim; Northern 8iam. 

Nidiflcation. This race of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher breeds 
from about 1,000 feet, or lower at Margherita, up to some 
5,500 feet during April, May and early June. The nest is 
nearly always placed in a dead bamboo, very rarely in a hole in 
a small branch oi a tree; it is made of any dry material such as 
bamboo-leaves, bamboo-fibre, other leaves and roots, over which 
is always placed a pad of felted green moss, from one to six 
inches deep. The eggs vary from three to five, and are of two 
types, one white, boldly spotted everywhere w’ith reddish brown, 
the other pale pink, the whole surface covered with minute 
freckles of darker brick-pink, so closely that they appear to be 
unicoloured glossy pink eggs. Intermediate types occur only 
seldom but in the pink eggs a ring of darker tint at the larger 
end is not rare. Thirty eggs average 13*2 x 11*5 mm.: maxima 
16*3x11*5 and 16*0x12*2 mm.; minima 14*5x11*5 and 
15*0 X 11*1 mm. 

Habits. This is a very common little bird in the Assam Hills, 
wandering w^ell out into the plains in Winter and being found 
up to 6,000 feet in Summer. It is a fascinating little bird to 
watch, very confiding and never still except when uttering its 
pleasing little song. It catches its insect-food almost entirely 
on the wung, looking much like a butterfly as it flutters in the 
air. 


(898) Abrornis superciliaris schwaneri. 

Thr Boenkan Yellow-bbIiLied Flycatchee-AYarbeer. 

Abrornis schwaneri Blyth, ex Temm. MS., p. 169 (1870) (Ban- 
jermassing, Borneo). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Bescriptioa. Very much darker above than either of the two 
preceding races. Whole crown dark brownish olive, and the 
upper plumage dull olive-green ratlier than yellow-green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black, bluish at 
base of lower mandible; legs and feet greenisli yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 56 mm.; tail 37 to 44 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Southern Peniiusula, Burma and Siam, Malay 
States, Borneo and Sumatra. 

Nidification. In March 1878 Col. T. C. Bingham took a nest of 
WatbYer Y\\ It was built of fibres inside a 

bamboo which had been cut down but left standing against the 
clump; the eutrance was merely the irregular hole made by 
the chance cut of the dao by some one in cutting the bamboo down. 
It contained three eggs, pinkish white with pinkish-claret spots, 
and measuring -57 x *42, -59 x 42 and *59 x *44 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. During the 
breeding-season it keeps much to forest and bamboo-jungle but 
in Winter may be seen in any well-wooded country. 


Abromis schisticeps. 

Kej/ to S^tbspecies, 

A. Yellow of throat extending to the breast.. A, s. schisticppn, p. 496. 

B. Yellow not extending to the breast. 

a. Breast grey, contrasting with throat_ A. $, ripponi, p. 497. 

b. Breast white, not contrasting with throat A, s.fammentalii^ p.497. 


Abrornis schisticeps schisticeps. 

Thb Bl.vck-fackd Flycatcheb-Waiiblkk. 

Culicij)eta schisticeps Ilodgs., Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, p. 67 (1840) 
(Nepal). 

Abrornis schisticeps. Blanf. & Oiite.s, i, p. 430. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, round the eye and a line across the fore¬ 
head black ; forehead above this black line and broad supercilium 
to the nape bright deep yellow; crown, nape, hind neck and 
upper back slaty grey-blue; upper plumage and visible wing- 
coveijts olive-green, rump brighter and more yellow; wing-quills 
dark brown, edged with green; tail brown, the feathers edged 
with green, the two outermost pairs white on the inner webs ; 
chin, throat, upper breast, flanks and under tail-coverts bright 
yellow, paling to white on the centre of the abdomen and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny above, 
pale below; legs and feet pale yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 105 mm. ; wing 
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46 to 48 ram.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen 
9 to 10 inra. 

The young bird is very pale, but not conspicuously brighter. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Assam, North of the Brahma¬ 
putra. 

Nidiftcation. Gammie obtained a nest of this species iu Sikkim, 
at about 5,500 feet, on the 26th May. The nest, which consisted 
merely of a pad of dead bamboo-leaves, was placed in a natural 
hole, about five feet from the ground, in a small' tree standing in 
an open space in forest. It contained five eggs, dull pinkish 
white in ground-colour profusely speckled and blotched with 
reddish. The five eggs varied in length between 14-2 and 
14*5 mm., and in breadth between 10*4 and 10*7 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but, perhaps, keeping more to 
forest or to thick secondary grow^th mixed with bamboo-jungle. 
Like the other birds of this genus it has a very sw'eet little song. 


(900) Abromis schisticeps ripponi. 

SuAKPE’S rLYCATCHER-WABBLER. 

Cnfptolopha ripponi Sharpe, Bull. B. 0. C., xiii, p. 11 (1002) (Gyi- 
(izin-Schan, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Yellow of throat well-defined and not extending 
to the breast, which appears always to be more grey, sharply 
contrasting with the yellow throat; the remainder of the lower 
parts are white or greyisli white, rarely suffused with a little 
yellow'. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 51 mm.; tail 44 to 4G mm.; tarsus 
about 17 mm.; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(901) Abrornis schisticeps flavimentalis. 

The Chin Hills Black-faced Flycatcheb-Wabbleb. 

Abrornis schisticeps flavimentalis Baker, Ball. B. 0. C., xliv 

p. 63 (1924) (Mt Victoria). * 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. s. schisiicsps, but with the yellow^ 
much paler and confined to the chin and throat, merely showing 
as a trace on the breast and fianks. 

Colours of soft parts as in A. s, schisticeps, 

TOL. n. 
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Heasurements. Wing 46 to 48 mm.; tail 40 to 41 mm.; tarsus 
about 17 min.; culmen 7 to 8 min. 

Distribution. Hills of Assam, South of the Brahmaputra, 
Manipur and Chin Hills. 

Nidification. The only nest I have seen of this Warbler was 
placed in a small bamboo, one of several which had been cut down 
to repair a bridge and then left nearly upright against tlie clump. 
The nest was made of roots and fibres resting on one of the nodes 
and above this was a well-matted pad of moss, upon which lay 
four eggs. The entrance was a small cut made in the bamboo 
about a foot above the nest, just big enough to permit the bird 
to enter. The eggs were exactly Hhe those taken by Gammie 
of A. s. schisticeps and varied in size between 15*4x11*3 and 
15*1x11*1 mm. They were taken on the 1 st of May at about 
3,000 feet elevation. 

Habits. 1'his Flycatcher-Warbler, though by no means shy, 
keeps much to open glades and river-sides in deep forest, or to 
bamboo-jungle with plentiful undergrowth. It is also a much 
more silent bird than most species of this genus. It thus escapes 
observation more than they do and probably appears to be more 
rare than it really is. 


(902) Abrornis albogularis albogularis. 

The White-throated Flycatcher-Warbler. 

Abrornis albogularis Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 106 (Nepal); Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 460. 

Vernacular names. Daotisha mini (Gacbari). 

Description. Forehead, lores, sides of the head and broad 
supercilia to the nape light chestnut ; sides of the crown above 
the supercilia black, centre of the crown and nape pale rufous- 
brown ; upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-green ; rump 
yellowish white ; wing-quills and tail-feathers brown, edged with 
green ; chin and throat white, the bases of the feathers black and 
showing through ; upper breast and flanks, axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and under tail-coverts yellow; rest of underparts pure 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or black ; bill tan- 
brown, rather darker above ; legs and feet fleshy-tan. 

Measurements. Total length under 100 mm.; wing 43 to 
47 mm.; tail 36 to 40 mm,; tarsus about 16 mrn.; culmen 
7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, the whole of Assam, Manipur 
and Chin Hills. 

Nidification. In Sikkim this Warbler breeds in July but in 
the Hills of Assam most eggs are laid in April and early May. 
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They breed from the level of the foot-hills up to nearly 6,000 feet 
but most numerously between 2,000 and 4,000 feet. Like the 
other birds of this genus, they place their nests almost invariably 
4u dead bamboos, the nests being merely pads of moss on the top of 
a few fibres, roots or leaves. As a rule, quite a small bamboo is 
selected, one more than three inches wide being exceptional, whilst 
the most popular site seems to be quite thin forest on the extreme 
edge of the denser kind. At other times little patches of thin 
scrub and bamboo-jungle are selected and, occasionall^s even 
bamboo-clumps quite in the open. The eggs number three to 
five and show the same range of variation as the eggs of 
A, supercilutris. Thirty eggs average 14*4x11*5 mm.: maxima 
16*2x12 0 mm. ^ minima 13*3 X 10*9 and 13*/ xl0*8 mm. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the rest of the genus, 
though this species seems to prefer scrub-jungle and bamboos to 
forest, spending much of its time in comparatively open country. 
I have seen it high up in big trees but, normally, it keeps 
principally to the lower growths. 


(903) Abrornis flavogularis. 

The Yellow-throated pLrcATCHEE-W arbler. 

Altrornis flavoijularis Godw.-Austen, 1. A. S. B., xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44 
(1877) (Sadiya); Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 431. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores blackish ; a supercilium from the forehead 
to the nape white ; forehead to crown dark ashy-brown, changing 
to ashy-grey on remainder of upper plumage; wings dark brown, 
edged with ashy olive-green ; tail brown, the two outer \\hite on 
the inner webs and the next pair also edged with white ; sides of 
head mottled grey and white ; chin and upper throat yellow; 
remainder of lower plumage greyish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark above, orange below 

{Godw,-Austen). 

Measurements. Wing 48 mm.; tail 36 mm.; tarsus 19 mm.; 
culmen 0 nim. 

Distribution. One specimen oidy known from Sadiya. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus TICKELLIA. 

Tickdlia Jerdon &; Blyth, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 199. 

Type, T* hodgsoni Moore. 

This genus contains a single species only, similar to Ahroniisy 
but with a much bigger, blunter bill. The hairs over the bill are 
also of extraordinary length, extending beyond the tip. 

2 k2 



500 


HXhVlWJE. 


(904) Tickellia hodgsoni. 

The Broad-billed Flycatcuer-Warbleh. 

Abrof^is hodgsoni Moore, in Ilorsf. & M., Cat., i. p. 412 (1854) 
(Sikkim). 

Tickellia hodgsoni. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 432. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and sides of the bead dark ashy-grey; a 
faint short supercilium pale grey ; forehead and crown chestnut; 
upper plumage and visible portions of wings olive-green, tinged 
with yellow on the rump; tail dark brown edged with olive- 
green, the two outermost tail-feathers white on the inner webs; 
chin, throat and upper breast grey; remainder of lower j)luinage 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown, paler and 
more yellow at the base; legs pale yellow or desliy-horny. 



Fig. 81,—Bill of T. hodgsmi. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 45 to« 
50mm».; tail 39 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim. 

Nidification. A nest taken by Mr. B. B. Osmastoii on the 
6 tii June at an elevation of 6,800 feet in Sikkim is said to have 
been “ roughly egg-shaped with a hole l.V' in diameter near the 
top, and measures 6" in height by 3 ' in width. It is composed 
entirely of dry leaves, chiefly bamboo, with a lining of black 
rhizomorph and, lastly, inside the latter, a second lining of soft 
dry bamboo-leaf.’' The eggs, three in number, were “ pale claret,, 
spotted, speckled and streaked, chiefly at tlie larger end, with 
darker claret markings.” They measured *03 'x *47" ( == lfl‘0 x 
11*9 mm.). The nest was placed in a sapling, about 7 leet from 
the ground, in lofty forest. 

Habits. This little Warbler is not migratory, being found 
throughout the year between 0,000 and 9,000 feet. Its note is a 
“ single long-drawn, very shrill whistle, followed, after an interval 
of ten seconds or so, by two notes, the second of w'hich is the^ 
lower of the two.” It is a frequenter of deep evergreen forest 
and very little is known of its habits. 
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Genus SCOTOCERCA. 

Seotocerca Sundev., Meth. Av. Tent., p. 7 (1872), 

Type, S. inquieta, Cretz. 

The genus Seotocerca has two moults, the Spring moult being 
only a partial one. In general appearance the birds are very like 
small specimens ot‘ the genus Suya but the latter has a very 
complete Spring moult and has no long hairs overhanging the 
nostrils, a conspicuous feature in Seotocerca, The tail is slightly 
graduated and a little longer than the wing; the tarsi are long 
and, for a Warbler, rather strong. 

Seotocerca inquieta. 

Malurus inquietm Cretzsclim., in Riipp., Atlas Viig., p. 55, pi. 36, 
fig. 6 (1826). 

Type-locality ; Arabia. 

(005) Seotocerca inquieta striata. 

The Streaked Scrub-Warbler. 

MeUzoyldlm striatns Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p, 180 (Punjab, India). 

Seotocerca inquieta. 131 auf. & Oates, i, p. 432. 

Vernacular names. ]Sone recorded. 

Description. A narrow supercilium from the nostril to the nape, 
ear-coverts, cheeks and lower part of lores fulvous-pink ; a narrow 
line through the eye blackish brown; upper plumage and exposed 
parts of wings pale greyish brown, sometimes, especially on the 
wings, tinged with fulvous; the crown, nape and hiud neck 
streaked with dark brown; closed parts of wings dark brown ; tail 
dark brown, almost black at the tip and paler brown at the base, 
two or three outermost jmirs of feathers with white tips; below 
greyish white, the sides of the neck, breast and flanks suffused 
in varying degree with fulvous; the chin and breast are streaked 
with dark brown; under tail-coverts darker brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel; bill dark horny-brown 
above, pale yellowish-borny below; legs and feet pale fleshy- 
yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 52mm.; tail 43 to 50 ram.; tarsus 
about 18 mm.; culnien 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. South and East Persia, Baluchistan, Afghanistan 
and North-West India, to the Indus. 

Nidiffcation. This little Warbler breeds freely throughout the 
North-West Frontier from the plains up to about 4,000feet, 
affecting stony bare bill-sides and rocky plains, where it breeds 
in the stunted thorny bushes quite close to the ground. The nest 
is domed and is made of grass-stems lined with grass-seed down 
and sometimes, Jide Barnes, with feathers. The eggs number 
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four to B,x oud aro white or pinky freckled with bright 

reddish, dense in a ring or cap at the larger end and genei^ y 
sparse elsewhere. They measure about 16*0 X 12*0 liiui. J-he 
bi*eeding-sea8on is during February and March. 

Habits. An inhabitant of the barest, bleakest liills and plains,, 
so long as they atlord a tew thorny bushes and a little grass as 
cover. They are restless active little birds, ever on the move and 
flitting from bush to bush or running like mice from one scrap of 
cover to another. The male is said to have a sweet little song. 
They are resident wherever found. 

Genus NEORNIS. 

Keorms Blyth, J. A. S. Ik, xiv, p. 590 (IS45). 

Type, N. flavolivactus Blyth. 

Tlie genus Kew^nis, as restricted by Gatos, contains but one 
species, closely resembling IJoromls in structure but nearer 
AcaniliopneAiste in coloration. From the latter it may be dis¬ 
tinguished by its tail of only ten tail-feathers and from the former 
by the supplementary hairs which overhang the nostrils. 

Neornis flavolivaceus. 

Key to Siihspedes. 

A. Above paler and more green, below 

more yellow . K. f. Jlavolioaceus, p. o02. 

B. Above darker and more brown, below 

less yellow. K, f. wtricatus,i^. 50.‘i. 

(900) Neornis flavolivaceus flavolivaceus. 

The Abeiuiam’ Warbleh. 

Keoi^nis Jlavolicacen Blyth, J. A.S Ik, xiv, p. 590 (1845) (Nepal) ^ 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 433 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A narrow supercilium from the nostrils to the 
nape yellow; lores and a line through the eye brown; upper 
plumage and exposed parts of the wings and tail dull olive-green ; 
concealed parts of wings and tail brown ; sides of the head mottled 
yellow* and brown; lower plumage fulvous-yellow, darker and 
suflfused with brown on the sides of the breast and flanks y 
axillaries and under wing-coverts pale lemon-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill above horny-brown, below 
paler yellowish brown; legs and feet light yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 105 mm.; wing 53 to 
56 mm.; tail 48 to 56 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Young birds are much brighter and more yellow* below than 
adults. 
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Distribution. Sutlej Valley to Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, AVestem 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra, Garhwal and Kuinaon. 

Nidiflcation. Mr. S. L. Whymper found this bird breeding in 
Kuinaoii at 10,000 feet, and Mr. B. B. Osmaston took nests 
in the Tons Valley at about 11,000 feet. The nests are described as 
being domed, made outwardly of dry grass with a lining first of 
dry leaves and then of feathers. They are placed in tufts of grass 
on hill-sides. 

The eggs are rather long ovals, pale to deep terra-cotta in 
colour and they measure from 17‘0x 12*4 mrn. to 18*5 x 13T mnu 
Mr. Whymper took his nests in August and Mr. Osmaston his in 
J line. 

Habits. Practically nothing on record. Stoliczka found this 
Warbler as low as 6,000 feet in the Sutlej Valley but farther 
west it seems never to be found much under 8,000 feet even in 
Winter. It is a resident bird but moves vertically to some extent 
with tlie seasons. 

(907) Neorois flavolivaceus intricatus. 

The Shan Aberrant Warbler. 

Keotnits flavolivaceus mtricatus Ilartert, Vbg. Pal., i, p. 533 (1909) 
(Tai-pai-8chan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Like A". /. flavolivaceus but darker above, less 
green and more brown ; below much greyer with practically no 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. AVing 49 to 55 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills to 
Shan States; there is one specimen in the British Museum 
collection from Thayetmyo in South Burma. Harington obtaiued 
it in the Ivachin Hills. 

Nidification. Col. 11. 11. Harington and Mr. P. Grant obtained 
the nests of the Shan Aberrant AVarbler in the Bliaino Hills in 
Mav and June. Nests and eggs were described as like those 
of the preceding bird but the latter are all faintly marked at the 
larger end with a ring of deeper terra-cotta or chocolate composed 
of tiny contiuent specks. They vary in size from 18*0 x 12*0 and 
16*6 X 13*0 inm. to 16*1 x 11*8 mm. 

Habits. Frequents thick scrub-cover or long grass like the 
preceding bird but is found both in Summer and Winter at lower 
elevations between 4,500 and 7,000 feet, apparently moving but 
little, even vertically, with the seasons. The little 1 saw of it in 
Assam show^ed it to be rather a skulker in among Daphne bushes 
in Pine-forest but I believe I also saw it in den^ Bhododendron 
and Oak forest at about 6,000 feet. It has a loud shrill call, not 
unlike an extra loud note of the Willow-AVarbler. 
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Genus HOSORNIS. 

Horornts Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1846, p. 31. 

Type, H.fortipes (Hodgs.) Blyth. 

The genus Horornis contains seven species of Indian birds of 
very dull coloration and very like one another. 

Horornis has a bill about half as long as the head; the rictal 
bristles are strong and there are some supplementary hiiirs in front 
of them. These hairs, however, do not extend over the nostrils, 
and consist merely of the lengthened shafts of the frontal feathers. 
The wing is very short and rounded, the first primary being very 
large, the second, third and fourth graduated and the fourth 
falling just short of the fifth ; the tail is about equal to the 
wing in length and slightly graduated ; the tarsus is long and 
powerful and the hind toe and claw exceptionally so. 

Key to Sjjecies. 


A. Upper plumage entirely of one colour. 

a. Upper plumage tinged with rufous. 

n'. Under wing-coverts and axiliaries 
yellowish. 

n". Lower plumage yellowish . //. acnnthizoide.^^ p. 504. 

i". Lov\er plumage buftish brown . . II. fortipos^ p. 500. 
h\ Under wing-coverts and axiliaries 

ochraceous brown . II. albivnitris^ p. 507. 

b. Upper plumage olive-brown, not rufous. 

c'. Under tail-coverts and flanfulvous. II. pallulvs^ p. 507. 
d'. Under tail-coverts and flanks white 

suffused with brown . II. pallidipes^ p. 508. 

II. Crown differently coloured to hack. 

c. Crown of head bright rufous-brown . . II. majwy p. 510. 

d. Crown of head merely tinged with 

rufous . II. cantuns^ p. 510. 


Horornis acanthizoides. 

Key to iSuhspecies, 

A. Above tinged with olive . H. a. acanthizoides^ p. 504. 

B. Above with no olive tinge. H. a. hrunnescensj p. 506. 

(908) Horornis acanthizoides acanthizoides. 

Vekeeaux’s Bubu-Wakblee. 

Abrornis acanthizoides Verr,,Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris, vi, Bull.,p. 37 
(1871) (Szechuan). 

Yemacular names, None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rufous-brown, tinged with olive; 
the edges of the wings and tail a brighter rufous; a broad super- 
cilium buffy-yellow; lores and behind the eye dark brown ; cheeks 
and ear-coverts mottled brown and yellowish; chin, throat and 
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breast greyish bufE suffused with yellow; flanks brownish buff, 
turning to yellow on the abdom ni, vent and under tail-eoverts ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown, the lower 
mandible fleshy-brown, tipped darker; legs and feet fleshy or 
yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.: wing 52 to 
55 min., d; 47 to 49 mrn., tail 40 to -19 min.; tarsus 21 
to 22 nun. ; ciilinen about 9 nun. 

Young birds are much more yellow below. 

Distribution. Tsin-ling Mountains, Szechuan, Tokhien, Shan 
States. 

Nidification. La Touche found this Bush-Warbler breeding in 
Fokhien. 

Habits. Similiir to those of the next race. 

(909) Horomis acanthizoides brunnescens. 

Hume’s Busii-Waublefi. 

Jlovornis brufineticens Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 109 (Darjeeling); Dlanf. & 
i, p. 405. 

Vernacular names. JSh)ne recorded. 

Description. Differs from //. a, acanthizoides only iu being 
more rufous above with no olive tinge, and also iu being less richly 
coloured below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
race. Whig 50 to 54 inm. 

Distribution. 2\epal and Sikkim to Eastern Assam, both North 
and South of the Bralimaputra, Manipur and Lushai Hills. 

Nidiflcation. Mr. B. B. Osmaston describes eggs, supposed to 
be of tins bird, as dark chestnut. These may bo eggs of Neornis, 
Eggs taken by Mr. W. P. Masson and sent to me with the nest 
are, as one would have expected, just like others of the genus— 
chocolate eggs sometimes with darker marks showing faintly at 
the larger eud. These were taken iu June ou the Singalila ritlge 
above Harjeeling, at about 9,000 feet, above the nesting-area of 
//. fortij^es and are probably correct. Eggs taken by Mr. II. 
Stevens agree with these. They measure between 15*8 x 12*9 and 
18*2 X 13*5 mm. 

The nests are described as very deep cups, practically domed, 
made of rather coarse grass-blades and densely lined with feathers. 
All were placed low down in small thick bushes in forevst and 
were taken in June. 

Habits. This is a bird of high elevations, being found between 
7,000 and 11,000 feet in Summer, wandering down to 4,000 or 
5,000 feet in Winter. Possibly it is only a Winter visitor to the 
South of the Brahmaputra but may breed on the higher ranges. 
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Mr. Osmaston des^cribes its notes as a series of four long-drawn 
whistles, each higher than the last, followed by a quick series of 
up and down notes. It inhabits both forest and the thick growth 
of bamboo which is found above 9,000 feet in certain places. 


(DIO) Horornis fortipes fortipes. 

Tim Sthong-footed Bush-Wakblek. 


Horornis fort Ilodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p, 31 (Darjeeling); lUanf. & 

Oates, i, p. 435. 


Vernacular names. Daotisha gashim (Cachari). 

Description. AVhole upper plumage and exposed parts of ings 
and tail dark rufous olive-brown, the wings and tail edged rather 
brighter and paler ; a narrow supercilium to the nape buff; lores 
and a line through the eye brown ; sides of the head and lower 
plumage huffish brown, paler on the chin and throat, and almost 
white on the centre of the abdomen; under wing-coverts white 
tinged with yellow. 



Fig. 82.—Head and wing of H.f, fortipes. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-brown, paler 
below ; legs pale fleshy-brown to brown. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 57 mm.; tail 41 to 51 mm.; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm.; culmeu about 10 to 11 mm. 

Young birds are brighter, more yellow-brown below. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal, Bikkim, Bhutan Duars, Assam, 
Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills, Shan States and hills of Burma 
South to Karenni. There are also specimens in the British 
Museum from “N.W. India*’ and from Kashmir. 

Nidiflcation. The Strong-footed Bush-Warbler breeds in May 
and early June, sometimes having a second brood in July, between 
S,000 and 7,0u0 feet. It makes a nest of old scraps of grass- 
blades and grass-stems very thickly lined with soft body-feathers 
of small birds. As a rule* the nest is shaped like a very deep 
purse, the top edges somewhat drawn in, at other times it is 
domed or semi-domed and, occasionally, it is quite round and 
completely domed. It is usually placed low down in a small 
bush or tangle of raspberry and blackberry vines in either Pine or 
Evergreen forest. A Daphne bush is a very favourite site. The 
eggs number foir or five and are in colour a deep rich choco¬ 
late, rather glossy and with a close but fragile texture. 
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Forty eggs average 1 7*3 x 13*4 inin.: maxima 18*0 x 13*9 mm.; 
minima 16*8 X 12*9 min. 

Habits. A very shy skulking little bird, keeping close to 
bushes, brambles and bracken but every now and then darting 
out like a Flycatcher at some passing insect. Most of its prey, 
however, it seeks among the leaves and brambles of the uiider- 
growtli and it is very active on its feet. In the breeding-season 
the cock-bird occasionally leaves its retreats and sings from the top 
of a low bush or one of the under branches of a small tree. Its 
ordinary call-note is a loud shrill treble note, eacli note on an 
ascending scale. It is a very poor flier for a Warbler and very 
loth to take wing when disturbed, generally flying for a few yards 
only and then scuttling a\\ay on its legs into the undergrowth. 


(^dll) Horornis albiventris. 

The WuiTE-BELLiEi) Bush-AVakbleu. 

Neornis Godw.-Au&teii, J. A. S. pt. 2, p. 199 (1876) 

(Kashmir). 

Horornis aibiventris. Blauf. & Oales, i, p. 436. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. ‘‘The whole upper plumage uniform umber-brown 
tinged witli rufous, as are also the visible portions of the wings 
and tail ; a short supercilium and the feathers round the eye 
grey; ear-coverts umber-brown; chin dull brown, each feather 
tipped with brown ; throat purer white, with a subterininal dusky 
speck on each feather; middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder 
of the lower plumage, axillaries and under wiut^-coverts rich 
ochraceous brown.” 

Colours of soft parts. “Bill horny-brown above, pale beneath.” 

Measurements. “ Length nearly 5; tail 2 2; wing 2*1; tarsus 
*85; middle toe and claw *8 inch.” 

Distribution. “ This well-marked form occurs in the Manipur 
ATilley. where the type-specimen was procured at Hengmai by 
Mr. W. Robert ” (Oates, Avifauna, i, p. 436). 

I cannot find this specimen anywhere in the Britisli Museum 
collection and therefore quote Oates in full. 


(912) Horornis pallidus pallidus. 

The Pale Bush-Wa ruler. 

Jtloreitespallidm Brooks, J. A.S.B., xli, p. 78 (1872) (Kashmir). 
Horornis pallidus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 436. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, the wing- and tail- 
feathers edged with brighter, more rufous-brown; a supercilium 
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pale biiffy-yellow, almost white; lores and a line through the eye 
<lark brown; sides of the head mottled grey and pale brown; 
lower idumage dull greyish, the abdomen paler and tinged with 
yellow; the flanks and under tail-coverts fulvous-brown; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts pale yellowish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill horny- 
brown above, below fleshy-horny tipped darker; legs and feet 
pale fleshy or yellowish horny. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 58 mm.; tail 40 to 51 mm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm.; eulmen about 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Throughout the N.W. Himalayas as far East as 
Garbwal. Hume’s record of this bird from Shillong is probably 
due to 77. pallidipes having been mistaken for it. In several 
years’ stay in the Khasia Hills I never came across it, whereas 
JL pallidipes was not rare. 

Nidification. The Pale Bush-Warbler breeds throughout the 
^’©rth-West Himalayas between 7,000 and 10,000 feet, possibly 
sometimes down as low as 5,000 feet, during May and June. The 
nest is domed and round in shape, very untidy and large for the 
size of the bird. It is made outwardly of coarse grasses, inwardly 
of tiner grasses with a dense lining of feathers, and is invariably 
placed low down in thick bushes. The eggs are nearly always 
four ill number and are, like those of other species of this genus, 
a deep chocolate in colour, sometimes rather paler with deeper 
mottling at the larger end. Twenty-three eggs average I7**ix 
13*1 mm. 

Habits. In Summer found between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, in 
Winter it wanders down to some 3,000 feet. It keeps closely to 
dense cover and, although it is an active little bird, constantly on 
the move, it is difiicult to watch. The notes consist of four or five 
very loud clear whistles rapidly repeated and very like in character 
those of H, fortipes. Davidson records hearing this bird at 
3,000 feet in the Jhelum Valley; possibly this may have been 
H. fortipes but so accurate a field-nfituralist is hardly likely to 
have been mistaken. 


Horornis pallidipes. 

Key to Siibspfecies, 

A. Le&s richly coloured above and below .... 7/. p, pidlidipeSy p. 508. 

B. More richlv coloured above and below .... 7/. p, osrnastoni, p. 609. 

(913) Horornis pallidipes pallidipes. 

Blanford’s Bush-Warbleh. 

rhylloscojms pallidipes Blanf., J. A. S. B., xli, 2, p. 162 (1872) 
^Sikkim). 

Horornis pallidipes. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 437 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Daotisha yashim (Cachari). 
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Description. Whole upper plumage olive-brown; the feathers 
of the wing edged with slightly more rufous-brown; a pale buff 
siipercilinm from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and a line behind 
the eye dark brown; sides of the head and ear-coverts fulvous; 
lower plumage dull white, suffused with brown on the sides of the 
neck, breast and flanks; under tail-coverts brownish white; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill pale horny, darker on 
the culineii; legs and feet yellowish white or fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 inm.; wing 47 to 
54 mm.; tail 40 to 49 mm.; tarsus about 20 min.; culmen about 
10 to 11 inm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, Xorth and South of 
the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills and Moun¬ 
tains of Burma as far South as Tounghoo. There is also a 
specimen from China in the British Museum collection, labelled 
“ Macou, S. China.” 

Nidiflcation. This bird breeds throughout its range between 
4,000 and 7,000 feet during May and June and Mr. II. Stevens 
took its nest in the Itangbong Valley, Sikkim, at about 9,000 feet. 
The nest is like that of IL palUdus, but rather neater and smaller 
and sometimes deep cnp-shaped rather than domed. The eggs 
number three or four and vary from purplish brick-colour with 
deeper markings in a cap or ring at the larger end to uniform 
deep purplish chocolate. Forty eggs average 17Txl3Tmm.: 
maxima 18*2 x 13*1 and 17*3 x 14*0 mm.; minima 16*0 X 12*4 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. In the Assam Hills I never came 
acniss this Busli-Warbler in the very hot humid valleys at a 
little over 3,000 feet, sometimes frequented by IT, fortipes and 
it seemed almost entirely restricted to the forests near the peaks, 
which were not quite so dense underneath and were not so hot. 
At the same time in the intermediate areas both birds might 
sometimes be found quite close together. 


(914) Horornis pallidipes oamastoni. 

Osmaston's Bush-Warbler. 

lloreitfis pallidipes osmastoni Ilartert, Bull. B. 0. C., xxi, p. 107 
(1908) (Andamans). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from Blanford’s Bush-Warbler in being a 
darker, richer brown above, more rufous, less olive; the flanks 
and sides of the breast are washed with richer, more ochre brown, 
and the centre of the abdomen is a purer white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 63 mm.; tail 36 to 37 mm.; tarsua^ 
about 21 min.; culmen 1*2 mm. 
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Distribution, xlndamans only. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. A resident bird in the Andanmns and» according to 
Mr. B. B. Osmaslon, its discoverer, a shy' skulking, bird very 
•difficult to observe, loth to fly and keeping to dense undergrowth 
in forest. Its call he describes as a rapid succession of three or 
four loud high notes, evidently very similar to that of Blanford’s 
Biish-Warhier. 


(915) Horornis major. 

Tub L.VHGK Busu-Warbleh. 

Horeites major Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 105 (Nepal). 

Horornis major, Blanf. Oates, i, p. 438. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape deep, rich chestnut- 
brown, the edge of the forehead and a supercilium paler and more 
rufous; whole upper plumage and visible portions of tail and 
wings dark olive-brown, the last tinged with rufous; lores next 
to the eye and a line behind dark brown; cheeks and upper parts 
of ear-coverts rufous; lower parts of ear-coverts, chin, throat, 
and breast greyish white; remainder of lower parts dull white 
■suffused with brown on the sides of the breast, flanks, thighs, 
vent and under tail-coverts; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
fulvous or fulvous-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or deep brown ; hill horny- 
brown above, yellow on the commissure and lower mandible ; legs 
and feet tan-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 57 to 
•67 mm. ; tail 44 to 51 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmeu 11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidiffcation. The Large Bush-Warbler breeds in Sikkim at 
9,000 feet upwards and perhaps dowui to 7,000 feet in May and 
June in dense forest. The only nest I have seen, authentic 
beyond nil doubt, could not have been distinguished from one of 
that bird. The eggs were also indistinguishable but were large, 
measuring 18*3 x 13*9 mm. The nest and eggs described under 
the name of this bird in Humes ‘ Nests and Eggs,’ p. 281, were 
v,ot of this species. 

Habits. Those of the genus but the Large Bush-War bier keeps 
more to higher elevations, even in Winter, than does any other 
-species of this genus. 


Horornis cantans. 

Salicaria cantans Temm. & Schh, Faun* Jap., Aves, p. 61 (1847) 
(Japan). 
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(010) Horomis cantans canturians. 

The Chinese Bush-Warbler. 

Avundinax canturians Swinh., Ibia, 1860, p. 52 (Amoy). 

Morornis canturiens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 488. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Winter. Whole upper plumage and exposed 
parts of wings and tail russet-brown, brightest on the head and 
tail; abroad but ill-defined supercilium pale buff; lores mixed 
buff and brown; a band behind the eye dark brown; cheeks and 
ear-coverts mixed brown, buff and whitish ; chin, throat and 
abdomen white or biifpy-wdnte deepening to buff on breast, sides 
of neck, Hanks and under tail-coverts; thighs more grey; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries wdute, tinged with buff. 

In Summer the supercilium is broader, paler and better defined; 
the upper plumage is more olive and less russet and the under¬ 
parts much paler. 

This form ditTers principally from //. c. cantans in being darker 
and larger. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill w'ood-brow n, with the edge of the 
upper mandible and the whole of the low^er mandible pale flesh- 
colour ; inside of mouth chrome-yellow; iris hazel; legs pale 
browmish flesh-colour; claws w^ood-browui, paling on the soles'’ 
i^Swinhoe), 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 165 mm.; wdng 72 
to 76 mm.; tail 62 to 70 mm.; tarsus 29 to 30 mm.; culmen 
13 to 14 mm. 

The females are very much smaller. Wing 56 to 63 mm. The 
diffenmce is so great that Swinhoe divided the two se.xes into two 
species C. canturians and (7, miniUa. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of China North in iSummer 
and in Winter youth to Formosa, Philippines, twice in Cachar 
(one, Hume; one, myself). 

Nidiflication. Mr. J. D. La Touche found this bird breeding at 
Chinkiang in May and early June. The nests are described as 
“ domed with a side, or rather front, entrance. It is made of 
blades of coarse grasses, bamboo-leaves and a few^ dead leaves of 
oak, etc., while it is lined with fine grass-stems, fine stripped grass- 
tops and occasionally a few feathers.'*^ The nests are apparently 
built in low bushes. The eggs, four or five in number, are bright 
terra-cotta or brick-red and are certainly nearer in appearance 
to the eggs of Cettia than to other eggs of IJorornis, Sixty 
eggs average 19*8x14*7 mm,: maxima 20*8x15*5 mm.; minima 
18*0 X 14*5 mm. 

Habits. This is a migmtory bird and only a very rare straggler 
into our limits but one would expect it to occur more often in 
South Burma. It frequents scrub-jungle and low bushes on the 
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outskirts of forest and is a confirmed skulker, though the male- 
during the breeding-season sings constantly from the topmost 
twigs of bushes. 

Genus HOEEITES. 

Horeiies Ilodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 30. 

Type, II, hrunnifroiis Hodgs. 

The genus Horeiies differs from Horornis in only one structural 
character, having no supplementary bristles, tlie feathers of the 
forehead being smooth; the rictal bristles, though present, are 
short and insignificant; the tail is graduated to a greater extent 
than in Horornis. As restricted it contains but the one species, 
II, brunnifrons^ which is confined to the limits of this work. 

Horeites brunnifrons. 

Ketf to Suhsj^ecies, 

A. Above rufous olive-brown, head chest¬ 

nut-brown. H. h. bnmnifhrns, p. ol2* 

B. Above a trifie paler and brighter, crown 

distinctly lighter chestnut. II. b. wbtst/erij p. 513. 

C. Above much darker, more olive, less 

rufous . II. h. nmhraticusy p. 513. 

(917) Horeites brunnifrons brunnifrons. 

The Uufous-CAPPEi) Busu-Wakbler. 

Orthdotfws brunnifnms Hodgs., P, Z. S., 1845, p. 20 (Nepal). 

Horeites hrunneifrons. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 44C). 

Vernacular names. ZiX-Zi^-/>7io(Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut-brown, shading 
into rufous olive-brown on the upper plumage aud exposed wings 
and tail; superciliura pale buff; lores and a line behind the eye 
blackish; sides of the head and ear-coverts ashy-browii; chin, 
throat and breast grey, almost white in the centre; flanks darker 
grey, posteriorly shading into ochraceous on the vent, thighs and 
under tail-coverts; middle of the abdomen white; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries mottled brown and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill above blackish, below 
fle.-^hy-yellow^; legs and feet fleshy-white, darker on the joints and 
toes. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 47 to 
51 mm.; tail 37 to 46 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 9 to 
10 ram. 

Young birds have but little chestnut on the head and the under¬ 
parts are very ochraceous. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam to the Chin Hills. 
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Nidification. The llufous-t-apped Biish-Warbler breeds in 
Sikkim and South Tibet at elevations between 9,000 feet and 
13,000 feet. Osmaston found it breeding: near Darjeeliiu^, Stevens 
took sevei*al nests on the Singalila liidge and I have liad nests 
and birds sent me from Northern Chambi. The breeding-season 
seems to be May,and the nestis very like t[)at of Horornis, domed, 
oval in sliape, made of grass, moss arid lichen and lined with tine 
grass and feathers. It is placed on low bushes in forest or in 
scrnb-jungle. The eg^a number thr-ee to five and are bright terra¬ 
cotta, generally with darkei* markiiigs forming a cap at the larger 
end. Twenty eggs average 17*8 x 12*9 mm.: maxima 18*0 x 12*8 
and 17*0x13*3 mm.; minima 16*4 x 12*5 and 18*0x12*0 inm. 

Habits. Mr. Osmaston says :—‘‘ It frequents the low scrub 
consisting of dwarf bamboo (grazed down), berberis, etc., in the 
more open portions of tlie Silver Kir and Khododendron forest. 
It is a busy noisy little bird with a sti'ange unmistakable call 
whieii it constantly repeats, consisting ot a few ordinary cliirping 
notes followed by a curious grating mouse-like sound, twice 
repf^ated and of a ventriloquistic character.” It is as great a 
skulker as the genus Horornis and extremely active on its feet. 
In Winter it extends to the foot of tb© bills and the adjacent 
plains. Mr. 11. Stevens found it common in the plains of 
Lakhimpur, Nortli of the Brahmaputra, in January and December. 

(91^) Horeites brunnifrons whistleri. 

1biE Simla. lluFOus-cAPrEi) Busu-Waubleh. 

HorciteA irtotni/t oufi tr/itHleri Ticiduirst, Bull. K. (). C., xliv, p. 

(I8*J3) (Simla), 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to //. b, bruiDitfrons but paler and brighter 
above, especially on the crown; rather less rufous and more olive. 
In the })lumage below I can seen no difference. 

Colours of soft parts ami Measurements. Wing 44 to 4(3 mm.; 
tail 37 to 39 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. North-west Himalayas, from Pir Panjal to 
(Tarliwal. 

Nidification. Not known. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding form. 


(919) Horeites brunnifrons umbraticus. 

'FllE YU^^AX liUFOUS-CAPPED BUSII-WaUULEP. 

JIoreiteA brunnifrons lunbrnticuft Stuart Baker. Bull. B. O. C., xliv,. 
p. (13 (1924) (Saweli-Sahveeii Divide, Yuiman). 

Vernacular nauies. None recorded. 
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Description. Similnr to H, h. hrunnifrong but very luiicb darker 
above and decidedly less rufous on the back. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AVing 47 to 49 mm.; tail 24 to 40 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 mm.; eulmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan. Colonel H. H. ITarintrton obtained a 
form of lloreites breeding in the Shan States, which will assuredly 
be found to be of this race. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus CETTIA. 

Cettia Bonaparte, Comp. List B. of Eur. & X. Am., p. 11 (18.18). 

Type, Cettia cetti Harm. 

The genus Cettia differs from Horeites in having the tail less 
graduated. In this genus the bill is about half the length of the 
liead, slender and pointed; the frontal feathers are short and 
smooth and there are no supplementarv hairs or bristles in front 
of the rictus; the wing is short and rounded and the tarsi long 
and powerful. 


Cettia cetti. 

Sylvia vetti Mann., Mem. Acc. Torino, xxx, p. '2i')A (1820). 

Type-locality: Provence. 

(920) Cettia cetti cettioides. 

TiiK Eastern Bush-Warble in 

Cettia cettioides Hume, S. F., i, p. 194 (1873) (Sind). 

Cettia orieJitalis. Blanf. vt Oates, i, p. 441. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail light rufous 
olive-brown, varying considerably in llie amount of the rufous 
tinge ; lores dusky, a short supercilium and round the eye fulvous- 
white ; centre of chin, throat, breast and abdomen almost white; 
sides, flanks, vent and under tail-coverts greyish brown ; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts greyish white, the centres darker and 
showing through. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown above and 
])lacki8h at the tip, paler and yellowish below; legs and feet 
horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 64 to 
73 mm.; tail 52 to 65 mm.; tarsus 25 to 26 mm.; eulmen 11 to 
12 unn. The Indian bird differs from Cettia cetti cetti in being 
a good deal bigger and much paler. Persian birds, generally 



UROPHLEXIS. 


515 


accepted as being of this race, seem to be smaller and darker 
rufous above. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Sind and North-West 
India, West of the Indus. Breeding in Turkestan and Kirghis 
Steppes to Eastern Persia. 

Nidification. Very little recorded. Tlie nest is a deep cup 
made of grasses and leaves of rushes, lined with finer grasses 
and pliiced in a thick bush close to the ground. The eggs ai e 
bright terra-cotta or brick-red. Four eggs measured by Jourdain 
average 20 x 14*5 mm.; four in my own collection average about 
10 0 X 14*2 mm. Both nests were taken in May. 

Habits. A frequenter of reeds and bushes in swampy land and 
keeping very closely to thick cover. Ticehurst obtained it in 
rushes in the MancharLake in Sind and says that he found it less 
of a skulker than Locustella straminea wliich inhabited the same 
rushy margin of the lake. 

Genus UROPHLEXIS. 

TTrophieu ifi Stejneger, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., xv, p. 841 

T\ pe, //. stjuameice})^ Swinhoe. 

The genus UropMexis contains one Warbler, a Winter visitor 
to India, which is very close to the genera IJoreites fxudi Cettia, 
])nt is distinguishable at once by its very sliort tail, which hardly 
exc(»e(is half the Ming iu length. The tail is well graduated, 
the tarsi and feet strong but the hind toe and claw not 
con<picm)Usly so. 

(021) Urophlexis squameiceps. 

Nwimioe's Bked-Wakblkr. 

rrihura apiammceps Swinlioe, P. Z. S., 1863, p. 292 (Canton). 

J"ros}ihena titpiainiccps, Jfiauf. & Oates, i, ]>, 442. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, riie ^hole upper plumage, wings and tail rich 
liair-hrown ; the featliers uf the crown rounded and with obsolete 
dark edges, giving a squainated appearance ; a broad bully-white 
siipercilium from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and a line 
through the eye deep chocolate-black ; ear-coverts and cheeks 
mixed white, buff and dark brown ; whole lower plumage ])ah* 
huff, almost white on the chin, throat and centre of abdomen ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries brown and buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill above and at tin* 
tip dark horny-brown ; base of lower mandible fieshv-yellow ; 
legs and feet fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 85 mm.; wing 52 fo 56 
mm.; tail 25 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
4 il)Out 10 to 11 mm. 

2l2 
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Genus SUYA. 

Sw/a Ilodgs., As. Kes. xix, p. I8»’i (183(>). 

Type, Siuja crmir/era Hodgs. 

The genus Suija comprises three Indian species, with greatly 
developed tails, which are nearly, or fully, twice the length of the 
wing. The Spring moult is complete and is accompanied hy a 
change in colour and sometimes by a difference in the length 
of the tail. They have two strong rictal bristles on either sitle ot 
the bill but no supplementary hairs. The tail is greatly graduated, 
the outermost feather either reaching to, or falling short of, the 
middle of the central feathers. 


Keif to Sjif^cies. 

A. Chin and throat white or fulv(»us- 
wliite. 

a. Upper plumage boldly vstreaked. 
a'. Sides of chin and throat not 

mottled or barred. S. criniff era, aistiv., p. ol<s. 

h\ Sides of chin and throat inotth?d 

or barred with black. A. cruiufera, hiem., p. oI9. 

h. Upper plumage veiy faintly streaked. 

c'. (h*own and hack of one colour... . A’, atroffiilaris, liitun.. ]». 

d'. Crown darker than back . S. snperci/iaris, p. 

lU Cliiii and throat deep black. S\ atna/uhris, ;rsti\,, 


Suya crinigera. 


Ketf to Saitsjiecies, 


A. Above brown with astroiig fnlvous tinge 
H. Above more gre}', less brown and with 
very little fiilvou.s . , . .. 

C. Much darker brown above. 

a. Head boldly streaked, even in hreeding- 

])lumage . 

b. Head almost wholly blackish in breeding- 

plumage . 

D. Above dull brown, less streaked than in 

other races . 


•S’, e. cri/ilf/era, p. olS. 
S. c. striata/a, p. o’Ji). 


•S'. (, assaotiea, p. oL?(). 

•S', c. t/an?i(mensis, p. rrjl, 
•S', r. cooki, p. o-JiV 


(92.3) Suya crinigera crinigera. 

The Brow.v JIill-Waiiblku. 

Siaja criniyera Hodgs., As. lies., xix, p. IbS (I83b) (Nepal) ; Itlanf. 
k Oates, i, p. 444. 

Vernacular names. /Swya (Nepal); Dang-yprim-pko ([.epclia);. 
Shik-shillilr (Bhut.) ; Daotisha^dedao (Cacliari). 

Description.—Summer. Upper plumage dark brown, eacfk 
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feather edged with olive-fulvous, making the whole of these parte 
striated; rump and upper taileoverts without dark centres; 
tail rufous-brown, obsoietely cross-rayed, tipped whitish and 
sub-tipped with a blackish patch ; wing-quills and greater coverts 
edged with rufous; lores blackish ; round the eye and upper 
cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown ; lower cheeks and ear-coverte 
paler rufous-brown ; the whole lower plumap;e pale fulvous or 
fulvous-white, the bases of the feathers showing up black on the 
breast; under wing-coverts and axillaries pinkish rufous, and a 
broad patch of the same colour on the under aspect of the closed 
wing, made by tlie broad rufous edges of the quills. 

In Winter the up[)er plumage is more fulvous-brown, streaked 
with black ; the lores and round the eye are fulvous; the sides of 
the chin, throat and breast are irregularly barred or mottled with 
black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-white to orange ; bill black in 
Summer, dark horny-hrown, fleshy below in AVinter ; legs and 
feet fleshy-pink or yellowish flesh-colour. 



Fig. 81.—Bill of r. vr'mitff ru. 


Measurements. AVing 46 to 62 mm., mostly between 55 and 
59 nun. ; tail SO to 116 mm., about 25 mm. longer in Winter 
than in Summer; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmeii about 11 1u 
12 mm. 

Young. Above fulvous-browii to tawny-brown, the head 
strongly, tlie upper back ftxiiitly, streaked w ith darker brow n ; the 
w'iiole lower parts fulvous, more rufous on flanks and thighs, 
whiter tinged wdth yellow^ on the centre of the breast and 
abdomen. 

Distribution. From the Xortli - West Frontier, Xorth of 
Baluchistan, through Kashmir, Murree Hills, Garhwal, Nepal and 
Sikkim to the Hills of North-West Assam. 

Nidificatioii. 4'he Brown Hill-AA'^arbler breeds between 6,000 
and 7,000 feet elevation throughout the Himalayas, but is much 
more abundant in the East than in the West. During May, 
thine, duly, it constructs an oval domed nest of tine grasses and 
shreds of grass-blades, placing it in coarse grass, to the steins of 
which it is attached, in weeds, or, very rarely, in a low bush. 
Unlike the eggs of S, c. assamica, whiL'h vary greatly in colour 
and description, the eggs of this bird seem to vary in ground- 
(roloiir only from white to pale pink; the markings consist of 
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small reddish blotches, sometimes scattered over the whole surface, 
sometimes only in a rin^ or cap at the broader end and ranging 
from pale chestnut-red to deep brownish red. Fifty eggs average 
17*3x12 7 mm.: maxima 19*Oxl2*(3 and 17*3x13*4 mm.; 
minima 15*9x12*2 mm. 

Habits. Keeps almost entirely to grass and scrub-jungle, tliougli 
it may be found in among the bushes and bracken at the edge of 
evergreen forest or even in small open spaces inside both Ever¬ 
green and Pine forests. It is an active little bird on its legs, 
clambering with great quickness in and out of the grass-stems 
and reeds hut its flight is very weak and ill-sustained and, like 
the birds of the genera Orthotoniiis and Frauldinia^ it always looks 
as if it was going to tumble down when it tries a flight of any 
distance. 


(i)24) Suya crinigera striatula. 

Tin: Si\i> H ri.L-W ahhuku. 

Blanfordius stnatulus flume, vS. F., .“500 (1873) (Karachi. Siiul). 

• Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to N. c. n'lnUjvnt, but very nmeh paler 
above both in Summer and Winter ])iumage; there is nuicli less 
fulvous or rufou.> and more grey in the coloration general)}. 

Colours of soft parts as in the ])rect‘ding hi i d. 

Measurements. Wing 5t) to 53 mm.; tail 80 to 1 lo mm.; 
tarsus 22 mm. ; culnieu il to 12 mni. 

Distribution. Sind, Baluchistan, Salt Kange, X.W. Fronti('r 
Province. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparently a bird of the plains and the hills alike up to 
some 3,000 feet. Tieeliurst remarks that it is a very local bird. 


(i»25) Suya crinigera assamica. 

Tin: Assam Buowx H ill-Wauulek. 

Siiyn Qnnujera amnuitn Stuart Baker, Bull. 15. C). F., xliv, May 
1924. 

Vernacular names. DaotMa dedao (( aduiri). 

Description. Very much darker than either of the preceding 
races but differing from S. c. yunnamnfsls in having the head 
strongly striated in vSuminer, not almost unicoloured blackish. 
It is also less dark generally tlian this hitter bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 03 mm.; tail 85 to 104 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 



SAYA CRtNiGERA ASSAMICA. 
Th« Assam Brown Hill * Warblar. 
*/$ life siie. 
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Distribution. Assam, South and East of the Brahmaputra; 
Chiu Hills. How far East this bird extends is not known; 
Kippon obtained it at Myingyan. 

Nidification. The Assam Brown Hill-Warbler breeds in great 
numbers in the Khasia Hills between 2,000 and 6,000 feet, and in 
the Oachar and Xjiga Hills between 4,500 and 6,000 feet. Ti\e 
principal breeding - months are April, May and June but 
jiumerous nests may bo found a month earlier and later, right 
on into August and September, many birds having two or even 
three broods. Tfie nest is an oval-shaped affair, made of firie 
grasses and a ti‘w grass-stems, without lining or with a few 
additional grass-stems. It is placed low dovvn, between three 
teet and a tew inches from the ground, in grass, weeds, bracken 
or, rarely, in a low biisli and is tirunly fixed to the supporting 
stems, 'riie site selected is one in open spaces in forest, grass- 
covered hills at the edge of forest, or in tlu^ wide rolling expanses 
of grass-covered plateaux. Tht‘ eggs generally nuiubtu* four, but 
vary from lliret) to seven; in colour the ground varies from pure 
white to det^p piidv, pale greenish or greenish blue or pale salmon. 
The markings vary greatly. In colour they range from pale 
r(‘ddish to deep blood-red, red-brown or almost black. Tn distri¬ 
bution tli(‘y vary just as widely ; many eggs are covered all over 
with dense specks, blotcJies or freckles; t)tlicrs, a very common 
type, have inlinitely small stipplings, which at the larger end 
coalesce into a deej) ring or caj); others, again, have numerous 
markings at the larger end though the smaller end is sparsely 
marked. TnteriiKMliate forms between all these types are common. 
Two hundred eggs average HrT X 12*S mm. : maxima 18*3 X 13*3 
aiid IM’Ux 14*1 mm.; minima 15*6x11*9 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of ISn^fd c, crhiifjera. In Summer it 
may be found in suitable localities in the Hills anywhere above 
2,500 feet, but is not really common below 3,500 or 4,OU(> feet 
except in Winter. In extreme Eastern Assam, Dr. Coltart and 
1 found it not uncommon at a much lower level, but here the 
nearness of the surrounding snow-line gives a much low er elevation 
to both the Elora and Fauna. 


(336) Suya crinigera yunnanensis. 

J'hk \'rNNA.v Bkown Hili.-Waimjleh. 

Sui/(i rriniifrra jfnnnatif'iisia Haringtou, Bull. B.O.(\, xxxi. p. 110 
(101 3) (;M()ini<*u, >’minMn). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very daik bird, the head almost unicoloured 
blackish in (he breeding-season. 

The Winter plumage is still unknown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 
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Measurements. Wiug 52 to 57 iinn.; culiuen about 11 unn. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Shan States ; in the latter Harington 
found this bird breeding freely, but its distribution West is not 
yet known. Snya crinitjera yiinnanensis Bangs & Phillips, Bull. 
Mus. Comp. Zool., Iviii, 1914, is merely a synonym of tins race. 
Lrt Touche has described two new forms from Y unnan, /.S. c. hangs 't 
and c, parvivostriis (Bull. B. O. C., xliv, 1923, p. 412); the 
former seems hardly distinguishable from yunnanensu, whilst the 
latter is a small-billed bird breeding in a strongly striated upper 
plumage. 

Nidification and Habits. Apparently similar to those ot other 
birds of this genus. 


(927) Suya crinigera cooki. 

JIaringtun's Brown IIill-Wauhlkr. 

‘Sffi/a cn‘?ii(/ei a coolii Haringtoii, Hull. H. O.C., xxxi, ]). 109 
(Tbayetmyo). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from S. c. crinigera in having the black 
bases to the feathers ot‘ the breast entirely concealed in iSummer; 
the striations on the upper plumage are much less developed or 
entirely absent; the colour of these parts is much more grey-bro^^ u 
and there is practically no rufous tinge; below the colour is paler 
and less rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in S, e. crinigera. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 60 mm.; tail 71 to 83 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22mm.: culmen 11 to 12mm.; the difference between tho 
Summer and AV^iiiter tail in length is but slight. 

In Winter the plumage is darker and tho striations more 
apparent and the fulvous below a little darker. 

Young are paler and slightly more fulvous and very much 
more yellow below. 

Distribution. North and South Shan States, Hills of Karenni 
and Central Burma, West to Thayeimyo; Yunnan and Annain. 
Two specimens from Annani are very dark in comparison and 
much more rufous—in fact, very close to my assamica, 

Nidification. Similar to that of the otlier races of this species. 

Habits. Tho.se of the genus. 


Suya atrogularis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage dark olive-brown. #S'. a. atroynlariKy p. 523. 

B. Up|)er plumage bright ferruginous-brown. S. a. khasianay p. 524. 
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(928) Suya atrogularis atrogularis. 

The Black-throated Hill-AV^\rhler. 

Suya alroyularU Moore, l\Z. 8., 1854, p. 77 (Darjiling). 

Suya atriyularig. Blanf. & Oate.s, i, p. 445. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Summer. Whole upper j)lumage dark olive- 
brown, the head and nape still darker and greyer with the dark 
centres showing very faintly ; wings and tail rufous-brown edged 
paler and the latter with faint pale tips ; cheeks and ear-covertS’ 
fulvous and brown, with a white line running from the base of 
the lower mandible to the back of the ear-coverts ; chin, throat 
and upper breast black ; feathers of the lower breast and extreme 
upper abdomen white with black margins and centres ; remainder 
of lower }>liiiiiage fulvous, deeper and more ochraceous in tint on 
the flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts ; axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and primary-patch fulvous-white or pinkish-fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Similar to the same in S» c, cnnigera. 
The bill is, as iji that bird, wholly black in Sunnner, ])ale horny- 
brown in Winter. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 50 mm.: tail 100 to 109 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm. ; culrnen about 11 mm. 

In Winter the whole upper plumage is much paler and the 
faint central streaks are a little more detinite ; below the black of 
the throat and breast is replaced by fulvous-white streaked with 
black; tliere is a distinct whitish supercilium and the lores and a 
band behind the eye are dark brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim only. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of Sujia n'innjera critiigera^ 
but the nest is more often placed in 1()\\ bushes rather than in 
grass. The eggs, also, are like those of that species but whereas 
in that bird, whatever the race, the reddish egg is more common 
than the greenish, in this species the latter is tlie dominant 
type. Eighty egtrs average 17*0 x 12*S mm. : maxima 18*3 X 
12*9; and 17*7 X 13*5 mm.; minima 14’4xl2*5 and lt)*lxl2*l 
mm. It is curious that this bird, which is so much smaller 
than S. r. crlmgera and its races, .should have an egg which is as 
big or bigger than that of that bird. This Warbler lavs 
principally in May and June, both Mr. 11. Stevens and Mr. W. T. 
Masson having taken numerous nests round Darjeeling and in 
Native Sikkim, during those months, between 6,000 and 9,000 
feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species but it is found 
at higher elevations. It is common on the Singalila ridge above^ 
Darjeeling at 9,000 feet wherever open grass-land and scrub- 
jungle is to ho found. 
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(i»2iO Suya atrogularis khasiana. 

Austen's Hili^Warbleu. 

Suya khitsiana (lodwin-Austen, A. .M. X. 11., (4)\viii, p. 41l? ( 1S7(>) 
(.Shilloiiu) ; lllaiif. Oate.n, i, p. 44<). 

Vernacular names. Daotlshu iUaiao (Ciu-liari). 

Description. DilYerv^ from X'. a. atrotjulm is in having the whole 
of the lipper parts light ferruginous-brown, briglner on tlie fore¬ 
head : the monstachia! w hite streak is generally broader. 

Colours of soft parts as in X. a. atmyularis. 

Measurements. Wiug 4b to 5:1 mm. ; tail bb to 117 mm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm ; (uilmen 1 1 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South and East of the Ihahmaputia; 
Chin Hills. 

Nidification. Austtm’s Hill-A\"arbler breeds in the Khasia Hills 
in even greater numbers than the Brown Hill-Warbler, and tht‘ 
nests and eggs of the two birds cannot be distinguished from one 
anotl»er. This ])ird, liowever, is more numerous above 4,iHiO feel 
than is X. c. (tssidtiica and less numerou.s below that height, ddie 
eggs, like those of X. a. ((fror/ularis^ are more often oftht* greeni.sh 
type and the almost unieoloured pink type witli a deep ring round 
the larger end is the least common type. Both of thesj* birds aii* 
very frecpiently cuckolded by Cuculus canorus Udtri and by 
Caccomavtis lueruUnas, J'lie eggs of the latter agn^e very well 
with those of the foster-parent but the eggs of Cuculus are at least 
four times their bulk. The young bird when hatched soon out¬ 
grows the nest, which expands like a trellis-work nmmi it until, 
iinally, it bursts and the young Cuckoo is generally throw u on to 
the ground, where it is fed and looked after by the foster-parents. 

Habits. Those of the genus. On the whole, both races of 
X. atrogularis affect ratln»r thicker cover than do the races 
of X. cvinufcra, though neither will ever he found inside dense 
forest. 


(iTiO) Suya superciliaris superciliaris. 

A N I) l,U.SO.\’s III \A.- Wa ItB I.KJt. 

Sni/a sttiurciliaris V.'A. S., 1871, p. 212 (Mumeiii, Chille.^« 

Frontier); Bhinf. A Oates, i, p. 447. 

Vernacular names. \one recorded. 

Description. Above fulvous-brown, the crown and nape darker; 
the tail with paler tips and terminal margins; wdng-quills brown, 
edged with rather rufous fulvous-brown ; lores and feathers round 
the eye dark slaty-brown, a narrow white superciliurn from the 
nostrils to the back of the ear-coverts; ear-coverts asliy-grey and 
fulvous; chin and throat white tinged with fulvous; breast more 
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grey with tiny black edges or streaks to the leathers ; centre of 
abdonien white or fnlvous-white; Hanks, sides of the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts rich fulvous-ochre. 

There appears to be no difference in the Summer and Winter 
plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan; bill dark horny-brown above, 
tleshy-horny below; apparently not becomijjg black in the 
breeding-season ; legs and feet fleshy-tan. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 52 mm.; taiM4 to 112 mm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm.: culmen 11 to 12mm. 

Young have the brt*a.>l tinged willi hrigiiter yellow. 

Distribution. Kachin and Eastern Chin Kills, Karenni and Hills 
of Central Burma to Tenasserirn, Shan Stales, Yunnan and China to 
Eokhieii. Four specimens from Annain have the breasts and throats 
with no fulvous tint and the black streaks ol)solete, whilst tlie 
vent arid II inks are distinctl}" browner. JMore malorial may render 
it necessary to separate them from typical snjfeirUiaria. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs taken by Mr. E. C. Cook and others 
in the Kachin Hills are described as being similar to tliose of other 
species of this genus. Col. Harington, however, found that they 
sometimes nuidi^ an untidy ball-shaped nest of grass very like a 
miniature nest of a Munia. 'J'he eggs go through the same range 
of variation as do those of Sut/a atrot/u/ai'is but, taking a large 
series, they are certainly a much duller colour on the w hole. Eift v 
eggs averagt* I <1*7 X 12*7 mm.; maxima 18*4 X 13*6 mm. ; minima 
16*8 X 12 B ami lS 0xll*9 mm. 

riiey breed from March to June, between 4,000 and S,000 feet, 
generally in low grass or buslies, occasionally in ferns or brambles. 

Habits. I’liose of the genus. 

Genus PRINIA. 

Prinia Ilorsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. B'»4 (1820). 

Type, Prinia famiUaria Horsf., Java, 

The genus Prinia contains many species of Warblers, tive of 
w hicli occur within our limits. In appearance they merely ditfer 
from the birds of the genus FranJdinia in having only ten tail- 
feathers instead of twelve. 

They have a complete Spring moult, accompanied in some 
instances with so great a change of colour and in the structure of 
the tail that no little confusion has arisen as to the actual number 
of species in existence. Most of the species again are found over 
a very wide area and many geographical races occur. 

Kf ij to Species. 

A. Upper plumage streaked. P. gracilisy p. 520. 

B. Upper plumage not streaked. 

n. .\bdoim*n yellovv . P. flatn'vontris, p. 528. 
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6, Abdomen fulvous or buff. 
a. Bill black. 

rt". Upper plumaj,^e ashy . 

/>". Upper plumage rufous-brown.... 
Upper plumage earthy-brown. 

Outer tail-leathers white. 

b^. Outer tail-feathers pale brown . 
b\ Bill brown, lower mandible tieshy- 
brown. 

(f. Upper plumage warm rufous- 

brown . 

<*". Upper plumage earthy - brown, 
tinged greenish . 


I\ 8octalis, sestiv., p. 530. 
1\ sodalis, liyem., p. 530. 

P. sylmtUcay a^st., p. 53t^. 
P. inornata, test., p. 534. 


P. sylvaticdy hyem., p. 532. 
P. inormtay hyem., p. 534. 


Prinia gracilis. 

Sylvia tjracUk Tachteu., Verz. Doubl. Berlin, p. .*14 (182:!) (Nubin). 
Key to Subspecies, 

A. Paler above, purer fulvous below . P. y. lej)i<hx, p. 520. 

B. Darker above, fulvous below tinged with 

brown . P. y p. 527. 


Prinia gracilis lepida. 

The India\ Stkkaked WitEX-WAiniLKU. 

Pi'inia lepida Blyth, J, A, S. B., xiii, p. 376 (1844) (Indus Valley); 

Blanf. iS: Oates, i, p. 448. 

Vernacular names. Khur-jyJiootki (Hind.) ; Door (iSind ). 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail fulvous-brown ; 
the tail cross-rayed with brown, tipped with white and subtipped 
dusky ; the rest of tlie plumage wdth the feathers centred dark 
brown in streaks ; lores and round the eye fulvous-white ; ear- 
coverts pale fulvous mottled with brown ; whole lower plumage 
<pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iri.s yellow to tan-brown ; bill black in 
tSiimmer, horny-brown above, fleshy-brown below in Winter; 
legs and feet pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 min.; wing 42 to 
47 mm.; tail 54 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmcm 8 to 

mm. The tail is about 10 mm. shorter iu Summer than in 
Winter. 

Distribution. Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Sind, Punjab, Kajpu- 
tana and N.W. Frontier Province. 

Nidiflcation. The Indian Streaked Wren-Warbler makes a long, 
oval domed nest of fine grasses and slireds of grass-blades, some¬ 
times lining it scantily with finer shreds and a little seed-down 
■sometimes making a thick pad of the latter. It is usually place*d 
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ill tufts of coarse dry grass within cue foot to three feet from the 
ground ; occasionally it is placed in small thorny bushes. The 
nest is built entirely by the female, the male perching on the top 
of some high grass near the nest and singing loudly whilst she 
works. Tliey seem to have two breeding-seasons, for Zanidny took 
eggs ill Baluchistan in March and again in late June. Jri Lahore, 
Dodsworth found eggs in March and April, whilst General 
Betham states that around that town nests were most numerous 
in July and August. Liridsey-Smith and Pitman took nests at 
Multan and Debra Ismail Khan in April and early May. The 
eggs miinber four or five. The ground-colour varies from almost 
white to a distinctly warm greenish blue or, less often, cream, 
in most eggs the whole surface is profusely covered with pale 
reddish blotches or freckles but in some the markings are more 
nmiK^rous at the larger end, forming a ring or cap and are sparse 
elsewhere. One hundred eggs average x 10*7 mm.: maxima 
151 X 1 ] *4 and 14‘ 1 x 11*8 mm.; minima 11-9 x 9*9 mm. 

Habits. This AV^arbler keeps entirely to cover, composed either 
of grass or scrub, though it may also be si^en frequenting and 
hunting for insects in the babool and acacia trees dotted about in 
among the lower cover. Ticehurat draws attention to the 
snapping noise made by this bird with its bill, in addition to its 
constant twittiT. This snapping noise seems to be made by all 
Priuias and, curiously enough, by the birds of the genus 
FrtuikVmia also. 

(9;}2) Prinia gracilis stevensi. 

The Assam Stheaked AVrex-AV^arbler. 

Prinia (jracilis sterensi llartert, Bull. B. 0. C., xliii, p. l;}i> (U)23t 
(N. Lakhimpur). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Much darker abov(*, more olive and less fulvous 
than P. </. lejnda^ below tinged with brown rather than fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. AVing 40 to 43 mm.; tail 48 to 62 mm.; tarsus 
17 mm.; ciilmen about 9 mm. 

Distribution. Assam and Eastern Bengal; the Ganges delta. 

Nidification. AV^rv similar to that of P. rj. hpida but st'cms to 
breed always in very dense grass in river-beds. Mr. H. Stevens 
the discoverer of this bird, took several nests with eggs durim^ 
April. These latter are small, rather dull-colonred editions of 
those of the Indinn Streaked Wren-AVarbler. They vary in size 
between 1P9 x 9*3 and 14*0x IPO mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the last bird but frequenting much 
lieavier denser grass and apparently not frequenting bushed at all. 
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Prinia flaviventris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. l)arl\t‘r, both al)ovf» mid below . fiocircnti’ts, ]>. 

15. Paler, both above and below. P. f. Mndiana, p. irJ9. 

(9y;i) Prinia flaviventris flaviventris. 

'rj[K Yellow-hkllikd Wuen-Wahuleti. 

OrfhotomttsJiaviveyiiris Deless., Rev. Zool., 1H40, p. 101 (llhutan). 

Vritiin Jiaviventns. Jllanf. Oates, i, p. 440, 

Vernacular names. Daotisha (jurroia {Ci\.ch\\v\). 

Description. Porel^oad and crown dark ashy, sliadino; into ashy- 
jireen on the nape and olive-green on the upper plumage and 
closed wings ; tail olive-green, obsolelely cross-ra\ erl, Lip])ed paler 
and sometimes faintly subtipped darker; lort*s dusky brown; a 
white eyebrow, not always present; a ring round tJn^ eye yellowish 
wliite ; chin, throat and brea.st white, suiTn.sed with fulvous in 
varying degree; sides of the head and throat ashy ; remainder of 
lower plumage briglit yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-browr;; bill black in Summer, 
horny-brown in Winter, paler below ; legs and feet fleshy-orange 

Measurements. Wing 42 to 49 mm.; tail 50 to 70 mm.; 
tarsus about 21 mm.; cuimen about 10 to II mm.; vSouthern 
Burmese birds have larger bills measuring 11 to 12 turn. 

In Winter tlm tail is longer, but the white eyebrow' said by 
Oates to be a Winter character appears to be an individual one, 
some birds having it in both Summer and Winter whilst other 
birdvS have no signs of it. 

Distribution. The Nepal Terai, TIimalayas to p]ast and South 
As.sarn ; Efistern Bengal, Burma and iMalay States to Singapore 
and AVest Sumatra. 

Nidification. The Yellow-bellied Wren-Warbler breeds over 
all its range after the rains break from the end of June to 
September; in Assam, however, where there is more rain earlier in 
the year, they commence breeding in early May. Tliey breed at all 
elevations up to 3,f >00 feet and even up to 3,500 feet on rare occasions, 
but generally below 2,500 feet. The nest is made of shreds of 
grass-blades and is egg-shaped with a comparatively large entrance 
near the top; there is no lining as a rule, though sometimes finer 
grass-stems are used for this purpose. It is placed in grass,, 
among weeds or, less often, in a low bush and is well fixed to the 
supporting grass-stems or stalks. Occasionally the nest is quite 
pendent but, more usually, one or more of the stalks are w ound 
into the base and sides as well. The eggs number four and in 
colour are a brilliant glossy brick-red, normally unicoloured, but, 
exceptionally, with a darker ring or cap at the larger end. Forty 
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eggH average 15-2x11*8 mm.; maxima 16‘4x 11*9 and 14-5x 
12*6 mm.; minima 14*2 X 11*6 and 16*1 x 11*0 mm. 

Habits. This pretty little Warbler keeps almost entirely to- 
grass-land, low bush and scrub-jungle or to reeds and elephant- 
grass in swamps and marshy places. Sometimes it may be found 
in thin secondary growth in deserted cultivation but never, I 
think, in heavy jungle or forest. It takes its insect diet from the 
leaves and grasses and also from the ground, where it is very active. 
On the wing it is very feeble and has the same top-heavy flight of 
most of the long-tailed Prinias. As a rule, it shuns observation, 
but in the breeding-season the male sings a cheery, but weak, 
little song, perched high up on some tall grass or bush top. It 
makes the same curious clicking noise as it moves about as do 
other species of tins genus, possibly with its bill, more probably 
with its wings meeting over its back. 

(9:14) Prinia flaviventris sindiana. 

Ticehurst’s Wren-Warbler. 

Prinifi Jffivivimfrh sttidiamts Ticehurst, Hull. H. O, (\, xl, p, 167 
(19i^6) (Sukkur, Sind). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “Similar to P. /, Jlavwentris but paler; le.ss 
intense (“ saturated ’’) olive-green above, especially on the rump ; 
rather paler yellow on belly, flanks and vent.” 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 4H to 45 mm.; culinen 9*5 to 10 mm.; 
tail 48 to 64 in in. 

Distribution. Sind and Baniiu in North-AVest Frontier Province. 

Nidification. Mr. T. li. Bell found this bird breeding in Sind 
in April, placing its nest in clumps of “ Ar/magrass or in th« 
thicker boughs of tamarisk three to five feet from the ground. 
The nest is a very deep purse made of line roots, grass and 
vegetable-down, and lined with fine grasses. The eggs are not 
described but. are, presumably, not distinguishable from thovse of 
the preceding race. Doig gives the nesting-season as March, June 
and September. 

Habits. According to Ticehurst, this is a very local AVarbler, 
and is essentially a bird of Tamarisk and grass jungle. He 
syllabifies the note as “ tweeddU4i-li” 


Prinia socialis. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Below rather pale rufescent buff . P, s, socialis, p. 530. 

B, Below more richly coloured and more rufous 

on flanks and thighs . P* s. stewarti^ p. 631, 
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(935) Prinia socialis socialis. 

The Ashy Wben-Wabbleb. 

Prinia socialis Sykes, P. Z.S., 1832, p. 89 (Deccan); Blanf. Oates, 
i, p. 450 (part.). 

Vernacular names. PhiUkij Kola phutki (Hin.); Fit-intta{\{\\\. 
in S. India). 

Description.—Snmmer. Upper plumage dark slaty-ashy, rather 
paler on lower back and rump; wings dark rufous, the concealed 
parts dark brown; tail rufous, tipped with wlnte or pale buff and 
with a bi:oad subterininal dark band; a narrow superciliuin buff, 
often absent; lores and round the eye almost black; whole lower 
plumage rufescent buff, paler on the centre of the abdoinen, darker 
on the thighs and under tail-coverts ; axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and an oblique patch acro.ss under surface of quills rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan or yellow; bill black always ; legs 
and feet fleshy-brown or pale horny. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 52 mm.; tail 50 to 01 mm. in 
Bummer, 68 to 73 mm. in Winter; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; 
culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

In Winter the upper parts are much more suffused with rufous ; 
the crown alone remaining pale ashy, but, judging from the very 
long series of Winter birds in the British Museum collection, 
old birds do not always become rufous at this senson ; the buff 
supercilium does not appear to be a seasoual character. 

Young birds are like the adult in Winter, though more yellow 
below. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India, South of a line running 
from Surat, Khandesh and Nagpore and thence South-East to the 
mouths of the Godavari. 

Nidification. The Ashy Wren-Warbler breeds from March to 
September, nearly always having at least two broods. The nest 
varies very greatly in construction. In many cases it is like a 
very roughly made, large and unlined nest of the Tailor-bird. 
Two or more leaves are sewn together with roots and grasses, the 
Actual stitches being made with silk from cocoons or spiders* egg- 
bags or with spiders’ webs only. The lining in these generally 
i^onsistsof a base of fine roots covered with a matting of grass-seed 
down. A second type of nest is very like that already described 
as made by Prinia JlaviventrUy whilst yet a third type is a rudely 
built and flimsy ball of grass, supported by grass and weeds, 
sometimes fairly well attached to the supports, sometimes hardly 
fastened to them at all. The eggs are either three or four in 
number and are like those of P. flaviventrU^ but on an average 
deeper in colour. Thirty eggs average 16-1 x 12‘1 mm.; maxima 
17*0xl2‘l mm. and 16*2x 12*3 mm.; minima 16*4xll‘9 and 
16*2x11-8 mm. 
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Habits. T[u 8 Warbler is found from the level of the Plains up 
to 7,000 feet in the Nilgiris and other hill-ranges in South India. 
It may be found in gardens, round about villages in cultivation and 
scattered bush and grass cover, being particularly fond of sugar¬ 
cane fields wliere it often breeds. In its habits generally it is 
much the same as Prlnia Jlavlventris. 


(030) Prinia socialis stewarti. 

vStkwakts Ashy Wken-Wakblek. 

Prinia mt&icarii llljth, J. A. S. ]I,xvi, p. 455 (1847) (Agra). 

Prinia socialia. Blaiif. iS: Oates, i, p. 450 (part.). 

Vernacular names. IVnUki, Kala-phutkl (Hin.). 

Description. I can see no dilference in the two forms, except 
that the lower plumage of Northern birds is decidedly more rich 
and rufoiis than it is in Southern birds. 

Colours of soft parts as in P.socialis. 

Measurements. Wing 45 to 52 mm.; tail 43 to 75 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Northern Iridia Bast of the 
Chenab to Eastern Assam. South to Surat, Khandesh and 
Nagpore and thence Soutli to the mouth of the Godavari. Over 
a very wide area, botli North and South of this imaginary line, 
the race is (juite indeterminate in the majority of specipens, 
though ill the extremes of their habitats the difterenees are well 
marked. 

Nidification. In no way different from that of the last bird, hut 
it lays from four to six eggs, often live. It is essentially a bird of 
gardens, cultivation and villages, though in Assam it is also found 
in grass-lands and in thin si^condarv jungle. Sixty eggs average 
15*1 X 12*2 inm. ; maxima 16'1 X 12'0 and 15*2x13*1 mm.: 
minima 14*1 x 10*9 mm. 

They breed as soon as the Eains break in June to the end of 
August, but in Assam, like the preceding Warbler, they commence 
to breed in May or even in April. They breed up to 4,000 feet, 
but, more commonly, under 2.000 feet. 

Habits. Tfie same as those of P, s, socialis. 


Prinia sylvatica. 

Kep to Subspecies, 

A. Above dull earthy-brown, tinged with rufous. P. s. sj/Icatica, p. 532. 

B. Above darker, richer browji .. i. P. s, valida, p. 533. 

O. Above much paler, more grey, less brown .. P, s, ru/escens, p. 533. 


2 M 2 
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(937) Prinia sylvatica sylvatica. 

Thb Jungle Wren-Warblek. 

Prinia sylvatica Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S., xi, p. 4 (1840) (Seegor, 
Nilgins); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 461 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Kenda-lotakun-jitta (Tel.); Tot-nmgi (Hin* 
in Cen. India). 

Description. — Summer. Above dull earthy-brown, tinged with 
rufous, more especially on the rump ; wing-feathers dark brown, 
edged with pale dull rufous-brown ; tail brown, all but the central 
pair tipped white and with a blackish subterminal patch; the 
outermost pair almost wholly white on the inner web, intermediate 
pairs grading; all the feathers faintly cross-rayed ; lores, a short 
supercilium and round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts and 
cheeks grey and buff; whole lower plumage very pale buff; 
axillaries, under wing-coverts and oblique patch on inner webs of 
quills pinkisk buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill in i:himmer pure black, in 
Winter horny-brown, paler at the base ; legs and feet lleshy-brown 
to pale fleshy. 

Measurements. llViug 55 to 00 mm.; tail 60 to 76 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; culmen about 12 mm. 

In Winter the plumjigo is a warmer rufous-hrown and the 
lower plumage more ochraceous ; the cheeks and ear-coverts more^ 
brown. 

Distribution. The whole of India with the exception of Mount 
Aboo and an unknown extent of area surrounding it. To th« 
North-west as far as the lower Simla Hills and thence to Cutch ; 
to the East to Assam, Manipur and Lushai Hills. 

Nidiflcation. The Jungle Wren-Warbler breeds from June to 
September, making a deep cup-sbaped or domed nest of grasses^ 
The gra.ss used consists principally of green strips torn from the 
blades but this is mixed with cobwebs, seed-down and other 
materials. The favourite site is a low thick bush or a tussock of 
coarse grass in ravines running through giass-lands but they 
also build in scrub and grass round about villages and {idjoining 
cultivation. The eggs number three to five and the ground-colour 
varies from almost white to dull pinkish or dull blue-green. The 
markings consist of minute freckles of reddish, generally sparse 
over two-thirds of the surface but often coalescing to form a ring 
or cap at the larger end. In shape they are long oval, obtuse 
at the smaller end. Fifty eggs average 17*8 x 12*9 mm.: maxima 
18'3 X 14*0 mm.; minima 15*8 X 12*0 mm. 

Habits. Genei*ally, the habits of this Warbler are typical of the 
genus but it is, as its name implies, a bird of the uncultivated 
country rather than of gardens and villages. It does not appear 
to ascend the hills above 2,000 feet. 
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(938) Prinia sylvatica valida. 

The Ceylon Jungle Ween-Warbleb. 

Drytnoica valida Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 180 (1851) (Ceylon). 

Prinia sylvatica. Blanf. A Oates, i, p. 451 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. DifPers from P. s. sylvatica in being very much 
darker above. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. s. sylvatica, 

Ueasurements. Wing 58 to 63 mm.; tail 58 to 72 mm.; 
tarsus 22 to 23 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. ; both culmen and 
tarsus appear to be stouter and stronger, as well as longer, than 
in the last bird. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Similar to that of P, «. sylvatica. The eggs 
measure about 18*1 x 12*9 mm. 

Habits. Those ot* the Common Jungle Wren-Warbler. 


(939) Prinia sylvatica rufescens. 

The Aboo Jungle Ween-Waebler. 

Drymapus ru/escens Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 110 (Mt. Aboo). 

Prirna sylvatica. Blanf. A Oates, i, p. 451 (^part.). 

Vernacular names. Tot-rungi (Hin.). 

Description. Tn Summer more grey, less brown than P.«. sylvatica 
and much paler than P. s. valida. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 64 (one 56) mm.; tail 60 to 75 
mm.; tarsus about 22 inin.; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Mt. Aboo. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the species. This pale grey form is apparently 
found in almost desert country and on rocky bare bills with a very 
scanty vegetation consisting of stunted grass and low bushes. 


Prinia inornata. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Paler below, more fulvous, not rufous. 

a. General tone of upper plumage pale earthy- 

brown ... P. t. inornatay p. 634, 

b. Above decidedly richer and browner. P. ». jerdcnii^ p. 635. 

c. Above dark earthy-brown, tinged grey .... P, i. burmanica^ 

B, Darker below, fulvoua strongly tinged with ^p. 686. 

rufous on flanks, thighs and vent.. P. t. hlattfordi, p. 637« 
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Pi'inia hiomati herherti is almost sure to be found in the low¬ 
ly iug swampy portions of Eastern Tenasserim. It is a much 
deeper coloured bird than any of the above races and has no fulvolus 
or rufous tinge on the upper plumage. 

The eggs of this species form one of the most curious instances 
of variation according to the geographicjil distribution of the sub¬ 
species that I know of. The eggs of P. i.jerdoni from Ceylon and 
{South India are a brilliant blue, spotted and streaked with deep 
red, purplish black or black. Iii Northern India the eggs laid are 
decidedly a less brilliant bine and the markings are less deep- 
coloured, more often reddish brown than nearly black. In Oudh, 
we have these normal blue eggs over the greater part of the 
Province but in one small area round about Gouda the birds 
generally lay white eggs with bold blood-red and blackish spots 
and blotches. In Assam and Burma, P. i. hurmunica lays a duller 
blue egg, often tinted with pink, whilst in the South of Burma 
P, t. hlanfordi lays a dull pinkisli egg with reddish blotches and 
scrawls. Finally, in wSiain, P. ?. herherti lays the most beautiful pink 
eggs with great blotches and lines of blood-red, ])urplisli red or 
almost black. The gradation from brilliant blue to the other 
extreme of brilliant pink is perfect but the cause for the variation 
is still obscure. 

In each area an occasional aberrant clutch of eggs may be 
found similar to the common type in one of the other areas. 


(940) Prinia inornata inornata. 

The In d tax Wren-Ware leu. 

Prinia inornata Sykes, P. Z. S., p. Hlit (Ueccanj; Blaiif. & 

Oates, i, p. 452. 

Vernacular names. Lota-hun-jitta (Tel.) : Nvmgi>ho (I^peha). 

Description. — Summer. Whole upper plumage and visible parts 
of wings pale earthy-brown with darker centres to the feathers ; 
the wing-quills edged a little more rufescent; tail pale earthy- 
brown, faintly cross-rayed, edged with rufous and the inner webs 
much paler than the outer, generally witii an ill-defined dark 
subterminal bar; a short supercilium and feathers round the eye 
fulvous-white; lores dark brown ; ear-coverts and upper cheeks 
pale brown; whole lower plumage pale pinkish-fulvous, darker on 
the thighs, vent and under tail-coverts ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown to bright yellow ; 
bill black in Summer, brown, with a paler fleshy base, in Winter ; 
legs and feet fleshy-white to light yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 53 mm.; tail 50 to 65 rnm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 inm. 

In Winter the upper plumage is more fulvous-brown, the 
darker centres only showing on the crown. 
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Distribution. The whole of India, North of the Nilgiris and 
Northern Travaucore; East to Upper Assam, North of the 
Bfahinaputra. 

Nidification. The Indian Wren-Warbler commences to breed in 
June as soon as the liains break and continues until August and 
September. In Oudh most eggs are laid in July and these two 
latter months; in East Bengal and North Assam, however, many 
nests may be found in March and February. In shape the nests 
are either globular, oval, or deep purses. The domed nests vary 
from about 4 to 6 inches either way but the purse nests are 
generally much more narrow, seldom more than 3 inches wide 
but, on the other hand, very deep, sometimes as much as 
8 or 9 inches and usually 6 inches or more. They are made 
entirely of very line strips of grass-blades, strongly and carefully 
interwoven but without any lining. They may be placed in coarse 
grass, weeds or in a low bush and, where there are Tea-gardens, 
tea-bushes form a very favourite site. The eggs are bright blue, 
spotted sparingly but boldly with reddish brown, purple or blood- 
red brown and black and often have numerous luiir-lines as well. 
The underlying spots are of lavender or pale purple-grey. The 
effect of the blue ground and dark marking is very bold and hand¬ 
some. In shape the eggs are broad blunt ovals, and two hundred 
of them average 15’G x 11*5 inin.: maxima 18*0 X 12*5 and 16*1 x 
12*5 mm.: minima 14 0 X 10*() and 14*5x10*1 mm. 

The eggs number three to five. 

Habits. Tliis is a very familiar little Warbler, being found in 
some numbers, w herever there is sufficient low cover, round about 
houses, villages and towns, often entering into and even breeding 
in slirubs and grass in gardens. It has a loud note sounding like 
iveet-weet-weet^ wdiich it often indulges in, but no song, though, 
like the other Prinias, the male is very fond of mounting some high 
perch, where it twdtters and trills excitedly, evidently in the full 
belief it is singing. Its flight is the usual top-heavy, feeble 
attempt of the genus and it is much more active on its legs,, 
preferring to escape upon them into thick cover rather than take 
to wing. It prefers grass-cover to any other, but also frequents 
bushes, crops and secondary grow th, though it is never found in 
heavy jungle or forest. It ascends the foot-hills up to some 
3,000 feet but is not common over that elevation. 

(941) Prinia inornata jerdoni. 

The Ceylon Wren-Warbler. 

Drymoica jerdoni Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 459 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Prinia jerdoni, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 463. 

Vernacular names. Chit-kuravi (Tel., Travancore). 

Description. Differs from P. t. inornata in being very much 
darker and more richly coloured above; the white tips and the 
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dark subterminal bars to the tail-feathers are better defined. In 
Winter also the general colour is much darker than in the Indian 
Wren-Warbler. 

Colours of soft parts as in P, t. inornata. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 55 mm.; tail 52 to 65 mm.; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India to the Nilgiiis ancT 
Travancore and the southern parts of Malabar. Oates records 
both this and the last race from the Nilgiris, treating tliem as 
species but the fine series in the British Museum shows clearly 
that all the birds of these Hills must be assigned to the present 
subspecies. 

Nidification. Messrs. Wait and Phillips have seen nests and eggs 
of this little Warbler in practically every month of the year in 
Ceylon but there seem to be two principal seasons, one December 
to February and the second in July and August. In the hills 
of Southern India it breeds from March to July. The nest is 
nearly always of the long purse-shape and domed egg-shaped nests 
are rare. The eggs are like those of the last race but brighter 
blue, more boldly marked and more frequently with some hair-lines, 
^ne hundred eggs average 15‘8xll*7 mm.: maxima 17‘8xl2*2 
and 16*7 X 12*3 mm.; minima 14*2 x 11*2 and 151 x 11*1 mm. 

The usual clutch of eggs is three, sometimes four. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This race is especially fond of 
grass near water. It is iound up to 6,000 or even 7,000 feet on 
the Nilgiris and adjoining hills. 

(942) Prinia inornata burmanica. 

The Bubmese Wren-AVaubleu. 

Prinia inornata ftwrTwamca Harington, Bull. B.O. C., xxxi, p. Ill 
(1913) (Mandalay). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. White tips and black bars on the tail-feathers 
much more distinct than in P, i, inor?iata; general tone darker 
and greyer in plumage. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. t. inornata. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 57 mm.; tail 47 to 64 mm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm.; culmen about II mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and the whole 
of Burma as far South as Hangoon; Kachin Hills, Shan States 
and Northern Siam, 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of the other races, but the domed¬ 
shaped nest is more often built than the purse or tubular-shaped 
ones. They breed principally in May, June and July. 

The eggs are like those of P. i, inornata but many have a strong 
pink tinge in them and only very exceptional eggs are as pure a 
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blue as those of that race. Two hundred eggs, including a large 
series measured by Mr, J. M. D. Mackenzie, average 15*4 x 11*9 
mm.: maxima 16*76x11*5 and lb*0x 12*0 mm.; minima 15*4x 
11*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(943) Prinia inornata blanfordi. 

The Tenasberim. Wren-Warbler. 

Drymoica blanfordi Wald., Blytirs B. of Burma, p. 118 (1875) 
(Thayetruyo). 

Pnnia inornata. Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 464. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Darker and more rufous above than L hurmanica 
and much more fulvous below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races, but the hill never 
becomes black in Sttnuner. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 52 mm.; tail 53 to 73 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Burma from Kangoon Southwards. Possibly 
in the extreme East of Tenasserim another race, P. i. herberti, may 
be found. 

Hidification. Similar to that of the other subspecies, but the 
eggs are still less blue and more pink in colour than those of the 
Northern Burmese race, some eggs approaching the beautiful pink 
type of egg always laid by P. /. herherti. One hundred and 
fifty eggs average 15*7x11*5 mm.: maxima 17*0x12*25 mm.; 
minima 14*25x10*5 mm. Three to five eggs are laid in a 
clutch. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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Family REGULID^. 

In this family Oates retained only the one genus, liegidus^ whilst 
he placed Lepiopcecih and Cephalopyrns in his subfamily Liotri- 
chiiUB of the family Timaliidce. Gaclow, in Volume viii. of the 
British Museum Catalogue of Birds places the first two genera in 
llegididiie^ whilst Cephalopyrus he keeps with the Titmoiises, 
Paridfn, in the genus JEgitludvs. Hartert, on the other hancl^ 
places all three genera in the Paridce^ though he does not absorb 
C€phalop)grus into jEgithalua or into any of the other genera. 

I can see no resemblances to the Timaliid(^ in either llegalus or 
Leptopcecile^ which are undoubtedly very closely allied. Cephalo- 
pyrus is very close to LeptopcecUe but differs from both tlie other 
genera in its most unusual nidificatioii. With the AVarblers they 
have many characters in common and, probably, their most correct 
position would be betw^een the Parid<e and Sylviuhr^. 

In this family, li€gulid<r, the birds are all alike very small w ith 
thick soft plumage : the head is sub-crested ; the bill is small and 
straight, less than half the length of the head ; rictal bristles are 
present, though in different degree and there is an operculum, 
or semi-operculum, over the nostril, w hich is placed in a groove; 
the w'ing is short and rounded, the 4th, 5th and 6th primaries 
being snbequal; the tail is shorter than the wing but varies in 
shape; the tarsus is long, more than two and a hall; times the 
length of the hind toe without claw. 


Key to Genera. 


A. Nostrils covered with a stiff feather. Keguj.us, p. 538. 

B. No feather over nostril. 

«. Crown chestnut suffused with blue ; tail 

well rounded. Lei^topcf.cilk, p. 542. 

h. Crown orange-red ; tail square. Cephalopyrus, p. 544. 


Genus REGULUS. 

Regnhis Koch, Syst. baier. ZooL, p. 199 (1816). 
Type, R. eristatm Kochs=2^. regulxig. 

Begnilas regnilus- 

Motacilla regulxiB Linn. S. N. i, p. 338 (1766). 
Type-locality : Sweden. 
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Key to Subs 2 }ecies, 

A. Upper parts dull olive-green, below 

fulvous-white.*. li. hwialayensisj p. 539. 

B. Upper parts darker and browner, below 

greyisn white . it. r. yunnanemis^ p. 541. 

C. Upper parts paler and more grey, below 

gi'eyish white . B.r. trisUa, p. 541. 


(!)44) Regulus regttlus himalayensis. 

The Himalaian Goldcbest. 

Uegulus himalayensis Jerdon, 15. <jf 1., ii, j). 206 (186.4) (X.W. 

Himalayas) (restricted to .Srinagar). 

Reyuius cristatus. Blarif. .S: Oates, i, p. 444. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Centre of crown flame-colour edged 
with bright lemon-yellow ; sides of crown black ; upper parts dull 
olive-green, greyish on the upper back and becoming almost 
olive-yellow on the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail-feathers 
brown edged with olive-yellow; wing-coverts dark brown edged 



l^ ig. 85.—Head of Jl . >*. himnlajfenxis . 


with yellowish white forming two broad bars ; (luiUs brown edged 
with yellowish white and with a black patch on the base of the 
inner primaries ; lores and round the eye greyish white ; below- 
fulvous-white, tinged with olive on the flanks and sides of 
breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark browni; bill black; legs and 
claw^s dark greenish brown, soles of feet paler and more 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; wing 53 to 58 mm.; 
tail about 36 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; ciilmen 9 to 10 ram. 
Hartert gives the wing as 55 to 58*5 mm, but there are several 
smaller than this in the British Museum. 

Adult female. Similar to the male but w ith the centre of the 
crown yellow’. The sexes are about the same in size. 

The young are like the female but brighter and paler, though 
with no gold crest. 

The Himalayan G-oldcrest has generally been separated from 
the European on account of its larger size and more brilliant 
flame-coloured crown. Neither of tliese alleged differences hold 
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good. The large series in the British Museum show the same 
extremes of measurement in both forms and the degree of variation 
in the colour of the crown is also the same. On the other baud, 
Begtclus r, regulus is a much more yellow bird above than is our 
Himalayan form and this quite suffices for its identification. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan, through Kash¬ 
mir, the Simla and Garhwal Hills, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to 
the JDafla and Abor Hills. It is not found South of the Brahma¬ 
putra but some form of Regulus is sure to be found in the higher 
Chin and Kachin Hills. It is also found in Western China but 
it is difficult to . say where this form meets the dark Yunnan 
bird. 

Nidification. There is very little on record about the nidifica- 
tion of this bird. Buchanan took its eggs in the Liddar Valley in 
May, and Ward also obtained them in June and July in Kashmir. 
Whitehead found them common in the Safed Koh in Summer 
and took one nest with young and an addled egg on the 7th July 
at Batta Kandi, 10,000 ft., on a Paluda tree, 40 feet from the 
ground. The nest is like that of the English Goldcrest, a 
beautifully made hanging bog of moss, lichen, spiders’ bags, etc., 
attached to the end of a branch of a Pine, Deodar or some other 
tree. 

The eggs seem to be of two types. * The first and most common 
are just like those of our English bird, i, e., they vary from pale 
buffy-white to pale buff or pinky-buff indistinctly freckled in a 
ring at the larger end with a darker shade of the same. The 
second type, which includes Major Whitehead’s and also some 
taken by Mr. S. L. Whymper, has a pure white ground-colour and 
is boldly speckled with reddish brown—in fact, just like the egg 
of Phylloscoptis trochiloides^ Had not several collectors obtained 
these eggs with the birds on the nest one would have feared 
some mistake. The earliest eggs recorded are those taken by 
Buchanan in May, though few birds seem to lay until well on into 
June and most lay in July. The first nest ever taken however, 
that by Sir E. E. Buck at Royee, contained seven young on the 
8th June. 

The eggs average about 14-3x 10*7 mm. 

Habits. A restless energetic little bird keeping much to the 
higher branches of conifers, where it hunts for its insect-food in 
much the same manner as the Phylloscopi. Except when with its 
last brood of young it is not found in flocks but where one is the 
pair to it is always near by. Its flight is quick, strong and direct 
for so small a bird and it constantly utters its Shrew-like squeak 
both on the wing and when feeding. It is found at all heights 
in Summer up to 12,000 feet and in Winter descends to 5,000 feet 
or lower in Kashmir and the Western Himalayas and to 3,000 
feet on the Afghanistan and Baluchistan Frontier. 
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(945) Regulus regulus yunnanensis. 

The Yitnnan Goldcrest. 

Ite<jidu8 yunnanemis Rippon, Bull. B. 0. C., xix, p. 19 (1906) 
(VV. Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar, sex for sex, to R. r, himalayemis but 
much darker. Above, the colour is a dark olive-brown, the rump 
paler and yellowish ; below, it is a dull greyish white with practi¬ 
cally no tinge of buff or fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Himalayan Goldcrest. 

Measurements. Length about 110 mm.; wing about 55 to 
57 mm. ; tail about 28 mm.; tarsus 17 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

On an average, the wing-measurement of this race is about 
56 mm. as against 54*5 mm. in the Himalayan bird. 

Distribution. Yunnan. A specimen sent me from the Northern 
Shan States seems referable to this race. 

Nidification. The specimen sent me was caught on its nest, 
which was built on a Pine and in general character just like that 
of the other races, a bag of lichen, moss and spiders^ webs, well 
lined with the softest feathers. It contained four eggs of the 
common type of liegulus egg and was taken on the 4th June at 
Yemathaing, at about 9,000 feet. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(946) Regulus regulus tristis. 

Thk Mbkv Goldcrest. 

Reyulus reyulm Pleske, Bull. Acad. St. Petersb., iii, p. 146(1882) 
(Merv). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to JL r. himalayensis but paler and greyer 
above and more grey, less fulvous, below. 

Colours of soft parts apparently the same as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 57 mm.; tail 40 to 41 nun.; tarsus 
about 3 7 mm.; culmen about 10 min. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, Tianschan, Samarkhand, Kashgar 
and possibly the Indian Frontier on the Afghanistan and Baluchi¬ 
stan boundary in Winter. Whitehead’s breeding-birds were not,. 
I think, of this race, but true himalayemis^ though they are rather 
pale. A specimen from Quetta, shot in January, is, however^ 
much nearer tristis. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus LEPTOPflECILE. 

LfptopacUe Severtz., Turkest. Jevotn., p. CO (187K). 

Type, L* sophice Severtz. 

The genus contains one lovely species, which extends from 
Turkestan to Western China. 

In Leptopcecile the bill is very slender, straight, sharp-pomted 
and entire; the nostrils are covered by a inemhrane and by some 
frontal hairs but not with feathers; the rictal bristles are strong 
and well developed. Tlie wing is rounded as in Rerjuliis but the 
tail is also well graduated. 

There are several races, of whicli two have been found within 
the limits of this work. 


Leptopcecile sopbisB. 

Key to Suhapecles, 

A. Crown lilac-rufous with blue reflections .... L. s. mphicPy p. o42. 

B. Crown rich chestnut with no blue. L. s. ohacKra, p. 54.*}. 


(947) Leptopcecile sophise sophiae. 

Stoliczka's Wabblke-Tit. 

LeptopoicUe Hop/nre Severtz., Turk. Jevotn. in I. C. Moscov., viii, 2, 
p. 155 (1873) (Issuk-Kul); Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 24(>. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.-—Adult male. Forehead and abroad supercilium 
golden-white ; crown lilac-rufous with blue rellections, lores 



Fig. 86.-- Head of L, s. 


brown with the same ; back and wing-coverts ashy-grey with 
tinges of faint blue here and there; quills brown edged paler; 
rump brilliant cobalt-blue, the bases of the feathers rufous and 
showing through to a less or greater extent; Upper tail-coverts 
darker blue ; tail dark brown, the three central pairs of feathers 
edged with blue and the three outer with wliitish ; sides of bead, 
neck, throat, upper breast and flanks a beautiful Iflac-blue, the 
rich rufous bases of the featliers showing but very slightly; the 
chin is generally quite rufous; abdomen and vent pale fawn. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red ; bill black; legs and 
feet horny blackish-brown (Stoliczka). 

Measurements, Length about 100mm.; wing 47 to 53mm.; 
tail 46 to 51 min.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen about 9 mm. 

Female. Like the male but paler everywhere and without any 
lilac except to a small extent on the rump and upper tail-coverts; 
the crown is a paler rufous and the sides of the head and whole 
lower plumage is pale fulvous; the flanks more or less washed with 
blue. 

The colours of the soft parts and Measurements are the same 
as in the male. 

Distribution. Turkestan to Kansu, wandering as far South as 
Gilgit, Northern Kashmir and Ladak. 

Nidiflcation. This beautiful little bird breeds in Turkestan in 
May and probably June. Tlie only eggs 1 have seen were a clutch 
of live in the Coltart collection taken on tlie 13th of May, 1909. 
The nest was a mass of lichen, moss, tiny roots and odds and 
ends of vegetable-matter lined with feathers. In shape it was a 
long domed oval with the entrance close to the top. It was said 
to have been placed low down in a scrubby bush. The eggs five in 
number are a dull wbite sparsely speckled, and cbietiy at the 
larger end, with blackish brown; the texture is fine but there is 
no gloss and they are very fragile, in shape they are broad ovals 
and they measure about 13*0 x 10*9 mm. 

Habits. The same as those of the next and better-known form, 
//. a. obscura. 


(948) Leptopoecile sophim obscura. 

The Tihetax Tit-Wahbleb. 

Lepfopo'cUe obscura Przew., Zap. Im. A. N. & 8t. P., Iv. p. 80 
{1887) (N.E. Tibt-t). 

Vernacular names. Chiu-tkep-to (Tibetan, Gyantse). 

Description.—The male and female are sex for sex similar to 
the same sexes in the preceding race but much darker. The male 
has practically the vviiole lower surface deep purple-lilac, the 
centre of the belly patched with dark fulvous and rufous ; the 
supercilium is genenilly broader and whiter, whilst the crown and 
nape are rich rufous without any lilac or blue reflections. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to bright red ; bill 
dark horny or blackish brown, often almost black ; legs horny-t 
brown. 

Measurements. About the same as those of L, s, sophim ; wing 
50 to 51 mm.; tail 49 to 52 mm.; tarsus 21 to 23 mm.; culmen 
about 9 mm. 

The young are like the adult female but have no lilac at all 
either on rump, upper tail-coverts or flanks. 
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Distribution. South Tibet and East to the Yangtse-kiang. 
The type-locality is N,E. Tibet, but in the extreme N.E. sopltice 
is undoubtedly the subspecies found; it also possibly straggles 
into Gilgit, where it again meets that form. It is common in 
the extreme North of Sikkim in the Chnmbi Valley. 

Nidificatiou. The Tibetan Tit-Warbler breeds from the middle 
of April to the end of May, second broods being often reared in 
June and even early July# It is extremely common in the 
Gyantse plateau, where many have found its nests and eggs. The 
nest is invariably placed very low down, often only a few inches 
from the ground, in the small dense clumps of a thorn-bush which 
grows everywhere on this plateau and, as it is always built well 
inside, it is frequently very difficult to get at even when its situa¬ 
tion has been spotted. In shape the nest may be a ball, an oval 
or a long domed affair of no particular shape, wedged into a mass 
of thorns and stout twigs. The ball-shaped nests measure 
between 5 and 0 inches either way, whilst the shapeless ones 
may measure up to 9 or even 10 inches with a chamber of about 
8 inches densely lined with feathers both soft and hard. The 
outside seems to be always ornamented with spiders’ egg-bags and 
small scraps of lichen, etc., whilst the main portion of the nest is 
composed of moss, lichen, grass and feathers all mixed up and 
matted together. 

The eggs number four to six and are tiny fragile ovals with 
glossless white shells speckled with dark blackish brown, occasion- 
ally with paler and redder specks and tiny blotches. Fifty eggs 
average 15*1 x 11*0 mm.; the maxima are 16 0xl2Tmm. and 
15*6 X 12*2 mm.; the minima 14*3x11*0 and 14*8 x 10*9 min. 

Habits. The habits of this little bird seem to be a cross between 
those of the Titmouses and Warblers. It is extraordinarily 
restless and equally energetic • it scuttles along branches and 
twigs, now* running along their upper surface, now proceeding 
head downwards along their lower. Then, when one has decided 
that its actions are purely Tit-like, it commences to make little 
sallies into the air, little flutters before leaves and Howers or 
otherwise to behave in the way so many Warblers do. It flies 
direct and fairly quickly, much as does lief/ulug and, like that 
species, keeps, when feeding, principally to the higher branches of 
trees. 

It is essentially a bird of high levels, breeding between 10,000 
and 15,000 feet and, even in winter, being seldom found under 
9,000 feet, though it may descend on rare occasions as low as 
5,000 feet. It is entirely insectivorous in its diet. 


Genus CEPHALOPYRUS. 

Cephalopynis Bonap., Jerdon, B. of Ind., ii, p. 267 (1864). 

Type, C, jUtmmkep$ Burton# 
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This genus contains but one species which is apparently very 
closely allied to the preceding but the wing is proportionately 
longer and more pointed, with a minute first primary and the tail 
is short and square. 

Oates thought it probable that Cephcilopyrm has a Spring 
moult, or at any rate a partial one, but that the material at his 
disposal was insufficient to prove this. 

The extraordinary nidification of this bird, blue eggs laid in 
holes in trees, at once makes one very doubtful as to whether it 
can possibly be placed with the lieyulidce and it may have to be 
removed therefrom, either to another family or, more probably, to 
a family, Ctphalopyrithv^ by itself. Certainly, in so far as its 
nidification is concerned it shows no affinity with any other 
Oriental bird with which I am acquainted. 

The egg is like that of the Suthoras and so may be said to 
form a link with the Tits through the Farado.vornithidce, but 
those birds make very /finarw^-like nests and do not lay their 
eggs high up in tiny holes in trees. 

For the present I retain it, though with many misgivings, in 
this Family. 


( 1 )^ 0 ) Cephalopyrus flammiceps. 

The riiiE-CAPPED Tit-Waebleb. 

yJ^Jyii/ialusJtannniceps Burton, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 153 (Himalayas). 

Cephalopyrus Jiammiceps. Bliinf. & Oates, i, p. 247. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead and fore crown flaming 
scarlet; upper plumage bright olive-yellow, greener on the upper 
back and ])urer yellow on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings 
and tail brown, the fealliers edged with olive-yellow, almost white 
on the inner secondaries; lores yellow, more or less washed with 
scarlet; a short broail superciliuin the same ; cliin and upper 
throat scarlet-orange ; sides of head, lower throat, breast and 
flanks golden-yellow fading to dull, pale yellow on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill plumbeous or horny- 
grey ; legs plumbeous or slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 100 to 110 min.; wing 57 to 
60 mm.; tail to 31 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm,; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Adult female. Above dull pale olive-green with no red and 
below dull wliitish washed with pale olive-yellow, • 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

The young male is like the female. 

Male after first moult like the adult male but decidedly darker 
and with the scarlet confined to the forehead. 

VOL. 11. 
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Distribution. Tlie Himalayas from Afghanistan and Gilgit to 
Bhutan between 3,000 and 10,000 feet, descending to the 
Northern Plains in winter as far as Baipur, Nagpur and Saugor. 
It is also found in North Yunnan and Szechuan. 

Nidification. This Tit-Warbler breeds in Kashmir, the Simla 
and Garhwal Hills, etc., between 5,000 and 10,000 feet in May 
and June. It is a common bird in the Murree Hills at 9,000 feet, 
making a deep cup-shaped nest ot‘ tine grasses and roots, which it 
places in a natural liole in a tree, generally in the trunk and 
most often at a great height from the ground. Marshall and Cook 
both found the nest at about 15 feet from the ground, but Battray, 
Buchanan, Wilson and others took it as high up as 40 feet. 

The eggs, which number four or five, are very remarkable, being 
a beautiful soft blue-green, a shade darker than the common 
Hedge-Sparrow’s egg, without any gloss, although the surface is 
very fine and close. In shape they are broad ovals, tlie smaller 
end very little accentuated. Twenty-five eggs in my collection 
average 14*5 x 11*0 mm.: the maxima length and breadth are 
16*2x11*5 mm., and the minima 13*9x10*3 in eacrh case both 
being found in the same egg. 
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ahhoffi (Ci^aufTitla), 8 (>. 

Abrornia, 

Abrornh, - 103 . 

acanthijoii/es (Ahronn's), 504. 
acantlnzoiiles (Itorornis), 504. 
acHiithizoidcs arantliizoidea (Ilor- 
ornia), 504, 

acanthi zoidca brunnescens (llor- 
ornis), 505. 

Acanthopneuste, 471. 

Acpocephalus, .S87. 

AcTocephala^, 387. 

Adelura, 104. 
a'edon {Ar\in<Jinax)^ 440. 
nUdon (Mtij^’icapa). 440. 
aedon (Phra^rnuticola), 440. 

;cnea (Chaptia), 368. 

(pnca {Chaptia)^ 368. 
iCnea ienea (Chaptia), 368, 
aenea malayetisis (Chaptia), 369. 
cPiLCtis (Dicrnrius), 368. 
ajffinis (Aln’ontifi)^ 486. 
affinis {Vrf/pfo/opka), 486. 
affinh {Ctirnu'a), 451. 
affinis {Motacilla), 454. 
affinis (Pfricrocoius), 324. 
affinis \ Vftr(x'incla), 175. 
affinis (PlijUoscopiis), 454. 
affinis {Phpllosrojms). 454. 
affinis (Seieereu.s), 486. 
affinis (Si/lvia), 449, 451. 
a ffinis ( Tehitrca\ 267. 
affinis (Ti'pht'odornis), 313. 
affinis {Terpsiphone), 267. 
agriccda (An’oceph<(lus\ 394. 
agricola (St/lvia (Acroceplialus)), 394. 
agricola Imringtoni (Acroccphalu$\ 
396. 

agricolus (Acpocephalua), 394. 
Agrobates, 385. 


Agtohah'S, 385. 
alhicandaia (JMiisoicapa), 242 
albicaudata ^Stoparohv), 242' 
olhicaiidata {Stopanda'), 24’2.. 
albicolli.s (PbitvrhyneJiiis), 280. 
albinollis (Rhipidiira), 280. 
alhicoUis {^lihipidnrd)^ 280. 
albicollis albieollis (Rbipiduru), 280. 
alhirilla {/nuscicapa)^ 211. 
alblcilla \Siphia), 211. 
albifrons (Pericrocotus), 334. 
ulhifrons (Pericrofotns)^ 334. 
albifrontata {Rkipidnra), 277, 278, 
279. 

alhigularis ( Geocichla), 153. 
alhinigra (Saxicola)^ 40, 
aUnru itis {Dicrurus), 357. 
alhiventris (Brachgpten/x), 11. 
a/hiienfris (CaUcne), 11. 
alhiventris ( Citiocincla)^ 119. 
alhiventris (Horornia), 507. 
alhiventris [Iforornis)^ 507. 
alhiventris (KittaciHcla)^ 119. 
alhiventris {Nearnis), 507. 
alhocincta (iVferftZa), 129. 
alhocinctns ('rurdus), 129. 
albogularis {Ahromis)^ 498. 
alhogiUaris {Ge.ocichla)y 153. 
albogularis albogularis (Abrorais), 
498. 

alboniger (CEnanthe), 40. 
alhoniger ( Saxicola), 4i). 
alhosuperciHaris {Ahrornis), 490. 

A Iseonax, 248, 

Alseonax, 248. 
altliaea (Sylvia), 450. 
aUhea {Sylvia), 450. 
andamanensis {Copsyehus), 116. 
andamanensis {Bicnmis), 371. 
andamanensis (Dissenuiroides), 371. 

2 n2 
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andamanevsis {JDissenmroides)^ 371. 
aTiddmatievsis ( Geockhla), 152. 
andamaneusis (Pericrocotm), 322. 
Hudumnnensis andamanensis (Disse- 
muroides), 371. 

andamaneusis dicruriformis (Disse- 
wuroides), 372. 
dnnectens {Buchavga), 353. 
annectens (Dicrurus), 353. 
annectens (Picrurtis), 353. 

Anthipes, 243. 

Anihipes, 243. 

Arceuthornis, 153. 
ardesiaca (Ltyphocilfa), 314. 
ardesiacm {Plafglophus), 314. 
armandii (Afrronits), 4^i. 
aruiandii (PhyllcMcoput*). 4G3. 
Arrenga, 182. 

Arrenga, 182. 

Artamidse, 348. 

Artamus, 3-18. 

Artamiis, 348. 

arundinacens (Acmceplialus), 391. 
arundinaceus (Turdus), 391. 
arundinacens orientalis (Acro- 
cepUalus), 391, 
asiaticiis {Cittcltt^), 4. 
assimilis {La7iiu»), 287. 
asiigwa ( (Jgornis), 223. 
astignm 223. 

ate)' {Dicrurus), 35G, 357, 358. 
atra {Muscicapa), 355. 
atrata (Praihicola), 25. 
atrigulari.s (Ortliotonuis), 414. 
atrigularin {Orihotmnvs), 414, 415. 
atrigidm'is (Snya), 523, 
atrigularis {Tharrhalem), 194. 
atrigularis atrigularis (Orthotoiiius), 

414. 

atrigularis nitidus (Orthotomus), 

415. 

airogidark {Accentoi), 194, 
aircgularu (Merida), 137. 
atrogularijs (Prunella), 194. 
atrognloj’i» {Saaiicola), .51. 
atrogularis (Suja), 522. 

(itrogularis {Suya), 523. 
atrogularis (Turdus), 137. 
atrogularis {Turdiis), 137. 
atrogularis atrogularis (Suja), 523. 
atrogularis khasiana (Suya), 524. 
aucheri {Lanins), 288. 
aurea aurea (Oreocincla), 161. 
aureola (Rhipidura), 276. 
aureola {Uhijndura), 277. 
aureola aureola (Rhipidura), 277. 
aureola burriianica (Rhipidura), 278. 
aureola eompressirostris (Rhipi- 
dtira), 279. 
aureus {Turdus), 161. 
anrorea {Motacilla),7U 


aurorea {Ruiicilla), 71. 
auroreus {Phcenicurus), 71. 
avcnsis {Caniphophaga), 338. 
azurea (Hypothymis), 269. 
azurea {Bypothymis), 270, 271, 272. 
azurea {^luscicapa), 269. 
azurea ceylonensis (Ilypothymis), 
272 . 

azurea forrestia (Hypothymis), 274. 
azurea forrestia {Hypothymis), 274. 
azurea idiochroa (Ilypothymis), 274. 
azurea idiochroa, {Hypothymis), 274. 
azurea nicrobarica(Hypothymi8), 273. 
azui'ea nicoharica {Hypothymis), 273. 
azurea styani (Hypothymis), 271. 
azurea sykesi (Hypothymis), 270. 
azurea sykesi {Hypothymis), 270. 
azurea tyleri (Hypothymis), 273. 


banyumns (Cyornis), 2.33. 
hanyumos {Cyornis), 233. 
bnnyumas ccerulilrons (Cyornis), 23.3. 
bauyumns dialitiema (Cyornis), 233. 
biirncsi (Suxicola), 47. 
bengalensis (Graminicola), 433. 
hcngalensis {Graminicola), 433. 
bengalensis bengalensis (Gramini¬ 
cola), 433. 

bengalensis striata (Graminicola), 
434. 

Bhringa, 374. 

Bhriuga, 374. 
hicolor {Saxicula), 26. 
bistrigiceps (Acrocephnlus), 392. 
hisfrigiceps (An'uccphaius), 392. 
hlaudfordi {Drymaca), 537. 
bligbi (Arrenga), 182. 
hlighi {A/renga), 182. 
bona/Hirtei (^Turdus), 1,54. 
borealis (Acanthopueuste), 471. 
borealis {Acanthopneuste), 472. 
lyorealis {Phyllopneusie), 472. 
borealis borealis (Acanthopneuste), 
472. 

borealis xanthodryas (Acantho- 
pneu.ste), 472. 
boulboul {Lunins), 1.30. 
boulboul {Mernla), 130. 
boulboul (Turdus), 130. 
bourdilhni {Memla), 127. 
ERACllYrTEUYUINiB, 9. 

Brachypteryx, 9. 
brcvirostris {Musa tea pa), 323. 
brevirostris (Pericrocotus), 323. 
brcvirostris {Pcricro('Otus), 323. 
brevirostris brevirostris (Pericro¬ 
cotus), 323. 

brevirostris neglectus (Poricrocotu.s), 
325. 

brunr.ea (Larvivora), 14. 
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hrunnea (Larvivora), 14. 
hrunneifrons (Horeites), 512. 
hrunneaceii,^ { Agrohafe»)^ 380. 
hrunnescena (Htn'oriiU)^ 505. 
brunnifroiis (Iloreiles), 512. 
hrunnifrons (Ortho/omis), 512. 
brunnifrons briirinifrons (Horeites), 
512. 

bruniiifroiis uinbraiicus (Horeifces), 
518. 

bmnnifrovs umhratictts (Horeiies), 
513! 

brunnifrons wliiatleri (Iloreites), 513. 

hrunnifrons whistleri (Horcites)^ 513. 

buchannui (Kranklinia), 429. 

buchanani {FrnnJdinia), 420. 

biichanani {Prinin), 429. 

burkii {Crijp((do))ha)^ 487. 

burkii (Seioercus), 487. 

burkii ( Si//via)^ 487. 

burkii burkii (tSeicerous), 487. 

burkii leplirooepbala (Seicercus), 488. 

burmanica (Leucocerca), 278. 

huriK&i (Kuryrercus), 430. 

burnesi (Tjjitirillu), 430. 

hurnesi {Latici//a), 430. 


cfprulcicrphata (Adriura), 104. 
vntifjnTa {Hippalais), 444. 

Callene. 107. 

Calliope, 00. < 

calliope (Callio])e}. 01. 
ml Hope [^fotat'iiln), 91. 

COluhaioisis {St/1riff). 111 . 
cattfhffieusis ( Thfr/U Uithia), 111. 
cfimtschatkeusis {Calliope), 01. 
muiceps ( Lanius), 200 . 
cantan.s (Ilorornis), 510 . 
mntaus {Salicaria), . 510 , 
canOiiis canturiaii.s (llcjroniis), 511. 
raniafor ( Crt/l'jlopho), 402. 

Cfnitalor (Motaril/ff), 402. 
canlator (Seieorcu.s), 402. 
fimtononsis ( Peri(M*<)cotus\ .33,5. 
cantonensis {Pericrorotus)^ 335. 
vniUurifvns {Arnudinax). 511. 
canturieus {Hororui-'^), 51 1 . 
capistrata (Cl^nantliej, 43. 
capistraia. \ Saxicohi), 43. 
eapitalU {Muscicapa), 3,07. 
caprata (Pratinrola), 20. 
caprata (Saxicul»i), 24, 
caprata atrata (Saxicola), 2.5. 
caprata bicolor (Saxieola;, 20. 
caprata burmaniea (Saxicola), 24. 
caprata, bnrnwuica (Saxicola). 24. 
cashmiriensis {duelus), 2. 
castanca {Merula), 132. 
castaneoceps {Abrornis), 492. 
castaneoceps ( Cri/ptolopha), 492. 


caataneoceps (Seicercus), 402. 
eaetaneoceps castaneocops (Seicercus), 

castaneus castanens (Turdua), 132. 
castaneus gouldi (Turdiis), 133. 
cathwcus (biernrits), 358. 
Cephalopyrus, 544. 

Cephalopyrus, 544. 

Cercomela, 54. 
cerlbiola (Locustella), 300. 
certhiola (LocustelUC, 300. 
certhiola {Motacilla), 390. 
cerviniveuiris {Digeuea), 220. 
cetti (Cettia), 514. 
cetti (Sglvia), 514. 
cetti cettioides (Cettia), 514. 

CVt.Lia, 514. 

Cettia, .514. 
cettioides {Cettia), .514. 
coylonensis (Copsycliiis), 115. 
eeyloneiisis (Culiciciipa), 254. 
ceglonensis ( Culicicapa), 254. 258. 
ceylonensis (Disseinurus), 381. 
ceylonen.^is (Ifypotbyiuih), 272. 
cei/loneusis (Platyrhynchus), 254. 
ceyloiicnaia cevlonenais <Culicirapa), 
2.54. 

eeylonensis meridionalia (Cullcicapa), 
2.50. 

cci/loucnsis meridional is ( Culicicapa), 
2.50. 

cevlonenais orientalis (Culieicapa), 
250. 

ccf/loncusis orientalis (CuHcicapa), 

’250. 

Chictornis, 438. 

Chfetornis, 438. 

Cliaiinarrliornia, 70. 

('luiptia, 308. 

('haptia, 308. 

Ohelidorbynx, 274. 

Cliibia, 3>7(). 

Chibia, 370. 

Chry.saiU-s (Tnr.sigcr), 05. 
rkn/sceus (7arsifpr), 05, 07. 
ehryaauia cbryatcus ( J ar.-^ij^erb 05. 
ebrysspus wliisMeri (Tarsiger), 07. 
chryswus v'kistleri ( Tarsiyer), 07. 
chrysopyyia {Dryniolera), 53. 
chrysopyyia (Saxicola), 53. 

Ciuclida*, 1. 

cinclorbyiicba (Monticola), 171. 
cinclorhyncha {Pet rod net a), 171. 
cinclarhyncha {Petrophila), 171. 
Cinclus, I, 
einclus (Cinclus), 1. 
cinclus {Sternus), 1. 
cinclus cinclus (Cinclus), 2. 
cinclus leucogast^r (Cinclu.s), 3. 
cinera<7eus {Diernrus), 301. 
cificracetts {Orthotomus), 416. 
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cinerascefis (Kurycerci(s), 431. 
cinerasi'ena (Lalioilln), 431. 
cwerast eyts {JMiicUla)^ 431. 
cinerea {Sylvia)^ 447. 
cinereiceps (Hfiniolielidon). 206. 
cifirrek'eps (Heitncheli(fmt), 206. 
cincreocapiUii (Fmnklinifi), 428. 
einereocapil/a {h'ranklinia), 428, 
cinereocapiUa {Vrhna), 428. 
cinereus (Pericrocotuai), 334. 
ci/terfiKs (Pencrocofint)^ 334. 

Cisticola. 419. 

CisticoUr, 419. 
oitriiiu (Ooociclila), 148. 
citnnci (Geocichia), 148. 
citriim albogularia (Geocichla), ir>3. 
citriim audamunensis (Geocichla), 152. 
eitriria citrina (Geocichla), 148. 
citrina eyaiiotis (Geocichla), 150. 
citrina innotata (Geocic*hla), 151. 
citrhiHs {7'urf/us), 148. 

Cochoa, 18.3. 

Cock(Ki, 383. 

ccplicolor (Grandala), 89. 
ccelicolcr {G rati (/a la), 89. 
ooeriileocephala (Adelura), 104. 
cctridocephdla {Phctnieura). 104. 
coerulescens (Dicrurus), 365. 
carw/e>rf'7i.s {Dicrums), 365. 
cdemlei^cois {Lanius), 305. 
coerulescens coprulescens (Dicrurus), 
305. 

coerulescens leucopygialis (Dicrurus), 
360. 

collaris (Laiscopua), 188. 
collaris (Slunittii), 188. 
col laris iiipalensia (Laiscopus), 188. 
collaris ripponi (Laiscopus), 191. 
co/lariti rippi.ndi^Pmni'Ua)^ 191. 
Collaris nifilatus (Laiscopus), 189. 
collaris tibetaiius (Laiscopus), 190. 
collaris Hhetanm (Acceulor), 190. 
collurio (Lanius), 298. 
collnrio (Ijanius), 298. 
collufioides (liaTUUs), 291. 
collurioides {Lanius), 291. 
collybita {Sylvia), 456. 
ooltybitiis (Phylloscopus), 456. 
collybitus fcindianus (Phylloscopus), 
457. 

collybilus tristis (Phylloecopus), 466. 
communis (Sylvia), 446. 
co^ininunis (Sylvia), 446. 
cominurus icterops (Sylvia). 447. 
compresKirostris (fjencocerea), 279. 
concinons (Acrocephalus), 395. 
vtjiicinens (Calnmoherjie), 396. 
concinens concinens ^(Acrocephalus), 
396. 

concinens haringtoni (Aorocephalus), 
396. 


concinens stevensi (Acrocephalus), 
397. 

coficinens stevensi (Aci'ocfphalns)^ 

397. 

Copsychus, 111. 
coronal a (Acantltopnensfe), 480. 
coronata {Ficediila), 480. 
coronalus {Orthoianms), 516. 
coronatus (Phyllergates), 516. 
coronaim (Phylleryales), 516. 
crassirosiris {Sylvui), 448. 
crinigera (Suya), 518. 
crtuigera (Sut/a), 518. 
crinigera nssainica (Suya), 520. 
crinigera assaniiva (Suya), 520. 
crinigera cooki (Suya), 522. 
crinigera cooki (Suya), 522. 
crinigera crinigera (Suya), 518. 
crinigera sti ijitula LSuya). 520. 
crinigera yunnanensis (Suya), 521. 
crinigera yunnanensis ( Suya), 521. 
cristatuH (Lanius), 300. 
erislalus {Lanins), 360. 
crisla/us {Pegulus), 539. 
cristatus cristntus (l^anius), 300. 
cristatiis isabcllinus (Lanius), 302. 
cristatufi Iticionensis (Lanius), 302. 
cristntus plucnicuroides (Ijanius), 
303. 

entrails {Calliope), 17. 
crural is {Drgmocharcs), 17. 
cruralis (Heteroxeuicus), 17. 
Culicica]>a, 254. 

Ctilicicapa. 254. 

curruca alliuis (Svhiii), 451. 

curruca miiiuta (Sylvia). 451. 

enrsitans {Priuia), 422. 

ntrsilans {Cislirofa), 422. 

cyane (Lnrvivora), 12. 

cyaue (Afolai'illa), 12. 

cyanea ((’yoniis), 215. 

cyanea (Larvirora), 12. 

cgane.a {Mur^-ifrea), 215. 

evanecula (Cyanonylvia), 86. 

cyancrnla (Sylria). 86. 

cyanecula abhotti (Cyanosylvia), 86. 

cyannis (Cyornis), 215. 

cynnouofus {Geocichla), 150. 

(jyanosylvia, 83. 

cyatin/i s ( 'Purdus), 150. 

cyanura (lanthin), 98. 

cynnura cyanura (lanthia), 98. 

cyanuni pallidiora (lanthia), 101. 

cyanura rufilatn (lautliia), 99. 

cyanurv.s {^fotacUla), 98. 

cyanus (Peirophiln), 173, 174. 

Cyornis, 213. 

Cyornis, 213. 

dauma (Oreocincla), 158, 
dauma (Oreocincla), 158. 
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dauma ( Turdtts), 158. 
dauiiia dauma (Oreocincla), 158. 
dauma imbricata (Oreocincla), 160. 
dauma nilgiriensis (Oreocincla), 159. 
davisoni {Acauthopii^usie), 482. 
davisoni {Turdulu»), 147. 
deserti (Cl^^nanthe), 51. 
deserti ((Knanihe), 51. 
deserti (tSaxicola), 51. 
deserti atrogularis (CEiiantlie), 51. 
deserti oreoplnla ((Enanthe), 52. 
deserti oreophila ((Enanthe), 52. 
dialilavia {^Cyornis)^ 233. 

Dicrurida;, 352. 

dicruritormis (Dissetnuroides), 372. 
Dicrurus, 

Dicrurus, 353. 

Dissemnroides. 371. 

Disse mum ides, 371. 

Disseitmrnlns, 373. 

Dissemani/us, 373. 

Oissemnru*, 37r>. 

Dissemurus, 376. 
dissimilia (Tnrdns), 140. 
dfssimitis ( Tni'dns), 140. 
dixoui {Oreocincla), 162. 
dobsoni ((Tmucalus), 346. 
dohsoni {Grancalus), 34(). 
dumetoruin (^Acroce)dialus), 393. 
dumetorunt (Acroce/diatas), 303. 


elcBica (Sa/icaria), 443. 

Elaplirornis, 408. 

Elaphroniis, 408. 

Kniciirina.*, 56. 

Enicnrns, 56. 

Kuicurus, 5(i. 

crythrocrphala (CisticohO, 420. 
cr?/throcepha/a enuicaudata {Cisti- 
'cola), 422. 

erythrogatitep (Plioeuicnrus), 78. 
erpthrcKfaster {Itatirilla), 78 . 
erpthropaster {liirdus), 170. 
erythrugustei- grandia (riicenicnriis), 
78. 

erytlirogastra (Monticola), 170. 
eryihroqastra (Motarilla), 78. 
eryt.hrofjasira {Vetrojdiihi), 170. 
erythronota (JtuficiUa), 73. 
erythronota {Sylvia), 73. 
eryfhronotns [ Collnrio). 29.>. 
eryfhrunotns {Lanins), 295. 296. 
erythronotns (Plainjiriirns), 73. 
eryfhropytjia (Muscicajnr), 332. 
erythropygius (Pericrocotiis), 332. 
eryfhropi/yitis {Pericf'ocotns), 332. 
erythrotis {Merula), 127. 
euyenei {Myijdioneus), 181. 

•unonnis (Tnrdns), 133. 
eunomus {Tnrdns), 133. 


excubitor (Lanius), 285. 
excubitor {Lanius), 285. 
excubitor aucheri (Lanius), 288. 
excubitor lahtora (Lanius), 285. 
excubitor pallidirostris (Lanius), 287. 
excubitor przewalskii (Lanius), 289. 
exilis (Cisticola), 419. 
extlis {Malurus), 419. 
exilis equicaudata ((3isticola), 422. 
exilis erythrocephala (Cisticola), 
420. 

exilis lytleri (Cisticola), 420. 


fallax {Lanius), 288. 
famiiiaris {A'tdon), 386. 

•‘familiaris {Sylvia), 386. 
feof y Merida), 143. 
feffi (Turdiis), 142. 
ferrea (Oreicola), 36. 
fttrrea {Oreicola), 36. 
ferrea {Saxicola), 36. 
ferrea ferrea (Oreicola), 36. 
ferrea haringtoni (Oreicola), 38. 
ferrnyinea {Hemickelidan), 206. 
Jimbriata {Cehlepyris), 339. 
liiiibriala (Lalage), 1^9. 
firnbriata neglecta (Lalage), 339. 
jlammea {Mnscieapa), 322. 

Jlammeus {Pericrocoius), 322. 
jiammiceps {fEyithalus), 545. 
ilannniceps (Cepbalopyrus), 545. 
jiammieeps {Cephalopyrns), 545. 
Jiarnmifcr {Pericrocotns), 321. 
Jlaviventris {Orthofomits), 528. 
flaviventris (Prinia), 528. 
jlaviventris {Prinia), 528. 
tlavirentris Haviyentris (Prinia), 
528. 

flaviventris sindiana (Prinia), 5211. 
jlaviventris sindianus {Prinia), 529. 
llavogularis (Abrornis), 499. 
jlavotfularis {Abrornis), 499. 
llavolivaeous (Neornis), 502. 
jlavolivacea {Ncornis), ,502. , 

llavidivaceua llavolivaceus (Neornis), 

502. 

tlavolivacens intricatus (Neornis), 

503. 

jl aval i race us intricatns {Neornis), 
503. 

fortipes (Horornis), 606. 
foriipes {HoroniLs^, 506. 
fortip<‘s fortipes (llorornis), 506. 
Franklinia, 424. 

Franklinia, 424. 
fraterrulns {Pericrocotus), 320. 
frontalis (Callenc), 107. 
frontalis {Cnllene), 107. 
frontalis (Cinclidinm), 107, 
frontalis {Enicunis), 64. 
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frontalis (Hydrocichla), 64. 
frmitalis {Hydrocichla)^ 64. 
frontalis (Pnoonicurus), 69. 
frontalis (Pkcfntcura), 69. 
frontalis {Buiicilla)^ 69. 
fulicata (Saxicoloides), 109. 
fulicata {Motacilla)^ 109. 

Julicata ('Thamnobia)^ 109. 
fulicata cambaiensis (Saxicoloides), 

111 . 

fulicata fulicata (Saxicoloides), 109. 
fuliginiventer {Horornis)^ 460. 
fuliginiventer (Phylloscopus), 460. 
fidiginivenisr (Vhylloscopn-s), 460. 
fuliginosa {Pk(jenicurtt8), 81. 
fuliginosa (Rliyacornis), 81. 
fuliginosa fuliginosa (Rhyai'ornis), 81, 
fulginosus {Rhyacornis), 81. 
fulvescens (^Arceutor), 198. 
fuivescens (Prunella). 197. 
fulvescens (Tkarrhaleus), 198. 
fulvescens fulvescens (Prunella), 198. 
fulviventris ( Crgptolopha), 492. 
fiisca (Cercoinela), 54. 
fnsca ( Cercomela)j 54. 
fusca (Sajcicola), 54. 
fuscata (Merula), 133. 
fuscata {Phyllopneuste), 461. 
fuscatus (Phylloscopus), 461. 
fuscatvs (Phylloscopus), 461. 
fuscatus fuscatus fPhylloscopus). 461. 
fuscatiKS hoineyeri (Phylloscopus). 

462. 

fuscus (Artamus), .348. 
fuscHS (Aria?nHs)f 348. 


galactodes (Agrobates), 385. 
galactodes (Sylvia), 38.'». 
galactodes fumiliaris (Agrobates)^ 
386. 

galericulatus (Platylophus), 314. 
galericulatus ardesiacus (Platylo- 
phus), 314. 

Geocichla, 144. 

Geocichla, 144. 
gracilis (Franklinia), 425. 
gracilis (Rraiiklinia), 425. 
gracilis (Prinia), 526. 
gracilis (Prinia), 425. 
gracilis (Sylvia), 526. 
gracilis lepida (Suys), 526. 
gracilis steTensi .(Prinia), 527. 
gracilis stevensi (PHnia), 527. 
Graminicola, 432. 

Graminicola, 432. 

Gran dal a, 88. 

Grandala, 88. 
golzii (Rattlias), 87. 
golzii (lyusciola), 87. 
gouldi (Merula), 183. 


grandis (Chaitaris), 257. 
grandis (Edolius), 378. 
grandis (Niltava), 267, 
grandis (Eiltava), 257. 
grandis (Ruticilla), 78. 
grandis decipiens (Niltava), 258. 
grandis decipiens (Niltava), 258. 
grandis grandis (Niltava), 257, 
Graucalus. 342. 

Graucalus, 342. 
grisola (Mtiscicapa), 202. 
grisola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola ( Tephrodomis), 484. 
grisola grisola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola neumanni (Muscicapa), 202, 
griseolus (Phyllo8CopQ.s), 4.59. 
griseolus (Phylloscopus), 459. 
gularis (Monticola), 176. 
gularis gularis (Monticola), 176. 
guttatvs (Eniciirus), .58. 
gultains (Jfenicurus), 58. 


kainajia (Siphia),'12^, 
HeuiichelifUni, 203. 
lleinichelidon, 203. 

Hemipus, 365. 

Hemipus, .305. 

Herbivoculn, 452. 

Ilerhivocula, 452. 
Heteruxenicus, 16. 
hiinalayaui/s ( Aervuior), 191. 
hiinalayanus (Laiscopus), 191. 
himetlayntsis {Rrgnlus), 539. 
Hippolais, 441. 

Ilippolais, 441. 

hirundinaceus (Hemipus), 308. 
hirnudiftaccus {Mu.S4‘i('(rpa), 308. 
hodgsimi (Aftrorvis), ,50(1. 
hodgsoff i (('yor nis), 216. 
hodgsotii {Nemura}, 237. 
hodgsoni (Nitiilula), 237. 
hodgsfuii (Ni/idiila), 237. 
hodgsoni (Plarnicurus), 74. 
hodgsoni {Uvtirilla), 74 , 
hodgsoni (Tickelha;, 5r)0. 
henlffsoui (Tickellin), 500. 
hodgsonii (Cyornis), 216. 
hodgsonii (Siphia), 216. 
Hodg.sonius, 21. 

Hodgsonius, 21. 
homeyeri (Lajiius), 289. 
homeyeri (Phyllopnenste), 462. 
Horeites, 512. 

Horeites, 512. 

Horornis, 504. 

Horornis, 504. 

horsfieldii (Myioplioneiis), 178. 
horsfieldii (Myiophoneus), 178. 
horiensis (Moiacilla), 447. 
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hortensis (Sylvia), 447. 
hortensis crassirostria (Sylvia), 448. 
hottentata (Chibia), 370. 
hottentata {Chibia), 370. 
hottentata hottentata (Chibia), 370. 
hottentaius ( Corvus) 370. 
huinii (Phylloscopus), 469. 
humii {Phylloscopus), 469. 
humii iUcguloides), 469. 
humii huinii (Phyllosi^opus), 469. 
humii praemium (PhyOoKCopus), 470. 
humii prce^aium {Phylloscopua), 470. 
Hydrociehla, 63. 
hyperythra {Brnchypieryx), 17. 
hyperytbra (Oyornie), ‘J17. 
hyperythra (lunthiti), 103. 
hypo'ythra {Taiif.hia), 103. 
hyperythra {Munf'irapa), 217. 
hyperythra (iSiphia), 212. 
hyperythra hyperythra (Cyornis), 


hyperythra nialayana (Cyornis), 210. 
hyperyfhriia {Cyornis), 217. 
hyperyfhriiA (Drymorhares), 17. 
hyperythriis (Heteroxenicus), 17. 
hypothyiiiis, 269. 
hypothymis, 2(>9. 
hypo.rantha {h'hipiduro)^ 273. 
hypoxanthum (Cheliclorhynx), 275. 
hypo>r<iviJtUin (('hrtidvrhynx}, 275. 


Taiithia, 97. 

Janfhia, 97. 
irterojis (Sytiiir), •147. 
igneus ( Pericrocotus), 32.7. 
iyneus (Prricruro^iis), 325. 
ilUtcus ( Tnrdns), 1.76. 
inihricdta {(dreocincla), 160. 
imhricafa {Zor/thf ra), 100. 
inmiariilata. (Prunolla), 193. 
immacuhifus {Accent(tr), 193. 
iininaeulatiis (Knifurns), 61. 
inr//i(/('i(l(ftns {Knirurus), 61. 
immaeulatus ( /fenirurns), 01 . 
iniDKirulatus {'rharrhalctis), 193. 
indica (lantliin), 102. 
indica (Jantkia), 102. 
indica {Prat in cola), 28. 
indica (Sylvia), 102. 
indica indica (lanthia), 102. 
indicu.s {Phylloscopns), 459. 
infmscata (il/«.sc/c«yw), 231. 
imiotata (Geo<‘irldu), 151. 
inornata (Prinia), .733. 
inornata {Prinia), 534, 537. 
inornata blanfordi (Prinia), .737.^ 
inornata bunnanica (Prinia). 536. 
inornata hunnanica (Prinia), 536. 
inornata inornata (Prinia), .734. 
inornata jerdoni (Prinia), 535. 


inquieta (Scotocerca), .701. 
inquieta {Scotocerca), 501. 
inquieta striata (Scotocerca), 501. 
inquietm (^Malurus), 501. 
iimgyiis {Pratincola), 33. 
insignia (Saxicola), «33. 
intermedia {Trihura), 404. 
isabellina (CEnanthe), 49. 
i&abellina (Saxicola), 49. 
isahellinus {Lanius), 302. 


javanica {Muscicapa), 281. 
javanica (Rhipidura), 281. 
javanica {Rhipidura), 281. 
javanica javanica (Rhipidura), 281. 
jerdoni { Accentor), 197. 
jerdoni ( Cryptolopha), 489. 
jerdoni (Drymoica), 535. 
jerdoni (Creicola), 35. 
jerdoni ( Oreicola), 35. 
jerdoni {Prinia), 5.35. 
jerdoni {Sylvia), 448. 
jerdoni {Tharrhaleus), 197. 
juncidis (Cisticola), 422. 
juncidis (Sylvia), 422. 
juncidis cursitans (Cisticola), 422, 
juncidis otnalura (Cisticola), 424. 


hashmiricnsi.s {Cinclns), 2. 
kesslcri (Turdus), 134. 
hcssleri (/Jurdus), 1 , 34 . 
kha,dana (Saj/a), 524. 
/linnisii {Mcrula), 126 ». 
kinn(Alcrnla), 120 . 
Kittacincla, 110. 


luhtora (Collurio), 285. 

I ah fora (Lanins}, 285. 
l^aiscopus, 187. 

Laisritpus, 187. 

Lalagc, 330. 

Jyalage, 330. 

lanceolata (Locustella), 401. 
lanceolaia {Locn.dclla), 401. 
lanceolata (Sylvia), 401. 
languida (Curruca), 445. 
languida (Hippolais), 445, 

Laniidle, 283. 

Laniits, 284. 

Lanins, 284. 

Larvivora, 12. 

Latieilla, 430. 

Laticilla, 430. 
latirostris (Ahseonax), 248. 
latirostris (ALsconax), 248, 249. 
latirostris (Muscicapa), 248. 
latirostris latirostris (Alseonax), 248. 
latirostris poonensis (Alseouax), 249, 
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layardi {Graitculm), 345. 
lepida {Prinia)^ 5*20. 

LeptopoDcile, 542. 

Leptopiecde, 542. 
lescheuaulti (Enicurus), 61. 
les('henaidfi (Henieurus), 62. 
lesi'hemtuUi {Turdus)^ 01. 
lesclienaulti indious (EniciirnH), 6*2. 
lescheuaulti indicus cunts), 02. 
leschonuulti sineDsis (Enicurus), O 3 . 
leucocephala (Cluiiiuurrliornis), 79. 
leucoccphala {Phoeuicunfs), 79. 
leucocephttlns (Chimarrhoniis), 79. 
leucopastcr (Aid am us), 350. 
leucoffaster {Cittelus'^, 3. 

Lem\>gaster {Muscicapa), 208. 
leucogeuys {Bui'hanyu), 307. 
leiicogenvs (Dicrurus), 307. 
leuctnjcuys (Dicrurns), 367. 
leucoifenys Icucogeuys (Dicruru.s), 

307. 

leucoinelii ((Enanthe), 45, 
leucomchi {Mofacilla), 45. 
leucoinela leucoinela ((Enunthe). 45. 
leucomela flit rue { Cyoruis), 219, 2*20. 
leucopha.*u8 (Dicrunit*), 359. 
leuQopljicua disrurbans [Dicrunis), 
3»k). 

Icucophtcus dhtitrhiius (Dicrurtfs), 300. 
leueopbicu.s liopwoodi (Dicrurus), 

301. 

leiic&ph(cns hopxooodi ( Dicrurus ), 361. 
leucopluLMis longieaudatus (Dicrurus), 

302. 

leucophicus ininiinus (Dicrtirus), 304. 
leucapluexts )tiiiii/nns (Dicrurus), 304. 
leucoplucu.s iiigre.sceiia (Dicrurus), 
361. 

leucopliajus stevensi (Dicruriis), 302. 
leucophaui: stevensi (Dicrurus), 30*2. 
leiu’ops (Anthipcs), 21.5. 
leumyps (Diycuea), 245, 
leiu'opyyiahs (Dicrurus), 30<», 
leucorliyucb(^H (.Arlanju.s), 350. 
leucarhyuchos humei k Arfnmns), 350. 
leucorhynchus {Lauius), 350. 

Imciira, {MuscUylvia), 100. 
leucuni (Xotodelu), lOO. 

/ eu-cu ra ( Nofodda,), 100. 
leucura (Pratincola), 31. 

Locustelln, 399. 

Locusi^lla. 399. 

Iocuiit4alloide8 (Cbaetornis), 4.*^. 
locustdloides ( Chcetorjiis), 438. 
locusfelloides (DasyornU), 438. 
lonyicauda (Motacilln), 412. 
louyircLudatus (Dicrurus), 362, 364. 
longus (Dicrurun), 359. 
lopharhinus (Dierurns), 373. 
lophorinus (Dissi^iiiuriiliis), 373. 
lophorinus (Dissemurxilus), 373. 


lorensii (PhyUopnenstc), 459. 
litdonensis (Lanius), 302. 
lugubris (Aoanthopueuste), 478. 
luguhns (Acanthopneusfe). 478. 
tugubris (PhyllopneMste), 478. 
Luscinia, 87. 

Lusciniola, 417. 

Lusciniola, 417. 
luteoventris ( rribura), 406. 
lufeoventris ( 2'rifyura), 406, 


luacoi (Graucalus), 34*2. 
macci (Graucalus), 343, 344. 
inacei iay}u*di ((4raiiOfvlu8), 345. 
luacei iimcei (Graucalu.s), 343. 
macei nipalensis (Graucalus), 344. 
macei siameusis (Graucalus), 345. 
macei siamciisis (Graucalus), ,‘>45. 
macgrigoriti* (Niltava), *200. 
macgrigorice (yHltaca), 200. 
macgrigoria (PlKrnicura), *200. 
macrocercus (Dicrurus), 355, 
macrocerciis (Dirncrus), 355, 350. 
macrocercus albirictus (Dicrurus), 
3o i . 

macrocercus callio'cus (Dicrurus;, 
348. 

macrocercus buigus (Dicrurus), ,359. 
macrocercus macrocercus (Dicrurus), 
,‘5,50. 

macrocercu.s minor (Dicrurns), ,‘1,58. 
macrorbynclui. (Saxicoln), 32. 
macrorhyucha (Pratiucola), 3*2. 
mccrarhyuchus (Acroccphalus), 398. 
macroura (KitOieincla), 110. 
luacroura albiventris (Kittaciucla), 
119. 

macroura indica ( Kit tacincla), 118. 
inacro\ira mticroura (Kittaciucla), 

117. 

UHK'rourus ( 7'urdus), 117. 

'uiucrura (Cittoci)trla), 1 17. 
maculntus (Enicurus), 57. 
maculafus (F.nicunus), 57. 
maculafus (llcnicitrus), 57. 
maculatus guttatus (Enicurus), 58. 
macnlatus maculalus ( Enicurus), 57. 
marulicollis ( Orthotomus), 4 13. 
maculipennis {Ahrornis), 463. 
luaculipennis (Pbylloscopus), 403. 
macufiperinis (Phy(loscopus), 403. 
magnirostris (Acnntbopneuste), 47<». 
magnirosfris (Acanthfypucvste), 47t>. 
magnirostris (Cyornis), 23(>. 
magnirostris ( Cyornis), 230. 
maguirosiris (Phyllotumpus), 470. 
magnirostris curnUifrons (Cyornis), 
233. 

major (Brachypteryx). 10. 
major (Dumcticola), 403. 
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ninjor (Horornis), ,^>10. 
major {Horornh), .510. 
major (Horei/es), 510. 
major (Phaakura ), 10. 
major (Tribnra), 403. 
major {Tribura), 403. 
major albireutria (Brarhypteryx), 11. 
major major (Brucliypt«ryx\ iO. 
TtialabaricuH {Lauius), 381. 
malabaricua ( Purus), 331. 
malayann {Mnsricapala), !219. 
malaycnsis (Cbaplia), 309. 

7nundcllii (J // 'opus), 470. 
mandellii (Trihuru), 400. 
marginal a (Zootbera), 10<s. 
maryhuita (Zoofh/ra), 108. 
mania (duelus). .5. 
maura {Pratiucola), 1^8, 
maura var. przewalskii {Pralmrola), 
30. 

manma {Mrrulu), 1*23. 

Megaluru.s, 434. 

Mega hints, 434. 
megariiynelm (Lusrinia), 87. 
megarliynclm golzii (Lnsrir.iu), 87. 
rncgarhgncKifS {Lusciuia), 87. 
melarioltMica (Cyo^ni^), 224. 
melanolmca ( . 1 / iis('lt -a}>a ), 47. 
nielanoleuca ((Knantlie). 47 . 
melnnoleuca ineUinoleucu (Cyornis), 
224, 

melanoleuca inolanoleuca ((Knantlie), 

47, 

melanolcniea westornuiiini (Cyornis), 
224. 

molaunIcKnis {Cyornis'), 224. 
melajiuleucKs {Must'lcapnUC^ 224. 
mrlanopogon (LuM-iniola), 417. 
meUDiopcgon {Lnsoiuiohn, 418. 
ouelano/Hiyon (l^ylvia \ 417. 
inelanopogon iniinioa (Lusoiniola), 
418. 

mclanops {Muscicapn), 239. 
inclanops (Stoparola), 239, 

■mrlafu>/)s (StojKirolu), 239. 
inelanops melanopa (Stopurola). -39. 
melanops tbulassoides (Stoparola), 
241. 

melanopfera (Campophaga), 338. 

7)ie la nose hi si <( {Co inp< phtrga), 33>7. 
melasclnsta (Lalage), 330. 
melasclnsta avensis (Lubigo>, 338. 
mela.'iicbista nvelasrlusta { Lalage), 337. 
melatn'his/os ( J^olvovirora), 337. 
inerula (Tnrdus), 123 
mernla albocinctus ('I'lirdu!*). 129. 
nirrula bourdilloni (Turdu.s), 127. 
merula kinnisii (Turdus), 120. 
mernla maxim us (Turdus), 123. 
merula nigropileus (Tardus), 128. 
merula simillimus (Turdus), 125. 


Microeicbla, 65. 
mbnica {Lusoiniola), 418. 
minor {Diorurns), 3.58. 
rnintda (Sylvia), 451. 
minuscula (Sylvia), 451. 
iiiollisainia (Oreocinda), 102. 
mollissirna (Oreocinda), 102. 
mollissima mollissirna (Oreociinda), 
102 . 

mollissima sinilaensis (Oreocinda), 

102 . 

mollissima whitelieadi (Oreocinda), 
103. 

mollissimus (Turdus), 102. 
monacha ((Enanllie). 40. 
monarha (Saxicola), 40. 
monilcger (Anfhipes), 243. 244. 
monUegcr (Dunorpha), 244. 
monilcger lem-ops ( Antlnpes), 245. 
monilcger monilcger (Anthipos), 

244. 

monilrger submonilegcr (Anthipes), 

245. 

montana. (Saxicola), 52. 

MonticoUi, 109. 
monticola (Zootbera), 100. 

'i/wuticola {Zoofhera), ItUb 
Muscicapn, 201. 

Muscicaj>a, 201. 

]\lrs( iCAPiD.r,. 199. 

Mu-scitrea, 483). 

Muse Urea, 483. 
musicus (Arceutbornis), 150. 
musirus (Lanins), 114. 
musicus (Turdus), 150. 
muttiii (AUeonax), 2.')l. 
nullf 11 i (AIseonax), 2r> 1. 
multni (Butalis^, 251. 

Myioplu)nens, 178. 

Myiophoucus, 178. 


lucvia (liOcustella), 401. 
nm'ia (Ijocnstrlla), 401. 
mevia straminea (Kocuslella). 402. 
naua (Corrura), 419. 
nana (Sylvia), 440. 
nana nana (Sylvia), 449. 
nigleda (Campophaga), 33)9. 
vrgleda ( Volrovivo^'a), 339. 
iiegleclus (J^rrin ocolus), 325. 
iicglectus (Bbylloscopus), 458. 
veglccfns {Phylloscopus), 458. 
neglectus lurenzii (Phylloscopus), 
459. 

neglectus neglectus (Phylloscopus), 

458. 

Neornis, 502. 
neornis, 502. 

nndoui (Phylloscopus), 406. 
nicobarica ( Terpsiphonc), 202. 
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ni^er ( Turdm), 341. 
nigra (Lahige), 341. 
nigra nigra (Lalnge), 341. 
nigrescens 3^0, 361. 

mgriceps (Coliurio), :^ 92 . 
nigriceps (Lanins), 292. 

7iigriceps {Lavius)^ 292. 
nigriceps longicaudatus (Lanins), 
294 

nigriceps longicaudatus (Lanius)^ 
294. 

nigriceps nigriceps (I^nius), 292. 
nigropUetis {Merula), 128. 
nigr&piletis (Turdus), 128. 
nigrorufa (Ochroiiiela), 253. 
oiigrorufa ( Ochrone/a), 253. 
nigroru fa (Saxicola), 253. 
nilgiriensis (Oreocincla), 159. 
niloticus {Enneoctomis\ 299. 

^iltaVa, 256. 
yUfava, 256. 
nipalensi»( Accentor), 188. 
nipaicfisis (Brackgptergx), 19 . 
niputeiisis {Drymochares), 19. 
nipalensis ( Graucalus), 344. 
nipalensis (ITeteroxenicus). 19. 
nipalensis nipalensis (Heteroxeuicns), 
19. 

Nifidula, 237. 

yitidiila, 237. 

nitidus (Acanthopneusto), 473. 
nitidus {Acantkopneuste), 473. 
nitidus i Orthoton us), 415 . 
nitidus ( Pkgl/osi'o/ius), 473. 
nitidus nitidii.s (Aeunthopnonste), 

473. 

nitidus pluinheitarsvis (Acaniho- 
pneusle), 474. 

nitidus saturatus (.Vranthopneuste), 
475. 

nitidus saturatus (Acrmthopneuste), 

475. 

nitidus viridamis tAcanth()pneu.ste), 

474. 

Notodela, 105. 


oaiesi (Cgornis), 226. 
oafcsi(yHtfim), 22t>. 

ohscura (J^septopoecile), 543. 
ohscura {Merula), 141. 
ohscurusiHemipus), *108. 
obscurus (Turdtis), 141. 
ohscums (Til rdus), 141. 
obscurus obscurus (Turdiis), 141, 
obscurus subobaciirus (Turdus), 142. 
obsoleta (Hippolais), 444. 
ohsoleta {Hippolais), 444. 
obsoleta (Salicarm)y 444. 
occipitalis (Acanthopneuste), 479. 
occipitalis {Acanthopnemte), 479. 


occipitalis (PhgUopnetiste)^ 479. 
occipitalis coronatii (Acantno- 
pneuste), 480. 

occipitalis occipitalis (Acantho- 
pnenste), 479. 

Ochroniela, 252. 

Ochromela, 252. 
ochrura (Motacilla), 75. 
ochrurus (Phoenicurus), 75. 
ocbrurus phcenicuroides (Plicenicu- 
rus), 76. 

ochrurus nifiventris (Phoenicurus), 
77. 

(Enanthe, 38. 

(Enanthc, 38. 

tenant he (Q^nauthe), 48. 

ananthe {MotaciUa), 48. 

(enanthe ( Saxicola), 48. 
oenanthe femvuthe (CEuanthe), 48. 
oliracea {Cgornis), 246. 
olivaceus (Autliipes), 24r). 
olivaccus {Anthipcs'}, 246. 
olivaceus olivaceus (Authipes), 246. 
olivaceus poliogeiiys (Authipes), 247. 
omalwia {('istico/a), 424. 

Of)i8tholeuca ((Enanthe), 44. 
opisfhoteuca {Saxicola), 44. 

Oreicida, 34. 

Oreociijcla, 157. 
oricntails {Acroccphalus), 391. 
orir/tfalis < CcUia), 514. 
orimis (Acroccphalus), 398, 
orinus {Acroccphalus). 398. 
Orthotoinus, 410. 

Ofthotonius, 410. 


pnllasii (Ciuclu.s), 4. 
pallasii {Cinclus), 4. 
pal la si i iiuirihi (0iuc!u.‘<), 5. 
pallasii teImiro^rris (( inclus), 4. 
pallida (Ilippolais), 443. 
pallida cljcica (Illppuiiii.s), 443. 
pallidipcs {Cf/'O'nis), 228. 
pallidipes (Hnrurns.s). 5ttS. 
pallidipcs ( Hororn if <). .5( )8. 
p<dlidipes {Phgl/oscnpus), ,508. 
pallidipes osiuustoni (Hororuis), 509, 
paliidipes osmastoui (Horcites), 509. 
pallidipes jiallidipes (llororriis), 
508. 

pntlidirostris (Lanius), 287. 

])allHlus (llororni.s), 507. 
pallid us {lioTornis), .507. 
pal lidus I / lor cites), 507. 
pallid us (Turdus), 135. 
pallidus {Turdus), 135. 
pallidus pallidus (Uopomis), 607. 
I^allipes (Cyornis), 227. 
pallipes {MuHcicapa), 228. 
pallipes hainana (Cyornis), 229. 
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pallipes pallipes (Cyornis), 228. 
pallmri {Brachypteryx), 408. 
palliseri (Elaphrorni's), 408. 
palli^ieri {Elaphornis), 408. 
palu8tri» (Megalurus), 405. 
palustris {Mcyaluru^)^ 405. 
pandoo {Petrocuiclu), 174. 
paradiseus (Cicculus), 077. 
paracliseus (Di8selnurll3^, 076. 
paradise us {Dissemurm),:i77, 378,381. 
paradiseus covlotionsis (Di^seniunis), 
081. 

paradiseus grandis (Disseinurus), 

078 . 

paradiseus malabaricus (Di.sse- 
murus), 381. 

paradiseus nicobariensis (Disse¬ 
inurus), 080. 

paradiseus nicoharicus (Disseuiurits), 

080 : 

paradiseus otiosus (Disseinurus), 
380. 

Paradiseus otiosus (Dissemurus), 

080. 

paradiseus parjidi.seu.s (Disseinurus), 

377. 

paradiseus raiigoonensis (Disse- 
luurii.s), 078. 

paradisi {Musricapa), 264, 
paradisi ( IVrpsiplione), 264. 
jHiradisi { Terpsiphone), 264. 
paradisi ntlinis (Terpsiphnne), 2(>7. 
paradisi leucogaster (rerpsiphone), 
268. 

paradisi nicoburiea (Terpsi phone), 
260. 

paradisi paradisi (Terpsiphone), 264. 
parva (Musricajxr). 210. 
parva (Siphia), 210. 
parva {Si phi a), 210. 
parva albieilla(Si[)liia\ 211. 
parva hyperythni (Siphia), 212. 
j)arva parva (Siphia), 210. 
patia {()rthofon,Ks), 412. 
pectoral is (Calliope), 02. 
pectoral is {Calliope), 02, 0.0. 
jycctoralis {Lcucucerca), 2s2. 
jiectoralis (lihipidura), 282. 
pectoral is {RJupidara), 282. 
pectoral is confusn (Calliope), 00. 
pecioralis canfusa (Lxsrniia), 00. 
pecdoralis pectoralis (Calliope), 92. 
pelvica (Teiifleca), 000. 
pelvica (Tephrodornis), 000. 
pelvica pelvica. (Tephrodornis), 009. 
pelvica syivicola (Tephrodornis), 
Oil. 

pehk^ (Tephrodornis), 309. 
pereyrinm (Icarus), 020. 
peregrinu9 (Perieroeotus), 020. 
pereyrinus (Pericrocotus), 329. 


peregrinus malabaricus (Pericro- 
cotus), 001. 

peregrinus pallidas (Pericrocotus), 
332. 


peregrinus pallidus (Pericrocotus), 

302. 

peregrinus perigrinus (Pericrocotus), 
029. 


peregrinus vividus (Pericrocotus), 
001 . 


peregrinus vividus (Pericrocotus), 

001 . 

Pfrk aocoTiD>E, 317. 

Pericrocotus, 017. 

Pericrocotus, 017. 

Philentoma, 261. 

Philentonta, 261. 
philippensis (Turdus), 175. 
PiiacNicuRiN^, 67. 
phcenicuro ides (Braehypfei' tis), 21. 
phoenicuroides (llodgsonius), 21. 
phrnicuroides (Hodgsonius), 21. 
phcenicuraides (Lanius), 000. 
phoenicuroides (Ihiticilla), 76. 
phcenicuroides phcenicuroides (llodg¬ 
sonius), 21. 

PhoMiicurus, 68. 

Phraginaticola, 400, 

Phragntaticula, 400. 

Phyllergates, 516. 

Phgllergates, 516. 

Phylloscopus, 450. 
picata (CEuanthe), 42. 
picata (M Ulrica pi), 006. 
picata (Saxicola), 42. 
picatus (lleiuipus), 005, 
picatus (Hem ip us), JJ05. 
picatus capitalis (Hernipus), 307. 
picatus picatus (lleiuipus), 306. 
pilaris (Arceuthornis), 155. 
j)(laris (THrdu.ii), 155. 

Platylophus, 014. 

Platylophus, 014. 
platyura (Scluvnicola), 407. 
plat gum (Srhoenicola), 437. 
platyura {Tiiualia), 407. 
ptesi'hanka (Saxicola), 45. 
pi umheitarsus (Acu n fhopneuste), 

4i 4. 

plumheitarsus (Phylloscopus), 474. 
poliogenys (Anthipes), 247. 
poliogenys (Cyornis), 247. 
poliigenys (Cryptolopha), 491. 
poliogenys (Culicipeta), 401. 
poliogenys (Seicercus), 401. 
pondiceriana (Muscirapa), 012. 
poudiceriaua (Tephrodornis), 012. 
pondiceriana aflhiis (Tephrodornis), 
010 . 

pondiceriana pallida (Tephrodornis), 
014. 




558 


ALPHABETICAJi INDEX, 


poiulioeriana poudioeriana (Tepbro- 
dornis\ 312. 

j)o?idireri(inm (I'ephroiForfiis)^ 312, 
313. 

pondiceriauHS pallid us ( Tcphrodornis), 
3U. 

poonetisis (Mnscicapa), 249. 

Prinia, .Vi,'). 

Prinia, 325. • 

proreyulm {^I^fotacUla)^ 460. 
proretjiilus (Phylloscopns), 460. 
prorep ulus {P/tpllotk'opns), 460. 
prorea^ulua forresti (Phvlloscopus), 
467. 

2 )rorepnlus fo7'rcsli (Phplloscopus), 

4(>7. 

prore^uliis newtoni (PJiTlloscopus), 

466. 

prorej»ulu9 simlaensis (Phvlloscopus), 

467. 

j>rorbpulus simluensis ( Pfn/lloscopus), 

4t»7. 

profarnrlann {Mcntla^^ 140. 

Prunella, 192. 

Pntn^/la, 102. 

Pkunki.lin.e, 187 - 
prcewalskii {Lanins), 280. 
pulcher (Pliylloscropus), 464. 
pulchtr {PlipUoAcopus), 464. 
pulcher kangnt* (Pliylloscopus), 
465. 

pulcher Jeangra {Phylloscopns), 405. 
pulcher pulcher (Pliylloscopus), 
464. 

purpurea (Cochoa), 184. 
purjnirea ( Cochou), 184. 
pyrrhoptera {Muscicapa), 263. 
pyrrbopterinn (Philentoma), 263. 
pyrrhopternm {Philentoma), 263. 


raina (Hippolais), 442. 
rama {Hippolais), 442. 
rama ( Sylvia), 442. 
rangooneusis (Edolius), 378. 
Reouud.e, 538. 

Regulus, 538. 

Reguhis, 538. 

regulus {MotaciUa), 538. 

regulus (Regulus), 538. 

regnlus (Regulus), 541. 

regulus iiimalayensis (Regultis), 539, 

regulus trjstris (Regulus). 541. 

regulus yunnanensis (Regulus), 541, 

reinifer (Bhringa), .374. 

remifer {Bhringa), 374, 375. 

reinifer tectirostis (Bhringa), 375. 

Rhipidura, 276. 

Rhipidura, 276. 

Rhyacornis, 81. 
ripponi {Crypiohpha), 497. 


rose-a {Muscicapa), 328. 
roseus (Pericrocotus), 328. 
roseus {Pcria'ocotns), 328. 
roseus roseus (Pericrocotus), 328. 
rotlischikli (Cochoa), 186. 
ruheculoides {AccetUor), 193. 
rubeculoides (Oyornis), 231. 
ruhectiloides {Oyornis), 231. 
ruheculoides {Pheenienra), 231. 
rubeculoides (Prunella), 193. 
ruheculoides ('Pharrhaleus), 103. 
rubctMiloides rubeculoides (Oyornis), 
231. 

ruhicola slejnegeri {PratIncola), 30. 
rufcscens (l )rymcrpus), 533. 
rufescens (Frankliiiia), 426. 
rn/escens {Franklinia), 427. 
ru fescois { Prinia ), 427. 
rui\'SC(‘us assamensis {Prank/inia), 
427. 

rufescens austeui ('Fraukiinia\ 427. 
rulesceus rufescens (Frankliiiia), 
427. 

ru(ica]>illa (llycb’ociclila), 04. 
rujirapillus {Enicurus), 64. 
rujicupillus {Jlydrocichla), 64. 
rujicouda {Musricapa), 2.iO. 
rulicaudus (Alseoiiax), 250. 
rujirandus {Aheojia.c), 250. 
ruficeps {Edc/a), 415. 
ruficeps (Orl botomus), 415. 
ruficeps {Orfhofottius), 415. 
nficollis {Mer^ila), 136. 
runcollis (Turdus), 13<}. 
nficollis ( Turdus), 136. 
rujilafa (Janlhia), 00. 
rtijilnfus {Accelnor), 180. 
rufilatus {Xemura), 00. 
ruftreniris {Brachypteryx), 10. 
rufivenlris {(Knanthe), 77. 
rujiventris {Ruticilla), 76, 77. 


sappbira (Oyornis), 225. 

SCIpphira ( Cyornis), 225. 
sapphira (Musicapula), 225. 
sauiaris (Oopsyehiis), J12. 
scudaris {Copsychus), 113. 
saularis {iiracula), 113. 

SHiilarig andaiuanensis (Copsychus), 
116. 

saularis ceylonensis (Coj)sycbu8), 
115. 

saularis inusiciig (Cop.sycbus), 114. 
saularis saularis (Copsychus), 113. 
saxatilis (Monticola), 177. 
sajcaiilis {Monticola), 177. 
saxatilis ( Turdus), 177. 

Snxicola, 23. 

Saxicola, 23. 

Saxicolinse, 22. 
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Saxicoloides, 108. 

SaxicoloideSf 108. 
scliach (Laiiiuy), 294. 
sc hack (La/iius), 294. 

Kchach caiiicepB (Laiiius), 296. 
scliach erytlironotus (Laiiius), 295. 
scliistaceus (Knicurua), 59. 
schistaceus (JCnina'Us), 59. 
srhisfMccus {Henicurus)^ 59. 

8chisti(?rtj)3 (Abrornis), 496. 
sch ist iceps {Aht'orn is)^ 496. 
schisticeps {(Adidpeta), 490. 
sclusticepa (Pluruicurus), 70. 
schisticcjts {Iiuticil/a), 70. 
echisticeps llivviiTu^iitalis (Abrornis), 
497. 

schisticcps jlavimviitalis {Ahrornis)^ 

497. 

Bcbi.sticepa ri])pi>ni (Abrornsi), 497. 
scliisticeps 8L?hislu;eps (Abrornis), 
196. 

SclKrnic(tla, 156. 
iSchic/firo/d , l5f). 
schv'emcri ( AifrorHis), 195. 
stliwarzi (lierbivoLMila), 452. 
schwar^t i JJrrhivoc/da), 152. 
schu'<ir::i (Sf/tcia), 452. 
scita (Ilippolais), 444, 
scita ( Splri(f), 144, 

8colooercn, 501. 

Scotocered, i’Ol. 
scou/cri {h'j/icun(s), 6)5. 
bcoiileri (Microcidila). (>5. 
ftconicri {Micnn'ichla), 65, 
sconlrri sooi/leri (iVlicrociehla), 65. 
8eicercus, 485. 

Sc ice reus, 485. 
senator (Lanius), 299. 
senator {La/iius). 299, 
senator nili)tifus (Lanius). 299. 
sepiiun (Ortliotomus), 416, 

.sepium cineruceus(Ortlioloinus), 416. 

sibirica ((leocichla), 146. 

sihirica {Geocichla), 146. 

sibirioa (llemicbeliclou), 204. 

sit>irica {Heuiichclidon)^ 204,205. 

sihirica {Mimcajxi), 204. 

sibiriea cacabaLa (Heinichelidon), 

204. 

sihirica cm'nhata (Musicapa), 204. 
sibirica davisoni (Geocichla), 147. 
sihirica gulinergi (Hemichelidon), 

205. 

sibirica gulmergi {Hemicheliclo?i), 205. 
sihirica rothschildi (Heinichelidon), 

206. 

sihirwa rothschildi (Hemichelidon), 
206. 

sibirica sibiric-a (Geocichla), 146. 
sibirictes (I'urdus), 146. 
simillima (Merula), 125. 


simillimus (Tardus), 125. 
sindiajius (Phglloscopus), 457. 
sine7isis LHmehypteryx), 20. 
sinensis (Enicurus), 65. 

.sinensis (lleteroxenicus), 20. 

Siphia, 2t)7. 

Siphia, 207. 
socialis (Prinia), 529. 
social is (Prlnia), 5^10, 531. 
socialis socialis (Prinia), 5.30. 
socialis stewarti (Prinia), 531. 
solaria (Pericrocolus). 326. 
solans (Pericrocolus), 32(i. 

Solaris ripponi (Pericrocotus). 327. 
solaria Solaris (Pericrocotus), 327* 
solitaria (Monticola), 172. 
solilariaafbnis (Monticola), 175. 
solitaria pandoo (Alonticola), 174. 
solitaria pliilip))ensis (Alonticola), 
175. 

solitaria transcaspica (Monticola), 
173. 

solitaria transcaspica (Monticola) 173. 
solitarius (Turdus), 172. 
sophiie (Leplopcecile), ,542. 
soj)hi{e {.Lcptopacile), 542. 
sopbiiB obscura (Loptopcecile). 543. 
sopliijc so})bitc (Leptopcvcile), 542. 
sordida {(ilaucohtyias), 241. 
sordida (8toparola), 241. 
sordida (Sioparola), 241. 

Kordidus (Cinclns), 2. 
speeiosus (Pericrocotus), 318. 
speciosus (Pericrocotus), 319. 
speciosus (Turdus), 319. 
speciosus andanianensi.s (Pericro¬ 
colus). 322. 

speciosus fiamnieiia (Pericrocotus), 
322. 

speciosus flannnifer (Pericrocotus), 
321. 

speeiosus fraterculus (Pericrocotus), 
320, 

speciosus speciosus (Pericrocotus), 
319. 

epiloptera (Orooeincla), 165. 
spiloptera (Oreocincla), 165, 
s<fuame.iceps (Tribura), 515. 
squaineiceps (Urv>)4ilexis), 515. 
s(/uamiceps (Urosphena), 515. 
stellatus (Prachgten/x{I)rgmochares)), 
16. 

sfelhtus (Lrymocharcs), 16. 
stellatus (lleteroxenicus), 16. 
sfentoren (C'w^r//ca), 388. 
stentoreus (Acrocepbalus), 388. 
steniorcus (Acrocephulus), 389. 
stentoreus an»ya; (Acrocephaluis), 390. 
stc7itoreus ainga (Acrocephalus), 890, 
stent<)reusbrunnescens( Acrocepbalus), 
389. 
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Stewarti (Pnwm), 531. 

Stoparola, 238. 

Stoparola, 238. 
straminea {Lof^tmiella), 402. 
striata {Graviinicda)^ 434. 
striata (Muscicapa), 202. 
striata aeumanni (Muscicapa), 202. 
stnatutus (Btanfordius), o20. 
striatus {Meticophitus), 501, 
strophiata (Prunella), 11)5. 
btrophiuta (Sipbia), 208. 
strophiata {Siphia)^ 208. 
strophiata tuscogularis (Sipbia), 209. 
strophiata fuscoyularis {Siphia), 209. 
strophiata jerdoui (Prunella). 197. 
strophiata strophiata (Prunella), 19G. 
strophiata strophiata (Sipbia), 208. 
simphiatiis (Accentor)^ 19G. 
strophiatus ( 7 'harrkal€us\ 190. 
styani (Siphia)^ 271. 
submoniliger (Anthipes), 24,5. 
subohsdtra {Meruta), 142. 
subviridis (Ph) lioscopus), 4()8. 
mbviridis {Phytloscopus), 468. 
subviridis [Hrgu/oides), 4f>8. 
suevica {Cyanccuta), 83, 85. 

Kuecica (Cjanosjlvia), 83. 
suecica (Motacitla), 83. 
auecica pullidogularis (CyanoayWia), 
85 >. 

suecka pallidogularis ( Cyanecula), 85. 
suecica rohusta {Cyanecula), 85. 
suecica robusta (Oranosylvia), 85. 
suecica suecica (Cyanosylvia), 83. 
sumatrensk {Siphia), 235, 
sundara (Niltavii), 259, 
stmdara {JSlltava), 2,59. 
sundara sundara (Kiltava), 259. 
superciliaris (Abroniis), 494. 
sujfcrciliaris (Abroruis), 494. 
superciliaris (Cyornis), 221, 
superciliaris {Cyornis}, 221. 
superciliaris {Muscicapa), 221. 
superciliaris (8uyn), 524. 
superciliaris {Suya), 524. 
superciliaris astigina (Cyornis), 22.3, 
superciliaris salwinensis (Abrornis), 
495. 

superciliaris salwuiensU (Abrornis), 
495. 

Buwrciliaris schwaneri (Abrornis), 
495. 

superciliaris superciliaris (Abrornis), 
494. 

superciliaris superciliaris (Cyornis), 

superciliaris superciliaris (Suva), 624. 
superciliosus {Vkyllosrofms), 470. 

» siUoria {Motacilla), 410. 
sutorius (Orthotoinus), 410. 
sutorius {Orthotoinus), 410, 412. 


sutorius longicaudus (Orthotomus), 

412. 

sutorius luaculicollib (Orthotomus), 

413. 

sutorius patia (Orthotoinus), 412. 
sutorius sutorius (Orthotomus), 410 
Suya, 518. 

Suyu, 518. 

sykesii {Campophagn), 340. 
sykesii (Lalage), 340. 
sykesii {Lataye), 340. 
sylvntica (Prinia), 531. 
sylvatica {Prinia), 532, 533. 
sylvatica rulescens (Prinia), 533. 
sylvatica sylvatica (Prinia), 532. 
sylvatica valitla (Prinia), 533. 

Sylvia, 446. 

Sylvia, 446. 

syloicola {Tephrodornis), 311. 

Sylviida>, 382. 


taczanowskia (Tribura), 404. 
taczanowskia ( Tribura), 404. 

Tar.siger, 95. 

tectirostiHs {lihrhuja.), 375. 
teiTiminckii (Myiujilnjiicus), 179. 
temminckii {Myiophoneus), 180. 
temniinckii eugenei (Myiophoneus), 
181. 

teiniuinckii terniniuckii (Myio- 
phorieus), 180. 

tenellipes (Acanthopncuste), 477. 
tcnellipes {Acanihopneuste), 477* 
tenellipes {Phylloscopus), 477. 
tenuirostris {Cinrfus), 4. 
tephroceplufla (Crypfolopha), 488. 
tephrocephalvs ((Julcipcta), 488. 
3?ephrodorni.s, 308. 

Tephrodornis, 308, 
tephrouotiis {Coltnrio), 297. 
tephroiiotus (Laiiius), 297. 
tcphronotus iLanins), 297. 
terat {Camp(tphaga), 341. 
Ter}>si]»lH>nc, 264. 

Terpniphone. 2t»4. 
thalassoides ((ilo ncontyias), 241. 
fhoracica (Pu?netiada), 405. 
thoracica (Tribura), 405. 
ihoracica {2'ribura). 405. 
tlioracica thoracica (Tribura), 405. 
Tickellia, 499. ’ 

Tickellia, 499. 
tiekellhe (Cyornis), 234. 
tickellue {Cyornis), 234. 
tickellia* mestea (Cyornis), 2.36. 
iickellite mesa a {Cyornis), 236, 
tickellinj sim.atrensis (Cyornis), 235. 
tickellias tickcllin; (Cyornis), 234. 
ticket In {Cyornis), 234. 
tigrinus (Lanins), 3(>4. 
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iigrinm {Lanins), 304. 
torquala (Saxicola), 27. 
torqnata indica (Saxicola), 28. 
torquata leiicura (Saxicola), 31. 
torquata przewalskii (Saxicola), 30. 
torquata stejnegeri (Saxicola), 30. 
Tribnra, 403. 

Trihum, 403. 
tricolor (Cyornis), 219. 
tricolor {iJigcnea), 219. 
tricolor ctM’vinivcntriw (Cyornis), 220. 
tricolor tricolor (Cyornis), 219. 
tristis i Vhi/Uosropits), 4o(i 
trochUoides {Acanfhha), 4S1 
trocliiloides (Acantliopiieuste), 480. 
trorhihddrs (Acanf/iopi/rusfe), 4H1. 
trocliiloides claiidia* (Acantlio- 

piiLMi.stc), 483. 

fi ochi/oides c/auditc {Acanthopneash:), 

483 

trocliiloides davisoni (Aeantlio- 

piituistc), 482. 

trocliiloides hai‘tcr< i( Acautliopocustc), 
481. 

t ruck I ltd di’s If arte rf i (. ica ft fh opn cud c), 

481. 

trocliiloidc.s tro( liiloides (Acantlio- 
pneuste), 481. 
tschebaieui (('alliope), 94. 
tsfhclKiicwi {('alltope), 94. 

TraniD.T’. 7. 

turdiua ortrufalis (Kalicaria), 391. 
'rurdina*. I'JO, 

4'm-dus, 121. 
tfftlcri {('td(cola), 420 
tilth ri {lippothfpiiis), 273. 
ipilcri {Mpiatfra) 273. 
tytleri ( Pliylloseojius), doo. 

Itlilcri {Vliplloscopus), 4r».'>. 


indc(dor (Cvornis), 229. 
nnicolor {Ciiornid), 230, 
unicolor (Mcrula). 138. 
uni color (Turd us), 138. 
unicolor {Turdus). 138. ‘ 

unicolor iufuscata (Cyornisl. 231. 
uuicolor unicolor (Oyornis), 230. 
Uroplilexis, r>ir). 

Urophlexis, 51 o. 


valida {Drpmoica), 533. 
varia {Orcocincla), IGl, 
vclata (Ilrtpnophild), 202 . 
volatuin (Phileiitoma)^ 262. 
celatu/n {Fhilentoma)^ 202 . 
viridamm {Acanfhapueuste), 474. 
viridanns {Phylloscopas), 474. 
viridi.s (Coclioa), 185. 
viridis (Cochoa), 185. 
vi.scivorus (Arceuthorois), 154. 
viscivorus ( Tardus), 154. 
vi.scivorus boiiapartei (Arccutliornis), 
154. 

vittata {Saxicola), 45, 
vittatus(Lanins), 289. 

\ it talus (Lafiitis), 289. 
vivida (Cyornis), 226, 
civida {Cf/ontis), 226. 
vivida oatesi (Cyoriiis), 226. 
volifans (Cisticola), 422. 

wardi (Geociclda), 145. 
tcardi (deocichla), 145, 
wardi {Turdus), 145. 
jrcdrr/nafivi (Musricapula), 221. 
whiteheadi (Oreocincla), 163. 
wickliami (Larvivora). 15. 
wic/dtoati (Lardvojvi), 15. 
ivolji ( Cf/auccula), 86. 

.rafttliodryas {Phylloscopas), 472, 
xanthopryinna ((Lnantlie). 53. 
aauthopryffifia [Sff.ricola), 53. 
xautlio}»ryunia clirysopygia 
((Kiiauthc). 53. 

.vanflinchistos {Phyllopncusfe)^ 4S9. 
.ranthosi'hisfus {(Jrypfoloph t), 490. 
xant liosclnstus ( Seicercus). 488. 
xantlio'^cliistus albosuperciliaris (Sei- 
eeivus), 490. 

xantlioscliist us xani luiscliistus (Sei- 
cercus), 489. 


yun nanensis (Reg u I as), 541, 


Zoothera, lOG. 
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